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Monthly RPNA Meetings 
Third Thursdays

Thursday, Nov. 21 
Caleb Greenwood Cafeteria
Block captains meet at  
7:00 p.m. 

RPNA Board meets at 
7:30 p.m.

All residents are welcome.

Upcoming Events…

Glenn Hall Park
Workday
Saturday, Dec. 14th
9:00 a.m. - Noon 
Bring HAT & gloves.
Tools and refreshments 
will be provided. 
Contact: Jeff Harris: 
455-0996
cadence@surewest.net

If you’d like to contribute, contact:
Jeff Harris: 455-0996 cadence@surewest.net 
 – or –
Todd Damiano: 402-4641  todddamiano@surewest.
net 
Please put “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your email for 
identification purposes.

Letters to the Editors…

RPNA is only as strong as its membership 
and (thanks in large part to the hard work 
of Tamis Reed) our membership is strong. 
Involvement in organizations like RPNA tend 
to trend up and down around crisis issues 
(herons, speed humps, Carlson Corridor 
safety, pool funding, etc.), but absent any 
pressing issues don’t think we aren’t still 
working to make our neighborhood even 
better. 
It’s time once again for River Park to elect 
its neighborhood leaders. Membership on 
the RPNA board entails hard work but it is 
also fun and rewarding. Board members take 
responsibility for planning and implementing 
RPNA activities such as the Fourth of July 
Festival, neighborhood general meetings, 
liaison activity with local governments, 
attendance at monthly board meetings, and 
production of the River Park Review to name 
a few. The RPNA Board of Directors has 
eleven members who serve two-year terms. 

RPNA Board Nominations
There are five seats up for grabs for the 2014-
2015 term of the RPNA election. Here are 
your candidates:

Todd Damiano (Incumbent). 
Greetings, fellow River Park residents. My 
name is Todd Damiano and I’m hoping you’ll 
reelect me to be RPNA board this fall.  For 
the past two years, as a board member, I’ve 
enjoyed meeting friends and neighbors in the 
best neighborhood in Sacramento.  Our family 
moved to River Park in 2007 to be closer to 
family; my brother and his family have been 
here since 2003. Kirsten and I have a 2nd 
grader at Caleb Greenwood, Jamison, who 
is the center of our world. River Park is so 
cool, her parents relocated here from San 
Diego a few years back.  We’re both strong 
believers in supporting the community and 
giving back.  I coach a River Park boys soccer 
team, helped out coaching Upward basketball 
teams, serve on the IB Leadership Team at 
Caleb, share the editing position for the River 
Park Review with Jeff Harris, potentially, the 
next City Councilmember representative for 
District 3, and look forward to doing more as a 
future board member of RPNA.  Thank you.

Eric Levinson 
My name is Eric Levinson. I have lived in 

(continued on page 3

by Phil Pluckebaum, RPNA President
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Phil Pluckebaum 
President 
956-8453 

president@ 
riverparksacramento.net

Todd Damiano
VP/Newsletter Editor

402-4641
todddamiano@surewest.net

Nick Cline 
Secretary
524-4836 

cline.nicholas@gmail.com

Barbara Debert
Treasurer
456-2243

barbara.debert@yahoo.com

Serge Stanich 
Block Captain Coordinator 

320-0708 
sergestanich@gmail.com

Jeff Harris 
Neighborhood Watch 

Coordinator/Newsletter Editor
455-0996 

cadence@surewest.net

Tamis Reed 
RPNA Membership Director 

804-5168 
membership@ 

riverparksacramento.net

Janet Mason 
Graphic Design/Newsletter 

Advertising Manager 
736-1132 

ibd@surewest.net

Members at Large
Frank Cirill

Steve Harriman
Steve Johns
Rob Lechner
Kim Teague

The River Park Review is published 
6 times per year and is available 

to its members at no charge.

The River Park Review is published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content. RPNA  
reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.

 ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE
  Business Card:   $50 2” h x 3.5” w
  Quarter Page:     $75 5” h x 3.75 w 
  Half Page:           $150 5” h x 7.5” w
  Insert:                 $205 11” h x8.5” w
  Insert:                 $255 non standard size 

For advertising, contact Janet Mason at 736-1132 or ibd@surewest.net, for article  
submissions, contact Jeff Harris at 455-0996 or cadence@surewest.net or Todd Damiano  
at 402-4641 or todddamiano@surewest.net

Advertise in the Review

by Jeff Harris and Todd DamianoMckinley Village 
 
Developer Phil Angelides (Riverview 
Capital Investments) made his formal 
presentation of the project to the 
Planning Commission on Thursday 
the 24th of October. The proposed 
development is for the construction of 
328 single-family homes on the former 
“Centrage” site.
The commission members praised 
Angelides for his work in creating a plan 
that addresses the difficulties of this 
site, which is bounded by a railway and 
a freeway. They also offered numerous 
suggestions to make the project more 
successful including: adjustments to 
floor plans, diversity of model types, 
mix of single and two story types, street 
layout and entry/egress design. The 
draft Environmental Impact Report and 
traffic studies are not yet available for 
public scrutiny, so this meeting was 
concerned only with design elements 
of the project. The proposal will return 
to the planning commission for more 
discussion and review. The Parks and 
Recreation Commission will also review 
it in early 2014 before the project goes 
to the City Council.
Some community members spoke 
in favor of the project, while others 
voiced concerns about traffic impacts 
and service availability. A new group 
has formed to assemble concerns 
of neighbors, mostly about traffic 
impact issues and to work with the 
development group to address them. 
Neighbors United for Smart Growth 
meets Tuesday evenings to discuss 
their ideas. See their website: www.
nusg.org for more information.
Another area of concern is impact on 

local schools. Once those 328 homes 
are sold, it is estimated that there will 
be 144 K-6 aged students attending 
school, but which school is unclear right 
now. The two most likely choices are 
Theodore Judah and Caleb Greenwood. 
Current enrollment at Theodore Judah 
is 560, with a maximum capacity of 879. 
Current enrollment at Caleb Greenwood 
is 450, which is 50% of its maximum. 
The elimination of grades 7 & 8 this 
year means there is plenty of room 
for additional students. So is there a 
potential problem? If it is determined 
that Theodore Judah cannot absorb that 
many students, there’s a chance those 
children could arrive at Caleb Greenwood 
in cars, increasing traffic on Carlson 
Drive.
The McKinley Village property lies within 
the Twin Rivers School District. The 
current plan calls for it to be annexed 
into the Sac Unified School District, 
and there’s nothing carved in stone that 
requires them to provide transportation 
should Caleb be the chosen school.  If 
the influx of students requires upgrades 
at either school, the district could ask 
for compensation from the developer. 
However, that money could be redirected 
to other projects if the district chooses.
This spring, the Sacramento City Council 
will vote on the McKinley Village project. 
If approved, this time next year, the 
model homes will be available to tour, 
and completed homes will start selling in 
the spring of 2015. Once those homes 
are occupied, and the number of students 
is known, Sac Unified will assess the 
situation at both schools and decide 
where those students will go.
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(continued from page 1)

There’s no denying Caleb Greenwood, with the IB program, 
along with Kit Carson, is creating a buzz in East Sac. With 
Caleb at only half capacity and a growing interest from 
parents outside of River Park, enrollment is certain to climb 
in the coming years. Keeping current students at Caleb, 
while acquiring new students within River Park, is not only 
in the best interest of the community, it is the direction in 
which Sac Unified is taking its neighborhood schools. If the 
McKinley Village project is approved and moves forward, 
River Park may benefit greatly, if the district provides 
transportation to and from Caleb Greenwood. n

McKinley Village (con’t)

River Park this time for about 3 years. Our family was raised 
in River Park in a house my parents built in 1950.   
I enjoyed growing up in River Park and I want it to remain 
the same safe friendly neighborhood that it has always been.  
River Park Neighborhood Association has been working to 
achieve that goal and I want to help continue that success.

Eric Schranz 
My wife and I bought our first house in River Park in 2005 
and have since expanded our family to include two small 
kids and a huge poodle named Carlos.  Even though we’ve 
outgrown our house, there’s nowhere else we’d rather live 
than River Park and we hope to live here forever.  As a 
candidate, I proudly have no ties to City Hall or other interest 
groups and would focus my efforts on property value, safety, 
and neighborhood communication.  I’ve been a block captain 
for three years and believe the key to keeping River Park 
great is having a vibrant and involved community. I’m a 
competitive endurance athlete who manages a running-
related website from home during the day while my wife 
works in biotechnology. If you see me running through the 
neighborhood pushing a double stroller with giant googly 
eyes, stop me and say hi!

