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Monthly RPNA Meetings 
Third Thursdays

Oct 15th and Nov 19th
Fremont Presbyterian Church
Block captains meet at  
7:00 p.m. 

RPNA Board meets at 
7:30 p.m.

All residents are welcome.

Upcoming Events…

It’s a great place to live!
riverparksacramento.net

Stay Connected With River Park

River Park Blog Yahoo Group
send an email to: riverparkblog-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
or go to:http://groups.yahoo.

com/group/riverparkblog/ 
then, “Join this group!” 

Send RPList mailing list submissions 
to:rplist@lists.mcn.org - To subscribe 

or unsubscribe visit http://lists.mcn.org/
mailman/listinfo/rplist or, via email,send 

a message with subject or body ‘help’ to: 
rplist-request@lists.mcn.org;

River Park is also listed on 
nextdoor.com and Facebook.com

The River Park Review needs a new 
editor. After three years, Todd Damiano 
is stepping down as the editor of the 
River Park Neighborhood Association’s 
official newsletter. Every two months, 
two thousand copies of the River Park 
Review are printed and distributed to 
each residence and business in River 
Park. The editor’s position is a volunteer 
position and does require a fair amount of 
work using a home computer. Advertising 
and layout of the newsletter is currently in 
the very capable hands of another River 
Park volunteer and former RPNA board 
member, Janet Mason. The editor does  
not necessarily need to be a member  

of the RPNA board of directors, but the 
RPNA board is the publisher and is in overall 
charge of the publication. A close working 
relationship with the board is necessary. 
Being editor of the Review is very rewarding. 
The editor keeps his or her finger on the 
pulse of the neighborhood. Membership in 
the River Park Nexdoor.com and the River 
Park Facebook page is recommended to 
help keep up to date on local events. A 
commitment to the task of at least one year 
is required. If you are interested in learning 
more or applying, contact RPNA’s president 
Serge Stanich at sergestanich@gmail.com 
or president@riverparksacramento.net.

Is This The Last River Park Review? by Serge Stanich

RPNA invites you to consider becoming a board candidate in our upcoming election, please. RPNA 
Board members are vital and essential volunteers within our neighborhood. They help to ensure that 
our neighborhood is safe, fun, and engaged with city hall, legislators, and the police. The RPNA board 
depends on board members to help support and improve the community. Serving on RPNA’s board 
gives members many opportunities to hone skills of public speaking, teamwork, editing, community 
building, and organization. It’s also a fabulous way to give back to our beautiful, engaged community 
and you’ll make new friends and meet many wonderful community members.

RPNA’s board election is just around the corner - we have only received one candidate statement so 
far. Please consider running for our board. Membership on the RPNA board is fun, rewarding, and also 
entails hard work. Board members are responsible for planning and implementing RPNA activities such 
as the Fourth of July Festival, presenting neighborhood general meetings, acting as liaisons with local 
governments and attending monthly board meetings, which are held on the third Thursday of every 
month (except December) from 7:30 PM – 9 PM.

RPNA’s Board has 11 members who serve 2 year terms: we have 5 board seats open in the 2015 
RPNA election. Please submit your candidate statement of qualifications by October 15th by email 
to membership@riverparksacramento.net or by US mail to RPNA, P.O. Box 19866, Sacramento, CA 
95819. Your candidate statement should be 150 words or less. Successful candidate statements in the 
past have included information about how you have been involved in the community, your volunteer 
work, how your work experience/skills may benefit RPNA, what you love about River Park, or how you 
would like to help the board. All candidates must be members in good standing in the RPNA. Ballots will 
be sent to all active RPNA members around November 1st, and completed ballots must be postmarked 
by November 14th. Ballots will include candidate statements and a stamped return envelope. Ballots will 
be tallied in late November and the election results will be printed in the subsequent issue of the River 
Park Review. We depend upon your help and hope you will become a candidate today. Please join our 
fabulous and dedicated board!

