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Monthly RPNA Meetings 
Third Thursdays

June 18th and July 16th
Fremont Presbyterian Church
Block captains meet at  
7:00 p.m. 

RPNA Board meets at 
7:30 p.m.

All residents are welcome.

Upcoming Events…

It’s a great place to live!
riverparksacramento.net

River Park Review

As the end of another 
school years nears, in 
River Park that means 
the annual 4th of July 
Celebration at Glenn 
Hall Park is right around 
the corner.
For 21(?) years RPNA 
has hosted this annual 
community event. This 
year it feature a classic 
car parade, kids parade, 
food, live music, carnival games and much 
more. Kids: decorate your bike, scooter, 
or wagon in patriotic colors and line up at 
Camellia & Carlson and be ready to go 
by 9:30 AM. The classic cars will line-up 
down near Ciavarella Field. At 
about 9:15 AM, the car parade 
make its way towards Glenn 
Hall Park following the route 
posted on this page.  Then 
at 10 AM the kid’s parade will 
follow the fire engine from 
Camellia, down Carlson Drive, 
to Glenn Hall Park.
This year, the River Park 
Mothers’ Club is providing a bounce 
house and selling ice cream as part of 
the celebration. In addition, The Wienery, 

Saturday, In Glenn Hall Park, THIS will be THE 4th of July!
Jamba Juice, and a 
Mad Science slime 
table demonstration will 
also be there. The Arts 
in River Park exhibit 
will feature a variety 
of works from local 
artists. There will also 
be a balloon twister 
and face painters. A 
special thanks goes 
to Compton’s Market 

for the supply of fresh veggie snacks. Tickets 
will be sold to play the carnival games, food 
vendors will only accept cash. The party ends 
at about 1 PM, but it cannot happen without the 
support of volunteers. We’ll need help setting 

up and operating the games. 
Teenagers and college kids 
are welcome to help out. If 
you’re interested in helping, 
please contact Kim Teague 
or Todd Damiano, their email 
addresses are posted below. 
Be a part of a wonderful River 
Park tradition and have a 
great 4th of July!

Kim Teague: kimpossible916@hotmail.com 
Todd Damiano: todddamiano@surewest.net

Stay Connected With River Park
River Park Blog Yahoo Group

send an email to: riverparkblog-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
or go to:http://groups.yahoo.com/group/riverparkblog/ 

then, “Join this group!” 
Send RPList mailing list submissions to:rplist@lists.mcn.org 

To subscribe or unsubscribe visit http://lists.mcn.org/mailman/listinfo/rplist or, via 
email,

send a message with subject or body ‘help’ to: rplist-request@lists.mcn.org;

River Park is also listed on nextdoor.com and Facebook.com

Saturday, June 27
The Count

Glenn Hall Park
6 p.m.
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RP Updates…
Messina & Carlson Apartments 
As of late, construction of the new 
apartments appeared to slow to a 
crawl, leaving more than a few River 
Park residents wondering if there was 
a problem. The good news is all is well.  
There are no issues with permits or 
finances. The property owner simply 
chose to temporarily relocate his 
working crew to a second job site on 
Alhambra Blvd. He hopes to have the River View Apartments project completed by 
the end of July.

From their website:
River View Apartments in River Park
Located at 5499 Carlson Dr., Sacramento (in the River Park area)
15 total units
Anticipated completion – February 2015
9 units will be 2-bed/2.5 bath, 1038-1177SF.  Rents from $1,395-$1,495 
(anticipated)
3 units will be 2-bed/2 bath, 917-966SF.  Rents $1,425 (anticipated)
3 units will be 1 bed/1 bath, 769-786SF.  Rents $1,095 (anticipated)

Amenities include granite countertops, stainless steel appliances, stacked washer/
dryer.  2 bedroom units, on Carlson will have small patios
Common area amenities include a barbeque and fire pit area between the two 
buildings, featuring an island counter top area, with sink and permanent outside 
seating.

J Street corridor - Modifications to the intersections of H & J Streets at Carlson 
Avenue are in the design phase, and will be for the remainder of this calendar year. 
The project limits extend along Carlson Drive from roughly 200’ west of H Street to 
200’ east of J Street. The limits along H Street will extend from the Camellia Drive 
intersection to about 200’ south of Carlson Drive.
The proposed improvements include signal upgrades to improve signal visibility, and 
additional signs and markings to clarify lane utilization. In addition, new crosswalks 
will be added on the east side of the Carlson Drive and J Street intersection and on 
the west leg of the Carlson Drive and H Street intersection. The current plan is to go 
to construction late summer in 2016.

