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   Fall general meeting a success 
 
   On Saturday, October 22, approximately 50 River Park resi-
dents gathered for the River Park fall general meeting. The first 
speaker was Sacramento Police Captain Ken Bernard, who re-
cently assumed the post of Area Commander after the promotion 
of Dana Matthes to Deputy Police Chief. Captain Bernard was 
asked about recent home and vehicle burglaries in the neighbor-
hood. He encouraged residents to be aware and vigilant, to keep 
doors locked and lights on, and to report all suspicious persons 
and activity to the Sacramento Police Department non-emergency 
number at 264-5471. RPNA welcomes Captain Bernard to River 
Park and looks forward to working closely with him and 
his officers on crime prevention and neighborhood safety 
   
   Next up was Liisa Stark, Director of Public Relations for Union 
Pacific Railroad, to discuss late night train horns that disrupt nu-
merous residents in River Park and East Sacramento.  Please see 
the article on page 7 for more details on her presentation. 
    
   Finally, we heard from our local elected representatives. Phil 
Serna now represents River Park on the Sacramento County 
board of supervisors as a result of the county's recent redistrict-
ing. Steve Cohn continues to represent River Park on the Sacra-
mento city council after the city's redistricting. Supervisor Serna 
and Councilmember Cohn discussed many issues, including 
homeless camping in the American River Parkway, reductions in 
public safety positions due to budget cuts, and the importance of 
neighborhood activism to raise funds for maintenance and opera-
tions of neighborhood pools and parks. Councilmember Cohn can 
be reached at 808-7003, or contact him by email at 
SCohn@cityofsacramento.org. Contact Supervisor Serna at  
874-5485, or by email at SupervisorSerna@saccounty.net. 

  2011 Holiday lights contest! 
    The River Park Neighborhood Association will sponsor 
its Holiday Lights contest again this year. The Magallanes 
family has generously offered to make the California Laun-
dry Centers / Bee Thrifty shop available for entry form pick 
up and drop off. Entry forms will also be available on the 
RPNA website at www.riverparksacramento.net. Entry 
forms are due in by Tuesday, December 20th and must be 
placed in the Holiday Lights box at the River Park Laundro-
mat by 5 p.m. that day to be considered for judging. 
 
   The first place winner will receive a $75 gift certificate to 
One Speed restaurant located at 4818 Folsom Blvd. Second 
place will receive a $50 gift certificate to River Park’s 
Mamma Susanna’s Italian restaurant. Third place will re-
ceive a $25 gift certificate to Nopalitos Southwest Cafe 
which has long been a favorite of River Park residents. The 
fourth place winner will receive a $20 gift certificate to 
OPA OPA, the fabulous Greek restaurant owned by River 
Park’s own Phil Courey. In addition to the above prize win-
ners, honorable mention recognition will go to displays 
ranking 5th through 8th place.  
 
   The Holiday Lights committee needs volunteers to help 
with judging. If you are interested, please contact Barbara 
Debert at Barbara.Debert@yahoo.com. Judging will take 
place during the fourth week of December, date and time to 
be announced. RPNA President Steve Harriman will be tak-
ing pictures of the winning displays. A picture of the win-
ning display will appear in the next River Park Review. 
 

 UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS                       December 2011…..     and beyond 

  Saturday  Dec. 10 
  Pancake Breakfast 
    Flapjack 5K run 
          Book sale 
 Caleb Greenwood School  
          8 a.m - 11 a.m. 
       See page 2 for details 

  Thursday Feb. 9  
 River Park Garden Club  
 Potluck dinner    6:30 p.m. 
   “The Right Tree in the  
             Right Place” 
    Fremont Presbyterian    
    Church  
           Ferguson Hall 

  Thursday Feb. 16  
      RPNA Meetings 
 

   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
   RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
       Fremont Presbyterian    
                   Church       
              Geneva Room 

  Thursday  Jan. 19 
      RPNA Meetings 
 

   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
   RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
       Fremont Presbyterian    
                   Church       
              Geneva Room 

BULLETIN!  Final RPNA board of directors election results!  The six winners are: Steve Harriman, Janet Mason, Steve Johns, 
Frank Cirill, Todd Damiano, and Jerry Raulinaitis.  286 ballots were cast representing a 39% voter turnout of active RPNA members. 

