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UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS  
June 2 

Neighborhood  
Pancake Breakfast  

RPNA 
Mother’s Club 
Garden Club   

8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Caleb Greenwood 

School 

June 21  
RPNA Meetings  
Block Captains  

 6:30 p.m.  
RPNA Board 

7:30 p.m.  
Geneva Room 

Fremont Presbyterian 
Church 

June 3 
Blood Drive 

Sunday 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m.  
Bloodmobile  

5458 Carlson Drive 
 

Blood drive hosted  
45 donors in March 

June 9 
Pops-in-the-Park 

 
Tom Rigney & 

Flambeau  
Saturday 

6 p.m.  
Glen Hall Park 

Design Review For River Park? 
RPNA Board hears from city planner 

    The increasing interest in urban living is bringing new families and life-
style changes to older neighborhoods.  People are upgrading their homes 
with additional rooms and living space, oftentimes adding a second floor or, 
essentially, rebuilding the entire house.  The remodeling can either enhance 
a neighborhood, maybe increase property values for everyone, or damage 
the character of the neighborhood  
    In April the City of Sacramento approved an interim design ordinance to 
help protect the distinctive neighborhood character of East Sacramento.  The 
ordinance establishes a set of “triggers” that help determine the level of re-
view necessary for a new or remodeled home.  The ordinance is concerned 
with the scale and overall mass of a proposed home project. 

►Design, p.2  

Greg Taylor, City of Sacramento urban designer, center in above photo, met 
with River Park Neighborhood Association Board members in May to explain 
the new East Sacramento interim design review ordinance.  

Pops-In-The-Park 
Glen Hall Park hosts  
annual concert event 
    Saturday, June 9, beginning at 6 
p.m., a celebration of summer, Sac-
ramento evenings will begin with 
the first of four outdoor evening 
concerts. Subsequent concerts will 
be June 16 at Bertha Henschel Park,  
June 23 at McKinley Park, and June 
30 at East Portal Park.   
    The Glen Hall Park concert fea-
tures Tom Rigney and Flambeau. 
San Francisco Moda magazine de-
scribed Rigney as “Dazzling...a sur-
prising musical experience, vibrant 
and various in its repertoire of 
original compositions. It is hard to 
sit still through the sweet compel-
ling airs and stompin' Cajun melo-
dies played with joyous virtuosity."  
    The Pops-in-the-Park concerts 
are family and friends events.  Pic-
nics, blankets and lawn chairs are 
welcome.  Local vendors sell food 
and ice cream and the music is 
great.  Dancing for kids and adults  
is inevitable and, best of all, you 
don’t have to be a good dancer to 
have fun.   
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Design Review 
From page 1 
    The degree of design review is determined by view-
ing a proposed project within a certain sized envelope or 
imaginary tent.  If the project fits, no further review is 
required.  If it doesn’t fit, the project protrudes outside 
the tent, then additional review is triggered.   
    The ordinance is not concerned with a building’s 
style or architectural design. 
    The interim design review ordinance applies only to 
East Sacramento and does not include River Park.  A 
remodel project in River Park requires a building permit 
but the scale and mass of the project is not considered in 
issuing the permit.  
    Does River Park need a design review procedure?  
River Park homes were built during the 50’s and 60’s.  
The neighborhood character is not the same as East Sac-
ramento.  But could the neighborhood be harmed in 
some way by new development and major remodel pro-
jects? 
    Design review ordinances generally have been in re-
sponse to unregulated “McMansion” development in 
older neighborhoods.  McMansion is a term applied to 
any large scale project that doesn’t fit the scale of other  
homes in the neighborhood.  
    The East Sacramento ordinance was a topic of discus-
sion at the May meeting of the River Park Neighbor-
hood Association.  The RPNA would like to hear from 
residents regarding design review.  Email Dave O’Toole 
at  vicepresident@riverparksacramento.net.  

My, Oh My, Where  
Are We? 

A couple of women and their daughters out walking 
noticed this River Park street sign.  It doesn’t look right, 
but, it’s Messina, anyway, at Sandburg. 
 
The street sign below is at Breuner and Breuner where 
Breuner Avenue makes an easy curving right turn on 
itself. 

