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RPNA Board meetings  
have moved to Zoom.  

Please check https://www.
riverparksacramento.org 
for updates

Upcoming Events…
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The first phase of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ levee bank stabilization 
project is now complete, with trees and 
vegetation removed between the H Street 
Bridge and “Paradise Bend”.  The project 
will continue over the Summer and Fall, 
when the Army Corps will place rock 
to mitigate the chances that water can 
seep under and compromise the levee.  
Re-planting will take place in Spring 
2023, and the Army Corps has stated it 
is committed to planting new trees and 
brush that will (once fully grown) be at 
least as equivalent as it was previously 
from an aesthetic perspective.
The U.S. Army Corps joined the February 
RPNA Board meeting to provide an 
update on the project and answer 
questions.  New information learned 
during the meeting included the fact 
that the project will bring short-term 
noise, vibration, dust, and traffic during 
the work hours of 7am to 6pm and that 
the “haul route” will include Carlson 
Drive (see nearby image).  The Army 
Corps’ slides are available here: https://
riverparksacramento.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/02/ArmyCorps.pdf and it 

followed-up after the meeting with written 
answers to questions, which is available 
here: https://riverparksacramento.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/03/USACE-Response-to-
RPNA-Questions-on-17FEB2022.pdf 
In addition to the meeting, a group of River 
Park residents went on an informal tour 
of the project area, led by Joe O’Connor 
of the Bank Protection Working Group on 
February 26. The tour was attended by 
about 15 people including Karla Mendoza 
(RPNA president), and Betsy Weiland 
(Save the American River Association) and 
River Park residents. 
The tour included a history of why flood 
protection measures are taking place in 
this area, the activities that will take place 
on both sides of the river in this area, and 
some discussion of on-site environmental 
mitigation measures.
Mr. O’Connor explained that after the 
devastating Hurricane Katrina, the Corps 
conducted studies of the most vulnerable 
areas in the U.S., and Sacramento ranks 
second to New Orleans The area right 
by our neighborhood  is an area of focus 
because it is a “pinch point” where the river 

Bus Service Changes
SacRT is making service adjustments due to a staffing shortage 

effective Sunday, April 3, 2022, impacting 14 bus routes, including 
route 134. Route 134 service will be reduced to two trips (7:03 a.m. 
from River Park and 2:30 p.m. from downtown Sacramento). As an 

alternative, Regional Transit directs customers to take route 30.  

con’t on page 3
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Councilmember Valenzuela’s Message

It was my pleasure to join the RPNA meeting on St. Patrick’s Day, along with 
Director Busath from the Department of Utilities and representatives from the 
City Attorney’s office, to discuss how to move forward with the Erlewine gate. 
While no definitive decision was reached that evening, we were able to identify 
several potential options, and I’m looking forward to working with RPNA and 
the Department of Utilities to find a workable solution. I really want River Park 
residents to have access to the gate and to be able to utilize it in a way that feels 
safe and secure for the neighborhood and the City. 
In other news, I’m very pleased to announce that Sacramento was recently 
recognized as the State of California’s first city to receive the Prohousing 
designation. This status will make us more competitive when applying for state 
grants and other programs to fund future housing projects. Affordable housing 
options are sorely needed in Sacramento and are a crucial part of addressing 
homelessness. This Prohousing designation is not just a feather in our cap; it’s 
a useful tool that will enable us to address Sacramento’s housing issues in a 
profound and meaningful way. 
I’m so happy to have River Park as a part of my district, and it’s already been 
such a pleasure to serve and meet so many of you. As we enter the endemic 
stage of COVID-19, I’m really excited to see public events starting to pop up 
on the calendar. There are already so many fantastic events in the works, and 
I encourage you to keep your eyes peeled for announcements as the weather 
begins to warm back up! 
As always, if there is any way my office can be of assistance, please do 
not hesitate to reach out either by phone at (916) 808-7004 or by email at 
d4constituentservices@cityofsacramento.org. You can also keep up on news and 
events in District 4 by following us on social media and signing up for our 
newsletter on the City’s website.

River Park 4th of July Festivities Return in 2022!

