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Upcoming Events…

by Curtis Cogdill July 4th Events 

It’s a great place to live!
riverparksacramento.net

River Park Review

The 4th of July is a 
wonderful day to celebrate 
our country and our 
community. Please join us 
at Glenn Hall for The River 
Park 4th-of-July Firecracker 
Parade and festivities.  
There are many changes in 
store for this year’s event. 
7:15 -8:30 am:  The day 
will kick off with The Buffalo 
Chips Running Club’s 5 
miler and kids’ (10 and 
younger) half-mile fun run.  (For race info, 
please check out the Buffalo Chips 4th of July 
Race article in this edition of the River Park 
Review). 
9:00:  As the runners are finishing their 
race, they will be greeted by the sounds of 
DJ Lady Char and some very special guest 
Caleb Greenwood student DJ’s playing all of 
your favorite oldies. There will also be many 
local vendors selling their hand made crafts 
and goods, along with many wonderful local 
businesses.    
There will be lots of fun games, contests, 
and other activities for kids of all ages. This 
year, the Mother’s Club will be providing an 

inflatable obstacle, River Park 
Soccer will be out there with 
Human Foosball, and River 
Park Baseball will be there with 
a Dunk Tank.  
Do you like contests? We will 
have them. There will be a 
Water Balloon Toss, Hula Hoop 
Contest, Potato Sac Races and 
a Pie Eating Contest (for the 
adults). Spots will be limited on 
some of the event so please 
come early and sign up. Prizes 

will be given to the winners. We are also 
excited to have a free Tapigami Lab for the 
kids.  (What is Tapigami, you ask? Come and 
find out.)  The RPNA will also be raffling off 
many great prizes donated by the community. 
9:30 : The Classic Car Parade will start at 
Ciavarella Field. The parade will head down 
Moddison Ave. to Carlson Dr. then to Glenn 
Hall. This year, the parade will also include 
motorcycles. 
10:00:  The Firecracker Parade will begin on 
Camellia Ave., right next to Caleb Greenwood. 
The parade will follow the Classic Car/
Motorcycle Parade down Carlson to Glenn 
Hall Park. Everyone is welcome to march 

continued on pg. 4

River Park Community Garage Sale

Join the community in cleaning out 
your unwanted items!

When: Saturday, June 17th @ 8am
Where: Your driveway!

Sponsored by Shelley Hescock & Tina Wilks
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by City Councilmember Jeff HarrisDistrict Three News

The day is upon us!  As soon as Sac State finals conclude on May 19th, 
construction on the Carlson Drive improvement project will begin. The 
timing of the project is meant to avoid the busy school traffic that we 
see on a regular basis. Construction is scheduled to end August 15th, 
about one week before the Fall 2017 semester is scheduled to start.
As you may recall from previous postings, this is a federally funded 
project meant to improve circulation and safety for cars, cyclists and 
pedestrians. Prior to the beginning of the improvements, a couple of 
serious accidents involving cyclists and cars occurred. This is the final 
phase of this project and it will be a dramatic improvement to the most 
challenging intersection(s) in our City.
For more information about this project, feel free to call our office at 
808-7003, or visit the “Carlson Drive” link on our website at http://www.
cityofsacramento.org/Mayor-Council/Districts/District3.
The Yermol Memorial park space near the entrance to the River 
Park neighborhood has never looked better. For many years, our old 
guard army of volunteers have maintained this space. They did a fine 
job befitting a memorial to Fran Yermol, who created this space and 
maintained it on her own for many years. Recently, I began to identify 
funding and contracts for ongoing maintenance. Unfortunately, the 
contracts are beyond any resources we might generate from our Pops 
in the Park concert series or anything we could cover from our official 
office budget. Our office contributed $900.00 to make recent repairs at 
the park space, but the $7200, $8500, and $34,000 cost estimates we 
have received are too much. We would like to reinvigorate a volunteer 
program to regularly mow and occasionally hedge the memorial.  
Interested parties should call me office at 808-7003, or visit the River 
Park Garden Club website at www.riverparkgardenclub.yolasite.com 
to communication your interest in helping.
Congratulations to our Caleb Greenwood Sports Stackers. They have 
had tremendous success in competitions over the last few months.  
Special thank you to their coach Paula Cook. The team came to 
Council on May 8th to demonstrate the sport to my colleagues and me 
on the Council. Sport Stacking is a fun sport that requires focus and 
discipline – traits that will serve them well in life.  Great job!!