12 Rounds Brew Pub–Construction is 
well underway at the brew pub located on 
57th  Street, behind the antique mall.  Owner 
Daniel Murphey shared some details about 
their new business. They recently hired 
Scott Cramlet of Rubicon Brewery, so the 
final product is certain to be tasty.  By mid-
summer they are hoping to have the suds 
flowing.  The next hurdle to overcome will be 
food. The kitchen is expected to be up and 
running by the end of this calendar year. 

Letters to the Editor…If you’d like to contribute,
contact: Todd Damiano: 402-4641 (todddamiano@surewest.net) 
Please put “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your email
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Levee/ H Street bridge - Since 2000, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Sacramento District has worked steadily 
at improving levees along the lower American River – 
building seepage cutoff walls into 12 miles of levee reach on 
both banks to strengthen levees and help inhibit seepage 
through and underneath. During the first round of levee 
work, the district set aside around 30 sites for later—leaving 
gaps—where construction was complicated by utilities, 
power lines or bridges. The district is in the process of 
completing construction on all of the gap-fixes by the end of 
2015, with minor site restoration to follow in the spring.
The H Street Bridge and Howe Avenue Bridge levee work 
are two of the final levee gap sites; they were saved until 
last because they were the most challenging sites—filled 
with underground utilities like high pressure sewer lines 
and delicate bridge foundations. Workers also recently 
discovered unmarked irrigation pipes abandoned inside the 
H Street Bridge’s levee.
In consideration of the above, here is the most recent 
schedule as of May 1st:
H Street Bridge –

· Preparing to pave H Street Bridge week of May 18 with 
work possibly extending into May 21. The work will involve 
partial nighttime lane closures.
· Crews are in the process of properly abandoning the 
unmarked irrigation pipe discovered near the eastern end 
of the bridge.  For safety reasons, the bike trail that leads 
from the levee crown under the bridge (landside trail) will 
continue to be closed until this pipe is properly abandoned.
· No word yet on any trail accesses reopening prior to 
targeted September completion.

Howe Avenue Bridge –
· Currently installing a (controlled low strength material) 
concrete seepage blanket under the bridge and excavating 
around a known high-pressure sewer main and other 
utilities.
· Due to previously unknown structures under the bridge, 
completion is being pushed out to July.

Sac State Master Plan & New President

Back in mid 2013 the Sac 
State Master Plan was 
unveiled, a 20-year vision 
for how the campus would 
evolve in an effort to remain 
competitive with neighboring 
institutions of higher learning.  

A main feature of master plan is a new 416-bed residence hall, 
which is scheduled to open in 2017. It will be built along the 
American River and provide easy access to popular bike paths 
up and down the levees. California State University trustees 
approved the $54.9 million project last March. 
An integral element of the master plan is to enhance the 
students learning experience by increasing the connection of 
the campus to the natural surroundings, so it new residence 
hall will feature large windows with unobstructed views of the 
river.  It will be home to 252 freshmen – two to a room – and 
164 sophomores, with single beds. 
Sac State is also planning a new science and policy center 
to study the region’s water, energy and sustainability. A new 
science building with views of the river will be constructed 
on another parking lot north of the student bookstore when 
funding becomes available.

Another recent development at Sac State is the selection of 
a new president.  The California State University Board of 
Trustees has selected Robert Nelsen to serve as the next 
president. His previous position was president of the University 
of Texas-Pan American from 2010-to-2014, as it merged 
with two other schools to become what will be the University 
of Texas-Rio Grande Valley. Having served 12 years as 
president of Sac State, Alex Gonzalez will return to teaching 
in the psychology department when his final term as president 
expires on July 1st.

Residential property at 3805 Moddison Avenue 
- At the time this article was written, the offensive display had 
been removed and the property was listed for sale. 

RP Updates… Continued from page 2

Call for New Editor of the River Park Review

As the editor of the River Park Review for the past 3 ½ years I must say it has afforded me a 
rewarding opportunity to connect with the community and gain an inside view of events within 
River Park and surrounding areas.  However, I find myself with less and less time to invest in the 
newsletter and feel it is time to step aside and allow someone else to take the helm.  I encourage 
anyone who enjoys writing and takes an interest in local events and issues, to please contact the 
current RPNA president Serge Stanich: sergestanich@gmail.com  I would be glad to help out 
during the transition.
            Todd Damiano
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Who Really Was Caleb Greenwood?