After two years of social distancing mandates, the River Park 
Neighborhood Association is pleased to announce the return 
of its 4th of July festivites. This  year, on the traditional Carlson 
Drive parade route, the Classic Car Parade will begin at 10 
a.m. The Kids Parade will begin at 10:30 a.m. followed by 

more fun at Glenn Hall Park–live music by Mike Blanchard and Californios, 
food trucks, arts and craft vendors, chalk art contest and kids games 
galore! More information to come in the June River Park review.

Food Truck Mania Returns!

RPNA, SactoMoFo, and Councilmember 
Valenzuela announce the return of Food Truck 
Mania on Friday, May 13th. Food Truck Mania 
will take place on the second Friday of each 
month from May through September, featuring 
4 different food trucks, music and a beer 
garden.
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narrows and thus runs faster, increasing the potential 
for erosion. Many years of engineering studies and 
planning have gone into this effort.
There are four American River Parkway projects 
currently underway or on the horizon that affect our 
neighborhood: the current Corps bank stabilization 
project, Caltrans I-80 bridge widening project, the 
City’s Two Rivers bike trail project, and the fourth is 
the Corps bank stabilization work at the old “wash-out” 
further downriver near the I-80 bridge.  These projects 
individually, and especially collectively, remove trees 
and vegetation, and have the potential to damage the 
environment and visual qualities of the parkway. 
Due to the fact that these projects are underway 
and that the area is going to take years to make 
a comeback, an informal RP citizen committee is 
being formed that will focus on participating with 
project agencies on mitigation and restoration of the 
project areas, to assist these agencies (Corps, City, 
Caltrans) in coordinating their projects with each 
other; and help them to communicate effectively with 
other stakeholders (County, parkway advocates, 
neighbors).  A main goal is to make sure that the 
mitigation measures the agencies have promised 

will be completed and that they are successful. One of 
the areas being closely followed is the Paradise Beach 
mitigation site which the Corps committed to. The group 
wants the RP “backyard” restored. 
The group is working to obtain mapping from each of the 
project sponsors so it can understand where the projects 
overlap, which will help understand better how all these 
projects together are impacting the parkway and Glen 
Hall Park. Anyone interested in participating with this 
informal citizen committee can contact Nancy MacKenzie 
at cumby54@yahoo.com or 916-402-7284.
To find updates directly related to the Corps erosion 
work by River Park, go to www.sacleveeupgrades.
com and select the American River Levees tab.  The 
Corps is preparing a new monthly e-mail up-date to send 
to its mailing list — you can sign up  for this e-mail list 
at www.sacleveeupgrades.com. 
Also, you can stay up-to-date on this (and other) projects 
by attending RPNA zoom meetings, and checking the 
River Park webpage at riverparksacramento.org where you 
can find Top Takeaways from the board meetings and 
relevant links.n

con’t from page 1
Army Corps’
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Chris@LittleRES.com  • www.ChrisLittleSells.com
916-698-1961  • 855 57th St., Suite H

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience to work for you.

Call me TODAY
for all of your real estate needs!

MRE, CRB, CRS, GRI

Cal BRE#01437284

New Location…Closer to River Park!

The Hamlets of River Park  
 
For distributing the Review, River Park is 
composed of nine “hamlets”, each with several 
“block captains” who deliver the paper door-
to-door. (For a color-coded map, see https://
riverparksacramento.org/about/block-captains/.) 
The map and the names of the hamlets were 
created by Mike Craig, who until recently 
distributed the Review from the print shop  
to the block captains.
Block Captains

Westend:  Carla DuCray,  Rachel & Kevin 
Guinn, Dan Keller, Nancy Mee
Teichert:  Robyn Caruso, Mary & Ashley 
Hernandez
Carrington:  Dan Thompson, Patt Hull, 
Jennifer Judy
Greenwood:  Richard Vincent, Elisha & 
Nate Grow, John & Kaia McLaughlin, Lanni 
Butterworth
Westpark:  Mike & Amy Pisarsky, Gil & Deb 
Moreno, Renee Stern, Norm Marks, Lee Ruth
Eastpark: Steve Harriman, Julia Rinne, 
George Davis, Jonel Jorgensen