Articles for the Review…If you’d like to contribute,
contact: Richard Vincent at 916-228-4714

or email: rcvincent@sbcglobal.net 
Please put “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your email
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Names from River Park’s Past
A 1913 map at the Center for Sacramento History 
(Sacramento’s historical archives) shows these 
land owners in what became River Park:  Henry 
S(mith) Moddison, H(erman) Steinman, George 
A. Meister, W.S. Kendall, W(illiam) W(ilbur) White, 
and George Terry.
I understand that in 1864, White’s father, William 
W. White (1816 – 1902, buried in the City 
Cemetery) acquired 660 acres that included all 
of River Park, the land now occupied by CSUS, 
and Campus Commons.  [I have not been able 
to document this.]  His son, William Wilbur White 
(1853-1925, buried in East Lawn) grew hops in 
what is now Campus Commons and what became 
the Horst hop ranch, which produced into the 
1940s.  A daughter of William, Jr., (Ida) married 
Emil G. Mueller, who in the 1940’s sold the land 
now occupied by CSUS.  Later, another White 
family member sold 25 acres to Louis D. Carlson 
and John Sandburg, the original developers of 
River Park.  The remaining land in what eventually 
became River Park was bought by Henry S. 
Moddison.  [All the info in this paragraph comes 
from a great-grandson of Henry Moddison.]  
River Park was developed by two groups:  (1) 
Carlson & Sandburg and (2) H.C. Moddison 
(H.S.’s son) in partnership with Jones, Brand 
& Hullin (Wilbur F. Brand, H.C.’s son-in-law).  I 
will write up some information on the real-estate 
development in the next issue of the Review.
Henry Smith Moddison was born in Toronto, 
Canada, in 1859.  According to the 1900 and 
1920 censuses, he immigrated to the US in 1881.  
(Family lore has him owning a peach orchard in 
River Park in the 1870’s.  However, he was only 
20 in 1879.) 
The earliest mention of Henry Moddison that I 
have found is in the Sacramento Daily Union, 16 
Dec 1889:
“A committee ... collected subscriptions yesterday 
from the visitors to the break in the Yolo levee for 
the relief of the H.S. Moddison family, who lost 
their home and all of their worldly possessions by 
the flood.  The amount collected was $135.25.” 
By 1900, H.S. Moddison lived in Washington (now 
Broderick) in Yolo County.  By 1920, they lived at 
650-56th Street, where he farmed, raised horses, 
and lived until his death in 1941.
Both Moddison and William White, Jr, bred draft 
horses, many of which won ribbons at the State 

Fairs from 1899 to 1911.
Louis D. Carlson was born in 1894 in Nebraska.  
He came to Butte County in 1913, where he grew 
rice and founded the Butte County Rice Growers 
Association.  In 1938, he became a partner of John 
Sandburg in mining, gold dredging, and oil drilling.  
He was honorary mayor of North Sacramento and a 
founder of the Sacramento County Day School.
The partnership of Carlson and Sandburg developed 
Glenwood Park (north Sac), Strawberry Manor 
(north Sac) , and Del Dayo Riviera (Carmichael)  as 
well as River Park.

John Sandburg   
John Sandburg  was born in Pennsylvania in 
1882.  After living in Denver, he moved to Signal 
Hill (near Los Angeles) where he came wealthy in 
oil production.  In 1938, he came to Sacramento 
and formed the partnership with Louis Carlson.  He 
reportedly owned the first home in River Park.  
Besides Moddison Avenue, Sandburg Drive, and 
Carlson Drive, several streets in River Park and 
East Sac are named after family members and 
associates of the developers.

