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Monthly RPNA Board  
Meeting – Thursdays,  
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March 19th at 7:30 p.m. 
at Fremont Presbyterian 
Church - All residents are  
welcome!

Garden Club Garden Tour 
April 18!

Upcoming Events…

by Tony MaderWhere are the Water Meters?
While it has been a peaceful winter in 
River Park, major projects are coming 
on the horizon.   The first major 
project scheduled to begin is the 
instillation of water meters.  The exact 
start date is unknown because the 
work will not begin in River Park until 
the same contractor finishes work in 
East Sac, but the latest estimate is 
sometime in April.
If you have questions, there are 
several ways to get more information. 
As a reminder, the City has a 
dedicated website with the latest 
schedules and information on what 
to expect:  www.MetersMatter.com.   
RPNA is also working with the project 
consultant to come back again for our 
Spring General Meeting to provide 
an update and answer any additional 
general questions.  Examples of 
additional questions that have come 
up include how detours are going to 
be handled when constructions are 
occurring at key locations, such as 

Carlson Drive near the neighborhood 
entrance. That meeting date is likely 
to be March 21, but be on the lookout 
for more information.
For questions related to your specific 
residence, many residents have 
already taken advantage of the 
opportunity to talk directly with the 
consultant’s lead inspector (Chris 
Estep, KMP Strategies).  If you have 
questions, you may want to wait until 
the General Meeting, but talking 
directly to the consultant about your 
residence is also an option.
The consultant expects it will take 
approximately one year to get through 
the entire neighborhood.  The other 
project that will be beginning soon 
is the Army Corp erosion-protection 
project.  That project is expected to 
begin towards the end of the year.  
There will be a lot of action in/near 
the neighborhood over the next two 
years!

“Thank You” to River Park Residents  
             by Eric Huitt

In December, four students at Jesuit High 
School (two of whom reside in River Park)-
-Eric Huitt, Avi Shapiro, Tommy Ineichen, 
and Eitan Goore--approached River Park 
residents for non-perishable donations for the 
Jesuit High School food drive for the Stanford 
Settlement (a local non-profit working with 
children, teens and seniors).  River Park 
responded with over 5500 pounds of food that 
helped many families. The boys want to thank 
all the donors for their incredible generosity.

Spring Meeting 
March 21st

Get the latest on water meter 
installation and more!

Spring Membership 
Drive!

To check membership status, send 
e-mail with name and address to 
RPNAMembership@gmail.com
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RPNA Board and Office Holders for 2020         by Tony Mader

The RPNA Board started the year with just eight board members, three short of the 11 
called for in the organization’s bylaws. There are six returning board members: Allyssa 
Mader, Tony Mader, Brian Nowicki, David Morrow, Lynette Scalora-Palacios, and Chip 
Studley; and two new members: Louise Dowd and August Wissmath.  
To keep the board at an odd number for the 2020 year, the board voted to reduce the 
number of board members to 9 (just for 2020).  The ninth board member will be identified 
and appointed during the year.  During the January meeting, the board elected the officers 
for 2020, which are: August Wissmath (President), Tony Mader (VP), Allyssa Mader 
(Treasurer), and Lynette Scalora-Palacios (Secretary).
We also have new Honorary Board Member positions created for Bryce Porath and Rosetta 
Porath, two Caleb Greenwood students who expressed an interest in joining the board.  
Bryce and Rosetta were regular attendees during our meetings in 2019 and have brought 
a lot of positive energy and ideas to the board.  Look out in 2020 to see their contributions 
materialize for our neighborhood!
Are you interested in engaging on issues or helping with anything this year? We strongly 
encourage participation in our monthly meetings which are open to all RP residents.  They 
are held on the third Thursday of each month, 7:30pm, at Fremont Church, room 210.  
Dessert is always served!