RPNA Board of Directors Election...We need You as a Candidate, please! 
RPNA Board Candidate Statements Due October 15 
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RPNA OFFICERS & BOARD
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Serge Stanich
President
320-0708 

sergestanich@gmail.com

Kimberly Teague
Vice President  

606-9154 
kimpossible916@hotmail.com

Eric Levinson 
Secretary 
476-4354 

Eric_Levinson@comcast.net

Barbara Debert
Treasurer
456-2243

barbara.debert@yahoo.com

Todd Damiano 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster

402-4641 
todddamiano@surewest.net

Tamis Reed 
RPNA Membership Director 

804-5168 
membership@ 

riverparksacramento.net

Janet Mason 
Graphic Design/Newsletter 

Advertising Manager 
736-1132 

ibd@surewest.net

Eric Schranz
Block Captain Coordinator

RP Review Distribution
207-2038

ericrs@surewest.net 

Members at Large
Shelley Hescock 

rbandit@aol.com 
Steve Johns 

Steve.Johns@smud.org
Doug Leslie 

dendroica61@gmail.com
Tom Neri 

capi5@aol.com 
Kristin Stuart 

jlsandkes@comcast.net

River Park Review is published 6 times per 
year and is available 

to all River Park residents at no charge.

When crime strikes, we want action. Nobody wants to find that their own home or 
property has been violated by a stranger. It can leave a victim feeling helpless and 
wondering if their community is a safe place in which to live. Recently, we have 
seen an uptick in petty crime in River Park, mostly car break-ins. Then there’s the 
occasional shady character or vehicle cruising our streets. Unlocked cars and open 
garage doors provide an easy target for thieves diligent enough to wander the 
streets day or night. Even the smallest reward is almost certain to result in future 
return visits from a bad guy.  Catalytic converters are always a high profit item. 
Then there’s the summertime influx of Paradise Beach goers which can generate  
a number of problems for the community.

The crime reports in the newsletter provided by Serge Stanich, are grounds for a 
call to action. Wouldn’t it be better to take action in an effort to deter crime rather 
than wait for its arrival? 

To that end I am dedicated to organizing the patrols in River Park and we need 
volunteers! It can be a really fun time while providing a great service for our 
neighborhood. One volunteer told me she and her husband used to patrol a few 
years ago using walkie- talkies & spotlights. Better than date night she said! The 
lighter side of patrol! 

A small number of neighbors have already volunteered, but more are definitely 
needed.  If this is to be successful, it will require volunteers. However, for this to 
be effective, it needs to be convenient for the volunteers. If you’re interested in 
volunteering, you can choose the time that works best for you. All we’re hoping 
is that we have a group of River Park residents who care enough about their 
neighborhood to actually get out and make a difference. 

Barbara Falcon from the Sacramento Police Department is prepared to come to 
our next meeting to talk about patrols. Instructions will be provided on how to be 
observant and provide useful information to law enforcement while remaining safe 
at the same time. 

A visible patrol, on a regular basis, sends a powerful message to those with bad 
intentions: River Park cares about its neighbors. We are a neighborhood that takes 
care of each other and if you come in to River Park…. we are watching.

If you are interested in participating, please e-mail Shelley at rbandit@aol.com.

Thank you in advance for volunteering!!

Neighborhood Patrol

Garden Club News
River Park Garden Club Welcomes You!

The annual Fall Sale at Shepard Garden and Arts Center, McKinley Park 
Saturday and Sunday, October 3rd – 4th from 10 AM to 4 PM. Plants and 
garden related items will be for sale. There are some good deals to be had. 
Free admission.
The next River Park Garden Club potluck will be on Thursday, November 12th 
at 6:30 p.m., Fremont Presbyterian Church, Ferguson Hall. The speaker will be 
Terry Monahan from Fallen Leaf Tree Management with instructions on how to 
care for your trees during the drought.
For information on the Garden Club, please contact Ron McCormack at  
916-718-6562

by Shelley Hescock 
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River Park Tree Canopy Project