Michael Shaw 
When my wife and I looked for our first home 10 years ago, 
we dreamed of a community like River Park. We found 

ourselves in another part of town, but when the time arose to 
make room for our expanding family we refused to settle for 
less than a community of people committed to their families 
and their neighbors. River Park is that place and, for the past 
two and a half years, it is where my family have made our 
home.

Many people have put a lot of hard work into making River 
Park the community that it is and, with the support of family 
and friends, I would like to be a part of serving our community 
on the River Park Neighborhood Association Board.  If elected 
to the Board, I hope to maintain the character and reputation 
that has made River Park the envy of Sacramento. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Doug Leslie 
My name is Doug Leslie and I was fortunate enough to find 
my way to the River Park neighborhood in 2000.  This is a 
great neighborhood, with wonderful people and great assets 
like Glenn Hall Park, the American River Parkway, Caleb 
Greenwood, Fremont Church, and residents who care and 
participate.  I have two boys that attended Caleb Greenwood 
and played on the River Park soccer and baseball teams.  
This is truly one of the best places to live in Sacramento. I 
would consider it a privilege to participate in maintaining these 
qualities, and would therefore ask you to support my candidacy 
for the River Park Neighborhood Association Board. n

RPNA Board Nominations

Current RPNA Membership is required to vote. 
Please provide your last name and street address.

Name:

Address:

VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN 5

o Todd Damiano
o Eric Levinson
o Eric Schranz
o Michael Shaw
o Doug Leslie
Your ballot should be dropped at the ballot box at 
River Wok by Dec 1st. 

!

!

While you’re at River Wok dropping 
off your ballot...Pick up some food!

Any 3 items for $19
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by Eric Schranz

FALL SPECIAL

12 Rounds Brewery
River Park is getting a new neighbor on 57th 
Street when 12 Rounds Brewery opens at the end 
of this year. Located across from Antique Row 
behind Puleo Gentry Antiques, the building was 
formerly known as “the Coop”. It has sat empty 
for a few years. The striped building, originally 
used as a workshop for the electrician who lived in 
the “house” up front, is being gutted and will offer 
seating for nearly 50 customers among several 
brewing tanks, with a smoker, and additional 
seating outdoors. 
Owners Dan and Elle Murphy envision the 
brewery being a relaxed neighborhood hangout, 
not a sports bar with loud music and blaring TVs. 
His father was a Golden Glove fighter at a young 
age and name of the brewery is an homage to 
him.
Twelve Rounds will feature “farm to fresh” 
charcuterie, not commonly found at other 
breweries. Dan calls it “a brewery that serves 
food, not a restaurant that serves beer”. They 
have partnered with the popular Red Rabbit 

Restaurant and Bar in Midtown to manage the 
kitchen and marketing duties, while he and Elle 
focus on beer and business. In addition to his own 
taps (which will include whiskey and rum barrel 
aged brews), the Murphys plan on hosting revolving 
taps from local brewers.
Dan’s been garage brewing for 12 years and they 
felt it was time to take the plunge. This is their first 
restaurant and only location, so when the doors 
open, remember to stop by and welcome the new 
neighbors.
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You can’t live in River Park very 
long before noticing the wine 
barrels parked in the carports 
of some houses. Around the 
corner from us, on Shephard 
Avenue, is such a house, so I 
decided to stop by and do some 
investigating. There I met with 
Troy and Judy Armstrong, the 
artisans of some wonderful 
wines.
It’s a telling sign when someone is so eager to 
share what it is in their life that makes them tick. 
Gardening, cooking and winemaking serve as 
the pallet from which the Armstrongs’ creations 
are drawn. “Inferior grapes are the curse of 
many home winemakers” Troy shared with me. 
After nearly 30 years of making his own wines at 
home, he has a firm grasp on the importance of 
using good grapes and where to access them. 
The grapes for their wines come from a variety 
of locations to ensure they get exactly what they 
want. But an operation like this doesn’t happen 
overnight, like all creative endeavors, it starts 
slowly and requires a lot of time and hard work. 
Eager to learn more about wines, in the early 
1970’s, the Armstrongs traveled throughout France 
(primarily, the Rhone Valley and Burgandy) to 
experience different wines from various regions. At 
that time they lived in Chicago, where they began 
to assemble a substantial network of connections 
in the wine industry. In 1984 they relocated to 
River Park. While working as a member of the 
Sac State faculty, Troy decided it was time to start 
making his own wine at home. It started with only 
a couple barrels, then in ‘87, they chose to expand 
and created a Co-op called Chateau de Berger 
(House of the Shepard). While fine tuning their 
winemaking skills, Troy & Judy drew heavily upon 
the expertise and knowledge of Joseph Kramer, 
a fellow RP resident and pioneer of high quality 
home winemaking. They continued to widen the 
variety of wines they produced, and recruited other 
dedicated individuals who shared their passion for 
wine. The Co-op varies in size from year to year, 
this year consisting of 15 dedicated enthusiasts 
who share in the tasks needed to produce 12-14 
barrels. Cabernet, Merlot, Pinot Noir, Zinfandel, 

