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  RPNA election preparations 
 RPNA Board Candidate Statements Due October 15th 
 
  It’s time once again for River Park to elect its neighbor-
hood leaders.  The RPNA Board of Directors has eleven 
members who serve two-year terms.  There are six seats up 
for grabs in even numbered years and five seats in odd 
years.  Accordingly there are 5 open seats for the 2011 
RPNA election. 
 
  Here’s the schedule for board terms that begin in January   
2012: 
 
• Submit your candidate statement no later than October 15th.  

You are free to submit anything you wish, however candidate 
statements are typically one paragraph and include informa-
tion about you and your reasons for running for the board.  
You may submit your candidate statement by email to   
membership@riverparksacramento.net, or by snail 
mail to RPNA, P.O. Box 19866, Sacramento, CA 95819. 

  
• Ballots will be mailed to all active RPNA members on No-

vember 1st , and completed ballots are due by November 
15th. Ballots will include candidate statements and a stamped 
return envelope.  

 
• Ballots will be tallied in late November and the election re-

sults will be printed in the subsequent issue of the River Park 
Review. 

 
• New board members will be sworn in at the RPNA board 

meeting on January 19, 2012. 

    River Park fall general   
    meeting October 22nd 
  Saturday 10:00 a.m. at Caleb Greenwood  
 
    The annual fall River Park general meeting offers an op-
portunity for neighborhood residents to hear and discuss 
issues of importance to our community. Participants in this 
fall’s meeting will include Sacramento County Supervisor 
Phil Serna, Sacramento Police Captain Ken Bernard, the 
Union Pacific Railroad Public Affairs Director, Sutter Me-
morial Hospital Urban Village Project representatives, and 
members of the Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates 
(SABA). 
 
Supervisor Phil Serna: the County of Sacramento recently 

completed a redistricting process for Supervisorial Dis-
tricts, and River Park is now in Phil Serna’s district.  

  
Police Captain Ken Bernard: after years with Captain Dana 

Matthes, River Park is now assigned to Police Captain 
Ken Bernard.  He will discuss the impact of city budget 
cuts on police services, crime prevention in River Park, 
and ongoing safety issues at Paradise Beach. 

 
Union Pacific Railroad: the Public Affairs Director with 

Union Pacific Railroad will join us to discuss solutions 
to the impacts of trains on the River Park community. 

 
Sutter Memorial Hospital: the hospital campus in East Sac-

ramento is slated for closure in the next several years, 
and the site will be redeveloped into an urban village.  

SABA representatives will discuss the dangers and difficul-
ties of bicycling in the River Park/CSUS area.               

 UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS                       October  2011…..     and beyond 

  Thursday  Oct. 20 
      RPNA Meetings 
 

   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
   RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
      Fremont Presbyterian    
                  Church       
             Geneva Room 

   Monday Oct. 31 
  Halloween night  
 Fremont Church’s annual         
       Trunk or Treat 
  6:30 p.m.  -  8:30 p.m. 
  WOOO!   Be careful! 

  Thursday  Nov. 17 
      RPNA Meetings 
 

   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
   RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
       Fremont Presbyterian    
                   Church       
              Geneva Room 

  Saturday  Oct. 22                        
 Fall General Meeting 
          10:00 a.m. 
 Caleb Greenwood School 
    Meet your neighbors 
       Discuss important  
     neighborhood issues 
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               The River Park Neighborhood Association is moving 
ahead with plans to print a “newcomers brochure”  that will 
inform new residents about all the wonders of River Park. 
RPNA member Tamis Reed is designing a single sheet folded 
brochure that would be presented to every new resident when 
they move in.  The brochure will contain a list of important 
phone numbers and websites  - including links to the fire and 
police departments and to other useful parts of local govern- 

ment. The brochure will also spotlight the clubs of River Park, 
such as the Mothers’ Club, Garden Club, and PTSO as well as 
RPNA itself.  Information about Caleb Greenwood School will 
be highlighted as will the various youth sports clubs and com-
munity events, and the two neighborhood computer listserves. 
RPNA has not yet sent the draft of the brochure to the printer 
and housing sales are still depressed, although there are tenta-
tive signs that home sales might increase later this year.   