In its expanding partnership with the Sacramento 
Tree Foundation, the River Park Tree Canopy 
Project (RPTCP) recently played host to the River 
Park Tree Tour, a unique activity arranged and 
guided by the Tree Foundation’s Urban Forester, 
Matt Buland. 
The group that gathered for the tour on a warm, 
early-September Sunday morning was small—
possibly a dozen in all—and that’s if you count the 
baby in the stroller.  The lack of numbers certainly 
did not dampen the enthusiasm of the attendees, 
who were promised viewings of “trees on steroids” 
by Forester Buland.  He explained that this 
phenomenon, where common tree species grow 
well beyond their average girth and height, is due 
primarily to the rich river deposits found in the soils 
of River Park.
Mr. Buland noted that the wide variety of tree 
species found in the neighborhoods of River Park 
is also unique, and unlike the monocultures of 

street trees and landscape trees found in other 
areas of Sacramento.  The tour group also learned 
of unusual and unique tree species interspersed 
among the more common varieties of sycamore, 
pistache, maple, liquidambar, mulberry, ginko, 
beech, zelcova, and tulip trees.  Forester Buland 
pointed out a specimen Cork Oak (Quercus suber) 
located on Ada Way.  Native to the Mediterranean 
region, the Cork Oak—as the name suggests—
produces a thick, corky bark often harvested for 
commercial purposes.  Another unique specimen 
tree, a Willow Oak (Quercus phellos), was located 
growing in a front yard on State Avenue.  A native to 
the eastern portions of the United States, its leaves 
are unlike other oak trees found in California, as 
they resemble the elongated leaves of the willow 
tree.   
An unusual tree at the corner of Spilman and 
Carlson with prickly burrs dangling from its 
branches initially had the tour group “stumped.”  The 
homeowner came to our rescue; she met us on the 
sidewalk and explained that our “mystery” tree was 
a chestnut, then opened one of the burrs to show us 
the familiar nut inside. 

by Jan Wooley

continued on page 4

Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
BRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!
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continued from page 3

Another resident, this time on Ada Way—no doubt 
attracted by a small cluster of strangers eyeing 
his front yard’s landscaping—informed us that the 
specimen zelkova  tree we were admiring had been 
planted by his father-in-law in 1957.  
Personal stories and recollections by River Park 
residents are extremely useful in dating the 
many “heritage trees” located throughout the 
neighborhood.  They also aid in establishing the 
potential cultural significance of a tree or group 
of trees in a landscape setting.   Why was such 
a unique and unusual tree species such as a 
Cork Oak incorporated into a post-war suburban 
landscape on Ada Way?   Did it have a particular 
meaning for the individual or family who planted it?  
Why do birch trees often appear in “threes” in 
residential landscapes—and what does that say 

Tree Canopy Project

about trends in landscape design of the 1950s and 
1960s?  Where clusters of heritage street trees 
remain, what does this reflect in terms of the cycles 
of urban forestry over time?  Which street tree 
species, once popular and plentiful in River Park, 
have fallen out of favor over the decades due to 
disease or other undesirable characteristics, and 
where do isolated blocks of these remnant trees still 
remain? What special meaning might a heritage tree 
hold for the neighbors who have grown used to its 
presence, and treasure it as a living landmark within 
the community?
The members of the River Park Tree Canopy 
Project (RPTCP) recognize the importance of 
identifying and recognizing the significance of 
the heritage trees within River Park.  A team of 
survey coordinators is currently in the process 
of developing methodologies for the survey and 
inventory of singular and group plantings of heritage 
trees throughout the neighborhood. Through 
systematic identification and recordation, it is the 
intent of the RPTCP to document River Park’s 
heritage trees as important natural and cultural 
resources which contribute significantly to the 
history, and quality of life of the neighborhood and 
its residents.
Survey staff would welcome any input from River 
Park residents that would aid in the identification of 
heritage trees, e.g. information on the location of 
trees and their species, dates and recollections of 
tree plantings and/or neighborhood histories, early 
photos, which document street trees and landscape 
trees.  This could include heritage trees that no 
longer survive, yet represent historic landscape 
trends over time, or once-popular tree species no 
longer in favor or in use.  
We encourage you to submit a photo and brief 
description of a heritage tree you may know about 
within River Park to the River Park Tree Canopy 
Project Committee.  Include a short personal story 
or history of the tree, and it will become a candidate 
for the featured “Tree of the Month” in an upcoming 
issue of the River Park newsletter!  Submittals may 
be sent to Kate Riley, RPTCP Chairperson, kbriley@
surewest.net or Jan Wooley, RPTCP Survey 
Coordinator, jewooley@surewest.net n

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR RIVER PARK 
COMMUNITY TREE PLANTING ON 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
We received nearly 40 
applications for trees!

