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   Saturday Dec. 12 
    Pancake breakfast 
   Caleb Greenwood School 
      Pancakes 8 a.m. til 11 a.m. 
        Fun runs 8:30 and 9 a.m. 
  Proceeds go to Caleb Greenwood 
      school technology program 

  Thursday Nov. 19 
       RPNA Meetings 
    Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
     RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
  Fremont Presbyterian Church       
                Geneva Room 
         Everyone is welcome 

   Sunday  Dec. 27 
           Blood drive 
      5458 Carlson Drive 
   across from the school 
     Coffee  Donuts  BBQ 
         10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 Thursday  Jan. 21   
     RPNA  Meetings 
   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
    RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
       Fremont Presbyterian     
                   Church       
             Geneva Room 

  Sign of  the times 

 
  Johns, Maxim and Schroeder-Biele elected to   
                             RPNA board    
            Cirill, Harriman and Wright re-elected 

The River Park Neighborhood Association board of directors will include three new members in 2010.  In the climax of 
a successful mail-in ballot election, RPNA’s membership director Kate Mooney oversaw vote counting Sunday after-
noon November 1 at Crepe Escape.  A total of 312 RPNA members chose to vote.  Each voter voted six times, once for 
each of the six seats up for election this year.  Incumbent board member Steve Harriman led the field with 254 votes.  
Rookie candidate Steve Johns was second with 252 votes, followed by 
incumbents Kristin Wright and Frank Cirill with 246 and 239 votes re-
spectively. Kristine Maxim was elected with 186 votes as was Andrea 
Schroeder-Beile with 179 votes.  Current board members Barbara De-
bert, Amber Kemp, Matt Mitchell, Mike Montgomery, and Alex Read 
were not up for election this year and will serve through 2010. 
Mooney and the RPNA board consider this to have been a successful 
election.  Almost 1100 envelopes were mailed to River Park addresses.  
Ballots went to 652 eligible dues-paying members of RPNA.  The re-
mainder of the envelopes went to non-members and included a message 
urging them to join, or re-join, the association.  An undetermined but 
substantial number of membership checks were received.   
The eleven-member RPNA board faces major challenges in 2010.  River 
Park remains in flux as older residents cede the neighborhood to younger families.  Crime and the continuing issue of 
summertime hooliganism related to Paradise Beach is high on the board’s agenda.  The city of Sacramento is offering a 
plan to better control access to Paradise Beach and make Glenn Hall Park safer for both residents and visitors.  The 
board is also moving forward on a plan to convert RPNA from a 501c4 non-profit organization to a more robust 501c3.  
The change, expected to be finalized in 2010, will require a more strict accounting and record-keeping protocol.  It may 
also open the door for large non-taxable gifts to RPNA which could greatly benefit the neighborhood.  The board will 
also seek to maintain the well-loved traditions of River Park, including the Independence Day Festival, Pops in the Park, 
and Screen on the Green.  The RPNA board next meets on Thursday November 19th at Fremont Church.  There will be 
no RPNA board meeting in December, and the new board will be sworn in at 2010’s first meeting on Thursday January 
17.  All River Park residents and friends are encouraged to attend. 

     Steve Johns                 Kristin Maxim 
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 Community meeting hears CPTED presentation 
   New fences, lights, and other improvements at Glenn Hall Park are discussed 
      
    Sacramento City Councilman Steve Cohn has assured River Park residents that 
major public safety improvements will be implemented at Glenn Hall Park before 
next summer, if the River Park Neighborhood Association overwhelmingly sup-
ports the action.  Cohn spoke to the River Park fall general meeting November 
7th at Fremont Church.  Approximately 30 persons attended the meeting. 
    Almost $400,000 for the plan, known as CPTED, or Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design, was approved by the Sacramento city council in August.  
The city council must still give final approval to the exact details of the plan and 
order its implementation. 
    The CPTED plan calls for a new tubular steel fence around the kids’ play-
ground, a new gate at the entrance to the parking lot, motion detector lights with 
cameras in the parking lot, redesigned bathrooms, and, most controversially, a 
tubular steel fence just below the top of the levee with a locking turnstile that will 
block entrance to the Paradise Beach area at night. 
    Sacramento Chief Park Ranger Greg Narramore noted that all city parks are 
officially closed at night.  He explained that over the years 48 per cent of police calls to River Park have come at 
night and that 50 per cent of crime occurs in the parking lot.  For decades, Sacramento county, which oversees the 
American River Parkway and Paradise Beach, has attempted to deter late night parties at the beach.  There has also 
been a long fight against alcohol use, which is banned on the Parkway and in city parks.  Last summer, a daylight 
sexual assault in the park’s women’s bathroom rattled the neighborhood and gave impetus to the CPTED effort.   

