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Monthly RPNA Meetings 
Third Thursdays

NEXT: Thursday, July 18
Caleb Greenwood Cafeteria
Block captains meet at  
7:00 p.m. 

RPNA Board meets at 
7:30 p.m.

All residents are welcome.

(continued on pg. 5)

Upcoming Events

(continued on pg. 3)

Glenn Hall Park
Workday
Saturday, August 17th
9:00 a.m. - Noon 
Bring HAT & gloves.
Tools and refreshments 
will be provided. 
Contact: Jeff Harris: 455-0996
cadence@surewest.net

Rebuild McKinley
Everyday about 100 kids hang on 
the temporary security fence and 
longingly inquire, “when does the 
playground open?” You can’t blame 
them–the structure that is visible 
is big, beautiful, intriguing and 
tempting!
From 
June 3rd 
through 
June 
9th the 
McKinley 
playground 
was rebuilt 
with the 
volunteer 
labor of 
nearly 
2000 
neighbors. 
We worked 12-16 hour days, drove 
countless thousands of screws, 
poured concrete, moved gravel,cut 

by Jeff HarrisPark Patriots…
4th of July Festival!

Caleb Greenwood
Attention parents of incoming 
Kinders! Join Principal Amy 
Whitten for the  
Caleb Kindergarten Back 
to School Breakfast on 
Aug. 24th from 8-10 a.m., and 
the Kindergarten Back to 
School Ice Cream Social at 
6:00- 7:30 p.m. on Aug 29th.

Another 
successful July 
4th in River 
Park!!!  In addition 
to a nearly record 
setting 109°, we 
also had humidity 
north of 60% 

and got a light midmorning drizzle as 
well. Despite the heat we had a very 
large turnout, and everyone had a 
great time. Ron Herman (with help 
from Bobby Silva) started the River 
Park Parade in 1995. This makes 
our event one of the longest-running 
neighborhood parades in the city. 
Over the last 18 years the parade has 
gained participation annually, and the 
festival has grown to a substantial 
family event. We’ve got a fresh crop  
of youngsters in the neighborhood!
Special thanks to everyone who 

by Phil Pluckebaum

Sutter’s Landing Park
Town Hall meeting 
moderated by 
Councilmember Steve 
Cohn will be scheduled 
in August to discuss 
possible uses for this park.
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MORE THAN 
JUST A POOL ,            
COMMUNITY 

         

Swim Lessons • Lap Swim 
Water Exercise • Recreation Swim 

Sac Central Y • 2021 W St, Sacramento CA 95818 

Summer Aquatics 
Glenn Hall Park Pool 
YMCA OF SUPERIOR CALIFONIA 
 

Water Exercise  
Change your fitness routine this summer and join the Y for water exercise!  Water 
Aerobics is a fitness workout that incorporates lots of fun into a full body work-
out. Classes are taught in shallow water by an instructor that will help you im-
prove your agility, flexibility and cardiovascular endurance. No swimming   abil-
ity is required. 
 
Dates: June 17 thru August 25; Water Exercise will be held the following days 
and times: 
 

Monday - Thursday 12:00 - 1:00pm and 5:30 – 6:30pm     

Saturday   11:00am - 12:00pm 

     
Price  
Adults (18+)  $5 per visit YMCA Members  $3 per visit 

Punch Pass $75 for 25 visits YMCA Members $40 for 25 visits 

Summer Pass  $150 for unlimited visits YMCA Members $75 for unlimited visits 
 

Lap Swim  
Enjoy the sun and beautiful weather this summer by taking your workout outside. Lap swim is a great way to 
stay fit and keep cool. Our facility features complimentary kickboards and buoys. 
 

Dates: June 17 thru August 25in eight lanes will be held at the following times:  
 
Monday  - Thursday   6:00 – 8:00am ,  11:00am – 1:00pm  and  5:00 – 7:00pm  Saturday   7:00 – 9:00aM 

Price  

Adults (18+)  $5 per visit  YMCA Members  $3 per visit 

Punch Pass $75 for 25 visits  YMCA Members  $40 for 25 visits 

Summer Pass   $150 for unlimited visits  YMCA Members  $75 for unlimited visits    

Youth Aquatic Programs                                              
Already know how to swim? There are plenty of ways to enjoy the water at the Y.  
 