Pancake Breakfast—Fun Run  Saturday Dec. 10 
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   Not quite up to running 26.2 miles in the California  
International Marathon at the beginning of December? 
Interested in supporting Caleb Greenwood School and 
getting a cool student-designed tee shirt in the process? 
Then here is just the run for you. Caleb Greenwood K- 8 
School is hosting its 4th annual Flapjack 5k and 
Short Stack Kids Run on Saturday, December 10th prior 
to the Holiday Breakfast (held at Caleb Greenwood as 
well with a delicious breakfast of pancakes, sausage/bacon, 
fresh fruit, juice and coffee being served from 8:00 – 11:00).  
Pancake breakfast tickets can be purchased the morning of  
December 10th in the cafeteria ($4 for kids; $5 for seniors 
and $6 for adults).   
   This year we are beyond proud to merge with local Girls 
on the Run chapters as well as partner in sponsorship with 
Fleet Feet Sports.    
   Start times for the various runs that will take run-
ners/walkers on a flat course through beautiful River Park 
are as follows: 
 

Short Stack Kids ¼ mile run will start at 8:00 a.m.  
Short Stack Kids ½ mile run at 8:10 a.m. 
Flapjack 5k at 8:30 a.m.  
Girls on the Run 5k at 8:45 a.m. 

 
  

 The kids run registration fee is $10; 5k runners $25. All runners 
will receive a tee shirt, water on the course and a Clif Bar upon 
finishing. Caleb Greenwood students will benefit greatly from 
the proceeds generated from this run. Registration forms are 
available through this website: www.flapjack5k.com in the 
Caleb Greenwood office or on race day starting at 7:00 a.m. 
Thanks in advance for your continued support of our amazing 
neighborhood school. 
 
                   Book sale also on Dec. 10 
                   Donate books now 
 
   Please donate your books of all kinds to the Caleb Greenwood 
School Library Used Book Sale! The sale will happen at the 
school on Saturday, December 10, in conjunction with the Flap-
jack 5K Fun Run and Pancake Breakfast. 
   The Caleb Greenwood School Library Volunteers will be sell-
ing books to raise funds to purchase new books for the library. 
   Please bring your books to the Caleb School Office prior to 
Dec. 10. 
 
   If you are interested in helping prepare for or work at the Book 
Sale, please email Shannon Huddy at shannonc@cwo.com, 
Eadie Parody at eadieparody@yahoo.com, or Kate Riley at 
kriley@surewest.net. 

  Dec. 10  —  Pancake Breakfast,  Flapjack 5K and Short Stack Kids’ Runs 
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Freddy 

  Let your excess citrus combat hunger 
 
   River Park is a rich and abundant neighborhood where many 
residents have fruit trees of various types. Certain times of the 
year though, it is virtually impossible to keep up with all of this 
bounty as it ripens. This is evident each year as you tour the 
neighborhood, and find piles of discarded citrus in the street 
waiting for pickup. You can see many of the trees still carrying 
their fruit late into the season when it has become inedible.   
   A solution is at hand. Harvest Sacramento, founded in 2009, 
is a project of Soil Born Farms that strives to create partner-
ships between residents, community groups, and non-profits to 
harvest excess fruit and vegetables and place it in the hands of 
local assistance agencies. In 2009 Harvest Sacramento picked 
3000 lbs. of fresh citrus with the help of 30 volunteers. Each 
year community involvement has increased and so far in 2011, 
over 35,000 lbs. have been picked with the help of over 250 
volunteers. 
   You can get involved in two ways. If you have any trees that 
you would like picked, there is a web site to register these 
trees. Also, look around your part of the neighborhood and see 
if you spot any trees your neighbors do not pick. Encourage 
them to go to the registry and list their trees for harvest. The 
registry can be found at http://tinyurl.com/TreeRegistry.   
   Another way to get involved is to volunteer your time to help 
identify and pick the fruit trees that need harvesting. Harvest 
Sacramento organizes volunteers to both canvass and to har-
vest, primarily on weekends, throughout the year as fruit be-
comes available. In addition, if there is enough interest, we 
would like to organize River Park specific volunteer days, 
similar to what is being done at Glenn Hall Park with park 
maintenance. No specific skills or equipment is required.    
Contact information is included below. 
 