     The RPNA board of directors has already approved a resolution in favor of 
the CPTED plan.  At the Nov. 7th meeting, homeowners living near Glenn Hall 
Park described the after-dark difficulties they experience during the summer 
months when drunken park visitors disturb the neighborhood.  But a handful of 
opponents spoke against the levee fence, saying it would prevent late night ac-
cess for peaceful residents and could impinge on the soccer field in park.  There 
was also concern that the money could be better spent elsewhere. 
    The next step may be some kind of neighborhood survey of opinion on the 
CPTED plan.  Councilman Cohn said he would support final city council ap-
proval if the RPNA board favors the plan.  But he also indicated that he would 
like to have some evidence of grassroots support in River Park.  The RPNA 
board of directors will discuss this at its next meeting on November 19th at Fre-
mont Church. 
 

    City Councilman Steve Cohn 
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First up is the annual Run to Feed the Hungry on 
Thanksgiving Day November 26th.  Thousands of run-
ners are expected to assemble at the Sac State entrance 
on J Street Thanksgiving morning.  The 10K run starts 
at 8:45; the 5K at 9:05. Organizers have this advice for 
River Park residents, family, and friends with motor ve-
hicles: if leaving River Park after 7:00 a.m. River Park 
residents must exit via Camellia Avenue and head east 
over the H Street bridge.  Guests to River Park can enter 
River Park only by traveling over the H Street bridge 
and entering on Camellia.  Guests and returning River 
Park residents must tell the police officer stationed at 
Cadillac Drive (the last street before the H Street bridge) 
that they are headed to River Park.  The officer will be 
instructed to allow only River Park traffic to cross the 
bridge between. 7:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
————————— 
Next is the California International Marathon on Sunday 
December 6.  Road closures are listed on the CIM web-
site:  http://runcim.org/data/roadclose09.html 
Traffic in and out of River Park will be limited between 
roughly 8:15 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
 
 
Then there is a run just for you ~ Caleb Greenwood 
School is hosting its annual Flapjack 5k and Short Stack 
Kids Run on Saturday, December 12th prior to the Holi-
day Pancake Breakfast - serving up pancakes from 8:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  The Short Stack Kids Runs will start 
at 8:00 a.m. and the Flapjack 5k at 8:30 a.m. taking run-
ners/walkers on a flat course (except for a controversial 
speed bump or two) through beautiful River Park. The 
kids run registration fee is $10 and 5k runners who reg-
ister prior to December 1st will pay $20 (the 5k registra-
tion fee will bump up to $25 after December 1st with 
day-of registration available).  All runners will receive a 
t-shirt. Registration forms are available through the 
website: www.flapjack5k.com and in the Caleb Green-
wood office or on race day starting at 7:00 a.m.  Thanks 
in advance for your continued support of this amazing 
school.  All proceeds will go to Caleb Greenwood’s 
technology program. 

 

Three Runs in Three Weeks 
    Fun except for traffic delays 

    Garden Club Events 
 
Begun over 50 years ago, the River Park Garden Club 
invites all new or returning members to join in its up-
coming potluck/speaker meetings.  On November 19th 
Allan Jones will share a “Virtual Tour of the Davis Ar-
boretum.”  On Thursday February 11th, 2010,  Mary Ose 
speaks about “The Buzz on Bees.”  On April 8th, 2010, 
Marsha Prillwitz will offer “Edible Lawn Alternatives” 
and on June 10th 2010, Fran Clarke will present a photo 
tour of the “Gardens and Fjords of Norway.”  All meet-
ings will take place at Fremont Presbyterian church at 
6:30 p.m.  Please bring a dish to share.  These are casual 
events and usually end around 8:30 p.m.   
 
For further information on the River Park Garden Club 
or the above events, call Ron McCormack at  
451-7246 or email 
 rjmccormack@hotmail.com   or visit     
  www.riverparkgardenclub.com. 
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Fundraiser for River Park resident 
 