Moddison:   
MacAdoo (married name of H.S.’s daughter, 
Emily)

 Ruth (daughter of H.S.)   
 Brand (son-in-law of H.C.)
 Dittmar (office manager for Jones, Brand, and 

Hullin) 
 Messina (escrow officer for Jones, Brand, and 

Hullin)
 Gunther (husband of Ruth)

Sandburg:
 Minerva (maybe after wife Minnie)
 Wanda (daughter)
 Lovella (daughter)
 Shepard (Lovella’s married name)

Carlson:        
 Ada (wife)
 Betty (sister)
 Roger (grand nephew) 
 Jerome (grandson? grand nephew?)  

 
But, what’s in a name?

RP History Corner                        by Richard Vincent

continued on pg. 4
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July 4th                   continued from pg. 1

SUMMER CLEANUP

in the parade.  Decorate your bike, wagon, scooter and 
yourself. There will be a bike/wagon/scooter-decorating 
contest. Prizes will be rewarded for best bike, wagon, 
scooter and costume.   
This year, there will be a free Bike Check at the Glenn 
Hall tennis courts.  
We are very excited to have some great food this year. 
Have you ever had pizza cooked from a fire bake oven 
on a vintage truck? We are excited to have the Flour Dust 
Pizza Truck this year. Roxy’s Deli will be serving up some 
of their delicious sandwiches. Your kids will come running 
for this food truck, The Meltdown Ice Cream truck will be 
there and much, much more. Come Hungry!
RPNA members please stop by the RPNA booth to pick  
up your freebies. You can also renew your memberships.  
If you are not an RPNA member, now is a great time to 
sign up.
The River Park 4th-of-July Event will be tons of fun 
everyone. Please come out and support our community.
RPNA is still looking for volunteers to help make this day 
a huge success. And we are also looking for sponsors, 
vendors and raffle donations. If you or your business  
would like to be part of this event, please check out  
www.RiverParkSacramento.net or email Curtis Cogdill  
at innerdrivevideo@gmail.com
A list of events times will be posted on  
www.RiverParkSacramento.net. n

July 4 Run & Walk in RP            

As in most of the past 30 years, River Park will host a 5-mile 
run/walk on July 4, beginning and ending near Glenn Hall 
Park.  The map shows the route--mostly on Sandburg, 
Moddison, and Callister.  
The event is supported 
by Buffalo Chips Running 
Club, the River City 
Rebels, the Sacramento 
Running Association, and 
others who are committed 
to a fit and healthy 
Sacramento.  
Anyone can participate 
at no charge.  However, as in recent years, runners can make 
donations to either or both of two distinguished local non-
profits:  WEAVE (Women Escaping A Violent Environment) 
and the American River Parkway Foundation.  Last year’s run 
raised about $6000 for these non-profits;  we are hoping to do 
better this year.  
Typically, about 800 people participate each year and enjoy 
this beautiful neighborhood.  The streets will remain open, 
but driving on the route will be compromised from 8 am to 
around 9:30 am.  Please be careful and patient if you need to 
drive in the area during the holiday morning.
7:15am:   Registration opens
8:00am:   Kids’ half mile starts
8:30am:   Five-mile run/walk starts

by Curtis Cogdill
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Save energy and protect against a breakdown 
with our 30 Point Pro-Air Conditioning Tune-Up!
Now only $79.00 (regularly $129.00)  
This limited time Pro Air Conditioning tune-up also includes:

• Free duct inspection
• Cleaner indoor air
• Extends equipment life
• Maintains manufacturer’s warranty
• 100% money back satisfaction guarantee 

Is your Air Conditioner ready for a

p!

*Limited time offer. Call for details. Not to be combined with any other offer.

