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UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS  
July 4    

Firecracker 
Parade 

Carlson Drive — 
Festival 

Glen Hall Park  
 

September 15 
  

Great American 
River Cleanup   
8 a.m. to Noon  
Glen Hall Park 

 

July 19  
RPNA Meetings  
Block Captains  

 6:30 p.m.  
RPNA Board 

7:30 p.m.  
Geneva Room 

Fremont Presbyterian 
Church 

August 25 
 

Screen 
On-The-Green  
Hitchcock’s 
“The Birds”  

7:30 p.m. 
Glen Hall Park 

    The Firecracker Parade will feature neighborhood kids on bikes, scooters, tricycles and skate boards, dogs, cats 
and babies in strollers and wagons.  Also, a number of parents.  The parade also will include a collection of River 
Park’s old and antique restored cars and trucks.   

 8  a.m.   Fun Run through the neighborhood beginning at Glen Hall Park 
10 a.m.   Car Parade through the neighborhood starting from the Scottish Rite parking lot 

      11 a.m.    Firecracker Parade starting from Caleb Greenwood School, down Carlson to Glen Hall Park.  
                       Games, snacks, ice cream in Glen Hall Park following the parade.  
 
    Volunteers are needed to help with the park activities and the car parade.  If you have some time, your 
help will be welcomed.  Contact Steve Soto at ssoto1957@aol.com  for helping at the park or Mike Mont-
gomery at rmm1@Surewest.net or 457-2933 regarding the car parade.   

4th Of  July Firecracker Parade And Festival 
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Good Turnout For Annual Pancake Breakfast 
Annual River Park event drew a Hungry bunch of  neighbors 

Early morning volunteers served breakfast, from left, Cal Lam-
berson, Michael Felsted, Emily Kapic, and Harriet Lamberson.   

The volunteer cooks, Nancy Mee and Bobby Silva,  flipped some 
big ones, while Leena Gurtis (not shown) mixed batter.  

Garden Club member Lee Ruth, background, helping tend the 
club’s plant sale at the pancake breakfast. 

    The annual RPNA Pancake Breakfast was well at-
tended this year.  This annual event, held each year on a 
Saturday morning in June, drew 160 adults and 66 kids 
to Caleb Greenwood School.  A measure of success can 
be seen in the breakfast details:  60 pounds of pancake 
mix, 10 gallons of orange juice, 1 gallon of syrup, 600 
sausages and 400 strawberries.   
    If you weren’t there, you missed a lot.  So, mark your 
calendars for June 2008, don’t sleep in and come out for 
a good hearty breakfast.  
    The breakfast event also included sale of the River 
Park Mothers’ Club cook book and a plant and other 
stuff sale by the River Park Garden Club.  
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Handyman Service    

 
FOR ALL YOUR HANDYMAN NEEDS 

   ELECTICAL, PLUMBING, TILE, AND MORE 
   LICENSED & INSURED  SBL. #627892 

CALL GREG  (916) 616-0773 

Individual Tutoring 
with  

ELIZABETH DE FRANCESCO, M.S. Educ. 
455-3735  

All Academic Subjects, All Grade Levels  
Learn with an instructor who has 40+ years 

of teaching experience 

Loose Dogs Concern 
    What can be done if a neighbor’s dog sometimes 
runs loose?  Not much, usually.  Sacramento City code 
requires dogs to be on a leash when they are off an 
owner’s property.  As long as the dog is on the owner’s 
property it doesn’t need a leash.  The property does not 
have to be fenced.   
    If an off leash dog is off the owner’s property and is 
observed by a city animal shelter employee, the owner 
can be cited.   
    Usually owners keep their dogs under control and 
securely fenced, particularly when the owner is not 
home.  However, if a dog gets loose on its own, it is a 
good practice if neighbors alert the owner.  The owner 
can then take whatever action is necessary to insure the 
dog remains secure in the future. 
    If you do not know who owns a loose dog, call the 
city Animal Shelter at 808-7387.  A shelter employee 
will try to catch and secure the dog until the owner can 
be contacted.  A dog left to run loose on its own is in 
danger of being hit by a car, biting someone or becom-
ing dehydrated.   

Mothers’ Club 
Cook Book 
   Hungry?  The River 
Park Mothers’ Club has a 
new favorite recipes cook 
book for sale.  All of the 
recipes have been approved 
by River Park families. 
   The cook book is $8 and 
can be purchased at the 
Mothers’ Club July 4 Festi-
val ice cream stand.  
 

Raspberry Chicken Salad 
 
Raspberry Dressing 
1 c. plain fat-free yogurt 
½ c. fresh raspberries 
1 Tb. raspberry or red wine vinegar 
2 Tsp. sugar 
 
Place all ingredients for dressing in a blender. Cover 
and blend on high speed about 15 seconds or until 
smooth. 
 
Salad Ingredients 
6 c. bite-size pieces mixed salad greens (bib, iceberg, 
romaine or spinach) 
2 c. cut-up cooked chicken 
1 c. fresh raspberries or thawed frozen 
1/3 c. thinly sliced celery, freshly ground pepper (if de-
sired) 
 
Toss salad greens, chicken, raspberries and celery.  
Serve with dressing and pepper.  
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Good Ol’ Summer Time In River Park   
And The Living Was Easy  
    Robyn (Hanson) Slakey has lived in River 
Park fifty-five years.  Her family lived on Cal-
lister and she married the “boy next door” and 
he, of course, married the “girl next door”. 
    Robyn remembers summer days when 
neighborhood kids played hide-and-seek until 
sometimes as late as 11 p.m.   
    There were 56 kids in her neighborhood.  A 
particularly memorable summer activity in the 
early 1960’s was a neighborhood kids carnival.  
The kids on Caleb Avenue had a carnival every 
summer. The money they raised, $144 one year, 
was sent to CARE.   
    They gave go-cart/train rides up and down the street as part of the carnival. Robyn’s sister was the Fortune Teller, 
complete with a dishtowel turban and large glass ball from their parents fish pond. There also was a "white elephant" 
booth and they sold homemade popsicles and cupcakes. The picture above, was published in the Sacramento Bee at 
that time.  