District Three News                           by Councilmember Jeff Harris

The Erlewine gate is up and ready for business.  As of this weekend, there 
is an integrated combination lock on both sides of the gate.  The combination is 
available from the River Park Neighborhood Association for River Park neighbors 
to use (see the article on pages 3-4 for the code). There is also an open access to 
the parkway just down the road at Glenn Hall Park for the entire community.  
Over many years, at the request of neighbors, the gate has been permanently 
locked, permanently unlocked and some combination of the two.   Most recently, 
around 2012, neighbors asked the previous Councilmember if it could be opened 
to allow access to the parkway.  In the last few years, some neighbors have seen 
increasing access gained by folks who do not live in the neighborhood and asked 
it to be permanently closed.  Again, as in the past, others asked it to be left open.  
A compromise was reached and the neighborhood association requested the City 
install a combination gate/lock like what is there today.  
Thank you to the many neighbors who have weighed in with our office and with 
the River Park Neighborhood Association about what to do with the gate. The 
compromise was just that, a compromise – each side gave a little for the good of 
the neighborhood.     
March 3 is the 2020 Primary Election date. This is the earliest I can ever 
remember a primary election taking place in California.This is a critical election 
year for our nation, state and our community. Please vote!
There are a number of significant issues being decided that will affect our 
community for many years to come.  While I am legally barred from using official 
resources, like this newsletter, to advocate for or against any measures before 
the voters, I can and I am more than happy to do so outside of my Council office.
To ask me a question about an item on the March 2020 ballot, send me an email 
to jshcadence@gmail.com.  Please give me your name and address and I will be 
happy to tell you my position and reasoning about items on the March 2020 ballot.   
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If you don’t live towards the north/west 
side of River Park, you may not be 
aware that there is a utility gate that 
connects Erlewine Circle to the levee 
(aka “E-Gate”). This gate has been the 
source of some controversy recently, 
and the City is making some changes 
in its management.
To understand what is happening with the gate, 
it can be helpful to know the history.  Until June 
1987, the property where the gate is located was 
owned by Jones, Brand and Hullin (Real Estate 
Group), who allowed it to be used for public 
access.  Following the 1986 flood event, the City 
purchased the property for the purpose of flood 
protection and utility access for the Department of 
Utilities.
Between 1987 and today, the City has tried to 
balance the desires of residents to have American 
River Parkway access through this gate while 
maintaining the neighborhood’s quality.  The 
gate has been both locked and unlocked at times 
during this period. For a time, the gate was locked 
with physical keys distributed to residents of River 
Park upon submitting proof of residency to the 
City.  Although some believe this model worked 
well at first, this process was difficult to administer, 
and was eventually abandoned. The gate thus has 
remained mostly unlocked for the last few years.
Beginning in 2018, a number of residents in the 
north/west end of River Park asked for the gate to 
be locked, reporting an increase in non-residents 
coming through the gate, many exhibiting 
symptoms of mental illness and/or drug/alcohol 
abuse and affecting the quality of life in that part 
of the neighborhood.  Some individuals have been 
observed casing homes, appearing to be on the 
lookout for opportunistic crime, going through 
resident’s garbage cans, encroaching on their 
property to use their water faucets, rest on their 
porches or lawn, etc.
The concerns are also increasing given (1) the 
City’s plan to extend the paved Two Rivers Trail 
along the top of the levee at that location and (2) 
CalTrans’ plans to connect that location to the 
other side of the river via a pedestrian path along 

by Tony Mader

the Business-80 bridge.  Concerned 
residents successfully lobbied the City to 
remove the E-Gate as a public access 
point to the Two Rivers Trail, which 
was reflected by removing that gate 
as an access point in the official plan 
documents.
Starting in March 2019, the City asked the 

RPNA Board to help figure out what to do with the 
E-Gate given the facts above, combined with the 
fact that many residents use the gate for commuting 
and recreation and do not want to see it locked 
and/or do not want people to jump the fence into 
adjacent properties to gain entrance to River Park 
due to a locked gate.
Over the summer, the RPNA Board held vibrant 
discussions on the issue at three consecutive 
Board meetings that included both individuals 
who use the gate and do not want to see it locked 
and individuals who would like it locked.  To help 
facilitate discussion, the Board created a document 

What is All the Fuss About the Erlewine Gate?

 continued on pg. 4
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All the usual reasons to invest 
with Edward Jones. Plus one.

www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Now investors in River Park have 
one more reason to feel confident 
about their financial future. 
Contact Financial Advisor Carl 
Wenger and experience how 
Edward Jones makes sense of 
investing.