Sirah, a Bordeaux blend, and 
their specialty, Petite Sirah, 
are the final products of this 
year’s harvest. 
In 2005 Troy retired from Sac 
State and now invests a great 
deal of time and effort in his 
wine making. It is without 
a doubt a labor of love. At 
this time he is unable to sell 
directly to the public, but is 

hoping to piggy back onto an existing operation 
which will allow him do just that. He is eagerly 
looking forward to offering commercial sales by the 
spring of 2015. His primary focus will be making 
wines from Pinot Noir, Tempranillo, Sangiovese, 
and Petite Sirah grapes. A significant part of this 
plan involves using using grapes (Pinot Noir) from a 
vineyard planted in Mendocino County and owned 
by the Armstrongs.  
On November 17th, Mamma Susanna’s held a wine 
tasting which included selections from Chateau de 
Berger. If you didn’t attend you were not alone, the 
event sold out in 2 days. Due to this overwhelming 
response, at the time of writing this article, they are 
considering doing another wine tasting in February. 
What a great opportunity to experience something 
special in our neighborhood. 
Because River Park is home to a number of wine 
makers, this topic will become a short series. Look 
for the next issue to learn more about Wine Makers 
In River Park.
Contact information for Troy Armstrong  
(916)451-3980 n

River Park Vintners by Todd Damiano
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Need your dog exercised but can’t get 
to it? Two enterprising young women 
that live on Sandburg can solve the 
problem- they earn money by taking 
your canine for a stroll. They typically 
walk their clients’ dogs for a half hour 
at a time, and can accommodate 
regular scheduling from daily to 
weekly. 
Madison Bristol and Rebeka Shapiro both attend 
Sutter Middle School and are eighth graders. 
Both are animal lovers and both are considering 
veterinary medicine as a vocation (although 
Rebeka may have leanings towards a law degree 
as a result of her involvement in debate club). 
They do the normal things that teenagers do, like 
homework and cheerleading and soccer, but they 
are also motivated in business.
What does Madison do with her earnings? Actually 
she supports a menagerie of chinchillas, ducks 
and dogs. Since the age of four Madison has 
raised chinchillas, a small rabbit like animal native 
to Chile and prized for their fur. Her interest led 
her to work for a chinchilla breeder, to 4-H club 

and to the Empress Chinchilla club. 
Now she is beginning to breed them 
on her own. She also has Welsh 
Harlequin ducks and five dogs.
 It takes a lot of feed to keep every 
critter fed and maintained! Madison 
also trades regularly on Craigslist 
to keep her earnings up. She has 
promised her mother Kelly that her 

animal endeavors will be self- supporting. It’s a lot 
of responsibility but she is making it work. Back to 
business–if you would like to avail yourself of the 
dog exercising service, you can contact Madison at 
616-0679 or Rebeka via email: rebeka.shapiro@
gmail.com. n
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Neighbor Update: River Park Entrepreneurs
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November
11/5 PTSO Meeting – 7pm in Cafeteria
11/9 Blackbeard the Pirate – Missoula 
Theater, Saturday November 9th @ Caleb Multi 
Purpose Room. 11am and 3pm show. Tickets can 
be purchased at the door.
11/19 Noodles and Company Fundraising 
Night 4-8pm. Go and enjoy a nite out and help 
out Caleb!
December
12/3 PTSO Meeting – 7pm in Cafeteria
12/14 Flapjack 5k Run and Pancake 
Breakfast. Buy tickets online through Caleb’s 
Website. calebgreenwood.scusd.edu
12/17 Chipotle (Loehmann’s Plaza) 
Fundraiser Night 5-8pm. Go and enjoy the 
holidays and help out Caleb.
January
1/14 PTSO Meeting – 7pm in Cafeteria