Swim Team  
Age: 7 and above:  Join the team, and join your neighborhood in a seasonal recreational swim league. Practice 
begin June 17 and are held 6:00-7:00pm Monday through Thursday.  Price $89 for all summer. 
 

Synchronized Swimming Camp (coached by Sac Synchro) 
Ability to swim 25 yards and comfortable in deep water. Learn the about the grace, style, and abil-
ity of synchronized swimming at one or all of our synchro camps. $125 per session. Sessions                                                         
Mon-Thurs : 9:00am-12:00pm, June 24-27, July 8-11, July 15-18, July 22-25. 
 

Junior Lifeguard Camp 
Age: 13-16 years: Learn the skills necessary to be an aquatic leader. Must be able to swim 100 yards, and 
to bottom of 8ft. Meets Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00am -12:00pm. Price $230 - session July 8-20.  
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Pool Update…JUMP IN! The Water’s Just FINE! 

Rec Swim Hours thru Aug 25th!: M-F, Sun 1-5 p.m. & Sat noon-6 p.m.
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Rebuild McKinley

All photos courtesy of Steve Harriman

and shaped units of Trex and structural plastic, 
dined together, and went home tired but happy. 
Friendships have been forged, and spirits 
uplifted; this was joyous work. The tools were 
loaned, much of the material was donated 
by local businesses and the result is a true 
community built amenity that will serve our 
children for many years. 
Professionals from Ithaca, New York,designed 
the playground but there was plenty of 
improvisation in the field. Check out the 

meandering seat wall with its intricate tile 
and stone mosaic, and enjoy the Riverboat, 
Trolley and Train themes. This is an accessible 
playground, meaning that kids of all abilities will 
find fun challenges here. There are rings high 
and low for those on feet or in a chair, a rock 
climbing wall and boulder, intricate structures to 
climb around and explore, and sculptures that 
will delight everyone. And coming in August, a 

special piece of equipment called a “Quad Pod 
Spinner” that will rival a Disneyland ride.

What about security?  
We’ve installed cameras, and will have extra 
lighting as well. Coming soon will be an ADA 
accessible bathroom. This is a very big project, 
valued at nearly $1.4 million overall, but the City 
paid only about $320,000. The rest came from in 
kind donations and sweat equity, as well as the 
insurance settlement from last year’s fire. This is  
a great deal for the City of Sacramento!
Considering the size and complexity, it is no wonder 
that we didn’t finish the project in one week. The 
projected opening date is in late July, and will be 
determined by the availability of the subcontractor 
who is installing the rubber surfacing, which is 
a laborious two-week process that requires a 
professional installer. The opening celebration 
day will be advertised in the media. A little more 
patience, and then many years of fun ahead! n

(continued from pg. 1)

Jeff Harris and Phil Pluckebaum

Join River Park Computer Networks Now!
The best way to stay informed and up to date about what’s happening in River Park is by using the neighborhood computer “listservs” and websites.  Lost a dog? 

See something suspicious? Got something to sell? These interactive computer networks are already used by hundreds of River Park residents.

River Park Blog Yahoo Group–just send an email to the moderator at: 
riverparkblog-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  – or at – http://groups.yahoo.com/group/riverparkblog/ then, “Join this group!”

RP Listserv–send an email to: admin@riverparklist.com, the administrator will then allow you access. 
River Park is also listed on nextdoor.com and Facebook.com

The RPNA board has determined that instructions on how to join the two River Park computer networks be printed in each issue of the River Park Review.
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The River Park Review is published by the RPNA,  
which is responsible for its content. RPNA reserves  
the right to edit and/or reject submissions.