by Mike Craig, Richard Vincent

Center:  Judy Lee, Amy Booth, Marian Sawyer, 
Dana Moore, Patti Martin, John Nicolaus
Parkgate:  Goodell, Emily Pearson, Lori 
Blankenship, Liane Leavitt
Bridgecorner:  Christopher Roe, Julie & Jeff 
Visger, Bill Parker
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers presented an 
outline of the levee project that has commenced 
along the American River adjacent to River Park and 
Sac State to the RPNA board. Many questions were 
posed and addressed at the meeting, and a follow 
up Q&A sheet has been provided to RPNA for public 
review.
As current Vice Chair, and former Chair of the 
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA), 
I would like to offer some reflections as to why this 
project will benefit River Park, even though it has 
meant removal of vegetation along the levee.
We live along a narrow reach of the river where 
the velocity of river flows increases substantially 
in high water years, due to flood control releases 
from Folsom reservoir. The increased velocity of the 
water scours material from the levee, which greatly 
increases the possibility of a catastrophic levee 
failure. That nearly happened in 1997, and only after 
the flood water receded did we realize how close 
River Park had come to disaster. To avoid this, we 
need to armor the bank with rock revetment, cover 
it with soil and plant back trees and shrubs. I too 
lament the temporary loss of trees on the water side 
of the levee; but consider this--the habitat we are 
actually trying to protect is on the land side of the 
levee. Our urban canopy and all species would be 
imperiled should a breach occur. In a high-water 
event, we lose trees on the water side due to the 
immense force of the water. If those trees are on 
the levee slope, the uprooted trees further weaken 
the levee integrity. This happened in 1986 near the 
Business 80 bridge, which was another close call for 
River Park.
The bank armoring project underway is similar 
to projects that been very effective in controlling 
erosion on other reaches of the American and 
Sacramento rivers. The mitigation plantings in those 
areas have matured and re-created habitat and 
natural aesthetics. For this project, the mitigation 
planting will not only be in the immediate protected 
area, but also in other areas near Glenn Hall Park 
as well as upstream reaches, leading to a net 
increase in habitat on the American River Parkway.

The Bank Protection Project               by Jeff Harris

I have lived on Callister Avenue long enough to 
have witnessed these big and dangerous flood 
events of previous years. Climate change has 
already demonstrated that planning is necessary 
to prepare for extreme weather events. Flood 
control projects are essential to life in River Park. 
I personally worked for years to get authorizations 
and appropriations for this project, and we are 
fortunate that Congress saw fit to fund this work. 
The trees will grow back, and as you know, the trees 
in river Park are the best in the city due to our deep 
and fertile soil. You can expect excellent results from 
the Corps mitigation planting, and we can live more 
securely once the project is complete.

RPNA Neighborhood Improvement Committee 

Thank you to everyone who responded to the 
Neighborhood Improvement Committee Survey. 
To date, we received 137 responses. Over 
73.5% of those who responded indicated Safety 
should be the priority for the committee. Based 
on that feedback, we’ve put some action items 
in place for the committee to engage with the 
various city departments to start addressing the 
concerns:

• Increase Police and Ranger patrols
• Understand River Park’s fire risk due to the 

homeless camps along the river
• Enforce off-leash ordinance
• Address street lighting issues
• Increase Safety signage at Paradise beach 

for risk of E.coli, drowning, and rattlesnakes
• Educate the community on the importance of 

picking up after your dog
We will start there and provide updates as we 
make progress. If you’re interested in joining 
the committee, please email Fatima Thompson 
at fthompson@jetcosys.com. We can use your 
help in moving these issues along!
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Doug Carson has lived in River Park since 1976.  
He and his late wife, Albie, moved here with their 
two sons and began that wonderful River Park 
life of Little League, Mother’s Club and many 
happy times with neighbors who became good 
friends.  But in 1999, Albie was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. She was treated and assured that 
“they got it all,” that the malignancy was gone. 
Following her doctor’s recommendation, she 
received regular mammograms and blood tests 
every six months. In April of 2002, after getting 
the “all clear” after her blood test, she realized 
that her eye was swollen, and she went to the 
ophthalmologist.  And that began her short but 
mighty battle. The cancer had spread to her liver, 
spine and brain. The question Albie and Doug 
had was: how could she receive the “all clear” 
in April and be pronounced terminal in May? 
Needless to say, they were dumbfounded and 
devastated.  Regarding how she could be fine 
one month and dying the next, the doctor said 
that if she’d had an MRI, they might have caught 
it sooner. “Then why wasn’t that ordered?“ The 
doctor indicated that it wasn’t “protocol” and 
insurance wouldn’t pay.  Now anger was mixed 
with panic; but immediate action was needed, 