       River Park Welcome Wagon brochure being prepared 

  
 The River Park Mothers’ Club is hosting 
its annual Halloween party for members at Glenn Hall 
Park on Saturday, October 29th from 10 a.m. – noon.   
The River Park Mothers’ Club is open to neighborhood 
women who are expecting and those with children 
through elementary school age.  Over 20 women have 
joined this year and we encourage women to join at any 
time during the year.  To join, please go to this website: 
www.bigtent.com/groups/rpmc.  For more infor-
mation about the Club or upcoming events, please con-
tact Martha Doherty, 2011 co-president, at  860-2127 or 
email her at rpmothersclub@gmail.com. 
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Bicyclist/Pedestrian Safety 
 

     River Park bicyclists and pedestrians may soon 
have an easier time navigating the confusing and 
sometimes dangerous H and J Street intersections 
with Carlson Drive. City traffic and bicycle safety 
officials are developing a list of recommendations 
for both Carlson and H and Carlson and J as part of 
a traffic study currently underway. An ad hoc River 
Park Bicycle Safety Group made up of River Park 
bicyclists has submitted its recommendations to the 
City. Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates also has 
been involved in meetings with RPNA and City offi-
cials and has submitted a set of recommended 
changes and improvements. According to Ed Cox, 
City of Sacramento Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordi-
nator, the City’s findings and recommendations are 
expected to be transmitted to RPNA no later than the 
end of September.  

Tattoo parlor opens in River Park 
 
   His real name is Andrew 
Brundage but everybody calls 
him Freddy.  Don’t ask why.  
Freddy is the owner of Hold 
Fast at 5495 Carlson Drive, 
suite C.  Andrew and co-
worker Carlo design, draw, 
and then imprint permanent 
tattoos onto the bodies of 
thoroughly willing people.  
Hold Fast has been in busi-
ness in River Park since Janu-
ary after moving from the 
College Town area. 
    Freddy says he can’t ex-
plain why tattoos are a hit now.  They used to be the province 
of sailors and convicts.  Now they’re everywhere.  He says it’s 
an individualism thing.  Throw caution to the wind.  Assert 
yourself.  Perhaps a rite of passage involving pain and triumph. 
    Freddy will give you a free fifteen minute consultation then 
ask for a deposit of twenty to forty dollars.  He charges between 
$60 and $120 dollars an hour for the actual tattooing sessions. 
Contact him at www.holdfasttattoo.net or call 386-8606. 
So, take chance with Freddy and Carlo.  They’re pros and good 
business neighbors. 

Freddy 
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         Dogs of  River Park    
 
   Elly May and Jack are fun-loving active English Setters that own 

their human parents 
Eric Brown and 
Linda Evans on 
Monalee.  They love 
walks, bicycle rides, 
and romps at the 
beach or at the 
river.  They also 
enjoy the company 
of other dogs and 
will party with any 
dog given the op-
portunity.  They 
work very hard at 
their day job which 

is to keep their yard both bird and squirrel free.  Don't let those 
sweet faces fool you as they are not always well behaved.  A new 
set of patio furniture later and scattered teeth marks on living room 
chairs are just a few reminders of past naughty puppy stages.  Elly 
May and Jack are still working on politely greeting people (not 
jumping or crotch sniffing), so they are a well-loved work in pro-
gress. 