 By Mariann Courey 
The River Park Mothers Club is focused on sup-
porting our community through fundraising ef-
forts on behalf of local families in need. This 
year we have identified the Glasgow family and 
our dear friend Angela who is fighting a rare 
form of cancer called thymic carcinoma. Angela 
has gone through several surgeries and rounds of 
chemo and is a true fighter and inspiration to us 
all. On Wednesday November 18th through Sun-
day November 22nd we are partnering with Opa! 
Opa! Restaurant to help raise funds for the Glas-
gow family. Opa! Opa! which is owned by River 
Park residents Phil and Mariann Courey, will be 
donating 10% of their proceeds on November 
18th - 22nd. Additionally, 10% will be donated 
from purchases made on these same days at their 
fabulous Sweeties Dessert Bar and Rocket Joe 
Espresso Drive-thru. Any holiday catering order 
placed or gift cards purchased during these days 
will also benefit the Glasgow family. Make sure 
you let the cashier know you would like your 
purchase to benefit the RPMC fundraiser. Any 
small donation  can be placed in an envelope ad-
dressed to the Glasgow family and given to the 
cashier. Please spread the word to family and 
friends both inside and outside River Park. We 
hope to see you there! 

CHRISTMAS  
      LIGHTS    CONTEST 
 By Barbara Debert 
Are you a Christmas lights nut? Are you al-
ready planning how to outdo last year’s dis-
play or the displays of your neighbors? The 
River Park Neighborhood Association will be 
sponsoring a Christmas lights contest this 
year with first, second and third prizes to be 
awarded for the best residential displays. Rec-
ognition will also be given for the best block 
display, best business display and for displays 
receiving honorable mention. First, second 
and third place winners will receive gift cer-
tificates to local restaurants. If you would like 
to serve as a judge for this year’s contest and 
can devote three to four hours one evening to 
judging please contact Barbara Debert at 
rpresident@comcast.net or Alex Read at ab-
read09@yahoo.com. Judging will take place 
during the third week of December with the 
exact date to be announced. 
To be eligible for the contest participants need 
to submit an entry form. Forms are available 
on the River Park website 
www.riverparksacramento.net and at the Fire 
Café. The deadline for entries is December 
15th.  
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  Music in the air from home schooled sisters 
 
By Steve Harriman 
Meet Lydia and Allison Burkhard.  It’s difficult to find neighbors with deeper roots in River Park than these two 
sisters.  Their great grandmother built two houses on Sandburg in 1959, including the house they have lived in 
since birth at the corner of Sandburg and Caleb.  That’s not all… their dad Bill grew up on Seward Court and has 
lived in River Park for all of his 49 years. 
 
Lydia and Allison have been home schooled by their mom Lorna since kindergarten, and music is a major part of 
their curriculum.  Lydia plays viola and Allison plays violin and piano. Both have performed in the Sacramento 
Youth Symphony since the ages of 8 and 10.  “My favorite things about 
the Youth Symphony are making friends, teamwork, public performances 
and learning classical music” says Lydia.  You can hear their beautiful 
music as you stroll down Sandburg, and if you’re lucky you will catch 
one of their incredible front yard recitals. 
 
 The Burkhards are also serious adventure travelers.  Two summers ago 
the family pedaled their bicycles from River Park to the Amtrak station 
and boarded a train to Seattle.  The family then spent the next 17 days 
cycling and camping in Washington, Oregon, and northern California.  
And this past summer the family sailed for nearly 3 weeks from their slip 
in the Delta, out the Golden Gate, and all the way down the coast to Mon-
terey Bay.   “I love sailing trips” says Allison “but it’s nice to return 
home after 3 weeks of cooking and sleeping on the boat.” 
 

Charter Review Committee Presentation of  Proposed 
City Charter Changes  by Jeff Harris 
 
 On October 6th, the City Charter Review Committee made a presentation at Caleb Greenwood K - 8 School in River 
Park.  The purpose of the presentation was to discuss the current city charter and the proposed amendment to the char-
ter via the “strong mayor initiative” as proposed by Mayor Kevin Johnson and his legal team. (The initiative qualified 
to be on the ballot for decision in June 2010). 
Cecily Hastings (publisher of Inside East Sacramento) and several other members of the Charter Review Committee 
led the discussion.  Eight of the 11 committee members were appointed by the city council (one from each district) in 
addition to one being a mayoral appointee.  The council also appointed two “at large” members. 
Forty-five River Park residents attended the meeting as did  former Mayor Ann Rudin, and council members Rob Fong 
and Steve Cohn. It proved top be an informative and spirited discussion of a very important issue that will affect the 
future of Sacramento. 
The proposed “strong mayor” initiative would make several far-reaching changes to the city charter, and would give 
Mayor Kevin Johnson and future mayors unprecedented control over city council votes, as well as transferring most of 
the authority of the city manager to the mayor. It calls for the creation of a ninth city council district with a newly 
elected councilperson for that district to replace the mayor who would no longer sit on the council. Until the new seat 
is filled, however, Mayor Johnson would act as the ninth council member, giving him the power to vote on an issue, 
the power to veto the vote, and the power to vote against an override of his veto. Under the current City Charter, the 
mayor does not have veto power, and votes only as an equal city council member. A full discussion and more informa-
tion regarding this issue is at  http://www.cityofsacramento.org/charter/.  Download the PDF “Town Hall Meeting 
Materials” for the complete story. On November 4th, the review committee formally announced its opposition to the 
“strong mayor” initiative. 