Summer 2007 Events In Glen Hall Park 
    This year’s summer evening events for River Park and East Sacramento started with Pops-In-The-Park in Glen 
Hall Park with a large turnout.  The summer’s events will continue in August with Screen-On-The-Green movie 
nights every Saturday evening at different East Sacramento parks.  Alfred Hitchcock’s “The Birds” will be featured at 
Glen Hall Park on August 25.  These outdoor movies are fun and casual and perfect for a hot summer evening. 



 

 

River Park Review                                           Page 5                                                      July 2007 

School Is Out And Drivers Need To Be Alert 
    Summer is a concern for parents because neighborhood children usually are out in 
front yards and along the street playing and riding bicycles.  Neighborhood streets, par-
ticularly those that don’t get much traffic, can be a danger.  Children, and parents, usu-
ally are not expecting fast 
moving cars and trucks on 
their otherwise quiet street.   
    The residential speed limit 
is 25 mph.  However, when 
children are present 15 mph 
is much safer. 
    One River Park father, Jer-
emy Arrich, decided to take 
extra precaution and alert 
drivers whenever children are 
playing along the street.  He 
and a neighbor purchased 
standalone traffic safety fig-

ures depicting a child with a flag encouraging drivers to 
slow down.  The figures are set along the street during the 
day whenever children are playing and brought in when 
play time is over. The figures were purchased at Toys R Us 
for $25.   
    Arrich asks  “If you see "children at play" or "slow" 
safety signs, please drive slowly past the area and be careful around parked vehicles.”  
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Alanna Butterwork  at 457-6445 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Matt Mitchell               RPNA President   736-2029          president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725          rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Alanna Butterworth              RPNA Membership   457-6445          membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Dan Keller               Newsletter Editor   457-5928          dak@surewest.net 
 
To submit an article to the River Park Review, please e-mail information to publisher@riverparksacramento.net. The River Park Review is 
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions. 

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES: Business Card-Plus: $75; Business Card: $50. 

2007 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In Brief: 

River Park Post Office 
   In the June issue of the River Park Review, Howdy 
Hoover asked if anyone could remember where the 
River Park Post Office was located. 
   Well, it was in the back of the hardware store where 
Mama Susanna’s Ristorante is today. 

Neighborhood Cleanup Program 
   The Sacramento City Neighborhood Cleanup Pro-
gram contracts the collection of “white goods” (washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, water heaters, etc) and electronic 
waste (computers, printers, monitors, etc.) with a com-
pany called Appliance Industries.   
   When you schedule a pickup appointment they will 
ask if you have any of these “white good” items.  If you 
have these items, the City then schedules your collec-
tion with Appliance Industries.  
   They reuse or sell items in working condition, but typi-
cally do not repair damaged items.  However, to the ex-
tent possible all items collected by Appliance Industries 
under the City contract are recycled as scrap metal and 
therefore diverted from landfill disposal.  Mariner’s Garage Sale 

The Fremont Presbyterian Church Mariner's will hold a 
fundraiser garage sale 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, July 
21 at 5408 Monalee Avenue.  

Caleb Greenwood Trees 
   A grove, with a mixture of Oak, Maple and London 
Plane trees, was planted in memory of Marilyn Hanson 
near the Caleb Greenwood School baseball field at the 
corner of Callister and Betty. Marilyn, a fifty-plus year 
River Park resident and tree lover, lived on Callister for 
many years.  
   Upon Marilyn’s passing, her family asked that in lieu of 
flowers, donations be made in her name to the Sacra-
mento Tree Foundation.  
   When the family read about the school’s tree planting 
efforts, they arranged to have the funds, more than 
$850, transferred from the tree foundation to the school.  
   Thanks to the generosity of the Hanson family, River 
Park residents and other Caleb Greenwood families, the 
school was able to plant 12 new trees in January. With 
care, the trees will provide shade to playing children for 
generations to come.  
   In order for the trees to develop deep root systems 
and thrive, they will need to be watered throughout the 
dry season and eventually pruned. If you are interested 
in helping to water/maintain the trees, please call Kim 
Griffin, parent volunteer, at 916.455.1527.  

 July 4th Ice Cream 
   The River Park Mothers’ Club will be selling ice cream 
at the July 4th Festival in Glen Hall Park from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.  This year’s sale will feature Leatherby’s Ice 
Cream for $2.00 per cone.    
   Proceeds from this fundraiser will help to pay for chil-
dren’s outings throughout the year, as well as a variety 
of other fun events for moms and families.   
   The River Park Mothers’ Club warmly welcomes moth-
ers who live in River Park and are expecting or have 
children from infancy through elementary school.  For 
additional information about the River Park Mothers’ 
Club, its events, or to become a member, individuals 
may call the information line at 505-8756.  

Safety Tips 
▪ Set your car alarm every night or if your car keys have 
   a “panic button” press it if you hear a suspicious noise 
   at night. 
▪ If you have a car CD player with a pull out cover, take 
  it inside.  Thieves only want complete CD players. 
▪ Don't leave anything in your car, especially visible 
  items and especially garage door openers. 
▪ Report all crimes, no matter how trivial they may 
  seem, to Sacramento Police online.   
▪ Talk to your neighbors routinely about River Park 
   issues.  
 