Summer Pool attendance increases 

 

     Sacramento City Parks Commissioner Jeff Harris reports 
on the current status of Glenn Hall Park swimming pool:  
 
     For three years, River Park residents have supported the 
Glenn Hall Pool with donations. This generosity has kept the 
pool open despite the city’s horrific budget deficit that ordi-
narily would have required the pool to close. 
   This year, only three city pools were scheduled to open, but 
the demand for swim teams convinced the city Parks and 
Recreation Department to open two more pools for swim 
teams only and Glenn Hall was one of them. Once again in 
River Park, we capitalized upon this opportunity and pur-
chased recreational swim hours from the city. Our average 
daily attendance this year was 137 swimmers, compared to 83 
in 2010. Clearly there was increased demand due to the mul-
tiple pool closures throughout the city. It was a successful 
effort, and the pool provided a substantial recreational oppor-
tunity for many families in River Park and beyond. Thanks to 
everyone that donated to the pool! 
Even so, the Glenn Hall Pool is still scheduled to be de-
commissioned in 2012, and barring a financial windfall for 
the city, that, unfortunately, will be the case.  Take a chance!  Send a quality close-up digital 

  photo of your River Park dog to:   
       editor@riverparksacramento.net    



 

 

    River Park Review                                              Page 5                                                     Fall  2011     

Charity Smith 
on Moddison is a 
winner again.  She 
was first to spot a 
typographical er-
ror in the last issue 
of the Review, just 
like she was  back 
in September 
2009.  This publi-
cation has a one-
year rule.  No one 
can be the typo 
winner more than 
once within a 
twelve-month pe-
riod.  Of course 

the most egregious mistake in the Aug.-Sept. issue got 
by everyone until the editor himself noticed it.  The 
date for the annual Great American River Cleanup, 
prominently displayed on the front page, was wrong.  
Accidents happen.  “Watch and report” and you could 
be the next typo champion. 

     Garden Club welcomes you 
 
 The River Park Garden Club invites local residents inter-
ested in the beautification of the community to join them at 
their upcoming Thursday night series of potluck dinners with 
speakers scheduled for the fall of 2011 and the spring of 
2012: 
 
• November 3, 2011 - Phil Pluckebaum and Jeff Harris, 

“River Park Turf Wars”  
 
• February 9, 2012 - Anne Fenkner, Sacramento Tree Foun-

dation, “The Right Tree in the Right Place”  
 
• April 12, 2012 - Alison Harris, Peas & Harmony Organic 

Food Gardens, “Edible Gardens for Homes and Schools”  
 
• June 14, 2012 - Joan Kulat, Capital Nursery, “Begonias 

and their Culture.”   
 
The Club meets in Ferguson Hall, at the Fremont Presbyterian 
Church, 5570 Carlson Drive beginning at 6:30 p.m. with a 
potluck dinner.  All are welcome to attend. 
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Great American River Cleanup cleans up 

 

   Hundreds of civic-minded Sacramentans, including a large 
contingent from the Elk Grove Church of Christ, assembled at 

Glenn Hall Park’s parking lot Sat-
urday morning September 17 with 
one goal: to thoroughly clean the 
river’s edge, floodplain and levee.  
Three hours later, hundreds of 
pounds of trash had been brought 
back to the parking lot.  The Glenn 
Hall effort was just a small part of 
a national waterways cleanup day 
extending from Delaware Bay to 
the shores of Lake Erie to Califor-
nia's Pacific beaches.   
   In River Park the primary source 
of riverside trash is the summer 
surge of visitors to Paradise 
Beach.  Besides beer cans, ciga-

rette butts, fast food wrappers, and discarded items of clothing, 
the period between last year’s cleanup and this year’s saw an 
accumulation of new graffiti on signs and dumpsters.  This year 
as last, a hearty team of graffiti killers attacked scrawls and 
stickers with powerful chemical sprays donated by the city’s 
graffiti abatement unit.  One major improvement since Septem-
ber 2010 was the removal of the faded ugly metal signs along 
levee footpath between Glenn Hall Park and the I-80 bridge. 

