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RPNA is accepting nominations
for at least five of the 11 posi-

tions on the Board of  Directors for 2007-
08.  Nominees must be willing to serve
for two years, be a member in good
standing of RPNA, and live in River Park.

Among the vacancies is that of mem-
bership chair. The current position will
be vacated
by Alanna
Butterworth,
who has
done a huge amount for the organi-
zation during her stint.

Nominations can be mailed to:  RPNA,
P.O. Box 19866, Sacramento,  95819, or e-
mail alannab@surewest.net.  All nomina-
tions must include the nominee’s full
name, address, phone number and e-mail
address. Nominees will receive a phone
call to verify their interest. Additional in-
formation for a “Meet the Candidates”
article is scheduled to be published in
the October River Park Review.

Nominations will be accepted
through Friday, Sept. 21. The election
will be held in November.

UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS

River Park is —  somewhat
reluctantly —  going green.

After a lively discussion
at the rare board meeting
that drew an audience, the
RPNA Board voted 9 to 1
on Aug. 16 to endorse the city of
Sacramento’s Voluntary Containerized
Yard Waste Collection Program. Joining
other communities such as Carmichael,

Natomas and the Pocket, River Park will
start its optional green waste collection

after “opt-out” letters go
out to residents.

 There was both
vigorous support and

emphatic opposition to them
at the meeting. The chief complaints
concerned the logistics of collecting

Portable green containers, left, will
soon be an option in River Park.
Rubberized sidewalks will likely be
installed on a trial basis.

Community meetings slated for Sacramento’s general plan
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SEPT. 15
American River Cleanup
O     Paradise Beach
9 a.m. to noon. Contact Jeff Harris,
cadence@surewest.net.

As you may have noticed, the city
of Sacramento is growing.  By

2030, it’s estimated that Sacramento’s
population will increase by 200,000.  How
is the city going to address the trans-
portation, housing, lifestyle and safety
needs of the community? The answer to

that question is: by listening to you, the
 residents.

Sacramento City Neighborhood Re-
sources Coordinator Janine Martindale
addressed the  RPNA Board at its Au-
gust meeting, noting the need for public
input for the preparation of the city’s

updated general plan. Martindale passed
out two fliers announcing the locations
of upcoming workshops and open
houses on the general plan.  Alan Porter
with the city’s long-range planning divi-
sion described the general plan as the

SEPT. 21
Board filing deadline
O     At least  5 positions open
(See story above.)

Courtesy photos

OCT. 6
Picnic in the Park
O     Glen Hall Park
4 to 7 p.m. FREE

e-mail: alannab@surewest.net

Nominees sought
for RPNA Board

See GREEN, Page 3

See PLAN, Page 7

Container waste option OK’d; rubber sidewalks next?

� RIVER DAY: Page  6

PICPDON’T MISS PICNIC IN THE PARK OCT. 6!N

SEPT. 20
RPNA meetings
O Block Captains/Board
Fremont Church
6:30 and 7:30 p.m.
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OFFICERS & BOARD

Matt Mitchell
President

mattm522@surewest.net
•

Dave O’Toole
Vice President

davotoole@yahoo.com
•

 Barbara Debert
Treasurer

rpresident@comcast.net
•

 Mike Montgomery
Secretary

RMM1@surewest.net
•

 Alanna Butterworth
Membership

alannab@surewest.net
•

Frank Cirill
Director-at-Large

•
 Jeff Harris

Director-at-Large
cadence@surewest.net

•
Emily Kapic

Director-at-Large
ekapic@bizjournals.com

•
 Leann Eagles-Smith

Director-at-Large
webmaster@riverparksacramento.net

•
Steve Soto

Director-at-Large
ssoto1957@aol.com

•

Bylaws of the River
Park Neighborhood
Association
Sacramento, Calif.,
Amended on May 5,
2003

Article I:  Name

The name of this association shall be River Park
Neighborhood Association (hereinafter “RPNA”).

