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  Saturday June 11 
  Pops in the Park 
  Live music with River  
    Park’s Q Balls Band     
         6:00 p.m. to ?? 
       Glenn Hall Park 
Bring your dancing shoes 

   Thursday July 21 
     RPNA Meetings 
 

   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
   RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
      Fremont Presbyterian    
                  Church       
             Geneva Room 

 Thursday June 16 
     RPNA Meetings 
 

   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
   RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
      Fremont Presbyterian    
                  Church       
             Geneva Room 

 UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS                       June 2011…..     and beyond 

  Saturday  June 25 

   Glenn Hall Park   
    Volunteer Keep the Park  
      Tidy and Green Day  
        9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m 
     Bring garden tools, hat and  
         work gloves.  It’s fun! 

   Kimberly Teague 

  Wizard’s Pond Closes 
       Café fails again 
 

   After only six months in operation, 
the Wizard’s Pond toy store and its ad-
jacent café have closed.  Owner Ruth 
Villegas said the rent was too high and 
that she and her husband had never in-
tended to stay in River Park beyond the 
term of their first lease. 
  The failure of the coffee shop is only 
the latest in a line of failed food ven-
tures in that space.  Previously the Fire 
Café had opened with high hopes, only 
to fail miserably when the owner dis-
appeared suddenly.  Prior to the Fire 
Café was Javalicious, which tried for 
several years to turn a profit as both a 
coffee shop and a dinner house.  Its 
owners finally threw in the towel. 
  Ruth Villegas points to the lack of an 
“anchor tenant” in the River Park shop-
ping mall and the perennial problem 
(for businesses) that River Park is a 
giant cul de sac with no through traffic.       
Without solid neighborhood support 
only a business that draws substantial 
patronage from outside River Park can 
succeed.  Villegas says Wizard’s Pond 
will continue as an online specialty toy 
store.  She says it’s possible that one of 
the neighboring businesses will expand 
into the space she is vacating. 

 Budget woes are focus of  general meeting 
       Glenn Hall pool will open - briefly 

 
   Budget and public safety issues 
dominated discussion at the annual 
spring River Park General Meeting 
held on April 9th at Caleb Green-
wood School.  Forty-one residents 
attended the meeting to hear reports 
from RPNA, Sacramento City Coun-
cilman Steve Cohn, state Assembly-
man Roger Dickinson, Sacramento 
County Supervisor Phil Serna, and a 
number of other spokespersons from 
the public and private sectors.  The 
well-known county, city and state budget woes were outlined.  Police Captain 
Dana Matthes reported that crime in Sacramento is up while the number of law 
enforcement officers is dropping.  River Park residents were advised to “harden” 
targets that would otherwise tempt burglars.   
   Of particular interest is the situation concerning the swimming pool at Glenn 
Hall Park.  For the third consecutive year, the decimated city parks budget has 
threatened to force the closure of Glenn Hall Pool.  RPNA and Parks Commis-
sioner Jeff Harris have negotiated with the city to purchase recreational swim 
hours again this year.  Councilman Cohn has committed $4000 from the Pops In 
the Park fund while RPNA has committed to raise whatever additional funds are 
needed to keep the pool open this summer.  Please see the enclosed flyer and en-
velope to make a tax deductible contribution, and be sure to come swim at Glenn 
Hall as the weather warms up! 
 
                    Hours of operation for recreational swim in 2011: 
                       Wednesday, Friday and Sunday from 1-5 p.m. 
 
      Pool opens Wednesday June 29th and closes Sunday August 21. 

 4th of July Festival    

RPNA President Steve Harriman 

Steve Cohn       Roger Dickinson        Phil Serna 
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 Jeff Harris                     Anara Guard 

       Fourth of  July Festival organizers promise hot dogs, maybe hot air 

 

   The River Park Neighborhood Association and the River Park Mothers’ Club have joined forces once again to co-
sponsor River Park’s fantastic Fourth of July celebration.  The annual parade with red, white 
and blue kids, wagons, bikes and floats begins at 10:00 a.m. in front of Caleb Greenwood 
School and ends at Glenn Hall Park.  At the park there will be a bounce house, face painting,     
ice cream and games for the kids.  MatrixArts will have 4 people doing puppet making crafts 
with the kids. Dance 10 will have dancers in costume to take pictures with the kids and give 
one-on-one dance instruction.  Andy Alexis will bring his instrument and accompany Brenda 
Waters playing hands-on percussion instruments purchased at Wizard’s Pond.  
 