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE
 Business Card: $50  2” h x 3.5” w
 Quarter Page: $75  5” h x 3.75 w 
 Half Page: $150  5” h x 7.5” w
 Insert:  $205  11” h x  8.5” w
 Insert:  $255  non standard size 

For advertising, contact Janet Mason at 736-1132 
or ibd@surewest.net, for article submissions, contact Jeff 
Harris at 455-0996 or cadence@surewest.net or Todd 
Damiano at 402-4641 or todddamiano@surewest.net

Meet your Neighbors:  
Gymnast Ryley Trumble
If you happen to be in Louisville, Kentucky on July 27th, 
head over to the US Acrobatic Gymnastic championships 
to watch some amazing routines. Why? Because 
River Park’s own Ryley Trumble will be among the 
competitors.
Ryley is eight years old, and has 
completed the second grade at 
Caleb Greenwood Elementary. 
She lives on Teichert Ave. with 
her mom Sabina (a River Park 
native and also a nationally 
competitive gymnast and 
coach). Ryley is a somewhat 
shy and focused girl (with a 
hint of mischief in her eye), 
and seemingly made of iron. 
While I interviewed her she 
did a one-handed handstand, 
as well as any number of 
moves that require incredible 
balance, strength and poise. 
She has already competed 
and placed well in State and 
Regional events. Now she is 
off to Kentucky for the national 
competition. 
Acrobatic gymnastics combines 
the beauty of dance with the strength and agility of 
acrobatics. Routines are choreographed to music and 
consist of dance, tumbling, and partner skills. Ryley is 
on a team of three girls (her teammates Payton and 
Cassidy are from the Placerville area), and since she is 
the youngest and lightest, she takes the top position in 

the routine and does the aerials as 
the other girls propel her skywards. 
I asked if she gets nervous (no) or 
if she has ever been dropped (no 
again). She explained that there 
are three rules in this sport: 1. Have 
fun. 2. Try your best. 3. Smile. Great 
rules–they apply to everything in life!
Ryley works out with her teammates 
an average of six hours a week. 

Choreographed by their coaches, their routine consists 
of dance figures and floor exercises like cartwheels, 
handsprings, splits and remarkable assemblages of 
the teammates as Ryley ascends to the top of the triad 
to perform a perfect pike to handstand. It is a lot of fun 
to watch, and the precision of the performance clearly 
shows the dedication and hard work of these three 
young athletes. 
They say that there is talent on every street corner, and 
as I meet more people in River Park I am amazed at the 
talent in our neighborhood. Ryley is a great example. We 
wish her the best of luck at the nationals!! n

by Jeff Harris

1 Glass of wine for each
Entrée ordered!

www.mammasusannas.com

916-452-7465
5487 Carlson Drive • Sacramento, CA 95819

Mamma Susanna’s 
Ristorante Italiano

Expires 7/31/2013
  

Cannot be used with any other
offers, coupons or discounts.
Please present coupon upon ordering.
Wine is house red or white wine.

FREE!
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Laminate, Carpet, Hardwood, LVT and Vinyl
We’ve Got It All!

“We’re off the beaten path, but worth the search!”

M-F 9 am - 4pm
Sat 10 am - 2 pmFamily Owned Since 1974!

10265 Old Placerville Road, #14 Sacramento, CA 95827

(916) 366-1672 or (916) 870-0270

Old Placerville Road

Ro
uti

er 
Ro

ad

Ma
the

r F
iel

d R
d

Sy
ste

ms
 Pk

wy

HWY 50

RalphOpferFloors.com

FREEEstimates
Financing
Available

participated, including 
the many volunteers, the 
parents and kids 
who marched in 
the parade, the 
River Park Mothers 

Club who brought ice cream and the 
bounce house, Brenda Waters and Arts 
in River Park for organizing the craft fair 
and games, the River Park Neighborhood 
Association Board of Directors for 
fundraising and organizing, Councilmember Steve 
Cohn for helping to sponsor the 
event, the Buffalo Chips Running 
Club for organizing the fun-run, 
the Wienery and  Jamba Juice 
for feeding us, Mad Science for 
bringing out the goo, the classic 
car owners for keeping it classy, 
Sidewinder Sound and Lights for 
bringing the tallest speaker stack 
we’ve ever seen, and Supervisor 