River Park Honors Longtime Resident, Albie Carson                              by Melinda Carson

and she began radiation with a plan for chemo.  
Unfortunately, it was too late, and Albie passed 
away on July 4, 2002.
After her death, Doug swore that he needed to 
do something to spread the word about testing 
and the need to advocate for oneself regarding 
treatment. He founded the “Albie Carson Breast 
Cancer Foundation” which later became the “Albie 
Aware Breast Cancer Foundation” emphasizing the 
need to “Be Aware.” It became a 501(c) 3 nonprofit 
organization in 2004. Fast forward to today–Albie 
Aware has grown and served thousands of women 
and men in the greater Sacramento area.  Its 
mission is “to provide assistance for life-saving 
diagnostic testing, patient advocacy, prevention 
education, and compassionate support to local 
individuals facing or fighting breast cancer.”
Passion for Albie Aware runs deep. Doug, his 
current wife Melinda, and their family and friends 
have supported the foundation for many years. 
And now Martin and Teresa Gonzales and their 
wonderful neighborhood café, Roosters, are 
partnering with Albie Aware to bring about “Albie 
Rockin’ at Roosters” on April 29th from 6:00-10:00 
pm.  For just $50 a ticket, guests will receive a buffet 
dinner, a unique “Albie Rockin’ cocktail especially 
made for the event and enjoy a live band (the 
Roosters band “Los Gents”, of course), games 
and more. A portion of each ticket as well as a 
percentage of the libations will go to Albie Aware.  
Roosters is helping to assure that the maximum 
amount of the funds raised will go to help Albie 
Aware save more lives.  And this is a perfect way 
for River Park neighbors to honor Albie’s life and 
legacy. Tickets are limited, so go online now to www.
albieaware.org/roosters. (Adults only, please.)

The River Park Review is published by the RPNA,  
which is responsible for its content. RPNA reserves  

the right to edit and/or reject submissions. For advertising, 
go to www.riverparksacramento.org/advertising 

Questions? contact Janet Mason at  
janet@ideasbydesign-graphics.com

Advertise in the Review
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Elise was energetic and professional as she guided us through the rather complicated process of selling 
two houses and acquiring one. Her knowledge of the industry and of the local market is superb, and her recommendations 

on how to proceed were right on target. We were delighted with her intelligent work and her lively personality. 
Trustworthy and helpful in all circumstances.  ~ William B. 

Kelli Guerriero has long admired River Park and moved 
here in 2019 to raise her daughter.  

Kelli has loved and advocated for animals for as long 
as she can remember, rescuing her first cat when she 
was only 8 years old. She operates the foster orientation 
program for NorCal Bully Breed Rescue and serves as a 
mentor for new fosters.  Over the years, Kelli has fostered 
over 60 dogs for NorCal Bully Rescue, Muttville and 
Front Street Animal Shelter.  Close to ten of those were in 
hospice and lived out the remainder of their days in Kelli’s 
home.  

Kelli no longer fosters dogs because she has her hands 
full with her toddler daughter, who is actually more of 
a cat person, and their 5-year-old dog, Violet, all while 
balancing a busy career. Violet is a tripod who came to the 
shelter as a puppy with a broken elbow and underwent an 
amputation while Kelli was fostering her.  

Last fall, Kelli turned her front yard into a mini pumpkin 
patch for her small daughter. Around the same time, 
through NorCal Bully Breed Rescue, she learned that 
Blackberry Creek Animal Sanctuary in Colfax CA, was in 
need of produce to feed their sanctuary animals. To avoid 

It’s the Great Pumpkin, River Park                                                                 by Karla Mendoza

being wasteful, Kelli planned to donate the pumpkins from her 
mini pumpkin patch to the animal sanctuary. 

As Kelli drove through the neighborhood, she noticed many 
homes were decorated with multiple pumpkins for Halloween. 
One sleepless night, Kelli wondered how many pumpkins 
the sanctuary could actually benefit from. The next day, she 
contacted the sanctuary with the idea for a neighborhood 
pumpkin collection and they were all ears. She got a sign 
made for her front yard and began to get the word out on 
social media. Initially, the pumpkin collection was planned 
for 3 weeks but the pumpkins kept rolling in so the collection 
was extended. Over the course of several weeks, River Park 
residents dropped off over 1,000 Halloween pumpkins on 
Kelli’s front lawn! The pumpkin fed pigs, donkeys and other 
farm animals for months at the sanctuary. The pumpkin 
collection was such a success, and the animal sanctuary was 
so grateful, that Kelli plans to make it an annual effort. 

