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Monthly RPNA Meetings 
Third Thursdays

NEXT: Thursday, May 16
Caleb Greenwood Cafeteria
Block captains meet at  
7:00 p.m. 

RPNA Board meets at 
7:30 p.m.

All residents are welcome.

Spring General
Meeting
Saturday, April 27
10:00 a.m. - Noon
Caleb Greenwood Cafeteria
We’ll hear from local law
enforcement, Steve Cohn, 
and get parks & pool info.
All residents are welcome.

Help Rebuild
McKinley Playground
Tuesday, June 4th –
Sunday, June 9th
www.rebuildmckinley.org

Pops in the Park
Saturday, June 8th
Glenn Hall with “Mercy Me” 

(continued on pg. 3)

Upcoming Events

(continued on pg. 4)

It was dinner time on a Tuesday night, 
so I never imagined the baseball park 

would be crowded. “There’s probably 
a team or two practicing on the field” I 
thought, “not a big deal.” Rounding the 
final corner I found that parked cars 
lined both 
sides of the 
street. I then 
realized 
River Park 
Baseball was 
much bigger 
than I had 
anticipated. 
I passed by Ciavarella Field and 
managed to find a parking space 
around the corner. With my camera 
bag in hand I made my way to the 
baseball field. My head was swirling 
with questions, “this is a weeknight, and 
this happens here every night during 
the baseball season?” 
I walked around the crowded bleachers 
on either side of the diamond searching 
for Chip Powell, a long time RP 
Baseball volunteer who agreed to 

Baseball Season in River Park Changes at Caleb Greenwood 
by Todd Damiano by Amy Whitten

Glenn Hall Park
Workday
Saturday, May 18
Pruning and leaf cleanup
9:00 a.m. - Noon
Bring gloves. Tools and 
refreshments will be provided. 
Contact:

Jeff Harris @ 455-0996
cadence@surewest.net

Spring has sprung at Caleb 
Greenwood, which means our 
students and teachers are gearing 
up for their annual California 
Standards Test (CST) taken in May 
each year. We are very proud of the 
work our students have done this 
year, and we are confident that their 
efforts will be evident in our CST 
results. We are just finishing up our 
first school wide unit of inquiry titled 
“How the World Works,” which was 
collaboratively designed by all K-6 
teachers. Students in each grade 
level engaged in a six-week unit of 
inquiry in which they researched 
ideas such as “Watershed and 
Conservation” and “Impact of 
Geological Events on Society” 
and then shared their findings in 
written form, visual media, and oral 
presentations. This was our first 
attempt at implementing the kinds 
of teaching strategies we’ll be using 
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Staying Connected in River Park

(continued on pg. 6)

by Todd Damiano

For several years River 
Park residents have used 
a variety of community 
websites to stay 
informed and connect 
with each other. Those 
websites include the 
riverparksacramento.
net website, the 
Yahoo blog, the River Park list 
serve, and a Facebook page. 
Riverparksacramento.net lists the 
information posted by the RPNA 
and offers contact information for 
various businesses and services. 
One valuable attribute of this site 
is the PayPal feature. This enables 
RP residents to renew their RPNA 
membership online. Because this 
site lacks a feature that allows users 
to exchange information, regular 
updates will be posted to keep local 
residents, as well as those outside 
the neighborhood, up to date. 
The Yahoo Groups River Park Blog 
is another source for local news and 
information. Members are able to 
post messages, photos, and digital 
files. All the information is archived, 
making it a valuable resource for 
those seeking recommendations or 
professional services. However, the 
blog does not provide visitors any 
means of control over the content. 
Discussions on the blog regularly 
reach a boiling point, subjecting 
some visitors to content they neither 
seek nor desire. The moderator of 
the site is a River Park resident, 
previous RPNA board member 
and previous editor of the Review, 
but the Yahoo blog is no longer 
connected with RPNA.
The third option is the River Park list 

serve. After providing 
one’s email address 
to the website owner, 
the user can reach 
all other subscribers 
through email. It’s an 
uncomplicated and 
efficient tool. The 
downside to the list 