RPNA Board Meeting Focus 
    The June 21 RPNA Board meeting includes a presen-
tation and discussion of a possible River Park shuttle 
bus service to the 65th Street RT light rail station: 7:30 
p.m., Fremont Presbyterian Church. 
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Handyman Service    

 
FOR ALL YOUR HANDYMAN NEEDS 

   ELECTICAL, PLUMBING, TILE, AND MORE 
   LICENSED & INSURED  SBL. #627892 

CALL GREG  (916) 616-0773 

Individual Tutoring 
with  

ELIZABETH DE FRANCESCO, M.S. Educ. 
455-3735  

All Academic Subjects, All Grade Levels  
Learn with an instructor who has 40+ years 

of teaching experience 

Pool’s Open 
It’s a River Park 
Treasure 
 Glen Hall Park swimming 
pool opens June 18 and you 
will see some enhancements at 
poolside this year. 
    RPNA worked with the City 
of Sacramento Parks   Depart-
ment to acquire additional 
lounge chairs, tables and um-
brellas for poolside.  In addi-
tion, RPNA will use funds do-
nated by Union Pacific to purchase a few more chairs 
and umbrellas.  Union Pacific donated money to several 

The pool is open from June 18 to August 26.   
Recreational swim hours are: 
  
   Mon/Wed/Fri, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  
   Tues/Thurs, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
   Sat/Sun, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
   Lap Swim hours: Mon/Wed/Fri,  
      11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.  

Pool entry fee, whether or not you swim: 
  Children (12 years & under) ............. $.50 
  Youth (13-17 years) ......................... $.75 
  Adults (18 + years) ............................$1 
  Lap Swim  ...........………………$5 per visit 
     $45 punch card for 20 swims  
 
Frequent swimmer punch cards: 
  # swims .... ...Children ...Teens ......Adult 
  10 ..................$4 ............$6.75 .......$9 
  20 ..................$8 ............$12 ..........$16 
  30...... ............$10.50 .....$15.75 .....$21  

neighborhood associations as compensation for the 
noise aggravation, smoke and soot caused by the rail-
road trestle fire in March.  
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    Bicycling was a big activity in 1955.  River Park children rode their bikes to Caleb Greenwood School every day.  
There even was an annual bicycle decoration and parade day.  Howdy Hoover, in the picture on the left, lived on 
Roger Way and played Little League at a field where the Seventh Day Adventist Church is today.  Hoover now lives 
in his third River Park home on Callister Avenue.  Hoover’s sister Marta is shown in the picture on the right. 
    Hoover asks if anyone remembers where the Post Office was in River Park? 

The Early Days In River Park 
River Park memories 

Cohn’s Sidewalk Office 
    Council Member Steve Cohn has scheduled two 
sidewalk office dates.  He will be available from 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., Saturday, June 9 at Glen Hall Park, the same 
day as the first Pops-in-the-Park event.  His second side-
walk office will be June 23 at the McKinley Pops event. 
    These sidewalk offices are a good time to talk to 
Cohn about neighborhood and city concerns. 

Neighborhood Watch 
Night Patrol Begins 
    The River Park Neighborhood Watch Night Patrol 
started weekend patrols on the Memorial Day weekend.  
Billy Martinez, Night Patrol coordinator, say the patrols 
will continue on weekends through the summer to Labor 
Day.   
    Martinez said he has twelve River Park residents who 
have volunteered for the night patrols.     
    Night patrols are two hour shifts.  Volunteers ride 
with another River Park volunteer.  Volunteers use their 
own vehicles and Martinez provides them with magnetic 
Night Patrol signs that can be attached to the doors of 
the vehicle.   
    The visual presence of the night patrol acts as a deter-
rent to neighborhood crime.  If you are interested in vol-
unteering, contact Billy Martinez at 457-7725 or email 
rvrpk3@surewest.net.     
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New Horizons In  
Landscaping 
    In response to a growing trend towards non-
traditional front yard landscaping, the Sacramento City 
Council, in April, adopted an amendment to Sacra-
mento’s front yard landscape ordinance, which limits 
landscapes to “primarily low growing groundcover or 
turf,” and makes it illegal to grow many perennials, an-
nuals and fruits and vegetables.  The revised ordinance 
now allows the growth of fruits and vegetables.  The 
intent is to create a more sustainable city and encourage 
a diversity in landscaping that will benefit water and 
energy conservation, air quality (from less mowing), as 
well as production of fresh and nutritious foods to name 
a few.  

More Convenient Cleanup 
Days For River Park 
    Individual River Park resi-
dents now can schedule their 
own “neighborhood cleanup 
day” whenever they have the 
need.  You no longer have to 
store piles of old fencing ma-
terials, broken furniture, mat-
tresses, carpet and appliances 
in your backyard or garage waiting for the city to sched-
ule a neighborhood-wide cleanup day.   
    Residents now are provided one free street pickup 
each year.  Call Sacramento City Solid Waste Manage-
ment at 808-5454 to arrange an appointment time.  