Caleb’s PTSO (Parent Teacher Student Organization) 
meets every month on the first Tuesday in the Cafeteria 
at 7:00 pm. Please join us and hear about all the great 
things going on at Caleb and our upcoming events for 
the year.
Caleb Greenwood Elementary IB K-6 School

Caleb Corner 

Kindergarten Tours  
at Caleb Greenwood
2014-15 Kindergarten registration begins in January. 
Families of prospective kindergarten students are 
invited to join Principal Whitten and parents of current 
kindergarteners at one of the following tours:
Friday, December 6th - Come early and join us for 
morning sing at 8:15!
Wednesday, December 11th
Tuesday, December 17th
Thursday, January 16
Information will be shared about the exciting new 
International Baccalaureate program.  All tours will 
be held from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. and will begin in the 
school office at 5457 Carlson Drive in River Park. 
An evening kindergarten information night will also be 
held on Tuesday, January 14th from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Families of prospective students for grades one 
through six may contact the school office at 
916.277.6266 to schedule individual tours. 
For more information, visit http://calebgreenwood.
scusd.edu

by Todd Damiano

by Emily Kapic

The school year is off to a great start as Caleb Greenwood 
Elementary enters its second year of a three-year 
authorization process to be a prestigious International 
Baccalaureate (IB) school. The IB Primary Years 
Program prepares students across the world for success 
in an ever-changing global society by challenging them to 
think critically, ask questions, be creative, and collaborate 
with others. It is truly an extraordinary education model and 
we are proud to bring it to the East Sacramento community. 
Donations from local businesses and individuals are a key 
component to helping our school excel!

This year we’ve created an exciting program called “Shop 
the Cougar Grid” that will help raise money to support the 
IB curriculum, which includes art, music, technology and 
environmental programs. The Cougar Grid will be a map of 
Sacramento and highlight businesses that have donated 
to the school for our March auction. Instead of just asking 
companies for donations we are hoping this program will be 
a win-win – the school will receive increased items for our 
auction and businesses will benefit from year-long exposure 
on the Cougar Grid.  

“Shop the Cougar Grid”

Businesses who donate “in-kind” gifts of $100 or more for the 
auction will earn a number on the 11x17 Cougar Grid that will 
correspond to a directory on the back. Gifts under $100 will 
receive a directory listing.  Cash donations will also be accepted 
for companies that do not have “in-kind” items.  A limited number 
of $500 advertising squares will be available for purchase around 
the Grid and offer companies great bang for their buck! 

4,200 copies of The Cougar Grid will be distributed over the 
course of a year as it will be sent to the student body multiple 
times, in the 2014-2015 parent handbook, at the annual auction 
and a copy will be in the spring River Park Review! 

If you have a business and would like to support Caleb 
Greenwood by donating to the auction or advertising to the 
student body and River Park neighborhood please contact 
Emily Kapic (emilykapic@yahoo.com/916-207-9223) before 
the January 30th deadline.  Caleb Greenwood is an engaged 
community of families and we look forward to supporting your 
business.  Make your tax-deducible donations go further this 
year with a spot on the Cougar Grid! n



8
riverparksacramento.net         November 2013

 Do you believe that the large City subsidy in the new        
arena proposal should be put to a vote of the people?

There’s still time to sign the petition to do so!

Please call one of the neighborhood’s volunteers for 
information; and we’ll bring you a petition to sign:

Bill [Lovella Way]:  452-7242

Robin [McAdoo Avenue]:  455-1283  

It’s a billion dollar decision!

Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
BRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!
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Send a quality close-up digital 
photo of your River Park pet  

with their bio to:  
ibd@surewest.net

Park Pets

Samantha and Archie, five and six year-old 
Boston Terriers, are residents of Spilman Avenue. 
They enjoy chasing squirrels, playing catch 
and keeping each other company. As other 
Boston Terrier owners know, they have a lot of 
energy and are most happy when they’re getting 
attention and love from their owners.
The Lovett Family on Spilman

Garden Club News
River Park Garden Club Welcomes You!