             Allison                 Lydia 
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Mike Johannesmeyer on Moddi-
son noticed that in the last issue of the Review,  
the first bracket in a bracketed clause did not 
match the ending 
bracket.  A sharp 
and quick eye 
wins the prize. 
Unfortunately 
there were other 
errors also, but 
the race goes to 
the swift.  So try 
again with this 
issue.  It has been 
read and re-read 
by (semi) professional proofreaders. 
But each proofreader seems to depend on the 
others for the detail work.  So your chance is as 
good as anyone’s. 
You know the rules.  But if not, they are in the 
fine print on the last page. 

       Farewell to the RPNA Board 

By Jeff Harris,  RPNA  president 
 
Over the past 6 years I have 
worked with the RPNA as a 
member of the organization 
and board member. For me, 
community involvement 
started with the settlement of night herons and egrets 
that were creating an environmental difficulty in the 
neighborhood. Re-locating the bird rookery introduced 
me to RPNA, and to working with the city council and 
city agencies to solve a neighborhood problem. I found 
the process to be productive and satisfying. In Sacra-
mento a citizen really can work effectively to bring 
about positive change. Since the heron issue, I have 
directed the construction of the River Park entrance 
signs, initiated the CPTED improvements to Glenn 
Hall Park, and most recently worked to keep the pool 
open despite the city budget catastrophe. I have de-
cided to leave the board to create more family time, 
but intend to continue co-coordinating the Neighbor-
hood Watch/Night Patrol program with Billy Martinez, 
as I have found that the Patrol has given us great credi-
bility with City Hall and law enforcement, as well as 
making for a more cohesive community. I may also 
consider some type of involvement with city govern-
ment via an appointed or elected position. 
Serving on the RPNA board has been a great experi-
ence. I’ve met some 200 neighbors I wouldn’t have 
otherwise, and had some interesting and constructive 
debate with neighbors whose views differ from mine - 
which I view as the essence of democracy. I would en-
courage any resident to get involved with our local is-
sues and the RPNA, as to do so is very rewarding. 
In the last year, membership in RPNA has grown by 
460 households, bringing us within reach of our goal 
of 50% of the residents of River Park. That is a high 
number for a neighborhood association. RPNA pro-
vides every resident with news of current local issues 
and a venue to speak up and get involved. In the next 
year, we will again be faced with difficulty in main-
taining recreational swim hours at Glenn Hall pool, 
confronted with decisions regarding the re-modeling of 
the Glenn Hall Park to current safety codes, have input 
regarding the pending McKinley Village development, 
and have the opportunity to become a 501 C-3 non-
profit organization. There is room for lots of creative 
change ahead, all of which I believe will make River 
Park a stronger and more attractive neighborhood. 

       

       Sac State Calendar of Events  
 
   http://calendar.csus.edu/CampusCat.asp   
 
    Sports, art, music, theatre, new bookstore,   
    and a great library available for your use 

    Tamis        Jeff     Lilah 



 

 

    River Park Review                                               Page 7                                 November-December 2009 

 August-September  2009 River Park crime reports: 
                                         http://gis.cityofsacramento.org/website/sacpd/ 
 
August   2             11:15 a.m.  Sandburg / Hale Court Vandalism 
August   9  9:11 a.m.  Gunther Way  Drugs/Narcotics 
August 10  1:00 a.m.  State Avenue  Larceny Theft 
August 14  7:00 p.m.  Glenn Hall lot  Burglary vehicle 
August 15              11:00 p.m.  Teichert Avenue  Larceny Theft 
August 16              12:05 a.m.    Shepard Avenue  Larceny Theft 
August 16              10:00 p.m.  Erlewine Circle  Larceny Theft 
August 17  3:00 a.m.  Erlewine Circle  Burglary vehicle 
August 19              11:00 p.m.  Moddison Avenue Weapons Offense 
August 21  8:15 a.m.  Erlewine Circle   Burglary Residence 
August 27  4:25 p.m.  Moddison Avenue Larceny Theft 
August 30  7:55 p.m.  Dittmar Way  Burglary Vehicle 
September   3                  10:16 a.m.  Erlewine Circle  Larceny Theft 
September 26                  11:47 p.m.                           Moddison / Breuner          DUI 
September 27                    9:27 p.m.                           Carlson / Dittmar               Assault Felony 
September 29                    9:00 a.m.                           Sandburg / Shepard          Burglary Residence 