 Old Timers and  Young Whippersnappers alike will 
enjoy listening to streaming audio of recoded music from 
1900 to 1960 on this oddball English radio station. 
 
   http://angelradioisleofwight.moonfruit.com/ 
 
Rolling Stone Keith Richards recently donated 5000 
British pounds to help repair Angel Radio’s transmitter. 
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  City Redistricting saga concludes  

 

   On September 8th the Sacramento City Council voted to adopt 
the map that will outline its council district boundaries for the 
next decade. After months of deliberation and public comment, 
the Sacramento Redistricting Citizens Advisory Committee 
submitted four maps for consideration by the council, but the 
council chose not to proceed with any of these maps. Instead 
Councilmembers Steve Cohn and Sandy Sheedy submitted 
maps of their own that eventually were merged into version 2.0. 
The 2.0 map originally drew the Sacramento High School and 
UC Med Center campuses into District 6. After much lobbying 
by District 5 Councilmember Jay Schenirer, Mayor Kevin 
Johnson and residents of Oak Park, the council agreed to draw 
the Sacramento High School campus back into District 5, but 
not the UCD Med Center. River Park’s own District 3 now con-
tains the established neighborhoods River Park, East Sac, and 
South Natomas, as well as the Township 9 and Railyards devel-
opments. 
 
 

    Yard waste collection program 
 

Many folks in River Park have been asking for clarifica-
tion on the city’s yard waste collection program. Sacra-
mento City residents have a choice of two programs: con-
tainerized and “loose in the street.”  According to the city 
Department of Utilities, more than 100,000 city house-
holds currently participate in the city’s containerized gar-
den waste program.  Containerized customers must use a 
96-gallon yard waste container for weekly collection and 
may place waste loose-in-the-street for collections eight 
times throughout the year during these peak seasons: 
 

• January - collection is second week 
• February - collection is last week 
• May - collection is last week 
• October - collection is last week 
• November and December - collection is a minimum 

of every other week 
 
After the May collection, containerized customers will 
not receive another loose in the street collection for five 
months.  If you are a containerized customer, help keep 
River Park clean by placing yard waste only in your con-
tainer.  Please call 3-1-1 if you have questions or want to 
switch programs. 
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                   Police crime reports: July - August  2011 
     https://www.crimereports.com/ 
  
 July 2  1:00 a.m. 4100 block of Clyde Ct.  Burglary Residence 
 July 5  8:00 p.m. 001 block of Sandburg Dr. Petty Theft 
 July 5            8:40 p.m. 5600 block of Camellia Ave. Burglary Residence 
 July 16         8:00 p.m. Carlson Dr. and Sandburg Dr. Burglary Vehicle 
 July 17 2:00 p.m. 5900 block of Camellia Ave. Battery  Non-cohabiting spouse 
 July 19          5:00 a.m. 400 block of Messina Dr.  Burglary Residence 
 July 23 Midnight 3700 block of Moddison Ave. Burglary Residence 
 July 29 Midnight 4200 block of Moddison Ave. Burglary Residence 
 July 30        12:45 a.m. 5600 block of Caleb Ave.  Grand Theft 
 August 1       4:00 a.m. 5800 block of Callister Ave. Burglary Residence  
 August 9     11:35 p.m. 5000 block of Moddison Ave. Vandalism 
 August 14     7:30 p.m. in the American River  Watercraft DUI 
 August 16     7:00 a.m. 5400 block of Carlson Dr. Petty Theft – license plate 
 August 19     3:37 p.m. 001 block of Sandburg Dr. Burglary Residence with force 
 August 23  3:30 a.m. 5400 block of Carlson Dr. Vehicle Burglary 
 August 30  8:00 a.m. 5400 block of Sandburg Dr. Vandalism  
            
       



 

 

  River Park Review                                              Page 9                                                        Fall  2011            

 Join River Park computer networks now! 
 
  The best way to stay informed and up to date about what’s 
happening in River Park is by using one or both of the two 
neighborhood computer listserves.  Lost a dog?  See something 
suspicious?  Got something to sell?  These interactive computer 
listserves are already used by hundreds of River Park residents.  
To sign up for the River Park Blog Yahoo Group just email to 
the moderator at: 
    riverparkblog-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
 
       or go to 
 
   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/riverparkblog/  
       and click on “Join this group!” 
 
  River Park’s other electronic meeting place is the River Park 
List (RP List).  To become a member of RP List, visit 
www.riverparklist.com and follow instructions you’ll find 
there.  Both listserves are free. 