Save energy and protect against a

$1,000 OFF*
any new heating and air conditioning upgrade or

1,000 SF of insulation
up to R-38

Carlson Drive and H Street Intersection Improvements
Concerns regarding the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists at the 
Carlson Drive and H Street intersections have long been on the 
minds of River park residents. These concerns got the attention 
of the City, which conducted an investigation of the intersection 
and surrounding area. The investigation ultimately led to a plan 
to improve the safety of the intersection for all users. Parts of this 
project have been completed, but the final stage are planned to occur 
this summer after classes at CSUS are completed.
The proposed improvements include signal upgrades to improve 
visibility, additional signing, new crosswalks, marked green bike 

lanes to clarify lane channelization, bike boxes for left turns, and innovative an new two-stage 
left turns for bicyclists.
It is hoped that the project will improve bicyclist and pedestrian safety by providing new 
crosswalks, upgraded pedestrian paths of travel on the west side of Carlson Drive, clear 
designation of bicycle rights-of-way through use of colored and buffered bike lanes, and 
improved opportunities for cyclists to safely make left turns.
The project is expected to begin in late May. Maps and additional information can be found  
on the City’s website at the following address:
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Public-Works/Engineering-Services/Projects/Current-Projects/Carlson-Drive-
Improvements
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Tree Foundation Awards          
The Sacramento Tree Foundation 
recently announced its annual “Tree 
Hero Awards” for 2017.  River Park 
neighbors will be pleased to hear 
that one of their own—the River Park Tree Canopy 
Project Committee—is honored to receive the 
Austin B. Carroll Award for its activities to improve 
and restore the existing tree canopy in our “shady” 
community.
The River Park Tree Canopy Project (RPTCP 
for short), is recognized by the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation as an active “Neighborwoods” group.  
The RPTCP steering committee provides the 
necessary planning and guidance required to 
ensure all group activities are a success.  Steering 
Committee members include:  Kate Riley, Chair; Lee 
Ruth; Todd Damiano; Doug Leslie; Steve Johns; 
Dave Boyer; Kim Teague; Steve Harriman; and 
Jan Wooley.  The committee also receives much-
appreciated support and assistance from Council 
member Jeff Harris, particularly in the orchestration 
and smooth running of the annual River Park Tree 
Planting Day activities.
The RPTCP Committee will be recognized, along 

with other regional Tree Hero Award 
recipients, at a special ceremony 
to be held Wednesday, May 31st.  
More information on the awards, and 

tickets to the ceremony event, are available through 
the Sacramento Tree Foundation website.
 Please feel free to express your appreciation to 
the members of the RPTCP Committee for their 
commitment to ensure that the urban forest of 
River Park  continues to thrive now, and for future 
“neighbors” to come.
Upcoming River Park Tree Canopy Project Events:

Saturday, July 22  -  Mature Tree Care Workshop, 
Fremont Church, 10 a.m.  (See announcement in 
this newsletter)
Sunday, Sept. 10  -  River Park Tree Tour, Glen Hall 
Park, 10 a.m.  (Registration through Sacramento 
Tree Foundation website)
Saturday, Nov. 4  -  4th Annual River Park Tree 
Planting Day activities
Dec. 2017/Jan. 2018 - Young Tree Pruning 
Workshop (Date TBD)

 What:  Mature Tree Care Program 
Speaker:  Fran Clarke

Date: Saturday, July 22, 2017
Time: 10 a.m. to Noon

Where:  Geneva Room, Fremont 
Presbyterian Church

5770 Carlson Drive, Sacramento
Space is limited; register now by sending 
an email (Tree Care Reg in subject line)

to: kbriley@surewest.net

Questions or more info: 916-716-3102

The River Park Tree Canopy Project: 
a Neighborhood Program Co-sponsored 

by the Sacramento Tree Foundation, 
SMUD, RPNA, River Park Garden Club, Caleb 

Greenwood School, & District 3 
City Council Member Jeff Harris

Tree Canopy Project  by Jan Wooley

River Park Neighbors!  Do you have a mature 
tree on your property that you want to protect and 
nurture?  Did you recently move to River Park 
because you love the neighborhood tree canopy, 
and want to make sure you don’t neglect or harm 
your own tree(s) that contributes to that unique 
aesthetic?
Are you getting conflicting advice about your 
trees and their care from well-intentioned friends, 
neighbors, your gardener, the folks at the nursery, 
or the folks who come around in trucks advertising 
“cut-rate” tree care?
Here’s an opportunity to get your questions 
answered, and to sort out the confusion, with advice 
from one of the Sacramento region’s preeminent 
arborists.  Don’t miss this opportunity to educate 
yourself, and to learn more about protecting one 
of your home’s--and your neighborhood’s--most 
valuable assets.  