In the last article 
we learned that 
Caleb Greenwood 
had spent most of 
his life living in the 
wilderness. We 
followed him from 
around 1790, when 
he left his home in 
his late teens, and 
through his days 
as a trapper and 
hunter, living and 
raising a family with 

the Indians, and then left them in late 1844 as he was 
guiding the Stevens- Townsend-Murphy party out west to 
California.

This immigrant party crossed the Sierras at Donner 
Summit by Lake Mary. Two years later another wagon 
train attempted this crossing and was driven back by an 
early storm. This unfortunate group of settlers was the 
Donner party and we will later cover Caleb’s involvement 
in the rescue of the Donner party.

What makes Caleb’s story so amazing is that in 1844 
he was 81 years old. This is a very old age for someone 
of that era, much less a mountain man. Caleb was 
about 6 feet tall with a lean muscular build. His eyesight 
had diminished somewhat by old age, but he was still 
an excellent horseman and a fine shot with the rifle. 
Although illiterate, he was an entertaining storyteller and 
a very convincing speaker.

When he arrived at Sutter’s Fort with the Stephen’s 
party, Sutter recognized Caleb’s skills as a guide and 
promoter. During the next two years Caleb would lead 
groups back to Fort Bridger, Wyoming in the spring, 
visit during the summer with his Crow Indian wife and 
children in central Wyoming, then using his charm and 
wit convinced immigrants westbound on the Oregon Trail 
to break off and follow him along the Humboldt River 
across Nevada in the Sierras to Sutter’s Fort.

On his return trip in 1846, Caleb brought his nine-year-
old son William back with him. As usual they were 
accompanied by his older sons John and Britton. They 
spent the winter in a hunting camp near the Napa Valley. 
His son John enlisted in the American Army fighting 
along with John Fremont in the Mexican War (Bear Flag 
Revolt).

In late 1846 word had reached Sutter’s Fort that the 
Donner party was stranded just over the summit. Two 
things made an immediate rescue attempt implausible: 
heavy snow severely restricted travel and very few men 

Part 2
were available due to constription for the Mexican war.

When word of the Donner party reached Caleb Greenwood, 
he knew he should do something. Very few men knew 
this part of the Sierra better than Caleb. He went first to 
Sonoma and then to San Francisco to raise money, men, 
horses, and supplies. While in San Francisco, Caleb joined 
forces with James Reed, an exile from the Donner party. 
Reed’s wife and children were stranded with the Donner 
party.

This rescue party left San Francisco on February 7, 1847. 
Accompanying Caleb where his sons Britton and William. 
There were 16 men and 11 pack animals carrying about a 
half a ton of dried beef, flour, and sugar. When they reached 
the snow, it was soon evident the horses could go no 
further.

Caleb realized that his 84-year-old body would not make it 
through the snow to the Donner encampment. He elected 
to stay with his son William and tend the horses and a 
reserve stock of provisions. The remaining 15 men each 
carrying about 75 pounds took off on foot lead by Britain 
Greenwood.

This rescue party, known as the Second Relief (a group of 
four rescuers got through ahead of them), continued on to 
the Donner camp and rescued everyone who could walk 
out. Another rescue party followed, but the Greenwood 
party was the backbone of the relief effort. One of the 
rescued ladies had gone insane by the ordeal and gave 
them a great deal of trouble. Caleb had to strap her to a 
horse that nine-year-old William Greenwood led all the 
way back by halter. Britton Greenwood lost a few of his 
toes from frostbite while leading the rescue party through 
the snow. The Greenwood men made a tremendous 
contribution in saving the lives of so many cold and hungry 
immigrants.

Caleb continued guiding parties across the west for a 
couple more years. Those he guided included Commodore 
Robert F. Stockton (Stockton, CA) and Peter Lassen. 
At age 86 he made his last trip west with his remaining 
children. His Indian wife died a couple of years earlier. The 
Greenwood family settled in Coloma and built a log cabin.  
Gold had just been discovered there by James Marshall 
and the Greenwoods got caught up in gold fever.

In the summer of 1849, Caleb moved his family 10 miles 
north of Coloma to a community that now bears his name, 
Greenwood. Although Caleb did not make much money 
as a miner, he was famous for the tall tales he told. During 
the winter of 1849–1850, at age 87, Caleb became ill. One 
night he figured his time had come so he went for a walk 
out into the forest. He felt solace in the wilderness that he 
spent so much of his life in. The next morning he was found 
dead with his rifle by his side. n

by Howdy Hoover
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Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
BRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!