        Donald Bybee                          Randy Stannard 
        River Park                               Harvest Sacramento 
         452-8014                                 1-530-204-8082 
     dbybe@me.com                     rstannard@soilborn.org 

  Biz Tech firm in River Park 
 
   Tucked benignly in a quiet office of the River Park shop-
ping center for the past three years, Arch Technologies 
provides IT ser-
vices for small 
businesses 
throughout the 
Greater Sacra-
mento area.  
Arch Technolo-
gies president 
Thomas Davis 
says his firm can 
monitor clients’ 
computer sys-
tems and pay a 
personal on-site 
visit once a 
month for a 
monthly fee. 
Thomas is a Sacramento native who’s been in the com-
puter consulting business for eight years. His previous of-
fice was in Rancho Cordova.  
 
   Although Arch Technologies is for businesses only and 
not individual home users, Davis had some observations 
and advice concerning individual computer users. He says 
that for the past five years, older folks have been the fastest 
growing group of home computer users. They want to see 
and hear from their grandkids and their grandkids are al-
ways online. Davis urges seniors who are hesitant not to be 
shy but find a family member who uses a home computer 
and ask them for help. He also suggests going to an Apple 
store (there's one at Arden Fair mall) and getting an easy to 
use Macintosh. He says the most basic and desired func-
tion - email - is simplest with a Mac, especially if you have 
a tech savvy friend or relative who can help you get set up. 
 
   Arch Technologies currently has four employees includ-
ing Davis and operations manager Sandra Pratali. 
A lot of their clients are non-profit groups, law firms and 
CPAs. Arch Technologies is located at 5495 Carlson 
Drive, Suite B.  Their phone number is 457-4897.  Their 
website is located at  www.archtechnologies.com. 

                   Thomas Davis 
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         Dogs of  River Park    
 
   Leo, short for King Leonidas, is a six month old Siberian Husky 
on Wanda Way. He is a hit with the locals and occasionally gets 
visits from farther-away neighbors coming to watch him grow. 
Many will see the brave Leo hanging out the car window saying 
hello to the locals in River Park. He is occasionally seen at Paradise 
Beach swimming in the river with his parents Austin and Elsie Cor-
topassi. He is a very talkative puppy and he sure lets you know of 

that. You'll occa-
sionally hear his 
puppy howls in the 
house playing with 
his parents or with 
the neighbors in the 
front yard. He loves 
car rides and play-
ing with the 
squeaky ball. He 
also loves ice and 
finds all the socks 
in the house. He 
gives great joy and 

loves to be a part of his family and the neighbors in River Park.     

    Leo has grown a bit since this picture was taken a few months 
ago but he’s still recognizable in both appearance and demeanor. 

 Take a chance!  Send a quality close-up digital 
  photo of your River Park dog to:   
       editor@riverparksacramento.net    

 
 
    

Leo 
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President Obama will send a nice card to parents of new babies, couples getting married, couples celebrat-
ing a 50th anniversary, or to persons celebrating an 80+ birthday.  Just go to this website and find out how:         
              http://www.ehow.com/how_4611284_request-greeting-president-barack-obama.html 
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Anna 
Gutierrez 
on Moddison 
was the first to 
call about the 
unfortunate er-
ror in the most 
recent Review.  
As such she 
received the $5 
reward (which 
in this case was 
a ten dollar bill 
torn in half).  
But Anna took 
it well.  There a 
good chance 
there’s an un-
planned error 

of some sort in this issue. These things just seem to 
happen no matter how many proofreaders check and 
double-check. So you could win the other half of that 
ten dollar bill. See page ten to find out exactly how. 

