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         UPCOMING  RIVER  PARK  EVENTS    June 2008….    and beyond 

 

      Friday  July 4 
 Independence Day Parade   
            and  Festival 
    10 a.m. near Glen Hall Park 
     Kids Parade, hot dogs, games,   
     bounce house, music, dancing 
     Famous River Park Event    

           Fourth of July Festival  10 a.m.  Glen Hall Park!                
          

 Saturday  June 14 
       Pops in the Park 
          6 p.m. to  9 p.m. 
             Glen Hall Park 
Live music with  “Q Balls” band 
                  It’s free! 
         Food and drink for sale 

  Thursday June 19 
      RPNA Meetings 
   Block captains  6:30 p.m. 
     RPNA Board  7:30 p.m. 
            Geneva Room 
 Fremont Presbyterian Church 

   Saturday  June 14 
      Sidewalk office hours 
    City Councilman Steve Cohn   
   Carlson Drive at Sandberg Drive  
         4:00 p.m.  to  5:30 p.m. 
 
        Come talk about anything 

  The Paradise Beach scene is in full 
swing, drawing hundreds of day trippers, 
the great majority of whom do not live in 
River Park and have no interest in this 
community.  There are laws prohibiting 
certain behaviors, park rangers have been 
seen there, and the sheriff’s helicopter 
sweeps by, but it is essentially a wide 
open beach party.  Relatively few resi-
dents make it to the party, but the atten-
dees from other neighborhoods leave lots 
of trash and often exhibit offensive behaviors.  It’s been toler-
ated for decades and no doubt will continue to flourish.   
  A new Neighborhood Night Patrol is being formed.  At least 
30 River Park residents have already volunteered.   To volun-
teer for the River Park Night Patrol please contact Jeff Harris 
at 455-0996 or email Jeff at cadence@surewest.net 
  Here’s a video look at Paradise Beach last Labor Day. 
 No county permit was obtained for Skimfest ‘07. 
  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCDh5FzZd0M 

 
  In case you do trek down to Paradise or to any 
other body of water, bring and use a life jacket.  
The American River has already killed several 
unwary recreationists this spring.  Based on past 
years’ experience, it’s inevitable that more peo-
ple will drown this summer.  It’s more 
powerful than it looks.  Wear a life vest. 

 
  Just across the American River, Cal Expo is suddenly 
the preferred site for a new NBA / Kings arena and a 
major makeover.  Negotiators have given themselves 
six months to finalize a deal, but there is already in-
tense speculation on how changes there could affect our 
neighborhood here.   Comments on the computer listserves indi-
cate that noise and traffic are worries, but that proximity to a 
revitalized Cal Expo is attractive to many.  There’s speculation 
that another bridge across the river may be needed.  Bicyclists 
want to make sure they can get there safely.   
 
 

  There’s concern that more drivers will enter River Park thinking 
there’s a shortcut to the freeway.  If built, the new arena would 
also be a large indoor concert venue, but would a smaller, louder  
outdoor theater such as once existed at Cal Expo be built as well? 
 
  The controversy over high schools has not been resolved, but 
some decisions have been made.  The Sacramento City Unified 
School District board in May voted down the plan to open 
Marian Anderson Elementary as a high school this fall.  The sug-
gestion to use Kit Carson Middle School as a temporary high 
school for east Sacramento kids was also rejected.  School activ-
ists still have their sights set on the old Sacramento High School 
campus, now used by the St. Hope charter high school.  Mean-
while River Park high school students have nothing close by, but 
can choose Rosemont, McClatchy, West Campus, Hiram John-
son, or a variety of smaller public and private schools, in-district 
or out.  Just none close by. 
 
 
 
 
 

         Paradise Beach: blessing or curse? 

 
   Brenda Jew Waters, main organizer of the Arts in River 
Park festival, says it was a great success.  Over 3,000 people 
attended the May 10 event inside and outside the Scottish Rite 
Temple.  Waters said everybody had fun but next year she 
hopes to have even more children’s activities and events. 

      Arts in River Park 2008 
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    Rachel and Eleanor 

  
 Take a walk by the park some 
afternoon, just past the kiddie 
playground, and you’ll likely  
see Joe Kramer sitting con-
tently in front of his opened 
garage, sipping a glass of wine 
he made himself. 