Join us on Saturday, November 14, at 9 a.m., 
at Glenn Hall Park, to help plant trees in the 
second community tree planting of the River 
Park Tree Canopy Project. The Project is a 
volunteer group sponsored by the River Park 
Neighborhood Association, the River Park 
Garden Club, and City Councilmember Jeff 
Harris.  Meet at Glenn Hall Park for coffee, 
snacks, and orientation.  All garden tools 
will be provided by the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation.  You will be part of a small group 
of River Park residents who will work together 
to plant the trees that have been sited and 
delivered by the Tree Foundation.  
Wear gardening shoes and clothes, and bring 
work gloves.  You may want to bring water 
and a hat as well.
Please let us know if you are coming. 
Contact Kate Riley, 916-716-3102
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Caleb Corner 

by Todd Damiano

Caleb Greenwood Elementary IB K-6 School

First Year of Caleb Greenwood -IB World School-
This school year begins with a number of changes.  Last spring the student leadership team won a district wide initiative 
that allocates bond monies to fund sustainable, environmentally sound projects. Over this past summer the desperately 
outdated primary grades bathrooms received a complete overhaul. Gone are paper towel dispensers and toilets that 
wasted huge volumes of water. Electric hand dryers, new plumbing and low-flow toilets are now in place. Next up are 
new faucets, toilets, urinals and hand dryers for the intermediate grades bathroom.  
Another project in the works is new signage.  Now that Caleb Greenwood is an authorized IB World School, new 
school signage is on the way. That will include a new logo (already completed), stationery and Caleb-wear available for 
purchase. Caleb Greenwood just took a huge step up, now it’s time to flaunt this tremendous achievement.

Another addition to the campus is a new fence enclosing the classroom garden 
beds. For years the bark chips surrounding the classroom gardens ended up 
everywhere, presenting the custodians and teachers with an additional hurdle to 
overcome on a daily basis. No more. With financing from the PTSO, a fence was 
installed in August. This should help keep the sidewalks and nearby classrooms 
free of bark chips. 
This school year also welcomes the return of two full time custodians. In recent 
years, the budget cuts limited the evening custodian to a four-hour shift. That 
meant only half of all the classrooms were being cleaned each day. With two full 
time custodians, each school day will begin with clean classrooms campus wide. 
During this past summer, both custodians worked full-time emptying classrooms 

and storage rooms of ancient textbooks and clutter that has accumulated over the years. Not only is there room for more 
students at Caleb Greenwood, there’s actually room for them to sit.

calebgreenwood.scusd.edu

Expertly Serving East Sacramento Buyers & SellersExpertly Serving East Sacramento Buyers & Sellers

916-454-0323
www.EastSac.com
BRE#01447558

916-454-0323
www.EastSac.com
BRE#01447558
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Park Pets

This handsome boy is quite the neighborhood prowler. 
He is well loved and cared for by Shirley Coffelt and 
Ramona Goodge. OB showed up in our backyards 
about a year ago and we have taken him in - well sort 
of.... He is a free spirit! Please know that he is well 
fed, has a bed, and most importantly is current with all 
his shots and flea treatments. He spends most nights 

at 4601 Moddison along with several 
other furry, four legged friends.
    ~ Ramona Goodge

Send a quality close-up digital 
photo of your River Park pet to:  

ibd@surewest.net

a friendly environment, but to provide 
catering service to help families in the 
neighborhood with events or simply family 

meals. He admits he is just getting started but he wants 
to hear from the community what people would like.  Café 
le Monde currently offers a wide variety of salads, soups, 
sandwiches, smoothies, and coffee drinks.  Michael is 
most proud of the pasta salad and the spicy thai chicken 
soup. Eventually, Michael plans to have a full kitchen and 
grill with hood installed where he can expand the menu 
to meat, fish and even barbecue.  Look out for a tri-tip 
sandwich soon to come.
While Michael loves preparing food, his greatest passion is 
soccer.  Michael is a National D level coach and is excited 
to get involved in coaching soccer in River Park.  Michael 
is also a big supporter of the Sacramento Kings and will 
be holding various events to support the Kings with raffles 
and events on game nights.
The restaurant is open Monday through Friday from 6:00 
am to 8:00 pm and Saturday/Sunday from 7:00 am to 2:00 
pm.  You can find his website at www.cafelemondesac.
com.  He invites everyone to come by try the food and stay 
for a while.