Anna 
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 Union Pacific representative addresses  
 neighborhood general meeting 
 
   At the River Park Fall General Meeting on October 
22nd, a representative from Union Pacific Railroad was on 
hand to answer questions and concerns about the train 
horns and excessive noise in River Park. While the con-
cerns were addressed by the UP representative, the audi-
ence was informed that the Federal Rail Authority has ulti-
mate jurisdiction over the train horns and their regulation. 
With that knowledge, questions and concerns were then 
addressed to  City Councilman, Steve Cohn. Questions 
raised included the feasibility of extending the “Quiet 
Zone” that exists in Midtown past the “Y” to the north side 
(which greatly impacts River Park) and past Sac State to 
the south. According to Councilmember Cohn, the city is 
currently working with the Federal Rail Authority to 
achieve just that goal, with a projected date of late next 
year for implementation. 
   Stay tuned for more information as it becomes available.   
   Do not hesitate to contact Union Pacific’s local director 
of public affairs Liisa Stark at 915 L St., Suite 1180, Sac, 
CA  95814. Phone 789-5957; email llstark@up.com. 
 
   Just after midnight on November 13th, a UP freight train 
partially derailed on the tracks south of Sac State. Power 
was knocked out in River Park for several hours.  

School board decision expected soon on 
which high school will serve River Park 
  
   The elected Sacramento City Unified School District 
(SCUSD) board is expected to make a final decision early in 
2012 on what, if any, changes will be made in the choice of 
high schools available to River Park and East Sacramento resi-
dents. Currently River Park’s designated high school is Rose-
mont. West Campus H.S., The MET Sacramento H.S., and the 
elite HISP Program at McClatchy H.S. all have waiting lists. 
Given the current fiscal climate, SCUSD is not likely to allow 
many students to leave the district for San Juan District schools 
which would no doubt welcome River Park students.  
   The  SCUSD board is considering five options:  (1) Maintain 
the status quo  (2) Relocate the West Campus programs and 
students to the Sac High campus, then moving the Sacramento 
Charter High School (St. HOPE) programs and students to the 
West Campus campus. A complementary comprehensive pro-
gram would exist on the Sac High campus with West Campus 
as an integral, yet thematically independent part of the overall 
school community.  (3) Co-locate West Campus and St. HOPE 
on the Sac High Campus.  (4) Combine Sutter Middle School 
and Kit Carson Middle School on the Kit Carson campus, and 
open a new high school at the Sutter campus.  (5) Combine 
Sutter and Kit Carson on the Sutter campus, and open a new 
high school at the Kit Carson campus. Newly-elected Jeff Cu-
neo is River Park’s representative on the city school board.   
As of this writing, Cuneo says his first preference is to have a 
high school located in East Sacramento at either Kit Carson or 
Sutter Middle Schools. 
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         Police crime reports: September - October 2011 
     https://www.crimereports.com/ 
 