On April 18th, RPNA held its annual spring general meeting 
in the cafeteria at Caleb Greenwood.  The event featured a 
number of speakers from city government, law enforcement, 
and a variety of community groups. The two-hour gathering 
provided valuable information on a number of local issues.
With newly elected District 3 city councilmember Jeff Harris 
on his way to Washington D.C. for a 5 day visit, David 
Gonsalves filled in to provide an update on several local 
issues. 
Projects along the Alhambra Corridor are currently 
underway, as well as the McKinley Village project. Closer to 
home, the swimming season at Glenn Hall Pool will officially 
begin on June 15th. Operating hours can be found on the 
RPNA website- riverparksacramento.net.  In addition, Glen 
Hall Park will host Pops In The Park on June 27th featuring 
The Count. The show starts at 6 PM, arrive early to find a 
place in the shade!
Recently a number of neighbors were expressing concern 
about slowed progress being made at the apartments project 
at Messina Drive and Carlson Avenue.  This delay is not due 
to financial difficulties, permit issues, and there is no stop 
work order on this project. The property owner simply chose 
to temporarily relocate his crew to a second job site located 
on Alhambra Avenue. The apartments should be in full swing 
soon. He is hoping to have the project completed by the end 
of July. 
Next up at the meeting was the new Sac P.D. contact 
for District 6, Officer Bob McCloskey. His presentation 
began with an update about the ongoing theft of catalytic 

converters. While the police patrols help to deter these 
crimes, an officer discovering a theft in progress is very 
unlikely.  Owners of vehicles being targeted by thieves, 
primarily Toyota trucks and late model SUVs, are encouraged 
to have their catalytic converters serialized or secured with 
the assistance of a trusted mechanic. Not doing so could 
result in a $4000-$6000 expense to have it replaced. 
He then discussed a Sac PD program using high-resolution 
cameras currently used at a handful of locations throughout 
the city. It is called P.O.D., Police Observation Devices, and 
due to the early success, the program is gaining popularity. 
The cameras are equipped with technology that enables the 
device to read the license plates of automobiles to identify 
stolen vehicles. When it detects a vehicle that has been 
reported stolen, a police unit can be immediately dispatched 
to that area. Due to the success of this program, the POD’s 
are being made more available to more locations. They come 
with a $14,000 price tag, however, half of that expense is paid 
by the police department.  Sac P.D. will also cover the annual 
operating expense of roughly $800. With only two traffic 
access points into River Park, a P.O.D. could be a useful 
crime deterrent. Needless to say, there are many unanswered 
questions regarding the use of a P.O.D.  The installation of a 
P.O.D. in College Glenn is currently underway, much will be 
learned from that endeavor.
Next on the agenda was City Ranger Cory Stewart. He, 
along with 12 other City Rangers, are currently assigned to 
the stretch of the American River Parkway that extends from 
Sutter’s Landing Park to the Guy West pedestrian bridge at 

River Park Spring General Meeting

Continued on page 6
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Spring General Meeting

Sac State. Efforts are underway to hire seven more Rangers, 
but that is a need vs. budget issue. Homeless encampments 
continue to be a concern. Anyone needing to report a 
homeless encampment can contact Ranger Stewart using 
the information at the bottom of this article. Providing precise 
locations along the ARP provides a serious challenge. The 
most accurate solution is to provide GPS coordinates, which 
can be acquired using an app found on many cell phones.  
While homeless encampments are an ongoing concern, 
according to Ranger Stewart, the number one complaint lately 
is off-leash dogs. The vast majority of these reports are the 
result of an incident that occurs between the river and the dog 
owner’s parked vehicle. American River Parkway visitors are 
strongly encouraged to keep their dogs on the leash in this 
area of transition. As part of reducing these incidents, Ranger 
Stewart mentioned the implementation of “mandatory ticket 
days”, meaning a Ranger is required to ticket any dog owner 
failing to use a leash along the ARP. 
Next up was a SMUD presentation. Over the next two years 
electricity rates are slated for an increase of 2.5%, meaning 
the average consumer can expect about a three-dollar 
increase in their monthly bill. This increase will go towards 
upgrades in the existing infrastructure, meeting measures 
required by state mandates, and miscellaneous expenses.
For more information on this, and an optional “time-of-use” 

service schedule, visit the 
SMUD website: smud.org
The final presentation 
was a group effort to 
provide River Park 

homeowners with information and resources to help maintain 
and protect our tree canopy. Representatives from the 
Sacramento Tree Foundation, the Sac city Urban Forest 
section, and Fallen Leaf Tree Management were there to 
speak and answer questions covering all aspects of tree 
maintenance. One question covered specific locations of city 
maintained trees. If you are wondering if the tree in your front 
yard is a city tree, you can contact 311 or visit the link below 
which will provide a map of the city’s current inventory of trees. 
Tree crews will arrive in River Park by December to trim our 
city trees.
Last February, The Sacramento Tree Foundation teamed up 
with SMUD, RPNA and the RP Garden Club to plant 30 new 
trees throughout River Park. The River Park Tree Canopy 
Project will hold it’s next tree planting in November.  Check 
with the RPNA website for details as that event nears.
City Ranger Corey Stewart email:     stewartc@saccounty.net
Link to city maintained trees:
data.cityofsacramento.org/visualizations/7512/locations-of-city-
trees/ n