serve is similar to the blog in that 
the subscriber cannot control 
the volume of emails that are 
generated. It’s not uncommon to 
receive ten emails, or more, in a 
single day from the list serve. The 
subject of those emails can vary 
from yard sales to crime reports 
to recommended appliance 
repairmen. 
The final online tool used to 
catch up on River Park news is 
Facebook. This a wellknown site 
used by countless millions of 
people around the globe. It has a 
vast array of features that allow 
the user to link accounts and 
access information from virtually 
anywhere. It is a powerful tool, 
perhaps too powerful. Many 
people choose to avoid Facebook 
for legitimate concerns about 
how it will use the personal 
information of subscribers. 
Each of these sites have 
something to offer, but none of 
them alone put the user in the 
drivers seat. With each site, 
the user has no choice but to 
accept whatever information is 
generated. RPNA felt that a fair 
number of RP residents were 
dissatisfied with their experience 
on these existing sites, so the 
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meet with me. The snack bar got my attention, 
surely a bag of popcorn would reduce the void in my 
stomach. But instead I found freshly grilled burgers, 
hot dogs and pizza, so I did not hesitate. Soon after, 
I heard Chip call my name. Newcomers are probably 
easy to spot. We sat down at a nearby picnic table 
and I learned all about River Park Baseball. The 
season officially begins each year on the second 
Saturday of March, and lasts until the Saturday 
before the end of the Sacramento district’s school 
year. The league is comprised of 27 teams, 12 
players each, between the ages of 5 and 12. Rosters 
fill quickly, as do waiting lists, so players who don’t 
sign up early, don’t get in. Each team averages 
roughly 3 local RP players, so the rest of the team 
comes from surrounding communities. That alone is 
a strong indication of the league’s popularity. River 
Park Baseball is not “Little League”, that is a different 
organization. They have tighter restrictions that 
reduce the geographic area from which teams are 
assembled. RP Baseball brings in kids from as far 
away as Natomas and West Sac. What brings them 
to River Park is a welcoming family atmosphere, the 
intimate setting of Ciavarella Field, and the familiar 

faces year after year. Recent improvements to the 
bleachers, and upgrades to the adjacent T-ball field 
have transformed Ciavarella Field into a park where 
friends and families can relax, unwind and enjoy the 
games. All this explains the numerous parked cars  
out front. 
The years of support and the dedicated following 
wouldn’t happen without the hard work of volunteers. 
Snack bar staffing, field maintenance, coaches, 
fundraisers; everything falls on the shoulders of 
volunteers. The only paid positions are those of the 
umpires and a fair number of those umpires used to 
be coaches. After their kids grew up and moved on, 
those coaches didn’t want to step down. Instead, they 
stepped up. They wanted to continue to be a part of 
something special. 

River Park Baseball is going strong because of 
these people who make it happen. Don’t be like me, 
unaware of a treasure in my own neighborhood. Take 
the time to remind yourself why this is such a great 
neighborhood. Head over to Ciavarella Field, grab a 
bite to eat and relax. You’ll wonder why you didn’t  
do it sooner. More info: www.riverparkbaseball.org n

(continued from pg. 1)Baseball Season in River Park
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SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMING CAMP

For more information, visit us at www.sacsynchro.com
To register for the summer camp sessions, email 
membershipsacsynchro@gmail.com or call 692-9366.

SESSION 1

Oki Pool 

•
 

June

 

17,

 

19
 

&

 

21

 
M-W-F only 

Wisseman Drive &  Way

SESSION 2
Southside Pool • June 24-27  
6th Street and U Street

SESSION 3

Glen Hall Pool

 • July 8-11

5415 Sandburg Drive

SESSION 4
Tahoe Pool • July 15-18 
3535 59th Street

SESSION 5  • July 22-25

All sessions are from 9am-Noon
• Cost - $125 per session
• Sign up for 2 or more sessions and

receive $10 off and an opportunity to
swim in our summer show in August

• Swimmers ages 5 and up (must be
comfortable in deep water and able
to swim 25 yards)

• All you need is a swimsuit, towel,
goggles, sunscreen and a smile!

Summer Camp Sessions

The River Park Review is published by the RPNA,  
which is responsible for its content. RPNA reserves  
the right to edit and/or reject submissions.