 Sept 5            10:00 p.m.     500 block of Sandburg Dr. Burglary Vehicle 
 Sept 5            11:00 a.m.          5700 block of Carlson Dr. Breaking and Entering 
 Sept 6    1:00 a.m. 300 block of Sandburg Dr. Burglary Vehicle 
 Sept 9    4:00 a.m. 400 block of Sandburg Dr. Petty Theft - car left unlocked 
 Sept 10   midnight 300 block of Messina Dr. Petty Theft 
 Sept 14    1:14 a.m. 100 block of Ruth Court Battery - non-cohabiting spouse 
 Sept 14    7:00 a.m. 5100 block of Sandburg Dr. Burglary Residence - no force 
 Sept 14    3:30 p.m. 5400 block of Carlson Dr. Burglary Vehicle 
 Sept 15    5:00 p.m. 5200 block of Moddison Ave. Burglary Residence - no force 
 Sept 15    7:00 p.m. 5200 block of Betty Way Burglary of Vehicle 
 Sept 17   midnight 5300 block of Spilman Ave. Grand Theft 
 Sept 20   9:00 a.m. 400 block of Breuner Ave. Burglary - no force 
 Sept 20   9:00 p.m. 5400 block of Carlson Dr. Credit Fraud - misdemeanor 
 Sept 23   2:00 a.m. 5600 block of Camellia Ave. Petty Theft 
 Sept 24   1:00 a.m. 5200 block of Minerva  Ave. Burglary Residence - no force  
 Sept 27   7:00 a.m. 100 block of Sandburg Dr. Grand Theft 
 Oct 3   8:00 p.m. 100 block of Ada Way  Theft of Vehicle 
 Oct 6   7:30 a.m. 100 block of Ada Way  Theft of Vehicle 
 Oct 6   7:30 a.m. 100 block of Ada Way  Grand Theft - boat 
 Oct 7        noon       5200 block of Moddison Dr. Burglary Residence - no force  
 Oct 12  4:55 p.m. 5700 block of Carlson Dr. Theft 
 Oct 16            11:00 a.m. 5700 block of Carlson Dr. Grand Theft 
 Oct 20  1:00 p.m. 5300 block of Sandburg Dr. Burglary Residence - no force 
 Oct 28            10:00 a.m. 3700 block of Moddison Dr.     Burglary Business - with force 
 Oct 29  8:33 a.m. 5300 block of Monalee Ave. Theft of Vehicle 
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New sign in the parking lot at Glenn Hall 
Park.    Welcome, now here are the rules… 

      Take advantage of the national Do Not Call List. 
      It only takes a minute and blocks irritating calls        
      for five(5) years. Call 1-888-382-1222 or visit  
      their website at www.donotcall.gov   

Mid-November: drilling down fifty feet.   
All part of the U.S. Corps of Engineering’s 
never-ending levee work… 
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In Brief:  
 
• RPNA now has 728 members.  “Welcome aboard” to 

these new members who have joined since October 1:  
      Amy & Brennan Collins; Alli, Joan, and Wes  
      Gerriets; Elizabeth Mark; and Nancy Schoellkopf.  
 
• The River Park shopping center will soon be home to a 

new computer software business. Rumor has it that a 
smoke shop may also be opening soon. 

 
• The Sacramento Department of Parks and Recreation 

recently asked the River Park Garden Club to plant an 
area just inside the entrance to Glenn 
Hall Park. The Garden Club purchased 
25 Star Jasmine and planted them in the 
circle. Within one night three plants were 
stolen. These three were replaced and 
also immediately stolen. The next night 
four more disappeared. At this point the 

Garden Club decided to salvage the remaining plants by 
taking them all out. They will be replanted in another 
area. The circle at Glenn Hall Park will eventually be 
replanted with a variety of plant known for being an inva-
sive nuisance in anyone’s garden. 

2011 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 
 
 
 
RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Andrea Schroeder at 454-4200 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Steve Harriman               RPNA President   208-5329      president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Andrea Schroeder                            RPNA Membership   454-4200                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Jeff Harris                                         Night Patrol Coordinator                           455-0996                   cadence@surewest.net 
   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
   Janet Mason               Newsletter Advertising Manager  736-1132    ibd@surewest.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is pub-
lished by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars to the first 
person who finds a typo.  ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Biz Card: $50; Biz Card-Plus: $75; Half-page $150; Insert: $205. 
Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep.  Great job!                                           

Join River Park computer networks now! 
 
  The best way to stay informed and up to date about 
what’s happening in River Park is by using one or both 
of the two neighborhood computer listserves.  Lost a 
dog?  See something suspicious?  Got something to sell?  
These interactive computer listserves are already used by 
hundreds of River Park residents.  To sign up for the 
River Park Blog Yahoo Group just email to the mod-
erator at: 
 
    riverparkblog-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
 
       or go to 
 
   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/riverparkblog/  
       and click on “Join this group!” 
 
  River Park’s other electronic meeting place is the River 
Park List (RP List).  To become a member of RP List, 
visit www.riverparklist.com and follow instructions 
you’ll find there.  Both listserves are free. 