Sign up today!

by Jan Wooley
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Caleb Corner 

PTSO News by Michele Payne

How Can You Help?
Caleb Greenwood students and families have been working 
hard to raise money for a new track for their school!  We are 
in the final stretch to complete this project by this summer/
fall.  We have two ways you can support your neighborhood 
school.  One, be a part of Caleb history and purchase a 
personalized engraved brick that will be installed near the 
new track honoring your family (alumni!) or business.  The 
area will also feature a Buddy Bench donated by the Class 
of 1960!  Please use the link below for more information and 
to purchase your brick:
https://polarengraving.com/CalebGreenwoodPTSO
Second, tell ALL your family and friends to purchase their 4th 
of July fireworks at the TNT booth located right here in the 
River Park Shopping Center! The booth will be open June 
28th-July4th and all proceeds will benefit Caleb Greenwood 
and the new track.  You can also sign up to for a 2 or 4 hour 
volunteer shift at http://signup.com/go/lnXVlvO
Thank you for supporting your neighborhood school and 
making River Park a great place to live!     
    

www.chocolatefishcoffee.com
Roastery & Coffeehouse | 4749 Folsom Blvd.

Coffee Bar | Corner of 3rd & Q Street, Downtown

Your 
Neighborhood
Roastery & 
Coffeehouse
---------
Locally Owned
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Protect your 
Legacy.

Thinking about your estate plan can be 
a big source of anxiety. You may be relieved 
to hear a majority of people just need to 
put together a few documents. Begin the 
process by defining your specific goals with 
our estate planning checklist. 

If you want to protect the ones you love 
from the administrative uncertainties that 
come after death, contact us to learn more.BRIAN GRANUCCI

Attorney At Law

GRANUCCI
LAW OFFICE

1318 G Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
BGranucciLaw.com

Estate Planning  •  Trusts & Wills  •  Probate

916.446.7511
BGranucci@BGranucciLaw.com River Park Resident

RPNA’s Upcoming Events   
Beach Blanket Bingo
A beach blanket at the park on a nice summer 
night is just missing one thing:  BINGO!!! Well, not 
any more.  On Saturday, September 23, Beach 
Blanket Bingo is coming to Glenn Hall Park. Bring 
the family and a picnic dinner and enjoy some 
Bingo. There will be cash prizes for adults and fun 
prizes for the kids*. 
Cost to play :
    $5 for RPNA members (you get 3 free game 
    cards)
    $7 for non-RPNA members
    $5 for all additional 6 game cards
    $2.50 for additional 3 game cards

*Minors are not eligible to win cash prizes.  

River Park University
Want to learn something new? Who better to 
learn from but your own friends and neighbors?  
The RPNA will be hosting a lecture series, 
starring your very own neighbors (or even 
you). Learn something new from your talented 

by Curtis Cogdill

and knowledgeable neighbors.  Potential topics: 
photography, geology,  beer and wine making, bee 
keeping,  art, computers, history of the neighborhood… 
the sky is the limit!  It all depends on who are willing to 
share their knowledge with the neighborhood.  
Lectures will be free to all RPNA members and $5 for 
non-members. Extra cost may be associated if supplies 
for the lecture are required.

River Park Hot August Night Out
August 19th, 2017 will be our first annual River 
Park Hot August Nights Out. Step outside and enjoy 
the company of your neighbors.  Pull the BBQ’s 
out front.  Pull out the water toys for the kids. Pour 
yourself something nice and cold to drink. Talk to your 
neighbors.  Meet new neighbors, talk to old ones.  Have 
a walk and say hello to everyone. Have a cook-off on 
your street. Hire a band and close down part of your 
street. 
Please remember drive extra carefully through our 
neighborhoods this night. Be safe but have fun!  Enjoy 
all that our neighborhood has to offer.
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Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
BRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!