Article II:  Purpose

Section 1:  The purpose of the RPNA shall be to:

a) Enhance the livability of the River Park area
by establishing and maintain an open line of
communication with, and acting as liaison
between, the neighborhood, government
agencies, and other neighborhoods and
associations.

b) Provide an open process by which all
members of the neighborhood may involve
themselves in the affairs of the neighborhood.

c) Operate a neighborhood association under
Section 23701(f) of the California Revenue and
Taxation Code and organize for such a nonprofit
purpose.

d) Recognize that the property of this
association is irrevocably dedicated to social
welfare purposes and no part of the net income
or assets of this association shall ever inure to
the benefit of any Board member (including
officer thereof) or association member or to the
benefit of any private person.

Article III:  Membership

Section 1: Membership in RPNA shall be open
to all residents, property owners, governmental
agencies, business licensees, and nonprofit
organizations located within the boundaries of
RPNA as hereinafter defined by these bylaws.

Section 2: Regular members shall be all dues-
paying residents and/or property owners within
the boundaries of the RPNA. Where a resident of
a property and the property owner for that same
property both pay dues, both the resident and the
property owner shall be considered individual
members.

Section 3:  Associate members shall be all
dues-paying governmental agencies, business
licensees, and nonprofit organizations located
within the boundaries of RPNA.

Section 4:  The annual dues for regular and
associate members shall be established by the
Board of Directors from time to time.

Article IV:  Election of Board of Directors

Section 1:  The Board of Directors of the
Association shall consist of 11 Board members.
These Board members shall perform the duties
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prescribed in Article VI of these bylaws.

Section 2:   The term of office for each member
of the Board shall be two years and the terms of
members of the Board shall be staggered as
provided in section 3 of this article.

Section 3:   Only persons who are RPNA
members in good standing and reside in River
Park shall be qualified to hold an elected or
appointed office.  Call for nominations shall be
published in the RPNA newsletter no later than
September of each year.  In addition, a three-
person nominating committee (including at least
one person who is not currently serving on the
Board) shall be selected to seek nominations
from the membership. Following nominations, an
election to fill the positions of five Board
members shall be held each year ending in an
odd number (for the two year term beginning on
the following January 1) and an election to fill the
positions of six Board members shall be held
each year ending in an even number (for the two
year term beginning on the following Jan. 1).

Section 4:  All regular and associate members
shall have a single vote to be cast in elections
for the Board.

Section 5:  Members shall be elected to the
Board by ballots made available to all regular
and associate members and the five or six
candidates (depending upon year) receiving the
most votes shall be elected to the Board of
Directors.  In the event of a tie vote, a runoff
election shall be conducted in a manner
determined by the then-sitting Board.

Section 6:  At the first regular meeting held after
January 1 of each year, the Board shall elect
officers from within the Board, consisting of
president, vice president, secretary, and
treasurer.

Section 7:  The Board may fill any vacancy on the
Board or a committee by a majority vote of the
Board. If a Board or committee member is
absent from three consecutive meetings, the
Board, in its discretion, may declare the position
vacated.  The person appointed by the Board to
fill the vacancy shall serve the remainder of the
unexpired term or until a successor is elected or
appointed.

Section 8:  A majority of the Board may submit a
written request at a meeting of the Board for any
Board member’s resignation.  If the Board
member so requested chooses to not resign,
then the Board may remove the Board member
upon a two-thirds vote of the entire Board.

Section 9:  In order to accommodate the
transition to a Board with staggered terms, all 11
Board members shall be elected in the fall of
2007 to fill the Board  member terms beginning
on Jan. 1, 2008.  However, notwithstanding
section 2 above (providing for terms of two
years) from the 11 Board members elected a
drawing shall be held with five drawing one-year
terms and six drawing two-year terms.  This

See BYLAWS, Back Page

The River Park Review is
published by the RPNA,

which is responsible for its
content. It reserves the right to
edit and/or reject submissions.
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RPNA Vice President Dave
O’Toole has sent a letter to the
Sacramento Police Department
concerning crime in River Park.
O’Toole told the RPNA Board that
police say River Park is in line to
receive  a “bait car” aimed at
reducing car theft. O’Toole also
said that based on talks with the

includes a work as a reporter for
Sacramento National Public Radio
affiliate KXJZ.