      Bird saga continues 
  The East Sacramento News reports in its May 15 
edition that River Park has “won its battle” with the 
night herons.  But a few herons have been spotted 
this spring, although there are no confirmed nesting 
sites in River Park.  The herons are stealthy but 
twigs and odious bird droppings will be obvious if 
they choose to brood.  If herons are trying to nest in your tree, 
RPNA has deterrent tools to loan (noisemakers and bright lights) 
and RPNA can advise on what can and cannot be done because of 
the herons’ protected status under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  
RPNA’s Jeff Harris is the one to call at 455-0996 or email Jeff at 
cadence@surewest.net 

That little old winemaker… He     

 Joe, and some other buddies in River Park, have been making 
premium wine in their garages since 1972.  Joe prepares several 
red and white varietals (not Chianti) but is a big believer in 
blended wines.  Three French oak barrels receive the juice of the 
thousand pounds of Sonoma and Amador County grapes that are 
delivered to his driveway once a year.  With his skill and tools 
Joe can produce 300 bottles from one barrel.  He bottles, corks, 
and labels his product, then gives most of it away as gifts.  Joe 
grew up in a family of at-home winemakers but went on to be-
come a geologist and head of the Science and Environmental 
library at Sac State.  A few years ago Joe and several other River 
Park winemakers semiseriously formed the Associated Vintners 
of River Park.  But Joe is the Godfather.   
 Joe loves to talk about wine and will probably offer you a glass 
if you show interest.  What’s holding you up? 

          Hanifen confirmed as principal 
 The Caleb Greenwood School community breathed a sigh of relief  May 15 
when the Sacramento City Unified School District board confirmed Chris-
tine Hanifen as permanent principal.  Hanifen had served as acting principal 
at Caleb since the fall of last year.   

 A sadder avian event was noted on May 15 by Larry 
Holberton on Moddison. 

 Some of you may have seen the mated pair of wild 
ducks who have adopted the 5600 block of Moddison 
as their home away from home. My  
wife takes great delight in feeding and providing fresh 
water, and watching their antics. They've become so 
trusting, they walk across her feet to get to the water 
dish. The male follows and protects the female, al-
ways allowing her to eat first, drink first, and settle 
down to a good old preening session before taking 
his own drink or bite.  
 Tonight, one of River Park's own took great delight in driving over  
one of the ducks. The female, always in the lead, safely made it to  
the corner of Messina and Moddison, but the male wasn't so lucky. At least 
two witnesses saw the driver aim at the male and speed up,  
hitting him and rolling him over, breaking his neck, crushing his  
skull. My wife was one of them. By the time they got there, the  
driver was gone, the female duck was alone on the lawn, and the male lay 
twitching in the street. Kathy moved him to the lawn, but the bloodstains 
remain. C'mon back and check your work, you bum.  
You couldn't slow down. You couldn't drive around him, or stop  
completely till he was out of the way. You had to hit him. A life,  
even one so mundane, was worth nothing to you. 

The vehicle in question was a silver sedan.  The duckess has reportedly remated. 
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               Sac State Calendar of Events 
                 Http://calendar.csus.edu/CampusCat.asp 
       Sports, art, music, theatre, new bookstore, great library            

           April 2008 River Park crime reports: 
 April 3        7:10 a.m.     Larceny-Theft           Sandberg near Camellia 
 April 5        5:55 a.m.     Burglary-Vehicle       Sandberg near Roger 
 April 12      4:30 p.m.     Larceny-Theft           Glen Hall Park 
 April 17      2:00 p.m.     Drugs/narcotics        Ruth Court 
 April 19      6:30 p.m.     Burglary-Vehicle       Camellia near Messina 
 April 22      6:30 p.m.     Larceny-Theft           Messina near Shepard 
 April 24      8:00 a.m.     Burglary-Vehicle       Scottish Rite lot 
 April 25      3:00 a.m.     Larceny-Theft           Messina near Shepard 
 April 25      2:00 p.m.     Larceny-Theft           Spilman near Ada Way 
 April 26      2:30 a.m.     Burglary-Vehicle       Gunther Way 
 April 26      5:30 p.m.     Burglary-Residence  Sandberg near Balboa 
 April 28      6:15 p.m.     Vandalism                 Glen Hall Park 

Padres float by 

 

 On April 15th, a Tuesday, at approximately 6:45 p.m., 
I was driving into the Park, approaching Messina on 
Carlson.  Other cars were coming and going, some 
slowing down to look but not stop!  I could see a 
woman who had fallen in the street, trying to gather 
herself and all she had dropped.  No one stopped to 
help her.  As I slowly approached I could tell she 
needed help so I pulled over to see what I could do.  
She was stunned, injured, and bleeding with a gash on 
her hand and knee.  Her name is Debbie, a teacher 
and River Park resident.  She was taking a break from 
correcting papers to do a small load of laundry across 
the street.  In her haste to cross the street and watch 
for traffic, she lost her footing and fell. 
 I made sure she didn’t need to go to the hospital and 
then gave her a ride home. 
 Come on folks.  Slow down and help your fellow man.    
I don’t care if she is a bag lady. 