Continued from page 5
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Caleb Corner 

by Jill Jones - PTSO President

by Tamis Reed

Caleb Greenwood Elementary IB K-6 School

PTSO News

Caleb Greenwood PYP IB World School Corner!
May 21st, 2015 will certainly go into the history books for Caleb Greenwood Elementary. On that day the teachers & staff 
at Caleb received notification from the IB organization that it has been authorized as an official IB World School! Caleb 
Greenwood students have had countless venues through which they learn and as the IB program is further implemented, 
those opportunities and students will grow in countless ways.  This is the culmination of countless hours of hard work 
from an incredibly talented team of teachers & staff, but it could not have happened without the support of parents, 
volunteers and the River Park community.
Caleb Greenwood Elementary first opened its doors back in September of 1950 to 60 students who were the first to 
attend the school. For sixty-five years it has thrived and educated countless thousands of students, more than a few still 
reside in River Park today.  Caleb Greenwood now finds itself on the map, or rather, the world atlas, as the only IB PYP 
World School in the city of Sacramento.  Indeed these are exciting times for Caleb Greenwood families and residents of 
River Park.
Another recent and major addition to Caleb Greenwood is an expanded play structure. During spring break SCUSD 
crews installed new equipment, essentially doubling the size the of the existing play structure.  As the school enrollment 
continues to increase, upgrades like this are a welcome sight, and again, made possible through the support from 
parents and volunteers.
Next fall is certain to be an important and unique school year at Caleb Greenwood. It will mark the first school year 
of our official IB PYP World School.  Exciting things are coming for all the Caleb students and families. Next year’s 
kindergarteners will share common ground with the original 60 students who first attended school here 65 years ago.  
I can’t help but wonder how many of them will still be living in River Park 65 years later. 
Thank you for an amazing school year, have a wonderful summer and see you at Caleb Greenwood IB PYP World 
School next fall!

Remember: The first day of school next fall is September 3rd!

RPNA sincerely thanks all of our wonderful neighbors who 
support us and our endeavors by becoming members of 
RPNA or by renewing their membership year after year. 
Your RPNA Membership helps to preserve and enhance 
our River Park Neighborhood. It also helps to support 
RPNA community activities (such as the July 4th festivities) 
and improvement projects.  If you are not yet a member of 
RPNA, we strongly encourage you to consider becoming a 
member of RPNA today. 
Thank you to everyone who has already responded to 
our membership renewal drive.  In late April, we delivered 
approximately 310 membership renewal requests via bicycle 
to former RPNA members. We are truly appreciative of your 
generous support.  We are pleased to announce that RPNA’s 
membership is strong with 663 members.  Our membership 
drive brought memberships from over 36 households so 
far, as well as many generous donations to RPNA.  If you 
received a green renewal request from us, there is still time 

to renew your membership!   Please stop by to visit us or check 
your membership status at the Pops in the Park concert on June 
27th or at the 4th of July celebration.  
We will next be focusing on a new member drive.  If you are new 
to River Park or have never been a member of RPNA, please 
consider joining us today.  RPNA warmly welcomes the following 
new members -- thank you and welcome aboard!

Ken Brown • Brian & Jessica Clifford

Linda Grenz & Paul Hart • Drew & Sarah Soderborg
If you would like to see if your RPNA membership needs to 
be renewed, please contact Tamis Reed, RPNA Membership 
Database Manager, at 804.5168 or membership@
riverparksacramento.net. RPNA Membership dues are $10.00 
for one calendar year, $18.00 for two calendar years, and $25.00 
for three calendar years. Membership dues may be mailed to: 
RPNA, P.O. Box 19866, Sacramento, CA 95819. You help to 
make all that we do possible.  Thank you for your support. 