Decoy cars sought

Sacramento State authorities,
some Sac State security officers
may soon be patrolling in River
Park as well.Editor departs after

smooth 3-year stint Make history
     The Sacramento Archives &
Museum Collection Center will be
copying family albums and photos
of historical significance to be from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sept. 15. at
the Hart Senior Center’s Redwood
East Room at 915 27th St.,
Sacramento.  Call 916-264-7073 for
more details.

GREEN
• Continued from Page 1

trimmings and worry that a “voluntary” program becomes
mandatory over time, something Enrique Hernandez,
spokesman for the program, conceded could happen.
There was also concern over the containerized waste
program not keeping up with River Park’s large amount of
foliage. Some felt the Board overstepped its reach by
taking an active role in endorsing such a plan.

Proponents of the program cited its environmental
merits, its inevitability given its backing in surrounding
communities, its savings and its opt-out (for now) option.

“Right now people have a firm option to opt out of this
program,” noted Board member Leann Eagles-Smith, citing
environmental concerns outweighing her own concerns of
having yet another waste container crowding her home.
“I’d like to be able to at least opt in.”

This program is provided to residents as part of efforts
to meet California mandates to reduce landfill waste by
50% and to keep storm drains clear.

Hernandez noted that if containerization is adopted by
a large number of River Park residents, it is likely that the
mechanical loose-in-the-street —  aka “claw” —  pickups
would switch from Tuesdays to Thursdays for those who
choose not to use the 96-gallon green-waste containers.

Enrollees will still get claw service during peak periods.
Those enrolling in the program will get supplementary
claw pickups for the second week of January for Christmas
trees; the last weeks of February and May for pruning
season; the last week of October for leaf season; and
every other week in November and December for leaf

season. Special pickups will cost $60.
Board member Frank Cirill said the claw is expensive to

operate — according to the city  it is 24% more expensive
than regular truck runs  —  and damages street surfaces.

As with other city refuge receptacles, containers should
be a minimum of 6 feet away from cars, boats and other
stationary objects to avoid risk of private property
damage. Further information about the program is available
by calling 808-5454 or visiting /www.cityofsacramento.org/
utilities/SolidWaste/waste_pages/residential.html.

The Board is also further exploring implementing
rubberized sidewalks on a trial basis in select areas of River
Park. The effort, headed by Board member Jeff Harris, is
designed to replace cracked or uprooted concrete sidewalk
sections, with interlocking rubber panels. Harris has met
with city and state officials seeking a grant for the trial
project, which could be implemented in a neutral location
such as Glen Hall Park.

The rubberized sidewalks have been touted  for their
pliability, for being seamless and not having joints or
cracks, for their adaptability, and for being easier to replace
than concrete, especially over unwieldy tree roots.

A video news report on them is at:
http://video.msn.com/v/us/fv/fv.htm??g=521e0229-

c691-41dc-bc4e-d10807348fbd&f=truveo&fg=email

     Dan Keller (pictured), who has
served as editor of the River Park
Review since 2004, is
stepping down after a
distinguished tenure.
Keller, a longtime
River Park resident, is
being replaced by
Mike Montgomery,
whose journalism background
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Joel Davis

OPINION

“I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole
community and as long as I live, it is my privilege to do
for it whatever I can.  I want to be thoroughly used up
when I die, for the harder I work the more I live.”

 — George Bernard Shaw

“I love River Park,” I joked with my
wife when we finally found our dream
home on Callister Avenue. “If I didn’t
marry you, I’d marry River Park.”

Still feel that way. But just as marriage
and maintaining a house take work, so
does maintaining an evolving neighbor-
hood that seems beloved by just about
anyone who lives here.

Maybe it’s because I grew up in overly pro-active
Davis, where one longtime friend once remarked over all
the civic hand-wringing, “The pettiness is so high
because the stakes are so low.”

True, that. But looking back it also made for a great, if
a bit over-regulated community, one that has been
planned right thanks in large part to rabid civic involve-
ment.

Funny thing about this neighborhood. And maybe
this is the norm in neighborhoods today, but I often see
the reverse of Davis in River Park: For reasons I am still
trying to figure out, altruism often stops at the property
line. Despite considerable prepublicity and free fatty
snacks, board and general meetings are often sparsely
attended at best.