Carl D Wenger 
Financial Advisor

555 University Ave Ste 
137 
Sacramento, CA 95825-
6521 
916-339-6396
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that explained the history of the gate and options 
that could be recommended to the City (linked 
at https://riverparksacramento.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/08/Options-for-Erlewine-Gate.pdf).
At the September Board meeting, the RPNA 
Board voted to recommend the City implement a 
compromise for the E-Gate, specifically to install a 
gate with an industrial code lock where numbers 
could be pressed on either side to open it.  Such a 
solution has the potential to meet the needs of both 
groups of constituents--those who want access and 
those who want to see it locked.
Implementation of this solution was initially delayed 
by the City due to funding issues.  When the 
funding was identified, the Department of Utilities 
started work in late December to install the lock 
and fortify the gate and fence.  Unfortunately, 
there was a miscommunication at the City, and 
the Department of Utilities initially locked the 
gate, instead of leaving it unlocked, to allow for a 
seamless implementation of the code distribution.  
Also, the initial lock also did not work properly, only 

Erlewine Gate (cont’d)  continued from pg. 3

The River Park Review is published by the RPNA,  
which is responsible for its content. RPNA reserves  

the right to edit and/or reject submissions. For advertising, 
go to www.riverparksacramento.org/advertising 
Questions? contact Janet Mason at 736-1132 

or ibd@surewest.net

Advertise in the Review

allowing access from 
one side of the gate.  
As of the writing of this 
article, the lock is now 
set with the code of 
C1560X.  We will likely 
be working with the 
City on a process for 
changing the code on 
some sort of regular 
basis (e.g., every 6 
months), and will be 
establishing a process 

to make sure people are aware of the new code 
ahead of time.  
One of our main methods to communicate about 
a new code or any process to get the code will 
likely be the new RPNA e-mail list serve. I want to 
encourage neighbors to sign up for that method 
of getting updates.  E-mail updates have similar 
information to what the RPNA Board posts on social 
media, but you get them in your inbox without 
having to check social media.  The link to sign up 
for our e-mail updates is at the bottom of https://
riverparksacramento.org  
We hope residents work cooperatively to make this 
solution work for the whole of the neighborhood.  If 
the code lock solution does not work, the City will 
likely need to lock the gate permanently given that it 
was formally rejected as an access point for the Two 
Rivers Trail Phase II (scheduled to be completed 
in 2022), is not zoned for public access, and is not 
ADA compliant. n

LIFE IS BETTER  
WHEN YOU HAVE  
A PLAN

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance 
is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. Visit farmers.
com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. 
Coverage is not available in all states.

Call 916.453.2910 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Kevin Guinn

Your Local Agent

CA License # 0F79092

555 UNIVERSITY AVE STE 250

SACRAMENTO, CA 95825

KGUINN@FARMERSAGENT.COM

https://agents.farmers.com/kguinn

 ■ Contact me for a free coverage review
 ■ Coverage you can customize to meet your needs
 ■ Get the most value for your coverage

Articles for the Review…
To contribute, contact: Richard Vincent  

at 916-228-4714 or 
email: rcvincent@sbcglobal.net
Please put “letter to the editor” 
in the subject line of your email
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Febru�y Special!

916-452-7465
5487 Carlson Drive • Sacramento, CA 95819

Mamma Susanna’s 

Expires 2/29/2020
  

Cannot be used with any other
offers, coupons or discounts.

Spaghetti Dinner for 2
w/salad and focaccia bread

     

Ristorante Italiano

Dine In or Take out!

$20
G
d � Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays �
Th�sdays

Accepting Applicati�s
for the 2020-2021 school year!

One Tuition Rate for ALL Students!

Love with Devotion  +  Learn with Passion  +  Lead with Faith

(916) 452-1100

Tuition includes...
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Fully Accredited
Preschool to 8th 
In East Sacramento

“Elise was extremely helpful in the purchase of our First Home! 
We looked for several months and Elise was always available 

to visit open houses and answer her phone when ever we had any 
questions! The best compliment I can give is we have found our 

Real Estate agent for life! Thank you so much Elise!”
~ Aaron W.
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Pruning Workshop   
River Park’s own David Boyer, Retired 
US Forest Service Forester and member 
of the River Park Tree Canopy Project 
Steering Committee, led the recent 
Pruning Young Trees Workshop.  Held 
on Saturday, January 18, the workshop 
had two parts--a slide presentation at 
the Fremont Presbyterian Church and a 
demonstration session wherein several 
young trees were pruned to give real-
world examples of the proper pruning 
procedure.  Thanks to the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation for letting Dave include their slides in his 
presentation, and thanks to Jan Wooley, co-chair of 
the Steering Committee, for coordinating the event.  
Thanks, too, to Fremont Presbyterian Church, for 
letting us use their facilities for the classroom part of 
the day.
In case you missed it, be sure to check out the 
Sacramento Tree Foundation website for information 
on proper tree pruning: https://www.sactree.com/
assets/1449-12%20Pruning%20Book.pdf