River Park Garden Club would like to invite those 
interested in gardening and/or the beautification of 
River Park to join them at upcoming potluck dinner/
speaker meetings.  

November 14 – Bill Maynard, City of 
Sacramento Community Gardens

     “Community Gardens Program.” 

December 8 –  Catered Holiday Luncheon at 
the Sacramento Garden & Art Center

February 13–  Soleil Tranquilli owner of 
Tranquill Gardens 

    “River Friendly Gardens.” 
All meetings take place beginning at 6:30 PM in 
Ferguson Hall at the Fremont Presbyterian Church.  
Please bring a dish to share and your own plate and 
silverware. These are casual events that usually end 
by 8:30 PM. For further information on the River Park 
Garden Club or the above events contact, President Ron 
McCormack at 451-7246 or email him at rjmcormack@
hotmail.com.
The River Park Garden Club has been involved in 
projects resulting in the beautification of River Park since 
1951. Dues are $10 a year per household. The dues are 
used to support the Club’s plantings at the entrance to 
River Park and at Glenn Hall Park. To join send a check 
made out to the River Park Garden Club and mail to Jim 
Hathaway, Treasurer, RPGC, 441 Hartnell Place,  
Sacramento, CA 95825.   
Lee Ruth, Vice President, RPGC

Join River Park 
Computer Networks Now!

The best way to stay informed and up to date about what’s happening in River 
Park is by using the neighborhood computer “listservs” and websites.  Lost 

a dog? See something suspicious? Got something to sell? These interactive 
computer networks are already used by hundreds of River Park residents.

River Park Blog Yahoo Group–just send an email to the 
moderator at: 

riverparkblog-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  – or at – 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/riverparkblog/ then,  

“Join this group!”
RP Listserv–send an email to: admin@riverparklist.com,  

the administrator will then allow you access. 
River Park is also listed on nextdoor.com and Facebook.com

The RPNA board has determined that instructions on how to join the two River Park 

computer networks be printed in each issue of the River Park Review.
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2013 Holiday Lights Contest!
The River Park Neighborhood 

Association will sponsor its Holiday 
Lights contest again this year. Entry 
forms are provided in this issue of 

the River Park Review. The deadline 
for entry forms is Friday, December 

20th.  All completed entry forms must 
be placed in the Holiday Lights 

ballot box at the River Wok Restaurant 
by 5 p.m. that day to be considered for 

judging. RPNA will organize the  
judging committee. 

A photo of the winner will be featured  
in the February issue of the  

River Park Review.
The grand prize is $250,  
so don’t be a Scrooge!

We are pleased to announce that RPNA’s 
membership is strong with 675 members.  
 RPNA warmly welcomes the following new members 
-- thank you and welcome aboard!

Biana Banash & Meitra Bozorgzadegan
Jamie Myers
Michael Shaw
Noni Smith
Ryan & Shannon Tash 
Ken & Sharon Wills

RPNA membership dues are the lowest of any Sacramento 
neighborhood association.  Please join RPNA today: 
membership for one year is $10.00, two years is $18.00 and 
three years is $25.00.  Membership dues may be mailed to: 
RPNA, P.O. Box 19866, Sacramento, CA 95819.  We need 
your support to continue RPNA’s efforts to make River Park 
a great place to live.

If you aren’t sure if your membership needs to be 
renewed, please contact Tamis Reed, RPNA Membership 
Database Manager, at 804.5168 or  membership@
riverparksacramento.net. You help to make all that we do 
possible. We are truly appreciative of your generous support.  

RPNA Membership Update

Pick Us! Pick Us!
River Park Holiday Lights Contest

Entry Form

Name:

Address:

!

!

RPNA sincerely thanks all of our wonderful neighbors who support us and our endeavors by 
becoming members of RPNA or by renewing their membership year after year. Thank you especially 
to our friends who recently joined RPNA or renewed their lapsed memberships.
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AT 

T H E Torch Club 
SATURDAY 

NOV 9 TH 

2 0 1 3 

FROM 4PM—7PM 

Featuring : 

Count  

Benefit: 

@ The  
Torch Club 

904 15TH ST.  
DOWNTOWN 
SACRAMENTO 
Free Admission 

Must  Be  21+ To Attend 

No Host Bar 

Donations Accepted To 

BENEFIT CONCERT 

T h e  

Parks Update

On November 2nd, the grand Opening of the North 
Natomas Regional Park- Dylan Marshall Akins All 
Star Memorial Plaza took place. This included the 
dedication of three new ball fields: One Little League, 
and one each for youth and adult softball. These new 
fields promise to be fantastic places to pursue the 
national pastime-they are well designed and built fields! 
The event was well attended- the Mayor and most of 
the City Council were present.