Police Department shake-up brings 
new top cop for River Park area 

 

   Sacramento Police Department Captain Ken Bernard has 
been assigned to head the SPD’s Central Command, replacing 
Captain Dana Matthes who is now the acting Deputy Chief of 
Police working out of headquarters. Matthes’ deputy, Lt. 
Mike Bray, has also been reassigned to police headquarters.   
   Lt. Bray’s replacement will be Lieutenant Bill Cham-
pion. Bray is a very talented police manager who most re-
cently has been assigned to the gang unit and is responsible 
for implementing the “Gang Ceasefire” in the Sacramento.   
   Captain Bernard has been a police officer for over 20 years. 
His most recent assignment was as the Chief of Staff to Police 
Chief Rick Braziel. Bernard has experience in Community 
Policing, narcotics, gangs, Internal Affairs, and homicide as 
well as patrol. Ken Bernard says he is thrilled beyond belief to 
have been assigned to the Central Command and looks for-
ward to working with all residents and community groups in 
River Park, East Sac, Midtown and Downtown. 
   Captain Bernard says he will send out periodic emails with 
pertinent community and crime information. He urges every-
one not to hesitate to contact him at 808-4511. Bernard also 
says he plans to visit neighborhood organizations, including 
meetings of the River Park Neighborhood Association board 
of directors, as soon as possible. 

   In mid-September an adorable gray male kitty showed up at the 
apartments at 5481 Carlson Drive.  If anyone reading this has lost a 
kitty, please call Evelynne at 388-4841. There's a unique detail 
about him that you’ll have to identify to prove he's yours.  If no 
owner comes forward, the kitty will need a home, unless one of 
the kitty caretakers in the apartment takes him in for keeps. 
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In Brief:   
• Nearly 200 photos on 40 posters chart the course of the 

Holocaust in "The Courage to Remember," a free exhibit 
at Sacramento State's Anthropology Museum in Mendo-
cino Hall. The exhibit is on loan from the Simon Wiesen-
thal Center's Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles and 
runs through November 4th. Gallery hours are 10 a.m.-   
5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday. 

• On July 13, 2011, everyone's favorite face 
painter, Louanne Meekins (LuLu), suddenly 
passed away due to a brain aneurysm. 
Louanne had delighted children at many 
River Park events  

 
• River Park resident Mark Butterworth has self-published 

a novel titled A Man with Three Great German Shep-
herds . . . and 1000 Troy Ounces of Gold.  It’s the story 
of a retired Navy man with three, beautifully trained Ger-
man Shepherds who flees from Sacramento to Idaho with 
the IRS after him for his gold. You can find this book at 
www.amazon.com for $9.99 paperback or $0.99 for 
the Kindle version and check out the great reviews it’s 
getting.  

                  
    Places to go (on the web) and people to call 
                         
           Call the city anytime about anything    3-1-1 
 
      Sacramento Police emergency   9-1-1  or  264-5151 
            Sacramento Police non-emergency    264-5471 
                Power’s out?  Call SMUD     1-888-456-7683 
                Fire!  Call  9-1-1  or  264-5031 
                Mayor Kevin Johnson   808-5300 
 
                  City Councilman Steve Cohn   
     scohn@cityofsacramento.org or call 808-7003 
 
            County Supervisor Susan Peters     874-5471   
 
                  City Animal Control     808-7387 
 
                             What’s the weather?  
                 www.wrh.noaa.gov/Sacramento 
 
  City of Sacramento Neighborhood Services Department: 
         http://www.cityofsacramento.org:80/ns/ 

2011 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 
 
 
 
RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Andrea Schroeder at 454-4200 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Steve Harriman               RPNA President   208-5329      president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Andrea Schroeder                            RPNA Membership   454-4200                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Jeff Harris                                         Night Patrol Coordinator                           455-0996                   cadence@surewest.net 
   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
   Janet Mason               Newsletter Advertising Manager  736-1132    ibd@surewest.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is pub-
lished by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars to the first 
person who finds a typo.  ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Biz Card: $50; Biz Card-Plus: $75; Half-page $150; Insert: $205. 