The Susan B. Anthony Women’s 5k and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton Kids 1/2-miler will 
be held on August 12th. The race will start 
and finish in Glenn Hall Park. 
Setup will start at 5:45 AM, and we 
should be all gone by 10:00 AM. The 
Kids race is at 7:45. This will close 
Sandburg Drive at the park for around  
15 minutes. The 5k will start at 8:00 with 
rolling closures till around 8:45.
Race day 
schedule:
6:15 a.m. 
Registration 
opens
7:30 a.m. 
Bounce house 
opens
7:45 a.m. 
Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton Free 
Kids’ 1/2 Miler
8:00 a.m. Susan 
B. Anthony 
Women’s 5k 
Run & Walk
9:00 a.m. Awards Ceremony

Another Run in River Park
    Buffalo Chips Running Club



3614 McKinley Boulevard

916.469.9235
www.studleychiro.com

specially trained in  
auto accidents, 
sports injuries 

and a  
river park  
neighbor!

back pain  •  neck pain  •  “pinched” nerves 
Herniated discs  •  headaches  •  arthritis 

muscle strains  •  sciatica  •  plantar fasciitis
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THE SCOFFLAW

This edition addresses a topic about which a 
lot of people seem to be confused:  What is the 
difference between a merge and a yield?  This 
situation presents itself, for example, when entering 
a freeway (merge), or when exiting River Park 
on Carlson Drive towards J Street with the traffic 
coming in from H Street (yield).  The yield is much 
more black and white, yet many do not seem to 
understand it and treat it as a merge. 

 

California Vehicle Code section 21803 states 
that “[t]he driver of any vehicle approaching any 
intersection which is controlled by a yield right-of-
way sign shall, upon arriving at the sign, yield the 
right-of-way to any vehicles which have entered 
the intersection, or which are approaching on the 
intersecting highway close enough to constitute an 
immediate hazard, and shall continue to yield the 
right-of-way to those vehicles until he or she can 
proceed with reasonable safety.” This means that 
oncoming traffic has no obligation to get let you in 
if you are supposed to yield. It makes sense, since 
“yield” means to give way. If your lane or road yields 
to another, you simply have to wait until it is clear 
before you can go.

Merge is less black and white. The California 
Vehicle Code section 21804 addresses entering 
onto a “highway,” which is defined as any roadway, 
not a “freeway.” It anticipates turning into traffic from 

a driveway or parking lot, and it therefore requires, 
essentially, to ensure the road is clear before you 
enter, just like a yield. Some have argued that this 
means the traffic on the freeway has no obligation 
to let merging traffic in. Not so. As several in law 
enforcement have explained this, when coming 
onto a freeway from an on-ramp, the on-ramp is 
essentially a lane of traffic for the freeway – you’re 
already on the “highway” when you’re on the on-
ramp. Then your lane disappears and you have 
no choice but to enter into the lane on your left. 
Notably, freeway traffic is not allowed to accelerate 
to cut off merging traffic. In fact, some have said 
both parties have to work it out, and neither has the 
right of way. There is a single lane forming where 
there were two, and that means that yes, freeway 
traffic has to make room for oncoming traffic. 
I’ve had people tell me that they just don’t pay 
attention to signs, or they don’t notice them. One 
guy who got a ticket at an intersection with a posted 
“no turn on red” sign said he never saw the sign. 
The cop saw him, though. So, neighbors, please 
pay attention to the road signs, know the difference, 
yield when required, and let others in when merging 
onto the freeway. 

by Molly Greene
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Park Pets

Send a quality close-up digital photo of your River Park pet to: ibd@surewest.net

Buddy (on the left) and Mojo on the banks of the 
Boulder River.  Buddy passed in 2015 at the age 
of 15.  Mojo can still be seen on his nightly walks 

and occasionally lying down on the 
front lawn on Moddison.  
Mojo will be 16 in June! 

River Park Garden Club Update
   Garden Club Potluck     
       by Ron McCormack

Join friends and neighbors for the River Park 
Garden Club potluck/speaker meeting on 
Thursday, June 8, at 6:30 PM, in the Fremont 
Presbyterian Church, Ferguson Hall.  Our 
speakers will be Ron McCormack and Brian 
Brosseau presenting a program on Butchart 
Gardens Victoria, British Columbia.