“This neighborhood responds to negative publicity,”
I have often told the RPNA Board. “A mountain lion

scare, new stop signs, flood worries, stuff that impacts
the individual rather than the Greater Good, draws a
crowd.”

With a few exceptions, I have yet to see anything that
proves me wrong. I nevertheless welcomed the rare
crowd that filled the August RPNA Board Meeting, most
of it there to discuss the containerized waste program
affecting ... individual home owners. The plan was
endorsed by the Board and will be an option for River
Park residents.

There was a (mostly) orderly discussion, a frothy
back and forth between audience and Board, what the
great philosopher John Milton called “The Marketplace
of Ideas.” Group/community thinking that led to what I
consider a sensible decision: people having the option

of containerizing their waste to help keep the
neighborhood a bit more environmentally
friendly, something that strikes me as
inevitable anyway (see seat-belts, recycling,
smoking in restaurants, et al). I mean, we
have let the Pocket, Carmichael, and
Natomas (oh my!) beat us to implementing
the containerized waste program, and

reports are people in those communities overwhelmingly
like the program. Nothing against those communities,
but we all know River Park blows their doors off in a lot
of ways.

The point about the August RPNA Board meeting is
... people showed up. I’d like to see more people show
up when we are discussing less sexy but nevertheless
necessary topics as Night Patrol/block captain meetings,
festival staffing, pool and park improvements and overall
neighborhood goodness.

I realize, too, that most folks have a lot on their
proverbial plates. Kids, jobs, Little League, yard mainte-
nance, TV,  commutes, etc., take a lot of time. But
somehow, our Board has had more parents than non-
parents, more full-time workers than part-time. I salute
them.

Walking the talk in River Park

See COMMUNITY, Next Page

Altruism often
stops at the
property line
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COMMUNITY
• Continued from previous page

And while I may not always agree with Board
members or colleagues — in the five or so years I
have known Lee Ruth, for one, we have sniped at
each other more than agreed — yet I respect the heck
out of the guy for all he has done for River Park,
attending all meetings as both member and watchdog,
keeping the Yermol Memorial looking nice, serving as
a block captain, walking the talk. Even if that fountain
looks better as a flower planter, he and wife Therese
are the ones who often keep it up.

We live in a neighborhood where seemingly 5% of
the people do 95% of the altruistic stuff. If that.

I’d like to see that change. Even a 1 % uptick
would warm my heart. I am reluctantly running for re-
election to the RPNA Board of Directors for the simple
reason that once again, we may not have enough
candidates to fill the required slots. I would love
nothing more than to be beat like a drum and retire to
the parlor to see how much trouble I can make
elsewhere.

Some recommended reading on the topic: Robert
Putnam’s  “Bowling Alone : The Collapse and Revival
of American Community.” In it, Putnam writes about

how modern society has led to community estrange-
ment:

“Television, two-career families, suburban sprawl,
generational changes in values--these and other
changes in American society have meant that fewer
and fewer of us find that the League of Women
Voters, or the United Way, or the Shriners, or the
monthly bridge club, or even a Sunday picnic with
friends fits the way we have come to live. Our
growing social-capital deficit threatens educational
performance, safe neighborhoods, equitable tax
collection, democratic responsiveness, everyday
honesty, and even our health and happiness.”

 I’d write more, but it’s time to go bowling with my
league team, Circling the Drain. We stink. I love it.

—  Joel Davis is a Sacramento writer, an RPNA
Board member, and a crappy bowler. Reach him
through www.justicewaits.com. His opinions do not
necessarily represent the RPNA Board.
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American River Cleanup Day set for Sept. 15

Sultry sounds at free picnic

Beth Duncan, pictured, returns with her jazz trio at the
third annual RPNA Picnic in the Park. The event is

from 4 to 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 6, in the north or children’s
play area of Glen Hall Park. The event will feature area
vendors, a bounce house, a raffle, treats for sale and at
least one River Park business, Javalicious. Further
information is at 736-2029.