   You can also enjoy live music by the Mere Mortals band, traditional American hot dogs, and 
camaraderie with your neighbors.  The organizing committee is still working on a plan to liter-
ally "lift your spirits" by providing early evening hot air balloon rides in the park.  It will be a 
star-spangled day! 
 
   As part of the July 4th festivities, The Buffalo Chips Running Club will be hosting the 34th Annual Free Fourth of 
July Fun Run in River Park.  This is a 5-mile run that winds its way through the neighborhood.  The run starts and ends 
near Glenn Hall Park.  There is also a half-mile kids run (under ten) that starts at 7:45 a.m.; then the 5-mile run starts at 
8:00 a.m.  And it’s free!  Registration begins at 7:15 a.m.  This event usually draws a lot of participants, so expect traf-
fic delays. 
 
   Volunteers are still needed for duties such as setting up tables, chairs, and canopies along with the food and games.  
The organizing committee is considering contracting with an outside vendor to provide the food, but food prep still 
may be needed.  Also ticket sales help is needed and people to actually sell the food and t-shirts.  Folks are also needed 
to simply solicit and sign up new members to RPNA and the Mothers’ Club. 
If you are able to volunteer, please send an email to Kim Teague at kimpossible916@hotmail.com. 
There will be a brief volunteer meeting at Glenn Hall Park on Saturday, July 2nd from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
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Dan 

Eli 

  Our Park  -  Our Responsibility  
  Nothing moves too fast in the Sacramento City Parks Department 
these days - 51% of staff has been laid off, and 22 more park 
workers will lose their jobs pending the new budget in July. This 
means, of course, that River Park residents will be a key factor in 
keeping Glenn Hall Park in good condition. 
 
  The next workday will be Saturday June 25th, from 9 a.m. – 11 
a.m.  The tasks will be mostly hedging around the tennis courts 
and the pool building, finishing the work on the west end Photinia, 
and generally cleaning up the parking lot area. The idea is to get 
the park looking good for the July 4th festivities.  As before, or-
ganizer Jeff Harris will supply refreshments and some tools. If you 
have hedge shears, please bring them as well as gloves.  Also, re-
member that it will be hot, so consider bringing a hat and water 
bottle!  Harris will send out a reminder notice in mid June. 
 
  The CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) improvements are complete at Glenn Hall. The new parking lot 
lights are functional, and the feedback on the new gate has been very positive.  The county is going to enforce the parking fees at 
other entrances to the river (Howe and Watt Avenue facilities).  This leaves Glenn Hall Park as one of the only free access points 
to the American River Parkway, so it may be that Glenn Hall Park and Paradise Beach will attract more visitors this summer from 
outside the neighborhood.  The Sacramento Police Department is happy to have the new gate in place, and Police Captain Dana 
Matthes has committed to the same level of enforcement that we have enjoyed for the last two years.  
 
  Only 3 community pools (out of 13) will be open next year if Parks and Recreation Department recommendations are adopted.  
Glenn Hall Pool will be closed.  Twelve community centers are slated for closure, including Clunie and East Portal.  Clunie li-
brary would remain open. Coloma Center would remain open. The city’s advisory Parks Commission opposes the Parks Depart-
ment plan and is seeking ways to keep more pools open in 2012, and develop more revenue for parks maintenance.  
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Dan 

Eli 

Yi-Jen 

 Take a chance!  Send a quality close-up digital 
  photo of your River Park dog to   
          editor@riverparksacramento.net    

Dogs of  
River 
Park 
 Ginger, a 
black Labrador 
is 8 human 
years old and 
lives with 
Miriam and 
Vince Purcell 
on Spilman 
Avenue. 
Ginger is off-
season now, but 

when the leaves fall she loves to help her parents 
rake them up.  Actually she just likes playing in 
the leaves which is exactly appropriate.  Ginger 
truly loves her life in River Park! 

 SUMMER SPECIAL 

  It’s a new sign, but an old situation.  The deserted 
lot just south of the River Park shopping mall on Carl-
son used to be the site of a Union 76 gas station.  
About 20 years ago the station went out of business 
(another example of River Park not supporting its 
own).  Since then the land has been cleaned of toxic 
residue.  Realtor John Newton says a gentleman in 
Southern California currently owns the land and is 
asking $299,000 for it.  Newton sees its best use as a 
multi unit housing development, but in recent years 
there has been a fond wish that the land could become 
a community garden where River Park residents could 
work together and grow wonderful fruits and vegeta-
bles.  We can always wish. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
WHO:  Everyone!  Invite your friends and family.  Kids with their finest red  
  white and blue ensemble on feet, bikes, wagons, skateboards etc. 
 