Phil Serna and his band 
Unsupervised who brought 

AWESOME 
music and good 
vibrations. Special 
thanks to Mark 
Ross and Ami 
Diller who provided power for the bounce 
house when not one, but two generators 
failed! The kids who got special mentions 
in the parade were: Eva Quillici, Samuel 

Ponder, Marianna Montano, Kylie Colson, Demitri 
Topete, Kate and 
Leah Judy, and 
Sidney, Quinn and 
Avery Gordon. They 
all received a ribbon 
for great costumes 
and/or wagon-bike 
decorations.  

See you next year!! n 

All photos courtesy of Steve Harriman: www.pbase.com/steve1h/rp070413

July 4th Festival (continued from pg. 1)
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by Todd Damiano

What makes River Park such a great neighborhood?  
Is it the small town feeling you get when you attend 
a local event and find friends and neighbors there? 
Perhaps it’s the location, and layout which keeps out 
drivers who are on their way to another destination. 
Or maybe it’s the blend of young and old and being 
a part of a community where neighbors look out for 
one another. Whatever the reason, we’re all here 
because this is where we choose to be. The order of 
the list may vary a bit from person to person, but we 
all know River Park has a lot to offer.
Each year there are countless community events to 
keep residents busy; the 
4th of July festivities at 
the park, kids’ sporting 
events, Pops in The 
Park, the Holiday Lights 
contest, school fund 
raisers, and countless 
other clubs and activities. 
All of these require 
volunteers; without 
them, these events won’t 
happen. However there’s 
a common sentiment 
among those who take 
it upon themselves to 
organize these events, 
“how do we get more people to help out ?” More 
often than not, it’s the same familiar faces who 
volunteer. It’s probably been this way for a long time, 
but it shouldn’t have to be this way. 
River Park is an active community, and one that 
rises up when challenged, so it is surprising how few 
residents actually get involved with neighborhood 
events. River Park has a population of roughly 3600 
people, yet RPNA general meetings attract no more 
than 35 people. The clean up at Glenn Hall Park, 
held 6 times a year, regularly consists of 12-15 
residents. At the last two clean ups, volunteers from 
outside the neighborhood outnumbered RP residents 
two to one. Annual RPNA elections struggle to draw 
enough candidates to fill vacant seats. And then 
there’s this year’s 4th of July Celebration. A request 
for volunteers was posted on the 3 RP websites a 
week prior to the event, and I received responses 
from a total of 4 River Park residents. Had the crew 
of volunteers from West Campus High School, the 
same crew who assisted with the last Glenn Hall 
Park clean up,  not rescued us, I can’t help but 
wonder if there would’ve been much celebrating.
So where are the residents who care enough about 
the neighborhood to ensure we maintain the quality 
of our neighborhood ?

Volunteerism in River Park
The economy has certainly taken it’s toll, leaving 
more than a few of us struggling with limited time and 
resources. It’s safe to say a fair number of residents 
would step up if they were in a position to do so, 
but that only accounts for a small percentage of RP 
residents. With city & school budgets in the red, the 
need for residents to get involved is greater than ever. 
Guessing why so few choose to help out would be 
a pointless and unproductive exercise, I’d prefer to 
focus on solutions.  
The word “volunteering” implies one must 
singlehandedly complete a task that nobody else 

cares to do, and that 
couldn’t be more inaccurate. 
Sure, there are tasks that 
require some heavy lifting, 
but there other ways to 
help maintain River Park. 
RPNA holds it’s meetings 
in the cafeteria at Caleb 
Greenwood on the third 
Thursday of each month. 
This is an opportunity 
for residents to become 
informed about River Park 
related issues, and provide 
input on what they feel 
needs attention. There is 