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE
 Business Card: $50  2” h x 3.5” w
 Quarter Page: $75  5” h x 3.75 w 
 Half Page: $150  5” h x 7.5” w
 Insert:  $205  11” h x  8.5” w
 Insert:  $255  non standard size 

For advertising, contact Janet Mason at 736-1132 
or ibd@surewest.net, for article submissions, contact Jeff 
Harris at 455-0996 or cadence@surewest.net or Todd 
Damiano at 402-4641 or todddamiano@surewest.net

Caleb Greenwood Elementary K-8 School

Saturday, June 8th
Glenn Hall Park with “Mercy Me”

as an International Baccalaureate School, and we 
are very proud of the results. We will be featuring 
the student work from these units at the “IB Gallery 
Walk” during our upcoming Open House on May 
29th. Our River Park neighbors are welcome to 
visit during Open House and see the kind of work 
our students are engaging in as we transition to 
becoming an International Baccalaureate school.    
We will end the school year with traditional 
celebratory events such as Field Day, the Student 
Talent Show, the 8th Grade Picnic, and our 
Kindergarten and 8th Grade Promotion Ceremonies. 
School ends for our students on June 13th, but our 
entire teaching staff will continue their professional 
development in a 4-day International Baccalaureate 
training that we will all be attending at the end 
of June. We are very fortunate to have such a 
dedicated and talented staff, committed to making 
Caleb Greenwood a thriving neighborhood school  
of excellence. n 

(continued from pg. 1)Caleb Greenwood 
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by George Davis

I just walked 
out of the 
house of my 
neighbor across 
the street. I 
interviewed her 
for the River 
Park Review 
and specifically 
our new 
column “Do you 
know_____?” 
The idea is 
each issue of 
the Review 
we focus on a 

resident of River Park (single or couple or family) 
and we give you a snapshot of who they are, who 
they were, who they might become, their favorite 
_____, and just a few short sentences about them, 
and it’s all designed to make River Park feel a little 
smaller, friendlier, tight knit....basically a little more 
like family so that after a while we all know each 
other a little better.  

So, in volume #1, I thought it fitting that we feature a  
“Charter Member” of River Park. Her name is Nancy 
Horat, and she has lived here on Spilman since 
January of 1951. Construction on her home started in 
1950, and was delayed significantly by a huge flood 
when the levee across the river gave way. She and 
her late husband Martin were the first ones to move 
in at this location on Spilman (near Ada). I learned a 
lot about River Park’s history from her. For instance, 
did you know that Spilman and Callister (and maybe 
more) were named for two men and their families 
that lived on those streets already? But more about 
Nancy...she is of Italian descent, and was born  in 
Sacramento in 1928 and has lived here all her life. 
She has one son, two grandchildren and one great 
grandson who was just born. Being Italian, it probably 
won’t shock you to hear that on most any night you 
can find her whipping up her famous spaghetti sauce, 
listening to Frank Sinatra, and maybe watching 
the classic “Godfather” or “Casablanca”. She also 
faithfully attends St. Mary’s Church in East Sac and 
has for many years. She loves to watch “real boxing” 
as she calls it, and her favorite is Manny Pacquiáo. 

Nancy Horat…Charter Member of River Park

(continued on pg. 7)



May 2013
6

How many of you remember that slogan?  I 
sure do, and find it nostalgically comforting 
that we still have “Avon Ladies” who deliver 

cosmetics to our front door – a friendly, 
face-to-face connection that one rarely 
experiences any more in our technology 
driven, fast-paced world.
Mary Lou Tucker is River Park’s very 
own “Avon Lady” and has been selling 
Avon products in the neighborhood for 
a staggering 43 years (at one time there 
were five Avon reps in River Park).  Mary 
Lou and her husband Russell, now retired 
from the Sacramento Police Department, 
moved to River Park in 1969 and Mary Lou 
started selling Avon the following year.  
Avon was founded in 1886 by David 
McConnell, a traveling book salesman who realized 
that his female customers were far more interested 
in his free perfume samples than in his books, 
and were isolated at home while their husbands 
went off to work. At a time of limited employment 
opportunities for women, Avon’s recruitment of 
female sales representatives was a revolutionary 