Reasons for Pruning
Because each cut has the potential to change the 
growth of the tree, no branch should be removed 
without a reason. Common reasons for pruning are 
to remove dead branches, to improve form, and to 
reduce risk. Trees may also be pruned to increase 
light and air penetration to the inside of the tree’s 
crown or to the landscape below. In most cases, 
mature trees are pruned as corrective or preventive 
measures, as routine thinning does not necessarily 
improve the health of a tree

When to Prune
Most routine pruning to remove weak, diseased, or 
dead limbs can be accomplished at any time during 
the year with little effect on the tree. However, 
structural pruning should generally occur during the 
dormant season (i.e., winter).

Pruning Young Trees
A good structure of primary branches should be 
established while the tree is young. These limbs, 
called scaffold branches, are a mature tree’s 
framework. Properly trained young trees will develop 

  by Kate Riley

a strong structure that requires less 
corrective pruning as they mature. For 
most young trees, maintain a single 
dominant leader growing upward. Do not 
prune back the tip of this leader.  (That 
is “topping” – perhaps the most harmful 
pruning practice.)
Proper pruning is essential in developing 
a tree with a strong structure and 
desirable form. Trees that receive the 
appropriate pruning measures while they 

are young will require less corrective pruning as 
they mature.

Show Us Your Tree
Send us a picture of your River Park tree.  Let us 
know why you love it. Is it big, is it historic, does 
it have flowers in the Spring or colors in the Fall?  
Do children play in or under it? Did the community 
plant your tree in one of our six Community Tree 
Plantings?  
Please email a good quality picture (it can be a 
phone camera pic, if it’s in focus!) with your name 
and address.  Feel free to include yourself, your 
family, your neighbors, and/or your pets in the 
picture (but that’s not required.)  We won’t include 
your house number, but will include the street, 
unless you ask us not to. Let’s share our beautiful 
tree canopy – and how the community has worked 
together to re-build it!  Send your picture and 
information to kbriley@surewest.net.  
We have received two great examples of River 
Park trees already. Isn’t it time to share your great 
tree with the neighborhood?

Tree Pruning
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Caleb Greenwood Elementary IB K-6 School

Caleb Corner 

by Jill Olmstead

Readathon Fundraiser
Caleb Greenwood School is hosting its 4th Annual Readathon fundraiser, with the goal of raising $10,000 
to support enrichment programs such as art, music, and technology. Let’s support our neighborhood 
school! 
From January 27th through February 11th, students will participate in the Readathon,   reading as many 
books as they can and asking for donations.  Students will also have the opportunity to create fundraising 
pledge pages to raise money for the school. 
On February 1st, head to Barnes & Noble on Arden to attend the Caleb Greenwood book fair. Mention 
“Caleb Greenwood” at the register, and a portion of your purchase will go directly toward the school-wide 
Readathon goal. Visit BN.com/bookfairs to support us online from 2/1/20 to 2/6/20 by entering Bookfair 
ID 12584983 at checkout.
Ask your favorite Caleb Greenwood Cougar for more information about the Readathon activities this 
month. 

Donation for Music
Caleb Greenwood Elementary was the recent recipient of a generous donation of over $11,000 to 
support and enrich music education. The money is designated for the purchase of new instruments, for 
student scholarships toward after-school theater and band, and for the future development of an after-
school choir. The anonymous donors know personally the value of music education in their own family 
and wanted to pay it forward to students at Caleb Greenwood. Our entire community will benefit from this 
amazing gift.

Come join the River Park Mother’s Club!           

The River Park Mothers Club has been a River Park tradition and institution since 1954. 
The club is open to any and all mothers who live in our neighborhood. Upcoming activities 
include: 
* Annual Install Meeting (February) 
* Meals for new moms

     * Park Meet-Ups
The club is saying “goodbye” to GroupSpaces and is in the process of developing a website. In the 
meantime, we will be using Facebook as our main way of communicating with the group. If you are not on 
Facebook, please send an email to riverparkmothersclub@gmail.com and let us know so that we can keep 
you in the loop.
River Park Mother’s Club is a great way to meet your neighbors, find new friends at our playgroups, and 
have fun.  New members are always welcome! The club does charge membership dues, which pay for 
club activities.  For more information, please email  riverparkmothersclub@gmail.com.