a General Meeting in spring and fall where residents 
can get answers on issues from city representatives 
and law enforcement. Strength in numbers can 
yield remarkable results, and there’s no better way 
to demonstrate our passion for our community than 
showing up in force to the general meetings. If 
writing is your thing, feel free to contribute an article 
to the River Park Review. There’s also the Garden 
Club which maintains the RP entrance plantings, 
or perhaps consider coaching a soccer or baseball 
team. You can make the neighborhood a better place 
by joining in and helping out. 
Last fall Principal Amy Whitten mentioned a need 
for a crossing guard at the school, so I jumped in, 
along with Tom Fitzpatrick and Jim Warner filling in 
when needed. I can honestly say, there is no better 
way to start the day. The parents are grateful for the 
help, and the kids are a joy to be around. I don’t have 
to ask Tom if he’s having fun, the smile on his face 
says it all. If you’re a River Park resident with even 
a little spare time to help out, I encourage you to get 
involved.  Help make this the neighborhood we all 
want it to be. And if being a crossing guard sounds 
like fun, try it out. This fall one will be needed in the 
afternoon when school lets out. The morning shift is 
already taken and won’t be available anytime soon. n
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Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
DRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!

Before moving to River Park, I came here from 
the Bay Area to visit my brother and his family. I 
won’t forget the first few times I went through the 
H Street & Carlson Avenue area. Passing through 
that intersection, I found myself cringing, all the 
while fully aware of the fact that I was crossing two 
streets with only one traffic signal. “Am I breaking 
the law or putting myself, or others, in serious 
danger ? What happens if the signal turns yellow 
just as I enter the intersection? Do I go all the way 
through or stop in the middle?” I guarantee you 
those thoughts have passed through the minds of 
countless motorists. The perplexing configuration 
with some limited visibility, a confusing array 
of crosswalks, car drivers on cells phones, 
occasionally inattentive college kids, is a recipe 
for disaster. How is it that such a heavily traveled 
corridor could be so poorly designed? 
The intersections at both H & J Streets on Carlson 
Avenue were constructed back in the early 1950’s. 
Back then River Park was a newly constructed 
community with it’s own gas station, post office 
and grocery store. The neighborhood was off the 
beaten path and residents enjoyed the peaceful 
surroundings. The newly opened Sacramento 

Traffic Update…H & J Intersection

State University had a student body of roughly 5000. 
Vacant were the corner lots where The Fremont 
Presbyterian and The 7th Day Adventist churches 
presently stand. 
Fast forward to the 21st century. Sac State now has 
a student body of 30,000, most of whom commute 
by car. The H & J Street corridor serves tens of 
thousands of motorists 
each day. Navigating 
through that sea of traffic 
(often traveling at 45 MPH 
or more), pedestrians 
and bicyclists are left with 
very little room for error. 
Fatalities can be the tragic 
result of even the slightest 
human error. Sadly 3 
people have died on this 
short stretch of road in the 
past 5 years.
In the wake of the last 
fatality, on April 3rd, the 
Sacramento Department 
Of Transportation hired a 
traffic consultant to study the intersections at H & J 

by Todd Damiano
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Garden Club News
Impatiens Blight Infecting the  

Beloved Annual East of the Mississippi
Impatiens Walleriana, the common bedding annual most 
of us are familiar with has been blighted across much 
of the East Cost from the mid-Atlantic to Maine.  The 
disease is a mold (Plasmopara obducens) that thrives in 
cool conditions and appears as a white, downy mildew.  
There is no cure for the condition and many of the 
suppliers on the East Coast are no longer offering the 
plants to the public given the extent of the disease.  
The mold has been prevalent for some time but has  
been controlled by use of fungicides.  Now, however  
the outbreaks have been recorded in 33 states and have 
reached alarming proportions.  The disease was found 
in California in 2004 but so far no serious problems have 
been noted given our dry conditions. But, because the 
disease may originate with growers many states away, 
it may migrate here and infect gardens in River Park. 
Horticulturalists are recommending alternatives: New 
Guinea Impatiens, Coleus and begonias all love the 
shade or part sun and are not susceptible to the mold.  