by Kimberly Teague

concept (it would be another 34 years before 
women in the U.S. had the right to vote).
Mary Lou has always liked sales and has 

enjoyed working for Avon, and has 
no plans to retire. She has around 
90 customers here in River Park, but 
Mary Lou says she doesn’t consider 
them customers, she considers them 
friends. One of my favorite sights in 
River Park is seeing Mary Lou ride 
around the neighborhood on her 
three-wheeled bicycle delivering Avon 
products to her “friends”.
Every time I see the Avon Lady I’m 
reminded of a kinder, gentler time in 
our lives when neighbors opened their 
front door to others - no need for heavy 

duty security doors to keep others out; when 
children played in their front yards and stayed 
outside until dark because parents didn’t worry; 
when the ice cream truck came down the street 
every day in the summer and popsicles were 
25 cents; and when neighbors were our closest 
friends, thanks to women like Mary Lou…. n

e e... Ding... Dong... e e... Avon Calling!

(continued from pg. 2)Staying Connected

Websites mentioned in this article: riverparksacramento.net, riverparklist.com, www.facebook.com
groups.yahoo.com/groupriverparkblog/, nextdoor.com 

(more on nextdoor.com: www.sacbee.com/2013/04/05/5311571/neighborhoods-create-communities.html)

board began to explore other existing community based websites. 
After a fair amount of searching, it was determined that Nextdoor.com was the solution. They furnish, free 
of charge, an open community based domain to thousands of neighborhoods nationwide. Because it is 
designed specifically for communities, it comes set up with separate sections for crime & safety, items for 
sale, lost & found and general news. Subscribers can simply choose the category of the information they 
seek. It’s also possible to create new groups if needed. And most importantly the user has complete control 
of the emails and the information posted on the website. Current RPNA President Phil Pluckebaum is the 
moderator, so the site is tied directly to the elected community members of River Park, and will continue to 
be in the future. Content posted on Nextdoor.com can only be accessed by River Park residents, however 
it is possible to share information with neighboring communities. Another key feature is that police and fire 
departments can make urgent alerts and provide members with updates should that need arise. 
To sign up, go to riverpark.nextdoor.com , simply enter your home address, to confirm you are a River Park 
resident, and supply an email address. That information can be kept confidential if you choose.  Nextdoor.
com is an additional resource meant to provide the community with a user friendly tool to exchange 
information and may prove to be the best method yet for community connection. n
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Her favorite NFL teams are the Steelers and the 
Dolphins, and her favorite presidents are Truman 
and Kennedy.  Speaking with Nancy, who is 
also my friend, is so enjoyable. She is engaging 
and warm and funny; she has a real sharp wit! 
But her soft side shines through so often. She 
frequently brings treats over to my kids while 
they are playing outside, and when she sees a 
good picture of their favorite athlete or team in 
the paper she will cut it out and bring it over for 
them so they can put them up on the walls in 
their rooms. She defines what a neighbor should 
be, and that is good for all of us to remember. 
She recalled to me a time when it seemed 
everyone in River Park was really involved in 
each others lives, and help came before it was 
even asked for. It was a time when it was normal 
to have neighbors over for dinner, or a cocktail, 
or barbecue. It was a time when neighbors 
asked if you were OK when they hadn’t seen you 
in a few days. It was a time when you felt like 
you were part of something bigger and better 
than just you.
She remembers exactly where she was in her 

home for the news about JFK, RFK as well as 
Martin Luther King, the Lunar landing on the 
moon, the Space Shuttle Challenger, 9-11 and 
so many other major world events. She has 
lived here for the Korean War, the Vietnam 
conflict, Gulf War I, and of course the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  And as I sat in her living 
room, which reminded me so much of my own 
grandmothers’ homes, I realized how refreshing 
it is to think that today some people still actually 
stay in one place, one home, one street, one 
neighborhood for decades...or even a lifetime. 
That is comforting to me, because change is 
so evident all around us all the time. New and 
improved isn’t actually always better, and the 
tried and true often persevere. Nancy isn’t just a 
neighbor, she is a cornerstone of River Park. We 
should all aspire to be as outgoing, warm and 
hospitable as she is, because that’s what every 
neighborhood needs. That’s what this country 
needs! So if you see her outside trimming her 
rose bushes or getting her clippings out for the 
“claw” say “Hi” and introduce yourself to Nancy...
she is one of a kind. n