WHAT: A parade to Glenn Hall Park via your chosen mode of transport. 
 
WHEN: Monday, July 4, 2011.  Assemble at 10:00 a.m.  Leaving at 10:20 a.m. 
  SHARP! 
 
WHERE: Assemble at Caleb Greenwood School on the front lawn.  Parade will wind  
  around school and then down Carlson to Glenn Hall Park where the Mother’s  

Club will be selling ice cream; and the RPNA will be hosting a Festival with 
games, live music, and food & drinks for sale. 

 
 
Registration will occur before the parade on the Caleb Greenwood School front lawn.  All 
parade participants will receive ribbons; and prizes in two age groups (five years old and 
under & six years old and up) will be awarded prizes for first, second & third place in the 
following categories: 
 
        Most Patriotic      Most Original      Most Decorated      Best Overall 
 

               
 

Fourth of July Firecracker Parade Registration Form 
(to be completed & submitted to a Parade Volunteer 

PRIOR to parade start at 10:20 a.m.) 
 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Age:  ____________     Contact Number (in case you leave): __________________ 
 
Description of your costume / decorations: 
 
 
 
 
Category that best fits:         
 

  Most Patriotic        Most Original        Most Decorated    
 

 

River Park 17th Annual 
Fourth of July 

Firecracker Parade 
 

Sponsored by River Park Mothers Club 
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   Repairs of  H Street bridge coming this fall 

This story courtesy of The Sacramento Press. 
 

   The silver bridge over the American River on the edge of River Park will be 
renovated and resurfaced later this year.  Assistant Civil Engineer for the state De-
partment of Transportation Josh Werner says the bridge was built in 1932, and im-
provements were last done in 1991 and 1992 to widen the bridge and reconstruct 
the bridge approach on the east side.  Department of Transportation Engineering 
Services Manager Nicholas Theocharides says that while the work being done is 
nothing major and fairly routine, it is important for a number of reasons.  “For ex-
ample,” he said, “joint seals allow for expansion in the heat and contraction in the 
cold of the structure.  If those seals are not in good repair, rocks can get in, and 
when the bridge expands again with the weather, this can lead to damage.”  “It’s a 
very important preventative measure,” he added.  He said the same of resealing the 
bridge deck – the actual street driven on – in order to prevent air exposure and wa-
ter penetration, which would eventually corrode the reinforcing steel in the con-
crete.  Initial designs were created to repair damaged joint seals, seal the bridge 
deck, repair chipped concrete and add a concrete approach slab at the west end of 
the bridge.  But as a result of the discovery of new damage to the concrete slab at 
the east side of the bridge, further repairs were added to the design, which were 
approved at the May 3rd Sacramento city council meeting.  Theocharides said the 
addition of those repairs brings the total cost of the design phase to about 
$113,000.  The project was initiated by complaints from neighbors over the past 
year about damaged joint seals that are causing a lot of vehicle impact noise.  The 
joint seals are protected by a plate, which is actually what is making all the noise.  
Werner said that the use of a joint plate to protect the seals is an old method and 
that the old joint seals will be replaced in the renovation project.  Theocharides 
said the design phase of the project should be done in the next month or so and, 
once completed, it will be about eight to twelve weeks before construction can be-
gin.  Actual construction will last a couple of months, during which one lane in 
each direction will remain open.  Theocharides said Sacramento residents can ex-
pect a fully renovated bridge by the end of this year.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

On April 14th, third and sixth graders at Caleb Greenwood 
School in River Park experienced A Touch of Understanding 
disability awareness thanks to the generous donations of for-
mer school board candidate Mary Hernandez and the River 
Park Neighborhood Association. Students had the opportu-
nity to briefly walk in the shoes of people who are blind, have 
autism, have physical disabilities and wear prosthetic devices. 
River Park’s own Joel “Tall Drink” Davis was among the 
group of speakers who talked to students about what it was 
like to live with a disability. One student commented, “ I 
never knew how challenging it could be to have Autism.”  
Both teachers and students alike benefited in this designated 
time which focused on considering people with disabilities in 
our community. It also provided a safe place for students to 
ask any questions they wished. This special day has become 
one to look forward to by the younger students at Caleb 
Greenwood who observe their elder classmates experiment-
ing with assistive technology and having the opportunity to 
interact with speakers from the greater community. 