Kelli has other plans for volunteerism and is currently seeking 
a nonprofit to partner with for a charitable nonperishable 
food delivery program for senior citizens. She’d also like to 
encourage River Park residents to consider opening their 
homes as fosters, offering to be a support line for anyone 
willing to take a dog in.
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River Park Tree Corner                by Kate Riley, Co-chair, RP Tree Canopy Project

                  

SHOW US YOUR TREE!

Send us a picture of your River Park tree.  Let us know why you love it.  Is it big, is it historic, does it have 
flowers in the Spring or colors in the Fall?  Do children play in or under it? Did the community plant your 
tree in one of our six Community Tree Plantings?  Please email a good quality picture (it can be a phone 
camera pic, if it’s in focus) with your name and address.  Feel free to include yourself, your family, your 
neighbors, and/or your pets in the picture (but that’s not required.)  We won’t include your house number, 
but will include the street, unless you ask us not to. Let’s share our beautiful tree canopy – and how the 
community has worked together to re-build it!  Send your picture and information to kbriley@surewest.net

Routine Tree Pruning by SMUD Near Power 
Lines 
Over the next several weeks, SMUD will be 
performing their routine tree inspections and 
pruning around the high voltage power lines. This 
is the routine maintenance pruning performed 
every 2-3 years in the neighborhood.
SMUD inspectors will survey the neighborhood for 
trees that require pruning to prevent outages and 
ensure public safety.  Each customer with work to 
be done on his or her property will be contacted 
about the upcoming work by the SMUD inspector, 
through either a doorhanger or a personal contact. 
The inspector will provide a point of contact with 
SMUD for questions or concerns related to the 
work.  
A few weeks later, a contracted professional 
arborist will begin pruning in the area, completing 
the designated work. When the contract crews 
enter the area to begin pruning, secondary 
notification letters will be sent to customers with 
work on their property to provide additional contact 
information for the contract company, should 
questions or concerns arise.
It’s Super Dry!  Time to Water Your Trees
After a very wet October and December, 
Sacramento has gone dry.  Unless we receive 

a rainy “March miracle,” we will end the year in 
drought.  As of the writing of this article, it has been 
months since there was measurable rain.  Our 
trees are under stress.  Young trees are under even 
greater stress.  It’s up to us to fill in the deficit.  
Here’s a summary of how to keep your trees happy 
during dry times:   
Trees 3 years of age or younger

Established Trees

Slowly soak the tree’s drip line, the circle under the 
farthest reaches of the branches, until water reaches 
12-18 inches below the surface. (Use a screwdriver 
to test for the depth of water). Don’t water close to 
the trunk.  Use a soaker hose or drip hose, or simply 
use a hose set very low.
If the root zone extends under hardscape or beyond 
your property, slowly soak as much of the root zone 
as possible. 
Special note: Native trees like blue oaks, which 
have never received regular irrigation, may be 
harmed by adding extra water in the summer. 
For more information go to: https://sactree.org/tree-
care-tips/

Tree News from RP Tree Canopy Project
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River Park Garden Club Update            by Ron McCormack & Pat Smith

Our next potluck will feature River Park Garden Club member 
Steve Harriman presenting a pictorial and verbal overview of 
“Exotic Tropical Gardens of Cuba,” on Thursday, April 21, at 
6:30 PM. The event will take place at the Shepard Garden 
and Arts Center in McKinley Park. Bring a dish to share, a 
plate and utensils. Children, friends and interested neighbors 
are welcome.
Shout out to all those who donated and assisted in the recent 
RPGC spring sale. It was a success, with record proceeds. 
The money helps us run the club and continue to beautify 
the entrance to the park and the area around the entrance to 
Glenn Hall.

Garden Tour
The Garden Club is busy planning its second neighborhood 
garden tour, “Seven Special Garden Spaces.” The self-guided 
tour, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 23, will open the 
gates to seven diverse neighborhood backyard gardens. 
Tickets are $5 per person. Children under 15, free. 