by Erika Giorgi
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by Kimberly Teague

Thank you to the twelve homes who entered the Holiday Lights 
Contest this year with fabulous displays and to the 100+ residents 
who turned out on a chilly December night to vote!  
In recent years, the holiday lights contest has become an event in 
the neighborhood.  Years ago, just a few RPNA Board members 
would vote on the entries and determine the winners.  Thanks 
to new board members, the contest has become a night of 
community involvement.  Hot chocolate, hot cider, sweet treats, 
Christmas carols sung by our local scout troops (this year it was 
Cub Scouts Pack 128, Dens 3 & 12), and visiting with neighbors 
around a warm fire have become the new norm.  It’s quite fun and 
festive.
This year, the winner once again was James McBride, who now 
lives on Moddison. James goes above & beyond every year with 
bright, creative, thoughtful displays.  Congratulations, James!  
The top three scores were:
1. 5041 Moddison, James McBride  ($200)
2. 5301 Monalee, Kelli & Jami Richmond-Moore ($50)
3. 270 Messina, Judy Sherman ($25)
Thanks also to Tony & Allyssa Mader for their help on the night 
of voting and for bringing the cookies, brownies & s’mores that 
were a hit with all the kids; and to David Boyer for setting up 
and removing the lighted barricades at each house. On behalf 
of RPNA, we truly appreciate everyone’s contribution and 
participation in this happy holiday event. 

River Park Holiday Light Competition

Sidney Poritz 
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

CalRE #01848054

River Park, Sacramento
Suburbia in the City

Ready to make your move?  
I’m ready to help.

C. 916.500.1522
Sidney@poritzrealestate.com | eastsacsales.com

Not intended as a solicitation if your property is already listed by another broker. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 
Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.   19NB2A-DC_SAC_11/19

I’m Skylar Thomas, and I’ve 
recently moved to River Park 
and am offering piano lessons 
in the neighborhood in my 
home. I have a B.A. in Music 
Performance from CSUS, 
10 years of experience 
teaching piano, and have 
found that one-hour lessons 
are the most effective way 
for you or your child to learn 
each week.

Piano Lessons in River Park!!
All Ages - All Levels - Casual or Competitive

Please call/text with questions, rates, or to 
schedule an appointment at (916) 549-4261 

~ or ~
email me at SkylarThomasPiano@gmail.com

Please leave a message and I will get back to you.
Thank you!    Skylar
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River Park Garden Club Update    
   by Ron McCormack, Pat Smith

Park Pets

Send a quality 
close-up digital 

photo of your River 
Park pet to: ibd@

surewest.net

Zumi has lived here in River Park for all 8 years 
of his life, Micki is only 1 but is already into 
swimming in the river with Zumi.

They both love chasing 
sticks and playing with 
other dogs.
Maddie Brown

Potluck Meeting

The River Park Garden Club invites members and 
neighbors to join us Thursday, February 20, at 
6:30 PM at the Shepard Garden and Arts center 
in McKinley Park. Children are welcome. The 
evening will end around 8:30 PM.  Our featured 
speaker will be Greg Gayton, Nursery Community 
Outreach Ambassador for Green Acres Nursery 
and Supply.  He will speak on “What’s New at 
Green Acres Nursery for 2020.“  He will update us 
on new plants available for spring 2020 planting 
in Sacramento. Bring a plate, utensils, and a dish 
to share.
Other Garden Club Events 

• The Shepard Garden and Arts Center Spring 
Sale on Saturday, March 14, and Sunday, March 
15, 10 AM to 4 PM
The sale is a great way to pick up garden-related 
items at a discount.  Help make the River Park 
Garden Club successful; donate garden-related 
salable items by calling Lynn McCormack (916) 
455-4159 or (916) 548-0706.  A garden club 
member will pick up and transport the donated 
items or you can drop them off at Lynn‘s home in 
East Sacramento. Donations are tax-deductible 
as the club is a 501C(4), civic club.