Excerpted from the New York Times article April 17, 2013

If interested in the Garden Club, contact:
MaryLou Tucker @ 457-9702

The warm weather brings all of 
us outdoors to enjoy not only our 
yards, but also the American River 
Parkway. The parkway provides a 
variety of recreational amenities 
such as dog walking, running, 

bike riding, swimming and fishing. However, it is also  
important to remember that it is a natural habitat that 
provides shelter for a variety of native wildlife, including 
rattlesnakes, California’s only venomous snake. Visitors 
of the American River Parkway, and nearby residents, 
are likely to come across a rattlesnake at some point 
despite the fact they are generally reclusive.
If you come across a rattlesnake along the parkway, 
back away slowly, and warn others in the vicinity, if 
possible. Rattlers will generally only strike if cornered or 
touched. If unthreatened, the snake will very likely seek a 
safer area. Rattlesnakes, along with gopher snakes, king 
snakes, and racers, benefit us all by help keeping pest 
and rat populations in check. 
If you live near the parkway, be aware of the fact you 
may find rattlers in your yard. Keeping a yard clean and 
clear of low brush or woodpiles will help snake-proof 
your yard, but be aware snakes can also hide under 
decks. Professional pest control services can assist with 
removing these snakes. If you come across a rattlesnake 
in your yard, back away slowly  while keeping watch on 
the snake. Then contact a pest control professional and 

River Park Rattlers by Serge Stanich 

(continued on pg. 11)
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Send a quality close-up digital photo of your  
River Park pet to: ibd@surewest.net

Park Pets
Isis (an African Basenji)  lives 
on Erlewine Circle.  In 2000 
we adopted her  through the 
B.R.A.T. rescue group. She 
was part of a large group 
of abused canines from a 
hoarding group in Modesto. 
Isis had a little over 200 
stitches in her head when 
we got her. She had been 
(as  we were  told), hit with a  
hammer. Having been given  
much love and patience, she  
is now an angel and the joy 
of our lives. She is 15 years old and acts like  a puppy 
most of the time. The first few years were very difficult 
as she was terrified of us. She  hung out in the yard 
and  garage but would not come into the house. Finally,  

she came creeping through 
the  doggie door to explore and 
slowly learned that it was safe.  
It took a long, patient effort on  
our part to insure her that no 
one would ever hurt her again. 
Her Slaves,
Skip & Marlene 
Gowen

RPNA Membership Update

Thank you to everyone who renewed or 
extended their RPNA membership during 

our spring membership drive.  We are truly 
appreciative of your generous support.  We are 
pleased to announce that RPNA’s membership 

is strong with 617 members.  

RPNA also warmly welcomes the following new 
members -- thank you and welcome aboard!

Eric Gatica-Golaszewski

If you aren’t sure if your membership needs  
to be renewed, please contact  

Tamis Reed, RPNA Membership Database 
Manager, at 804.5168 or  

membership@riverparksacramento.net  

You help to make all that we do possible.   
Thank you for your support.

LynnScholl.com
Lyon Real Estate
DRE #01911388

Your Referrals M
ake My Business Bloom

Lynn Scholl
916.834.7844
lscholl@golyon.com

Feel free to contact me with any of your home buying or selling questions!

Est. 1999

R
iv

er
 Park Resident 
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Are you ready for summer?
Join a Boot Camp

here in the River Park!
(we can set up your own private group)

• Work with a Personal Trainer
• Enjoy small group classes in a private gym
• Get an expert’s nutritional guidance

Thinking about competing 
in a triathlon?

Receive expert triathlon 
coaching and training.  

Basic and Premium Plans available!