This past summer, River Park has been 
treated with a wonderful new restaurant 
and café in the mall on Carlson Drive.   
I recently had the opportunity to sit down with the owner, 
Michael Kyalwazi, and learn about his passions and what 
brings him to River Park.
Originally from Kampala, Uganda, Michael studied 
chemistry at university in Uganda and at Notre Dame de 
Namur but turned to catering as an opportunity to support 
himself and his family.  Michael then completed Human 
Resources and Business Management Certifications at 
California State University Sacramento and University 
of Phoenix. Michael worked at La Bou as the District 
Manager for 20 years where he learned the industry and 
eventually decided to start his own business.  He opened 
his first restaurant and catering service in 2003, with his 
wife Winnie and his four children Michael, Beverly, Ashley, 
and Martin.  A very proud father, his children are studying 
medicine at Notre Dame, Columbia and UC Davis.
With Café le Monde, Michael hopes to really become a 
member of the neighborhood.  With emphasis on use of 
the highest quality of ingredients and focusing on service 
to the community, Michael plans not only a restaurant 
where people can come to enjoy an excellent meal in 

River Park Welcomes Café le Monde by Serge Stanich
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FALL CLEANUP
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CALL FOR BLOCK CAPTAINS!
Block Captains serve as liaison between their immediate neighbors and RPNA, and deliver the 
River Park Review! Contact: Eric Schranz, 916-207-2038, ericrs@surewest.net
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by Serge Stanich 

Source: http://www.raidsonline.com

River Park Neighborhood Watch Report:

A change in the weather can bring 
a variety of potential threats to your 
health and safety. Before the onset of 
the wet weather, consider replacing 
your windshield wiper blades and 
topping off the washer fluid.  The days 
are getting shorter and darkness will descend 
upon your homeward commute.  Falling leaves 
and wet weather can create very slippery 
road conditions.  Take caution when driving, 
especially when children are present.  The 
cold weather also means the start of cold and 
flu season.  Remember to wash your hands 
regularly and get a flu shot.   If you have to 
sneeze, do so in the bend of your arm to keep 
your hands clean.  Also consider having the 
furnace serviced or the chimney swept before 
the fireplace is put to use. It is also a good time 
to check the batteries in the smoke alarms.  

Finally, remember that any stagnant 
pools of water are potential breeding 
areas for mosquitoes which can transmit 
West Nile virus and other diseases. 
Walk around your property and fix any 
areas that might catch and pond water. 

Use these simple steps to enjoy the season,  
to stay both healthy and safe.
Lastly, never forget, if you see any suspicious 
or criminal activity, please call the Sacramento 
Police Department by calling either the non-
emergency number at (916) 264-5471 or the 
emergency number (916) 732-0100.  
For more information on how to support the 
Neighborhood Watch please contact Serge 
Stanich at sergestanich@gmail.com.

Health and Safety with the Fall Weather

7/8/2015  3:06 PM  H. Street/Camellia   Traffic Accident/Injury
7/12/2015  8:37 AM  54XX Sandburg   Vandal - Deface Property
7/12/2015  8:00 PM  52XX Moddison   Vehicle taken w/o owner consent
7/19/2015  5:30 PM  54XX Sandburg   Petty Theft
8/5/2015  12:00 PM  5XX Sandburg   Vehicle taken w/o owner consent
8/8/2015  11:06 PM  50XX Moddison   Petty Theft
8/29/2015  1:50 PM  53XX Camellia   Petty Theft
8/29/2015  1:50 PM  53XX Camellia   Petty Theft
8/26/2015  6:11 PM  54XX Sandburg   Felony - Possession of Ammunition