3614 McKinley Boulevard

916.469.9235
www.studleychiro.com

specially trained in  
auto accidents, 
sports injuries 

and a  
river park  

resident!

back pain  •  neck pain  •  “pinched” nerves 
Herniated discs  •  headaches  •  arthritis 

muscle strains  •  sciatica  •  plantar fasciitis
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Could you jump out of bed, be 
dressed, out the door and ready to 
do your job in 60 seconds?  Mike 
McGoldrick can.
“One minute is the national standard 
for fire fighters to be dressed and 
ready,” said Mike, a firefighter and 
company office--Engine Captain--with 
Metro Fire. He has lived in River Park 
with his family for nearly 20 years. 
 “Also, there’s no warm up, so it’s hard 
on your body. It’s 2 a.m., the alarm 
goes off, and you have to be out of 
the station and ready to work in that 
one minute,” said Mike, who manages 
a team of three at Metro Fire Station 
No.110 on Eastern Ave. his “regular” 
shift is 48 hours on and 96 hours off.
Hard on your body? You might say. It’s a very physical 
job that includes hoisting hoses filled with water, lifting 
people, and also toting ladders.
“Ladders weigh a lot, [as do] the hoses. The weight of a 
hose depends on its diameter, but 300 feet of any hose 
filled with 150 gallons of water is pretty heavy, and the 
gear we wear weighs 50 pounds by itself,” Mike said. 
“The majority of the work today--99 percent of it--is 
medical calls for people having health issues and vehicle 
accidents. There is also the occasional cat rescue. The 
last time I went out on a fire call was this Christmas Eve,” 
he said. 
“We get those [accident] calls fairly frequently,” he said. 
Good news: “As far as vehicle accidents are concerned, 
because cars are lighter, they do not generate as much 
inertia,” he said. “And with better protection built into 
cars today, the magnitude of injuries has definitely 
decreased.”
Seeing an auto accident got him into the business. “I 
was going to Sac State, struggling with meeting the 
parameters of school, let’s say, and one day, driving 
home I was at Howe Ave. and Fair Oaks and an accident 
happened right in front of me,” he recounted. Until then, 
he said he didn’t know what he wanted as a career and 
had not thought of becoming an emergency professional. 
“On a whim,  
I thought ‘well, okay, maybe I could do that’, and that was 
the impetus behind my whole career.”
Mike began his working life as a firefighter in 1992. After 
training, he worked as a “paid call” fire fighter for the 
American River Fire District, which no longer exists; the 
area is now part of Metro Fire.
“I also served as a communications technician. That’s 

Meet the Neighbor                              by Pat B. Smith

all radios and telephones. I also 
did a three-year stint as a training 
officer for entry-level fire fighters at 
the Metro Fire Regional Academy 
in Citrus Heights,” he said. “The 
classes were either as small as eight 
trainees or as large as 28. We only 
hold two academy classes per year. 
It’s the first step in qualifying for a 
position with the district.”
The most difficult part of working 
in the business is “Managing 
everything. Multi-tasking. I always 
say it is high intensity, but low 
duration,” said Mike, leaving out 
the mental strain that emergency 
situations levy on emergency 
responders. 
“The work has its challenges. The 

good thing is that you are working with people who are 
like-minded,” he said. The intensity of the job, often 
depending on your co-workers for your safety and your 
life, is very different than what most people experience  
at work. And, that builds a special kind of camaraderie.
“It’s like having a second family,” he said. “After all, I 
spend a third of my life with the crew. And you have to 
have a sense of humor. That helps. It’s an important part 
of the debriefing process (after a call).”
No doubt Mike learned teamwork naturally. He grew 
up in a large Irish family with five brothers and four 
sisters. Mike’s wife, Amy, only has two siblings. Amy 
and Mike have two children. Amanda, 17, is a senior at 
Rio Americano High School and will head off to nursing 
school in the fall. Son Jack, 14, is in the eighth grade at 
Sutter Middle School.
“We are very blessed with our children,” Mike said.
Until they had children, Amy was a deaf/hard-of-hearing 
specialist teacher at Dewey Elementary School in Fair 
Oaks. Now that their children are older, she has gone 
back to work as an instructional aide in the deaf/hard-of-
hearing program at Sutter Middle School. Both parents 
were also active at Caleb/Greenwood Elementary School 
when their kids were younger.
During his time off, one of Mike’s hobbies is riding his 
bicycle. He’s also a big fan of bicycle racing and has 
seen the Tour de France -- in person.  
“At home, I am lucky to live in a neighborhood where 
I can really relax,” he said. “We moved here because 
River Park has the reputation for being a good family 
neighborhood where people look out for each other.” 