Julie Visger, CPT
ph: 916.769.2299 e: Julie@One10.biz

www.One10.biz
2801 T Street, Suite B Sacramento, CA 95816

by Jeff Harris • Parks and Recreation Commission, chairperson Dist. 3
Streets on Carlson Avenue. Their study came to the 
conclusion that neither intersection possessed any 
“deficiencies.” These intersections are not even on  
the list of the worst offenders in the city of 
Sacramento.
Nonetheless, the following month, at the May RPNA 
meeting, the DOT proposed four options to address 
safety issues at each intersection. Renderings 
of those four options can be found on the Yahoo 
River Park blog, Facebook, and the Nextdoor.com 
websites. 
  On June 18th, a follow up meeting was 
scheduled with the DOT, members of RPNA & 
representatives of CSUS to further refine changes 
at the intersections and to reach common ground 
that served all entities. At that meeting it was 
determined that option A, the simplest and least 
expensive proposal, could be implemented in a 
3-6 month time frame. However it was felt that a 
more comprehensive solution could be reached, so 
elements of option B were pursued. 
The group met again 
the following week 
and concluded that 
several elements of 
option B, in addition 
to option A, would be 
integrated into the 
final solution. This 
final solution will be 
known as “option 
E.” Key elements 
include:
* An additional 
crosswalk on J 
Street, on the east 
side of Carlson.
* Narrowing the 
current two lane exit off Fair Oaks Blvd. onto H 
Street traveling west, down to a single lane, while 
adding a buffered bike lane.
* Adding painted bike lanes to both sides of Carlson 
between H & J Streets. 
* Narrowing northbound Carlson at J Street, into 
River Park, to one single lane, with a left turn only 
lane at H Street.
* Pedestrian crosswalk signals that operate 
independently of the main traffic signal at the 
intersection, located on both sides of Carlson, 
controlling right hand turns in and out of Sac State.

This project comes with a steep price tag of roughly 
$1.5 million, and that’s money the DOT simply does 
not currently have. Paperwork for a federal grant 
will be submitted by mid-July to finance this project. 
By the end of this calendar year, it will be known 
if this grant is awarded. In the meantime option A 
will be put in place; which means, along with newly 
painted lanes and markers, that a new traffic signal 
will be installed on the NE corner of the H Street & 
Carlson intersection. 
At the time this article was written, a rendering of 
option E was underway. Once completed it will be 
posted on the Nextdoor, Facebook and Yahoo blog 
websites.  
   The H & J Street intersection serves not only 
all River Park residents and visitors, but also Sac 
State students, and all motorists passing through 
this corridor. With this volume of traffic, even the 
most advanced technology won’t prevent accidents 
caused by human error. The intent of this project 
is to reduce the frequency and severity of the 
accidents that are inevitable. We’re hoping changes 
made to these intersections will make passage 
safer and easier for everyone for another 60+ 
years. n

H & J Intersection

Option B

(continued from pg. 7)
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Letters to the Editors…If you’re interested in contributing, simply contact either 
Jeff Harris: 455-0996, cadence@surewest.net or Todd Damiano: 402-4641, todddamiano@surewest.net  

put “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your email for identification purposes.

SUMMER SPECIAL

The Future of Sutter’s Landing Park

On June 19th the Department of Parks and 
Recreation hosted a meeting at Sutter’s Landing 
Park to discuss potential future uses of the 172 acre 
parcel. More than 200 people attended! This is the 
largest showing of residents at any park meeting 
in many years. People are passionate in their 
visions and desires for the park–some see it as a 
nature preserve and gateway to the American River 
Parkway, some want more active recreation uses 
such as a BMX style bicycle track and a handball 
court. The need for more discourse is great, and 
we will start a Sutter’s Landing Park blog on the city 
website in July so that neighbors can have detailed 
dialog on the issue. Additionally, a formal Town Hall 
meeting moderated by Councilmember Steve Cohn 
will be scheduled in August. n