The annual Great American River Clean-Up is from 9
a.m. to noon on Saturday, Sept. 15, at Paradise

Beach, behind Glen Hall Park. The volunteer effort is part of
17 similar efforts in the area to clean up the American River.
You can register online at http://arpf.org/cleanup.htm, where
participants under 18 can find a required consent form.

RPNA Board member extraordinaire Jeff Harris is the
point man for River Park on the event. Reach him at:
cadence@surewest.net

Participants should wear long pants and shirts, and
closed-toe shoes, along with sunscreen, insect repellant
and a hat. Bring water. Organizers also recommend the
following:

• Supervise children closely.
• Be aware of unsteady footing, especially near the

water’s edge.
• Follow the rules of the bike trail and watch out for other

users of the Parkway.
• If you see an active campsite, do not enter it or attempt

to remove the occupant’s belongings.
• For your safety, do not confront persons engaging in

any unlawful activity; instead, report
your concern to the Rangers
Dispatch at 875-6672.

• Do not attempt to remove
anything that may cause injury or
presents a biohazard (i.e.: needle);
report it immediately to the Rangers for safe removal.

• Learn to identify and avoid poison oak.
• Never attempt to handle or approach snakes or other

wildlife.
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city’s highest document for planning.  Porter displayed a poster
that described the general plan process.  He said the general
plan is supposed to be updated every five years.  The most
recent plan was adopted in 1988.  Porter said the population of
the city is expected to grow 40% by 2030.  Longtime RPNA
Board member Frank Cirill suggested that an urban forest be
planted on the 177 acres of Sutter’s Landing, the site of the
city’s former garbage dump.

Since 2004, the city of Sacramento has been diligently work-
ing on the 2030 General Plan, a 20-year plan to address the
needs of all Sacramento residents.  Sacramentans are invited
to make Sacramento the most livable city in America.  The city
is hosting four open houses for city residents so it can listen
to your thoughts and opinions regarding the General Plan
2030.  The following is the last set of community meetings
before the community convention in November. If you want
your opinion heard before the General Plan goes to the City
Council for adoption, please come to one of these meetings.

They are scheduled as follows:

•  Wednesday, Sept. 26, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Library Galleria, 828 I St.
• Wednesday, Oct. 3, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Natomas High School, 3301 Fong Ranch Road
• Thursday Oct. 4, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Pannell Community Center, 2450 Meadowview Road
• Monday, Oct. 8, 6 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Christian Brothers High School, 4315 Martin Luther

       King Jr. Blvd.

If you can’t make it at the start time, please feel free to
arrive any time within the three hour period.  Invite your
friends, family members and neighbors.

Contact Janine Martindale, Neighborhood Resources
Coordinator with the Neighborhood Services Department
at 916-808-8193 or at jmartindale@cityofsacramento.org
for more information.

A
 passerby, right, notices the difference in the
vacant lot on Carlson Drive, a privately owned

parcel that the city of Sacramento trimmed back
and cleaned up after RPNA Board member Alanna
Butterworth alerted Councilman Steve Cohn’s

A lot of change for the better

PLAN

• Continued from Page 1

office. The lot was cleaned up after residents
expressed concern that the dry grass posed a
fire hazard prior to the River Park
Independence Day festivities. A similar fire-
hazard was cleaned up on Carlson’s so-called
Unocal lot.
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BYLAWS

• Continued from Page 2

2005 and may be removed from these bylaws without need to vote
for a bylaw amendment.

Article VI:  Duties and Responsibilities of Board of
Directors

Section 1:  The affairs of RPNA shall be managed by the Board.
The board shall be accountable to the membership, shall seek the
views of those affected by proposed policies before adopting a
recommendation on behalf of RPNA, and shall strictly comply with
these bylaws.