RPNA Membership Renewal Drive a Success

Inside this issue of the River Park Review you will find Caleb Greenwood Elementary's 2015 Cougar Grid. 
Advertising was sold around the Sacramento map and any company that donated to the school received a listing in 
the directory resulting in $8,000 raised for exciting programs such as Spanish, art and music. As neighbors we hope 

that you will support the businesses listed on the Cougar Grid and thank them for their support of our school! 
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River Park Pets How to Keep Them Safe

If you live in River Park, you have probably 
read one of Kathleen Howell Fitzpatrick’s online 
posts explaining what to do with a lost/found 
pet. Or maybe you have been a recipient of the 
ID tags that she delivers from the Front Street 
Animal Shelter to pet owners here in River Park. 
Either way, over the years, Kathleen has helped 
countless River Park pets and their owners. 
Lately, it seems to be all about dogs most days 
for her, but I have seen her in action on Facebook 
assisting with recently found turtles, skunks, and 
baby ducks.  She is a tireless resource on so 
many levels.
When I asked Kathleen how this all started, 
she said that she has always been interested 
in helping animals whenever it was possible. 
Growing up as a child, she and her friends would 
look for lost animals in the neighborhood and 
help make temporary “homes” to expedite their 
recovery.
She and her husband volunteered at Happy Tails 
when they first started fostering cats in the early 
90’s. When they bought their first home in River 
Park they were greeted by a stray dog, then 
followed a request to be a block captain. Welcome 
to the neighborhood!
I asked her if she had a favorite story, she said 
that there were so many, but there was one that 
sticks out. Someone had posted information about 
a found dog that they presumed was dumped. The 
dog was walking on sore paws and was tired and 
hungry. Kathleen took it upon herself to try and 
find its owner.
Kathleen and I ended up working together on this 
one.  In a strange confluence of events I had been 
walking my dogs with my husband when a man 
in a truck rolled by asking if we had seen his lost 
dog. We got his phone number and a description 
of his dog and said we would call if we located his 
dog’s whereabouts.
After arriving home, I saw Kathleen’s online 
post and reached out to her. After multiple 
unanswered phone calls Kathleen was eventually 
able to connect with the dog’s owner and they 
were happily reunited. Never one to stop there, 
Kathleen had an ID tag made for the dog free of 

charge from the Front 
Street Animal Shelter. 
She also provided the 
owner with information 
on how to get his dog 
chipped for only $5.00 
at Front Street. 
“These are the 
rewarding stories, 
seeing them reunited 
and back safe and happy with their families just fills 
my heart,” says Kathleen.  She continues, “There are 
so many great resources out there. I can’t tell you 
how many dogs I find whose owners NEVER thought 
that their pets would run away, but things happen. ID 
tags and microchips are an invaluable tool in keeping 
your fur babies safe. “
Her advice to all pet owners is to invest in microchips, 
$5.00 can buy a lot of peace of mind.  And keep a 
“lost dog” flyer in with your pet’s medical records 
including the breed/mix, photo and a phone number. 
That way if your pet gets loose, your time is spent 
finding your lost pet, not digging through folders and 
running to the copy shop. 
“I wasn’t trying to be an advocate really” she said, 
“I am just trying to offer help and any information to 
help keep everyone and their pets safe.” River Park is 
a great neighborhood thanks to people like Kathleen 
Fitzpatrick.

by Shelley Hescock

Continued on page 9

The River Park Review is published by the RPNA,  
which is responsible for its content. RPNA reserves  
the right to edit and/or reject submissions.

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE
 Business Card: $50  2” h x 3.5” w
 Quarter Page: $75  5” h x 3.75 w 
 Half Page: $150  5” h x 7.5” w
 Insert:  $205  11” h x  8.5” w
 Insert:  $255  non standard size 

For advertising, contact Janet Mason at 736-1132 
or ibd@surewest.net, for article submissions, contact  
Todd Damiano at 402-4641, todddamiano@surewest.net 
-OR- John-Michael Kibrick at 873-7829, 
johnmkibrick@gmail.com

Advertise in the Review
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Send a quality close-up digital photo of your  
River Park pet to: ibd@surewest.net

Park Pets

I’ve had many “wild thing” pets in my life:  Mostly 
birds, an opossum, a squirrel, some snakes, lizards, 
two owls, a crow, several fish, a bunch of polywogs 
that became frogs or toads, some tarantulas and 
others.  Now, I have a hummingbird, or maybe she 
has me.  For the 2nd year in a row, she has chosen 
a bush in my breezeway in which to build her nest.  
Last year, she tolerated my frequent snooping to 
photograph her on her nest; then her chicks from 
egg to fledge and beyond.  Daily, she sits on a twig 
about 18” from my face and looks at me as I stand 
on the step stool to look at her.  A week ago, she sat 
beside me with a beakful of cobweb, then flew to last 
year’s bush, and started building a new nest on last 
year’s branch, and seemed to invite me over to see it.  
I plan to photograph her new family this year, and will 

share pictures with neighbors 
on the River Park Nextdoor.
com website. 
Dick Cosby, Caleb Ave.