Typo finder strikes it rich 
    
  Diane Fattig found the typo in the May 
issue and thus receives the paltry but sym-
bolic award. Actually she found a half 
dozen typos.  Diane is a deposition reporter 
and finds typos in everything she reads.   
   Diane has graciously agreed to proofread 
future issues of the River Park Review. 

      Summers Sizzle for Sac State Events 
 
 Whether it be water sports, camping and outdoor activities, science 
adventures, athletic instruction, musical performances or academic 
competition, Sacramento State has kids and families covered. 
 
Academic Talent Search fast-paced summer courses for sixth-to ninth-grade 
students in a diverse range of subjects. One, three, and five-week courses are 
available from June 16 to Aug. 8.  (916) 278-7032 
Science Adventures Summer Camp nine week-long sessions from June 23 
to August 22 include “Gizmos, Gadgets and Goop” "Space and Rocketry” plus 
“Science Detective and Extreme Sports.” (888) 458-1812 
Sacramento State Aquatic Center at Lake Natoma kayaking, water skiing, 
windsurfing and white-water rafting.  Ages 7 to 17.  (916) 278-2842 
Peak Adventures Youth Camp three camps for participants ages 9 to 18. 
(916) 278-6321 
Sacramento State Athletic Camps day camps on baseball, softball, volley-
ball and soccer for youngsters as well as teens.  (916) 278-6481 
Summer Jazz Camp for the older kids and adults, featuring the Jim Widner 
Big Band.  July 6 to 11.  Students not only learn from, but also study with, play 
with, and listen to jazz musicians of the highest caliber. (916) 278-7987 

        Abe and Diane 

 

 Handyman Service    
 

FOR ALL YOUR HANDYMAN NEEDS 
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE, AND MORE 

  LICENSED & INSURED  SBL. #627892 
            CALL GREG  (916) 616-0773 

Good Samaritan aids fallen teacher 
  River Park resident Joan Aroz describes a recent event in our 
neighborhood: 
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Bill Piper at 455-8539 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Matt Mitchell               RPNA President   736-2029    president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Bill Piper                             RPNA Membership   455-8539                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is 
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars 
to the first person who finds the typo.    ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Business Card-Plus: $75; Business Card: $50; Insert: $150 
Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep.  Great job!                               
 

2008 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In brief:     

“Providing Memorable 

Paid Stipend 

Learn About Other Cultures 

Convert Extra Room To Cash 

Form New Relationships 

www.iha-usa.com | 916.684.8909 | info@iha-usa.com 

Host an International student, visiting 
professor, intern, post-doctoral 

scientist or business traveler. 

• Are you a member of the River Park Neighborhood Association? 
       The RPNA board has decided to send renewal notices to all 2007 
        RPNA members who have not paid their 2008 dues.  You know  
        who you are (maybe).  If you receive a renewal notice, pay your 
        ten dollars using the postage-paid envelope you’ll receive. 
 
• Your next opportunity to donate blood will be Sunday June 15. 
        The Bloodmobile will be parked on Carlson across from the school  
        from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Give it up. 
 
• To volunteer for any River Park Neighborhood Association event   
        please call Lupita Cortez-Alcala at 254-5555 or email 
        lcortez916@yahoo.com 
 
•  To volunteer at Caleb Greenwood School please contact Principal  
         Christine Hanifen at 277-6266. 
 
• RPNA needs help organizing the 4th of July Festival.  Call Steve 

Harriman at 716-2765 or email him at  harriman@surewest.net   

• The new RPNA tee shirts have arrived. 
        Soon everyone will wear one, but you can be among 
        the first.  They’ll be for sale at the July 4th Festival 
        and will be offered as prizes and rewards for good    
        deeds such as participating in the new Neighborhood  
        Watch.  Who is this guy? 