(continued from pg. 5)Nancy Horat

Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
DRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!
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Garden Club Events
Thursday, June 13th

6:30 p.m.
Dr. Mike Baad will present

“CSUS Arboretum, Gem in our Neighborhood”

Events are held at Fremont Presbyterian Church 
Ferguson Hall

If interested in attending, contact:
MaryLou Tucker @ 457-9702

Plant Thieves Strike Again!
We need your help! Recently, several two-year 
old perennials were stolen from the volunteer-
built garden at the entrance to Glenn Hall Park. 
This follows thefts last year in which many Star 
Jasmine plants were stolen the day after they 
were planted. We finally gave up and seeded the 
bed, as this was less expensive than replacing 
the stolen material.
The thief may think that the plants are provided 
by the City but, in fact, they are purchased by  
the River Park Garden Club, which also 
maintains the garden. The Club has limited 
resources and needs your help in catching these 
theives. If you see someone near the Park at 
night with a shovel, please take a picture or get  
a license plate number and call the police at  
264-5471. We will follow up with the steps 
necessary for compensation.
Because of the work of River Park residents, 
Glenn Hall Park’s attractive entrance and well-
kept grounds make it one of the best parks in  
the city. We need the help of everyone to  
keep it that way. n

by Lee Ruth
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Send a quality close-up digital photo of your  
River Park pet to: ibd@surewest.net

Park Pets
My name is Owen and 
I live with my family on 
Spilman Ave. As a 5 year 
old male Weimaraner, 
there is nothing I love more 
than long walks through 
River Park, and playing 
down by the beach. On 
really special days my 
Mom and Dad bring me in 
the car to their workplace, 
where I get to meet really 
nice people all day long. 
And even though I’m a 
pretty big dog at 105 pounds, I am very gentle  

and I  love playing with little 

human kids. If you see me 
on a walk, please stop 
and pet me! 

RPNA Membership Drive a Success
Thank you to everyone who renewed or extended 
their RPNA membership during our spring 
membership drive. We are truly appreciative of your 
generous support. We are pleased to announce that 
RPNA’s membership is strong with 608 members.  
Our membership drive brought memberships from 
over 131 households in River Park, as well as many 
generous donations to RPNA.  

RPNA also warmly welcomes the following new 
members -- thank you and welcome aboard!

Ed Brown

Jason Gasser & Felicity Lyons

Sisters of Mercy

Rich & Ruby Thompson

If you aren’t sure if your membership needs tobe 
renewed, please contact Tamis Reed, RPNA 
Membership Database Manager, at 804.5168 or 
membership@riverparksacramento.net. You help  
to make all that we do possible.  

  Thank you for your support!

Local resident and Garden Club member Leland Ruth is going to receive 
national recognition for his work with cooperative business models. This 

is a very prestigious honor to be presented at the National Press Club on 
May 8th, in Washington D.C.
Closer to home, we know Lee for his countless volunteer hours in 
maintaining the Yermol Memorial, Glenn Hall Park, and for his service on 
the RPNA Board of Directors. If ever there were a title of “Honorary Mayor  
of River Park”, Lee would be a hot contender for the office!
“Ruth’s service on the Agricultural Council of California led to his 
commitment to the cooperative business model. He helped found the 
California Center for Cooperative Development – twice – and  the California 
Association of Cooperatives. He has always used and continues to use his 
service on various boards to promote the cooperative way of business. As 
Co-chair of the national Rural Cooperative Development Task Force, he was 
instrumental in creating the Rural Cooperative Development Grant Program, 

a USDA source of funding for rural cooperative development that now supports the work of 29 cooperative 
development centers across the country. Demonstrating commitment, innovation, and leadership, he has 
mentored cooperative developers, started cooperatives, developed resources for cooperatives, and won 
favorable legislation for cooperatives in California.” We are proud of you Lee! n

Leland Ruth Receives National Recognition by Jeff Harris
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Laminate, Carpet, Hardwood, LVT and Vinyl
We’ve Got It All!