What to do if you find a lost dog:
If it has an ID tag, contact the owner ASAP.  If it has a license, 
contact the city of license issue and they may have the 
contact info for you.  A rabies tag can also locate the owner 
through the vet.
Take it to any vet or shelter and they will scan it for an ID 
microchip.  
If it is injured, contact vets or local shelters ASAP! Many 24-
hour vet hospitals will take animals after hours until a local 
shelter is open or will care for the injured animal.
Try not to assume anything if the animal has no collar, we 
don’t know the story & someone may be truly missing their 
pet. There are enough homeless; if it has a home, hopefully 
they can be reunited.
If you can take care of it while looking for an owner:
ALWAYS withhold a few identifying characteristics on your 
“found” ad & flyer so the owner must provide a description. 
Ask claimers to provide a photo and/or vet records.  People 
claim dogs that are not theirs and they can be quite 
convincing but do bad things to dogs.  You’ve done this much 
to help a dog that trusts you, take the extra step and be sure 
the real owner is claiming it.    
Put a free ‘found dog’ ad in the Sac Bee.  www.sacbee.com.  
Click classifieds then “place an ad”. Select “found” under 
miscellaneous.  
Put a ‘found dog’ ad on Craigslist and Nextdoor and 
Facebook (there are pages dedicated to lost/found pets 
too)—but again be very careful of scammers. Withhold some 
info.
Fill out a ‘found report’ for both city and county shelters.
www.cityofsacramento.org/generalservices/animal-care/lost-
animals
www.animalcare.saccounty.net/lostfoundpets/Pages/default.
aspx
Make simple fliers and put up near where you found the dog, 
at pet stores, vet hospitals and intersections as far out as 
you can as the dog may have traveled.  Simply: “Found Dog. 
Date. 
If you cannot catch it:
Please call Animal Control. They do have limited resources 
but someone will come out asap so that it is hopefully 
caught, safe, warm, fed & watered, off the street & out of 
danger.
In the city of Sacramento, call 311 or use “Sacramento 311” 
app on your phone & report a dog in traffic/loose & give 
description, location and direction headed. 
In Sacramento county, call 916-368-7387 n

Continued from page 8River Park Pets

For AVON products, 
contact your local River Park representative!

Mary Lou Tucker
ph & fx 916.457.9702



10
riverparksacramento.net   June 2015

Buffalo Chips Run
As part of the River 
Park community’s 4th 
of July Festivities, The 
Buffalo Chips Running 
Club will be putting on 
the 39th annual 4th of 
July Fun Run. This is a 5 
mile run that starts and 
finishes near the front 

of Glenn Hall Park and winds its way all through the 
neighborhood. There is a half-mile kids run (under age 
10) that starts at 7:45 AM and then the 5 mile run starts 
at 8:00 AM.
The Chips invites runners to come participate in the run 
as great way to start your 4th of July festivities. If you 
can’t join the run, come out and cheer on the runners 
as they go by. The organizers make every effort to 
minimize traffic disruptions, but with over 700 expected 
participants there could be some minor traffic delays on 
the course between 8:00 and 9:30 that morning.
Donations to WEAVE and/or to the American River 
Parkway Foundation are encouraged.  Running is 
what we do for our “freedom,” and these are two local 
programs which both NEED our support to make our 
community richer for all.  Thanks for your generous 
contributions.  100% of all donations go directly to 
these groups as designated by YOU.  Donations may 
be fully tax deductible, but you should consult your tax 
advisor on this.

SUMMER SPECIAL
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River Park Garden Club Update
June ends the 2014-2015 season for the River 
Park Garden club. 
It’s been a good year! We have had a number 
of interesting speakers and our potlucks have 
been well attended. With renewed efforts, our 
membership total has increased. We have had 
record-breaking success in our fundraising 
sales at the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 
but perhaps most importantly, we continue to 
keep River Park beautiful by participating in 
the Glenn Hall Park cleanups, the tree planting 
partnerships and the ongoing maintenance 
of the area around the River Park sign and 
fountain.  Please come join us for the new 
season. 
For information, see the website:
http://riverparkgardenclub.yolasite.com/
or call: Mary Lou Tucker at 457-9702 or
Ron McCormack at 451-7246.