       Learning what it’s like 

        Neighborhood 
computer network easy 
              to join 
 
  The best way to stay informed 
and up to date about what’s hap-
pening in River Park is by using 
one or both of the two neighbor-
hood computer listserves.  Lost a 
dog?  See something suspicious?  
Got something to sell?  These in-
teractive computer listserves are 
already used by hundreds of River 
Park residents.  To sign up for the 
RiverParkBlog Yahoo Group 
just email to the moderator of the 
listserv at   
rpna-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  
 
  River Park’s other electronic 
meeting place is the River Park 
List (RP List).  To become a 
member of RP List, visit 
www.riverparklist.com and fol-
low instructions you’ll find there.  
Both listserves are free. 



 

 

    River Park Review                                                Page 6                                               June-July  2011     

 

Angela Scripa on Sandburg was the first person 
to find and notify the editor  about the egregious lack 
of verb agreement on 
page five of the most 
recent issue of the 
Review.  As usual 
several others called 
with real or imagined 
typographical/word 
use errors.  But An-
gela was the first with 
a genuine error to re-
port and thus she ob-
tains the honors.  
With skill, bravado, 
and determination, you could be the next winner. He 
(or she) who hesitates is lost. 

April 2011 - Bike accident month 
    

  Two bicycle accidents, one fatal, during the month of 
April emphasized again the dangers of the massive inter-
section at the entrance to River Park.  In the dark early 
hours of April 1st, Sac State student Arlene Sasse died 
after she was struck while riding south on her bicycle at 
Carlson Drive and J Street, near the Sac State Esplanade 
entrance.  Sasse’s bike 
did not have the le-
gally required front 
light and rear reflector.  
The driver of the vehi-
cle that hit her was not 
charged. 
   On April 29th, a 
male resident of River 
Park was hit while on 
his bicycle at the inter-
section of Carlson and 
H Street.  The cyclist was conscious and was taken away 
by ambulance.  This accident occurred in mid-afternoon. 
   Both of these accidents happened a little more than a 
year after another bicyclist died after being struck by a 
car near Carlson and H.  There are now two white 
“ghost” bikes within sight of each other marking the spot 
where the two bikers died.  East Sac Bike shop is increas-
ing its emphasis on bicycle safety by offering bike safety 
seminars.  Some River Park residents have called for a 
major redesign of the entire intersection which often frus-
trates and frightens the drivers of four wheeled motor 
vehicles as well as bicyclists and pedestrians.  With no 
government funds available for a major redesign, every-
one is advised to rededicate themselves to caution when 
entering the intersection. 

  Yard Waste Collection Program 
Many folks in River Park have been asking for clarification 
on the yard waste collection program.  City residents have a 
choice of 2 programs, including "containerized" and "loose 
in the street.”  According to the Department of Utilities, 
more than 100,000 City households currently participate in 
the containerized yard waste collection program. Container-
ized customers must use a 96-gallon yard waste container 
for weekly collection and may place yard waste loose-on-the 
street for collections 8 times per year during the following 
peak seasons.   

ο January - collection second week 
ο February - collection last week 
ο May - collection last week 
ο October - collection last week 
ο November and December - collection a minimum of every 

other week 
 
After the May collection, containerized customers will not 
receive another loose in the street collection for 5 months. If 
you are a containerized customer, please help keep River 
Park clean by placing yard waste only in your container.  
Call 311 if you have questions or wish to switch programs. 
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               River Park crime reports:  March - April 2011 
 March 2  8:00 a.m.     600 block of Dittmar    Residential Burglary 
 March 12  6:30 p.m.  5400 block of Carlson Dr. Missing Person 
 March 18            10:30 p.m.   5100 block of Teichert   Petty Theft 
 March 20  Unknown Time               100 block of Ruth Ct.   Petty Theft 
 March 28  4:50 p.m.  5400 block of Carlson Dr.  Injury Auto Accident 
 April 2   2:00 a.m.  5900 block of Shepard  Vehicle Burglary 
 April 7    9:00 p.m.  5400 block of Spilman               Petty Theft 
 April 7             11:00 p.m.  5200 block of Callister  Grand Theft 
 April 17            11:30 p.m.   5200 block of Minerva   Stolen Vehicle 
 April 19  2:00 p.m.  3800 block of Moddison  Residential Burglary 
 April 20            11:30 p.m.   5600 block of State Ave.  Residential Burglary 
 April 29   4:45 p.m.  Carlson near H St.  Non-Injury Auto Accident 
               A discarded syringe was found in the grass behind the kids’ playground in the park on April 15th. 