Our next Glenn Hall Adopt-a-Park cleanup will be 
Saturday Dec. 14th from 9am till noon. The annual Leaf 
Cleanup will be the name of the game. We had a lot of 
fun last year- we moved two truckloads of leaves! We’ll 
have hot drinks and holiday camaraderie- don’t miss it!

“The Count” will perform a benefit concert for Pops 
in the Park at the Torch Club on Saturday Nov. 9th 
from 4-7PM. This band is comprised of former Q-Balls 
members, and they raised $1200.00 to save Glenn Hall 
Pool in 2011. Some are River Park natives. Drop by for 
a great show, and support Sacramento Parks! n

by Jeff Harris
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by Serge Stanich 

Source: http://www.raidsonline.com

In September, River 
Park experienced two 
residential burglaries and 
a third one in October.  
Consistent with burglaries 
in River Park in the past, 
these burglaries occurred 
during the middle of the 
day, when homeowners 
were away, and 

discovered upon their return.  On October 14, between 
11:30 am and 2:00 pm, the perpetrators of a burglary 
on Shepard slipped in through a dog door in the back 
and proceeded to steal backpacks from the home and 
fill them with cash, jewelry, electronics, check books 
and credit cards.  Some of the items taken were able 
to be tracked using GPS technology.  Upon returning 
home, the homeowner realized his home was robbed, 
notified the police and began tracking his property.  
When the police arrived to conduct the investigation, 
the homeowner was able to demonstrate not only the 
whereabouts of the stolen property but the actual route 
taken by the perpetrators.  Using the information, the 
police were able to arrest the perpetrators within 30 
minutes.  Some of the stolen property was retrieved 
at the time of the arrest and other materials were 
collected at businesses following the arrest by tracking 
the route taken.  Fortunately, the homeowner had 
some photographs of the jewelry and other items which 
helped the police positively identify the personal effects 
and help return the items.

River Park Neighborhood Watch Report – Technology Helps Apprehend Burglars in River Park

Based on this experience, the homeowner provided the 
following recommendations to help protect others.  1) 
Secure your doggie doors (as well as doors and windows), 
even on short trips away from the house, 2) always turn on 
your alarm 3) Activate ‘Find my iPhone’ on all of your Apple 
devices or the equivalent system on Androids etc., 4) Buy 
a safe, make it immovable, and use it, 5) Pay attention to 
strangers. In this case the individuals apparently knocked 
on the front door, then entered the side of the house when 
no reply was heard. This was observed but not reported at 
the time, 6) take photos of valuables (jewelry) and record 
and keep the serial numbers (electronics) and share this 
information with police promptly to aid in recovery. 
As with this case, it is very common for neighbors to witness 
suspicious behavior resulting in a crime and not report it 
to the police. It cannot be emphasized strongly enough 
that if you witness any suspicious behavior you should call 
the police.  A common front for burglars is to pretend to 
be soliciting door to door and use the opportunity to check 
if people are home.  If you encounter solicitors, don’t be 
uncomfortable to question their credentials and/or call the 
Sacramento Police Department, non-emergency number 
(264-5471).  For a crime or dangerous situation in progress 
call either 911 or the cell phone emergency number (264-
5151).  One day, you may hope that your neighbor does the 
same service for you.  
For more information on how to support the Neighborhood 
Watch please contact Jeff Harris at cadence@surewest.net 
or Serge Stanich at sergestanich@gmail.com. n

9/2/13  3:50 pm  5600 Sandburg  Vehicle taken w/o owner
9/6/13  9:35 am  5300 Sandburg      Burglary residence no force
9/17/13 2:00 pm  5700 Spilman  Burglary residence no force
10/13/13 4:00 pm  100 Sandburg  Vehicle taken w/o owner
10/14/12 4:00 pm  5800 Shepard  Burglary residence no force
10/19/13 3:00 am   5900 Camellia  P.C Grand Theft
10/26/13 8:15 am   5700 Carlson   P.C Grand Theft