We meet for our potlucks at 6:30 pm on the 
second Thursday of every other month from 
September to June, and our holiday party, in 
November, at Fremont Presbyterian Church.

“Who Built River Park”…A Correction
The following was received from a family member of the original owner at 
300 Messina Drive:

“My father, Carmel “Mike” Messina, my mother, 
Ruth, and I moved into 5601 Moddison Avenue 
sometime around 1950. My father knew the 
people who lived at 300 Messina Drive and told 
them that if they ever wanted to sell it, to let him 
know and he would buy the house from them.  
They called him one day in 1965 and my father 
bought the house and we moved in. I think they 
moved to Florida and I do not know their name.
My father was in the Army, stationed at Mather 
Field during World War II. My mother was a 
WAC working for him in Personnel. I think that 
Wilbur Brand, Jr. was stationed there, too, and 
at some point offered my father a post-wartime 
job working for the real estate firm of Jones and 
Brand and Hullin. (The modern-day version of 
the firm’s name is Jones, Brand and Hullin.)
My father started working at the firm in about 
1946 or 1947. Because Jones, Brand and Hullin 
was involved in the development of River Park, 
my father’s name was used for Messina Drive. 
(I’m just not sure about Ruth Court.)  He worked 
there until 1981 or so and then worked for the 
Lyon Real Estate Company until 1993, when, 
while playing handball at the Elks Club, he died 
of a heart attack.”                  Michael Messina

Expertly Serving East Sacramento Buyers & SellersExpertly Serving East Sacramento Buyers & Sellers

916-454-0323
www.EastSac.com
BRE#01447558

916-454-0323
www.EastSac.com
BRE#01447558
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Date  Time  Block Location   Activity

by Serge Stanich 

Source: http://www.raidsonline.com

River Park Neighborhood Watch Report:

3/30/2015 5:00 am 53XX Callister Ave.   False person receiving property
4/2/2015 9:35 am 54XX Carlson Dr.   VC DUI BA .08 or more
4/5/2015 3:30 pm 53XX Spilman Dr.   Vehicle taken w/o owner consent
4/9/2015 5:50 pm 56XX Monalee Ave.   Burglary Vehicle
4/12/2015 4:20 pm 52XX Huston Ct.   Burglary Vehicle
4/17/2015 4:00 pm 43XX Moddison Ave.   Petty Theft (unlocked)
4/17/2015 7:02 am 1XX  Ada Way    Fraud/Swindle
4/20/2015 12:00 am 38XX Breuner Ave.   Grand Theft (Inside)
4/27/2015 4:30 pm 54XX Carlson Dr.   Petty Theft (unlocked)

Home Safety While On Vacation
With the summer months, many people 
will be heading out to enjoy adventures 
from short day trips to extended travel 
away from home.  While away, the risk of 
one’s home being burglarized increases. 
Remember to implement these simple little 
precautions to protect your home and your 
loved ones.
There is no more clear sign of an unoccupied 
home than a collection of unread newspapers 
accumulating on the porch.  If you are gone for only 
a few days or a weekend, ask a friend or neighbor 
to collect the newspaper and/or mail.  If you will be 
gone for longer, consider having the paper or mail 
held while you are away.
Many burglaries actually occur during daytime 
hours when people are away at work.  While this 
makes the target home accessible, it also limits 
potential witnesses as neighbors are also likely to 
be at work.  However, many professional burglars 
will case neighborhoods at night and identify homes 

to target. As a deterrent, leave on interior 
lights and porch lights on or set on timers, 
and consider leaving on the radio.  Many 
home security systems will enable you to 
control multiple devices such as lights and 
entertainment systems remotely so you can 
monitor your home and turn the lights on 
and off as you would if you were home.

Some pet sitters will stay at your home or make 
regular visits to help keep an eye on your home.  
Even if you don’t have a pet, consider hiring a pet 
sitter who can also water your plants and vegetable 
garden while you are away.  
Most importantly, inform your neighbors who 
can keep an eye out for you and report to the 
police any unusual activity. Also, be available 
for your neighbors.  If you see any suspicious or 
criminal activity, please call the Sacramento Police 
Department by calling either the non-emergency 
number at (916) 264-5471 or the emergency 
number (916) 732-0100.  

CALL FOR BLOCK CAPTAINS!
Block Captains serve as liaison between their immediate neighbors and RPNA, and deliver the 
River Park Review! Contact: Eric Schranz, 916-207-2038, ericrs@surewest.net