                  Sign up now for River Park Night Patrol ! 

 

   This year marks the 18th year of operation for the River Park Night Patrol! It is the longest running program of 
its type in Sacramento and the relationship we have forged with the Sacramento Police Dept. is very strong. Our 
crime stats are among the lowest in the city, but we still have problem areas - petty larceny, DUI, drug sales, and 
the occasional confrontation. 
   Last year we had an increased incidence of crime in and around Glenn Hall Park. The new gate, bathroom re-
models, lights and camera will help simplify patrol tasks and aid the police in responding to calls, as most of the 
crime in our neighborhood is associated with the park. Police Captain Dana Matthes was able to allocate extra re-
sources to our area due to the number of calls generated through our neighborhood watch/night patrol program. 
The same will be true for 2011 assuming that our patrol is active. Night patrol will begin in late May, and continue 
through Labor Day. An email with details is being sent to all previous volunteers. Any new volunteers are wel-
come to contact Jeff Harris via email at cadence@surewest.net for orientation information. Thanks to all past and 
future volunteers for keeping our neighborhood one of the best places in the city to live and raise a family. 
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Andrea Schroeder at 454-4200 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, Sacra-
mento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Steve Harriman               RPNA President   208-5329      president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Andrea Schroeder                            RPNA Membership   454-4200                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Jeff Harris                                         Night Patrol Coordinator                           455-0996                   cadence@surewest.net 
   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
   Janet Mason               Newsletter ad sales   736-1132    ibd@surewest.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is published 
by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars to the first person 
who finds a typo.  ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Biz Card: $50; Biz Card-Plus: $75; Half-page $150; Insert: $205. 
Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep.  Great job!                                           

2011 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In Brief 
 
• "First Fridays" picnics begin June 3rd at 5:30 p.m.  First 

Friday is a fun, informal, bring your own picnic in Glenn 
Hall Park.  The River Park Mothers’ Club has reserved the 
picnic area at Glen Hall Park and it is open to all friends 
and neighbors to come out and enjoy our park and com-
munity.  We will be collecting household items such as 
Kleenex, dish soap, kids toothpaste, diapers and nonper-
ishable foods for the Sacramento Children's Nursery.   

 
• With summer right around the corner, please keep in mind 

that if you happen to have extra fruits or vegetables from 
your garden that might possibly go to waste, they can be 
donated to the River City Food Bank located at 1319 27th 
Street. Call Tanya Dragoo at 396-1628 for more info. 

 
• The annual Great American River Cleanup will be on 

Saturday September 11 from 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Every-
body gets a big plastic bag and scours the levee and flood 
plain for trash and has fun doing it. 

 
• Silvio Suine did a beautiful job of tidying up the rose gar-

den on Moddison.  This is quite far from his home on Er-
lewine, but you do see it as you drive in that direction.  
It’s a beautiful little spot now.  Thanks Silvio! 

 
• The River Park Neighborhood Association now has 674 

paid members.  The latest to join are: 
 
 McKenzie Cox and Kevin Zumwalt   
  James Emanuel and Moore household 
 Rex and Shelley Hescock      
 Little Panda Chinese Food      
  Roy and Sarah Schutzengel     
 
             To join RPNA call 454-4200 or email  
             membership@riverparksacramento.net 
 

                  
    Places to go (on the web) and people to call 
                         
           Call the city anytime about anything    3-1-1 
 
      Sacramento Police emergency   9-1-1  or  264-5151 
            Sacramento Police non-emergency    264-5471 
                Power’s out?  Call SMUD     888-456-7683 
                Fire!  Call  9-1-1  or  264-5031 
                Mayor Kevin Johnson   808-5300 
 
                  City Councilman Steve Cohn   
       scohn@cityofsacramento.org   or call 808-7003 
 
            County Supervisor Susan Peters     874-5471   
 
                  City Animal Control     808-7387 
 
   What’s the weather? www.wrh.noaa.gov/Sacramento 
 
  City of Sacramento Neighborhood Services Department: 
               http://www.cityofsacramento.org:80/ns/ 