Section 2:  The responsibilities of the officers of the Board of
Directors are as follows:

a) The President shall prepare the agenda and preside at all
meetings of the Board and membership. The President shall
appoint Board members to chair standing and ad hoc committee,
and to fill the membership of each committee, all with a majority
approval of the Board.

b) The Vice President shall assist the President and in the
president’s absence shall preside at all meetings of the Board and
the Membership.

c) The Secretary shall keep minutes and written records of
majority and minority opinions expressed at all meetings and shall
be responsible for all correspondence of RPNA. The Secretary
shall make records of RPNA available for inspection for any
proper purpose at all reasonable times.

d) The Treasurer shall be held accountable for all funds and shall
give an accounting at each Board meeting and general meeting.
The Treasurer shall receive, keep safe, and disburse RPNA funds.
All disbursements over the amount of $300 shall require
the signature of the President.

Section 3:  The Board shall communicate all actions or
recommendations of the general or special meetings to all affected
parties.  This communication shall include minority reports.  The
Board shall also communicate to the membership the regular
meeting schedule of the Board.

Article VII:  Committees of the Board of Directors

Section 1:  Standing committees shall be as follows:

a)  The Public Relations Committee is responsible for publishing
the RPNA newsletter, which is distributed to all RPNA members no
less than four times per year.  This committee shall notify the
membership of meetings, elections (in conjunction with  the
nominating committee), and events and shall be responsible for all
media contacts.

b) The Neighborhood Watch Committee shall collect and log any
data received from block captains pertaining to any incidents of
crime, shall recruit as well as train block captains on the
procedure for collecting such data, and shall provide monthly
reports to the Board and other reports as requested. This
committee shall monitor, manage, and direct the citizens’ patrol

program and act as liaison to law enforcement and shall coordinate
and preside over quarterly block captain meetings.

c) The Government Liaison Committee shall monitor all government
plans and decisions and keep the Board apprised of any plans or
decision that may affect residences, businesses, or private property
within the RPNA boundaries.

d) The Membership and Elections Committee shall organize and
conduct orderly and informed elections of the Board and shall maintain
and update the membership and mailing lists.

e) The Neighborhood Improvement Committee shall work toward the
maintaining and enhancement of the livability and value of the River
Park neighborhood and its properties, including aesthetic and
environmental quality.

Section 2:  The President may create such ad hoc committees as are
required from time to time, including the Nominating Committee.

Section 3:  Members of the Board and members of RPNA shall serve
as chairpersons of committees, and when doing so shall inform the
Board and membership of all activities of their respective committees.

Section 4:  The chair of each standing committee shall call for
members for that committee from among the membership in addition to
the members appointed by the President.

Article VIII:  Authority of the Board of Directors

Section 1:  Expenditures of any funds over $300 from the accounts of
RPNA shall have Board approval.

Section 2:  The Board has the authority to act on behalf of RPNA.

Section 3:  The Board may not expend any funds for the purpose of
employing any Board member to perform the duties related to the
function of RPNA.  Any participation on the Board or committees shall
be voluntary except for professional legal services or accounting
services that may be necessary to uphold the purposes of RPNA as
outlined in these bylaws.

Section 4:  The Board shall act as liaison on behalf of RPNA on all
issues described in Article II.  However, the Board, as a whole or
individual members thereof, shall not endorse or oppose any person or
ballot measure or otherwise participate in any political campaign on
behalf of RPNA.

Article IX:  Amendment of Bylaws or Change of
Formation

Section 1:  These bylaws may be amended at any Board
meeting by a majority vote, provided that the
amendment has been submitted in writing at the
previous general meeting.

Section 2:  Upon dissolution or winding down of the
association its assets remaining after payment, or
provision of payment, of all debts and liabilities of
the RPNA shall be distributed to a nonprofit fund,
foundation, or corporation which is organized and
operated exclusively for social welfare purposes and
which has established its tax exempt status under
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Article X:  Boundaries of RPNA

Section 1:  The Boundaries of RPNA shall be as
follows:  Beginning at the American River Parkway
junction with the Capital City Freeway (Business 80),
then east along the Parkway to the H Street Bridge,
then west on H Street to the Union Pacific Railroad
tracks, then along the Union Pacific tracks to the
Capital City Freeway (Business 80).

 RPNA relies on its calendar-year memberships. Become a
member by sending  $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866,
Sacramento, CA 95819. Make check payable to RPNA. If you
would like to check or renew your membership, call Alanna
Butterworth at 457-6445 or e-mail alannab@surewest.net

RPNA Memberships