Most of the gardens on the 
tour this year were ready to 
go in 2020, but the tour had to 
be postponed twice, so they 
have had time to mature and 
become even better! 
One garden is a landscaped 
plant and entertaining 

paradise, complete with a pickle ball court, outdoor kitchen 
and a pool.  

This is our Westie, Panda. Her first 
birthday was on December 27th. She 
loves walking around River Park and 
saying hello to people and other dogs. 
She is the sweetest pup, if you see 
her on a walk please say hello! 
Kelly Hitt

Park Pets New Volunteers at Yermol Garden    by Richard Vincent

Two RP’ers have stepped up to maintain the plants 
around the Yermol Fountain: Joe VanSickle and Cade 
Camarena. Their efforts will allow me to fade into semi-
retirement.  Thanks to them and to Howdy Hoover, who 
keeps the irrigation system going.

Another features an edible landscape – except for the no-
maintenance ersatz turf walkways in between ordered rows 

of espaliered and free-standing 
fruit trees and copious vegetable 
plantings. An elegant terrace for 
entertaining and relaxing offers 
a view of the well-tended mini 
orchard. 
A third garden is billed by its 
owner as a “trial and error” 
effort, “and that’s the fun of it” 
the garden’s owner enthused. 

Clever arbors were erected to allow trailing vegetables such 
as squashes and different kinds of peas to flourish. A sculpted 
fountain greets visitors on the casual patio. 
In addition to the tour, a Master Gardener will be on hand 
from 11 a.m. to noon to answer visitors’ gardening questions. 
A boutique at one of the gardens, will offer plants and garden 
accouterments for sale. 
The Garden Club thanks RPNA 
for being a generous sponsor of 
the tour this year.  
Tickets may be reserved ahead 
by calling 916-454-5637 and 
purchased on the day of the 
tour, beginning at 9:45 a.m. at 
the ticket table on the corner of 
Carlson Drive and Camelia Ave. 
in front of Caleb Greenwood School. 

Articles for the Review…
To contribute, contact: Richard Vincent  

at 916-228-4714 or 
email:  rcvincent01@gmail.com 
Please put “letter to the editor” 
in the subject line of your email

Park Pets
Send a quality close-up digital 

photo of your River Park pet  
with a description to: 

janet@ideasbydesign-graphics.com

Hear ye, hear ye! Spring is upon us. Join Us for our April Potluck Meeting
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RP Author J. Scott Coatsworth Brings Hopes and Dreams to the Page    by Tony Mader

“PINCHED” NERVES

ARTHRITIS

HERNIATED DISCS

HEADACHES /  MIGRAINES

WHIPLASH

TMJ PAIN  

ATHLETIC INJURIES

Specializing in 
AUTO ACCIDENTS

If you are out for an early morning walk in RP 
and pass a house with the kitchen light on, 
there is a good chance that author J. Scott 
Coatsworth is inside hard at work on his next 
science fiction/fantasy novel.  “I use chocolate 
as a reward for getting up and writing for 1-2 
hours at 6:00am,” he stated.
Coatsworth is one of the trailblazers writing 
science fiction with LGBTQ+ characters, which 
was very rare until the last couple decades.  
Even today, there are some difficulties, with 
his previous publishers geared more towards 
LGBTQ+ romance instead of science fiction, 
which is his passion.  “At one point, I was 
working with four publishers trying to find the 
right fit, but in 2020 I shifted to self-publishing 
my work as I continue to seek an agent and 
publisher that is the right fit”.
Coatsworth was attracted to sci-fi from an early 
age.  “My mother got me into science-fiction and 