by Jeff Harris • Parks and Recreation Commission, chairperson Dist. 3 provide the location of the snake when they arrive.  
Rattlesnake bites are rarely fatal, but all bites are 
dangerous and require immediate medical attention. 
Their venom is a hemotoxin which destroys tissue and  
is extremely painful; consequently the risks are greater 
for children or dogs. A vaccine is available for dogs which 
helps delay the effects of the venom which can cause 
severe pain, swelling, and tissue damage. If bitten, it 
is important to stay calm, wash the area with soap and 
warm water, remove any articles such as watches, rings 
or shoes that might constrict the swelling, then seek 
medical assistance. About 25% of bites are dry, which 
means no venom is released. A medical professional can 
monitor and determine if anti-venom is necessary while 
ensuring any infection is controlled.
Keep in mind that rattlesnakes are native to this area  
and provide many benefits. While they can be 
dangerous, there is no need to be fearful as long  
as you are careful. n

For more information: http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74119.html

Rattlers (continued from pg. 8)
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T Date   Time  Block Location  Activity
4/30/13  10:00 am 5400 Carlson  Assault, threaten with intent to terror
5/2/13   7:29 pm 5400 Sandburg Assault w/deadly weapon, non-firearm
5/7/13   11:09 pm Erlewine Circle Assault w/ deadly weapon, non-firearm
5/16/13  9:14 Pm Sandburg /Shepherd Robbery (unspecified)
5/24/13  2:10 pm 5400 Sandburg Breaking and entering
5/26/13  12:55 pm 5400 Carlson  Burglary with force, business
5/28/13  1:00 pm 100 Sandburg  Petty Theft
5/29/13  11:45 am 600 H Street  Petty Theft
6/3/13   12:55 am 5400 Sandburg Petty Theft
6/6/13   9:55 pm 5700 Moddison Petty Theft, License Plate
6/6/13   9:00 am 5200 Moddison Burglary residence w/force
6/14/13  9:00 am 5400 Sandburg Assault w/deadly weapon, non-firearm
6/19/13  9:30 pm 5400 Carlson  Burglary, business-w/force 

Source: https://www.crimereports.com

River Park Patrol by Serge Stanich 

River Park Neighborhood 
Watch Report – Burglaries 
Down…..Assaults are Up!
The Neighborhood Watch 
Program is working. April 
2013 appears to have been 
one of the most quiet and 

safest months on record for River Park with only 
one report of a crime. Compared with one year 
ago, home burglaries and property crimes have 
dropped dramatically.  During the period of May 
and June 2012, there were nine reported home 
burglaries, one breaking and entering and two 
grand thefts. Vigilant actions of members of the 
community looking out for their neighbors have 
helped the Sacramento Police Department make 
arrests that have led to successful convictions.
Unfortunately, violent assaults have increased.  
During the same period last year, there were 
no recorded assaults; however, we have had 
four already this year. Typically, the assaults are 
taking place at Glenn Hall Park, Erlewine Circle 
near the baseball diamond, or near the mall on 
Carlson. As the weather heats up, River Park 
experiences a big increase of traffic with people 
coming into the park to access the American 

River Park Neighborhood Safety and Crime Report for April, May & June 2013
River. While many people come into River Park 
to pleasantly enjoy the parkway, there are some 
who come to the parkway for illicit activities. For 
residents of River Park, it is wise to allow the wider 
community to come and enjoy but be cautious 
about confronting any individuals or groups who 
may appear suspicious or dangerous. If you do 
suspect any suspicious behavior, it is best to notify 
the Sacramento Police Department immediately and 
allow them to address the behavior.
We cannot close this report without once again 
calling for volunteers to support the Neighborhood 
Watch Program. The Neighborhood Watch Program 
is coordinated closely with the Sacramento Police 
Department and is entirely supported by volunteers 
comprised of residents of the community. Keep in 
mind that if you are not volunteering, you should 
not assume that someone else is. Thank you again 
to all of you that have volunteered or who simply 
are prompt to call the police when you witness 
suspicious behavior.  Many crimes have been halted 
and arrests made by these vigilant people. For more 
information on how to support the Neighborhood 
Watch please contact Jeff Harris at cadence@
surewest.net or Serge Stanich at sergestanich@
gmail.com. n