Summer Culinary Academy for Youngsters 
    University Enterprises at Sacramento State European trained Executive Chef, Ruedi Egger is offering a Culinary 
Academy for youngsters between the ages of 8 and 14.  This cooking school is an ideal and fun opportunity to edu-
cate and inspire even the most unlikely junior master-chefs. 
    There are two 8-day sessions: June 18-28 for 8 to 11 year-olds; July 9-19 for 11 to 14 year-olds.  Sessions are 
Monday through Thursday, 8:15 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Each session is limited to 24 participants.  For information and regis-
tration, contact Dining Services at (916) 278-6376.  
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Alanna Butterwork  at 457-6445 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Matt Mitchell               RPNA President   736-2029          president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725          rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Alanna Butterworth              RPNA Membership   457-6445          membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Dan Keller               Newsletter Editor   457-5928          dak@surewest.net 
 
To submit an article to the River Park Review, please e-mail information to publisher@riverparksacramento.net. The River Park Review is 
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions. 

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES: Business Card-Plus: $75; Business Card: $50. 

2007 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In Brief: 

Second Saturday Art Show 
   Kritikos Artists will have a show of their various works 
at Javalicious Café from June 1 to July 31.  "Kritikos" is 
a group of nine professional artists, including Diane Ma-
loney, a River Park resident, who have been meeting 
since 1999 to critique each other's work and exchange 
ideas and experiences.  
   A Second Saturday reception is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., June 9 at Javalicious.  Second Saturday 
receptions are free and refreshments are available.  

Support River Park Businesses 
   The River Park Review newsletter is supported by 
local business people, many of whom live in River Park.  
They provide services ranging from bicycles to mas-
sage, educational tutoring, portrait photography, clean-
ing up after dogs, construction and home repair and real 
estate and financial help.  When you have a need, think 
of our business partners.  

River Park Entrepreneur  
   River Park resident Kevin Standfield is opening a new 
family oriented business in Land Park next to the Free-
port Bakery and across the street from a light rail sta-
tion.  The business is Yogurtopia, a self serve frozen 
yogurt shop.  The yogurt is a tangy European style 
made with fresh yogurt and live yogurt cultures.   
   Customers create their own yogurt dessert with an 
array of toppings.  Standfield says the business will be 
open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. weekdays and longer on week-
ends.  

Vandals 
A recent spate of broken store front windows and tire 
slicing in the Elvas and McKinley Boulevard areas has 
prompted the McKinley Park Neighborhood Watch to 
establish a reward fund to assist in the arrest and con-
viction of the vandals.  Vandals struck several busi-
nesses in the area in May.  This was a repeat of similar 
attacks on many of the same businesses in January.   

Rattlesnakes 
   Several people reported seeing rattlesnakes near the 
American River levee this year.  A snake was seen in a 
backyard on Hale Court near Glen Hall Park.  Lee Ruth, 
a resident on Hale Court, was able to kill the snake be-
fore it disappeared into the landscaping or back into the 
park. 
   A rattlesnake also was seen on the levy behind a 
house on Teichert.  That snake got away and slithered 
up the levee.  Another resident reported seeing two rat-
tlesnakes on the levee near the H Street bridge.   
   Rattlesnakes and other snakes are natural to the river 
areas and are seen every year.  It is a good idea to be 
watchful when walking along the levee and river.  

Public Safety Forum 
   The City of Sacramento Police and Fire Departments 
will sponsor a Public Safety Forum, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m., Thursday, June 14 in the St. Francis High School 
theater, 5900 Elvas Avenue. 
    This will be a good time to hear about what is being 
done in the public safety area and to ask questions and 
get authoritative answers. 

 McGovern and Christian Brothers Art 
   Sacramento State Library Gallery will host an exhibi-
tion of paintings by Kevin McGovern and artwork by his 
students at Christian Brothers High School.  McGovern, 
as a youth, lived in River Park.   
   The exhibit opens June 5.  Gallery hours are 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.   There is an opening reception, 5 p.m. to         
7 p.m. on June 8 in the Library Gallery. 

Mothers’ Club Cook Book 
   The River Park Mothers' Club has a new cookbook 
full of wonderful recipes by members.  The books will be 
available for perusal and possible purchase at the 
RPNA Pancake breakfast, Saturday, June 2.  The Taste 
of River Park cookbooks are $8.00. The cover features 
a painting by River Park artist Randy Brennan.  If you 
would like more information on how to order a cook-
book, please leave a message on the RPMC Informa-
tion Line at 505-8756.  