fantasy at the age of 9, and I devoured her library.”  
While reading these many books, he also started 
writing in elementary school.
After he came out at age 23, he wanted to create the 
types of stories with diverse characters that weren’t in 
the books found at the book store.  “I began to wonder 
where all the people like me were.”
Coatsworth saw this gap as an opportunity for how 
he could focus his writing.  “If there weren’t many gay 
characters in my favorite genres, I would reimagine 
them myself, populating them with a diverse universe 
of characters. And if I was lucky enough, someone 
else would want to read the things I wrote.”
In the 2010s, Coatsworth got more serious about his 
writings and sought to have them published.  He sold 
his first story, a magical realism short called “The 
Bear at the Bar,” to Dreamspinner for its “A Taste of 
Honey” anthology, which came out in August 2014.  
This began a barrage of publications, and he now 
has eight novels published, in addition to a number of 
short stories.  
The fact that Coatsworth has published more than 
one book a year reflects both his wide variety of 
creative ideas and strong work ethic, which can yield 
a book every six months.  To provide an additional 
incentive to get his ideas onto the page and his books 
completed, he participates in a challenge used by 
many authors: write an entire novel in one month, 
organized by an organization called NanoWriMo – 
National Novel Writing Month.  
For those interested in science fiction, Coatsworth 
recommends starting with The Stark Divide, which 
was published in 2018 and is the entry point into 
his Liminal Sky series, which has six books, broken 
into two sub-series.  The series imagines the earth 
in a state of collapse, with wars breaking out over 
resources, and humans developing “living generation 
ships” seeking to establish colonies in space.  Sci-fi 
readers may also enjoy his newest book Dropnauts, 
where the earth has been emptied out and destroyed. 
“The focus is what happens to the people and who 
they become”, he explains.
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Coatsworth (con’t)

This article is part of a series that profiles artists and 
authors in River Park.  I have received several leads 
for upcoming profiles, but please continue to send  
any leads to TonyMader@Gmail.com

 Membership Dues are  
$15.00 annually.

Checks payable to: RPNA,  
PO Box 19866,  

Sacramento CA 95819-0866 
Questions?  

rpnamembership@gmail.com 

If not into sci-fi, he recommends River City 
Chronicles. RP residents will recognize many 
of the settings, which include references to 
Sacramento, and in particular, East-Sac, locations 
and people.  It is “contemporary magical realism” 
and is written in a unique way, where there are 
102 chapters that are 3 pages long each. “It is 
modeled after the neighborhood, and RP readers 
will recognize the locations.” The book follows 
a group of strangers meeting at a restaurant 
for a cooking lesson, and they quickly become 
intertwined in each other’s lives.
Irrespective of genre, Coatsworth has a consistent 
philosophy to have a strong story full of hope 
that keeps the reader engaged.   “As an author, 
I try to write good stories, and then incorporate 
people like me,” he said.  “One of my core things 
is that I like hopeful stories.  I’ve always liked a 
science fiction world but also fantasy components.  
Such as, ‘here I am in a giant ship but living in a 
medieval period.’”  And while there are many bad 
things going on in the world, he responds “As a 
sci-fi writer and someone dedicated to finding 
hope, being down on the future is not my job.”
Coatsworth has received a number of 
acknowledgements for his writing.  He was 
recognized as one of the top new gay authors in 
the 2017 Rainbow Awards, and his debut novel 
Skythane received two awards and an honorable 
mention. He is also active in the writing field.  He 
is a member of the Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writers of America and is the Chair of its Indie 
Author Committee. In Sacramento, he runs the 
Queer Sacramento Authors’ Collective.
Right now, Coatsworth is writing a a sci-fi trilogy 
called The Tharassas Cycle, about the conflict 
between humanity and two alien races.  After that, 
he plans follow-ons to his Dropnauts book to make 
it into a trilogy.
When asked about whether he has advice 
foraspiring writers, he was quick to answer “Don’t 
stop. You are a writer because you need to write.  
Write what you want to write, don’t chase the 
market.”

All of Coatsworth’s books are available on Amazon 
and other locations where books are sold.  He 
encourages interested readers to check out his 
website (https://www.jscottcoatsworth.com) where 
a free e-book is available, and also his social media 
links.
And if you are feeling down about things happening 
in the world, I recommend you read his blog post 
from January entitled “Sci-Fi Hopes and Dreams” 
https://www.jscottcoatsworth.com/point-of-view-sci-fi-
hopes-and-dreams/ 
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Mamma Susanna’s 

  

Ristorante Italiano

916-452-7465

Expires 5/31/2022
  

Cannot be used with any other
offers, coupons or discounts.

4-8 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday & Th	sday
4-9 p.m. Friday & Sat	day, 3-8 p.m. Sunday

AND Indoor Dining!

C�e help supp�t y�r local neighb�hd, 
family �ned resta	ant.

Check �t �r Spring Special!

Fettuccini Vongole’
Clams and �esh cherry tomatoes 
tossed with a spicy sa�on white wine sauce
Served with salad & focaccia 

$22