Just as firefighters do. n
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916-698-1961  • 3016 G Street

Put River Park & East Sacramento
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Call me TODAY
for all of your real estate needs!
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River Park Baseball    
Let’s play ball! (in March) 
River Park Baseball exists to provide a safe and fun 
environment for our youth to learn and grow through the 
sport. Baseball is a unique blend of both team and individual 
hard work and achievements coming together to create a 
rich experience steeped in lessons to apply both on and off 
the field. River Park Baseball takes this concept to heart. 
Being deeply committed to our tradition, year after year, we 
coach the values of community, sportsmanship, and growth 
to all of the players who walk onto Ciavarella Field. It is our 
hope that everyone--players, parents, and spectators--will 
continue to promote these values, helping to keep River Park 
Baseball a unique experience. 
We are inviting the community to join us for the Opening 
Day parade and festivities at 9:00 a.m., March 7, 2020!  The 
parade will star at Ciavarella Field, go up Moddison, take a 
left on Sandburg down to Glenn Hall, then a right on Carlson, 
another right on Moddison, and thence back to the field. 
(See the map.)  
Players have fun decorating their “floats” and riding through 
the neighborhood to waves and cheers until they return 
to Ciavarella Field for Opening Day remarks and the 
announcement of the players. We hope you’ll join us and 
pick a spot along the route to cheer them on as they pass. 
It is such a memorable event for everyone who participates, 
and seeing the community turnout in support just amplifies 
the experience that much more.
We sincerely hope that at some point in the season you 
will come down to Ciavarella Field, grab a hamburger or a 

by Greg Reali

hotdog, maybe even a seat, and enjoy our--and your--little 
slice of Americana tucked neatly at the end of Moddison 
Avenue. 
Traditions and values are instilled in an organization over many 
years, and we recognize that many River Park residents have 
been part of that process. Some of the current members of 
River Park Baseball have bits and pieces of our history, but we 
would like to put together a more comprehensive history. If you 
have information or photos of River Park Baseball to share, 
we would love to receive them. To share a history or photo of 
River Park Baseball, please reach out to Greg Reali  
at gregreali@gmail.com.
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River Park Crime Report by Shelley Hescock

Hello, Neighbors. There were 11 crimes reported from December 1st through the writing of this article on 
January 12th.
12/05/2019 11:35am   Possible Financial Crime  37XX Breuner
12/16/2019 4:28pm     Harassment   53XX Spilman
12/18/2019 6:40am     Possible Harassment   54XX Carlson
12/18/2019 7:45am     Harassment   Ruth Ct.
12/19/2019 1:15pm      Harassment   55XX Camellia
12/22/2019 4:00am      Petty Theft Vehicle   53XX Jerome  (Left Unlocked)
12/22/2019 4:25am     Petty Theft    54XX Spilman
12/22/2019 6:40am    Petty Theft Vehicle   53XX Jerome  (Left Unlocked)
12/22/2019 10:35am   Found Property   54XX Sandburg
12/26/2019 10:30pm   Missing Person   52XX Betty Way
1/06/2020 12:07pm     Miscellaneous Report   Carlson/Spilman

Not all crimes went reported. I read about them 
on Facebook and on NextDoor.  I would again like 
to ask all of you to please report  ALL CRIME, no 
matter how small, to SacPD. That is how we as a 
neighborhood get services!  If the neighborhood 
looks like a sleepy neighborhood where nothing 
much goes on, we do not get regular patrols. I know 
I have talked about this a lot lately and probably 
sound like a broken record.  However, my prime 
concern as Neighborhood Patrol is keeping us all 
safe.
I have come up with an idea that I discussed with 
SacPD. It would be utilizing your surveillance 
cameras to the benefit of all neighbors and having 
them privately on a list with SacPD. When a crime 
would occur on or near your street, someone could 
then reach out to you to see if you might have 
captured something. Please feel free to e-mail me 
your thoughts at RiverParkPatrol@Gmail.Com. 
More on that to come later.
Also, I have 3x5 “Lock, Take, Hide” cards that can 
be put on the dashboard of your vehicle to send 
a message that you are one who locks up. So 
if you’re a criminal, move on! This car is locked 
with no valuables left inside!  Message me at 
RiverParkPatrol@Gmail.Com to get one! I will also 
bring them to the RPNA General meeting held 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30pm at 
Fremont Church room 210.

 Membership Dues are $15.00 annually.
Checks payable to: RPNA, PO Box 19866,  

Sacramento CA 95819-0866 
Questions? rpnamembership@gmail.com 