The presentation will be preceded by a 
potluck. Please bring plates, utensils and 
something to share. The evening will last 
about two hours. Children and guests are 
welcome.

Ask about the new services we 

provide if you’re downsizing 
or transitioning to a senior community.

Sue Brown
916-386-6016

CalBRE#01966788

Rich Cazneaux
916-454-0323
CalBRE#01447558
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Neighborhood Watch Report

by Shelley Hescock

by Shelley Hescock

3/01/17 to 5/15/17         

3-10-2017- 53XX Moddison 2:00pm   Petty Theft

4-03-2017- 50XX Sandburg 11:00pm    Vehicle Taken W/O

5-02-2017 American River Bike Trail    Assault

5-04-2017 Amer. Rvr. Bike Trail - Howe Ave Bridge  Robbery

          (source Raidsonline.com)
A man was walking along the bike trail under the Howe Ave. Bridge, where he was approached from behind by two 
suspects who demanded his property. Then the suspects fled the area.   
A woman on the trail was assaulted by unknown person and sustained non-life threating injuries. These events happened 
the first week of May and are still under investigation.
In late April, a River Park woman had a frightening experience while walking alone at 8:00 am on the levee heading 
towards I-80. A man on a bicycle rode slowly past her, then turned around and came straight back towards her. He 
pedaled at her pace, about 2 feet away from her, looking at her but silent and avoiding eye contact. When she caught up 
with some other people on the levee, he rode ahead. He repeated his actions with other women ahead of her.
She encountered him again at Sandburg & Messina where he pulled on a black mask, saying “I am just getting ready”.  
A police investigation is ongoing. The man is Caucasian, about 6 feet tall with a slim build, blond or light brown hair, a long 
pointed nose, and sharp features. He was wearing blue jeans, a white shirt with long black sleeves, and a black backpack 
that appeared heavy. He was riding a reddish mountain bike.

As the weather heats up, River Park experiences 
a big increase in traffic as people come to the 
park to access the American River. While many 
people come into River Park to pleasantly 
enjoy the parkway there are some who come 
for illicit activities, parties at Paradise Beach, 
campfires and more… We all want to enjoy the 
neighborhood, park and parkway and patrol is a 
great way to keep it nice and safe for everyone. 
For River Park residents, it is wise to be aware 
of your surroundings and be cautious about 
confronting any individuals or groups who may 
appear suspicious or dangerous. If you do suspect 
any suspicious or dangerous behavior on the 
street, call the Sacramento Police Department 
916-732-0100.  If on the river trails or levee, call 
the rangers 916-875-7275.
Remember: Be safe; and if you SEE 
SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!
Robbery and assaults are on the rise. When out 
walking, be aware of your surroundings. If you 
like to wear headphones or ear buds, try wearing 
it just in, or covering, one ear so you can hear 
what’s going on around you. Stay off your phones 
if possible, so you are seeing what is going on 
around you. 

BE AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS!
As a community, we look out for each other.   
I cannot go without once again calling for volunteers 
to support the River Park Neighborhood Patrol. The 
River Park Neighborhood Patrol is coordinated with 
the Sacramento Police Department and is entirely 
supported by volunteers. Residents of River Park.
Thank you to all who currently volunteer. Many crimes 
have been stopped and arrests made by being vigilant 
and volunteering to patrol.  Neighborhood Patrol when 
done regularly sends a message that crime is not 
tolerated here.
If you are interested in more information on River Park 
Neighborhood Patrol, please contact Shelley Hescock 
at RiverParkPatrol@Aol.Com or call 916-214-0591. 
I am looking to start a new program in River Park, as 
there are many ways to patrol and keep a watchful 
eye out the neighborhood.  It’s called Paws on Patrol.  
It is successful in Elk Grove, and with as many dogs 
as I meet on our River Park streets, I believe it will be 
successful here as well. 
Dog walkers can be the eyes, ears, and paws for 
patrol! Its simple: all you need to do is pay attention 
to the people, vehicles and activity around you and if 
something seems suspicious call the police.