       November 14, 2008 

 

    
  
  

William Alcala, PT 
River Park resident 

  
Effective pool therapy and exercise for 

  
Back pain          hip pain          knee pain 

         Arthritis                fibromyalgia        RSD      
  

Inside Dolphin Scuba Center 
1530 El Camino Ave. Sacramento, CA 95815 

916 718-6445 * Fax: 916 564-8616 
 www.wellbodypt.com 

October Crime Wave by Aneesah Al-Mohsen 
 
At approximately 2:30 a.m. on Tuesday the 6th of October 2009, there were multiple break-ins that occurred both at the 
River Park Shopping Center as well as the River Park Apartments.  The first location was at the Marconi Market at 5485 
Carlson Drive where the roof over the market was ripped open (flat tar and wood roof).   The criminals broke into the mar-
ket and stole cash, alcohol and various other items.  The second location was within the gated parking lot of the River Park 
Apartments located at 5483 Carlson Drive where three separate vehicles were broken into, the dashboards ripped out, stereos 
and back speakers stolen.  The third location was on the street right in front of the River Park Apts. where a vehicle was sto-
len.  In the early afternoon on Saturday, October 10th one of the residents of the River Park Apts. spotted a Latino man in his 
early twenties about 6’ tall with a dark tank top and an earring shove a small tool box under the fence between the shopping 
center and the apartment complex, jump the fence and run to the back of the complex.  Management searched the property 
but could not find him.  We assume that he jumped the back fence over to Ruth Court. 
During these hard economic times we must be diligent in keeping our belongings as well as ourselves safe.  River Park con-
tinues to be one of the safest areas in Sacramento but we cannot be naïve and fall into a false sense of security thinking that 
because this is River Park that nothing will ever happen to us. 
The break-ins and theft occurred only to vehicles in the complex that had no alarm and/or the doors were left unlocked.  It is 
each individual’s responsibility to keep their possessions safe to the best of their ability.  There is a Neighborhood Watch 
Program here in River Park but we do not have enough volunteers.  If you are interested in making a difference in your com-
munity, please contact Billy Martinez at  457-772 5 or  rvrpk3@surewest.net 
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Kate Mooney at 739-0201 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Jeff Harris               RPNA President   455-0996    president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Kate Mooney                             RPNA Membership   739-0201                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is 
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars 
to the first person who finds a typo.    ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Business Card: $50; Business Card-Plus: $75; Insert: $150 
Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep.  Great job!                               
 

2009 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

• Fran Yermol, the “Flower Lady” of River Park, 
passed away on Friday November 6.  She was 94. 
Fran, and her late husband Roy, worked for over 20 
years beautifying the entrance to River Park and were 
instrumental in getting the River Park sign installed 
and planting the whole area. She and her husband 
were also responsible for the plantings on the median 
strip along H street and the entrance to River Park. 

 
 
• The River Park community has two active electronic 

mailing lists (listserves).  Using your home computer, 
laptop, Blackberry or iPhone, you can keep up to date 
with River Park bulletins and exchange ideas with 
other River Park residents. 

      The first listserv, the River Park List (rplist), is free 
      and can be joined by visiting www.riverparklist.com  
      and following the instructions. 
      The second is the RiverParkBlog Yahoo Group.  
      To join this free group, send an email to the moderator 
      at rpna-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
• RPNA’s newest member is Derek Larsen who lives 

on  Sandburg.   Welcome Derek! 
 

In Brief: 
• Bob Roehrs wants everyone to know that the Sat-

urday bicycle rides are now happening on the 2nd 
and 4th Saturday of each months.  Folks meet 
(with their bikes) at Glenn Hall parking lot at 9 
a.m.  It’s free, it’s mellow, and it’s a no-go if it’s 
raining.  Call Bob at 451-1004. 
 

• Photo exhibition "Abandonment" is on display at 
Fire Café 5493 Carlson Drive from November 7th 
through November 28.  It’s a collection from 
Viewfinders, a  national and international group of 
professional and amateur photographers. 

 
• River Park photographer Ron Musser is looking 

for individuals and families who would like to par-
ticipate in a photography project he’s working on. 
If you are interest please contact: 
                     Ron Musser Photography 
                     home 916.457.5988 
                         office 916.709.7293 
 