“We’re off the beaten path, but worth the search!”

M-F 9 am - 4pm
Sat 10 am - 2 pmFamily Owned Since 1974!

10265 Old Placerville Road, #14 Sacramento, CA 95827

(916) 366-1672 or (916) 870-0270
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FREEEstimates
Financing
Available

Pool

As of this writing, the city is negotiating  final terms 
with the YMCA for the operation of Glenn Hall 
Pool this season. The date of opening will be June 
15th; swim lessons and swim team details are yet 
to be finalized. The pool entry fee will be $2.00 for 
children, $4.00 for adults. The negotiations will be 
completed in May, and the YMCA contract is on the 
City Council agenda for May 14th  approval. Get 
your swimsuits ready, it looks to warm up soon!

Rebuild McKinley

The community build of the McKinley playground 
is set for June 4th-9th, and we need volunteers! By 
the time you receive your next River Park Review, 
the new playground will be complete! It is going to 
be a destination playground for kids citywide- the 
design is outstanding! Will you have helped to build 
it? Don’t miss this opportunity to be involved in a 
legacy community event. View the design and sign 
up today at: rebuildmckinley.org

Glenn Hall Park Workday

On May 18th, from 9:00AM to noon, we will 
prune and preen our neighborhood park. The 
Spring weather has brought a lot of growth that 
needs attention. Despite the thefts of some of our 
perennials, we will persevere in keeping our park 
beautiful and safe. We meet at the Glenn Hall Park 
parking lot. Tools and refreshments are provided.  
All ages are welcome. It’s a fun job but somebody 
has to do it-bring a hat and gloves and enjoy the 
park and your neighbors! n

by Jeff Harris, PRC Dist. 3Parks Update…Glenn Hall Pool to Open June 15th
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River Park Soccer Club Needs Volunteers!

River Park Soccer Club would like to welcome all 
children who will be 4 yrs. old by August 1, 2013 
through 18 yrs. old to register for the 2013/2014 
season. Practices will start on Aug. 1st, and games 
on September 7th.  
Information on how to register is available online at 
http://www.riverparksoccer.org/. Open registration 
will be through the end of May. Registration after 
June 1st will be on an exception basis.
This past off-season the RPSC board lost five 
board members in Lauren Morgan (Secretary), Rob 
Hewitt (Head Referee), Mike Canty (Head Coach 
and Equipment Manager), Bill Chally (British Soccer 
Camp), and Traci Ghilardi (Club Manager).  
Contact Ed Stimac: manager@riverparksoccer.org 
if you would like to help with one of the following 
volunteer opportunities: 

British Soccer Camp:  
Coordinates the camp that will be held at Caleb 
Greenwood the week of Aug. 5th.This position 
includes a camp scholarship for 1 player and 
a free jersey. Registration for the camp can 
be completed online at http://registration.
challengersports.com/FindACamp/FindACamp.
asp?Method=CampSession&Key=0|1|26291&~=.
Equipment Manager: manages club equipment 
and a storage locker is available.
Communication: responsible 
for assisting with club 
publicity.
Coaches: we anticipate 
some age groups 
needing head coaches 
and we can also use assistant coaches.

Letters to the Editors…If you’re interested in contributing, simply contact either 
Jeff Harris: 455-0996, cadence@surewest.net or Todd Damiano: 402-4641, todddamiano@surewest.net  

put “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your email for identification purposes.
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T Date   Time  Block Location  Activity

2/4/13   7:30 pm 5700 block Callister   Vandalism >$400
2/4/13   10:00 pm 5400 block Carlson   Vandalism >$400
2/6/13   9:59 am 600 block Dittmar   Vandalism <$400
2/14/13  12:00 am 5000 block Teichert   Petty Theft Vehicle
2/14/13  3:00 am 5200 block Moddison  Burglary Vehicle
2/15/13  10:30 pm 5300 block Hale Court  Theft of Vehicle
2/17/13  10:25 pm 5400 block Carlson   Arson of Property
2/26/13  8:00 pm 100 block Sandburg   Burglary Vehicle
2/26/13  7:57 am 5500 block State   Vandalism >$400
3/11/13  2:10 pm 5300 block Sandburg  Vandalism >$400
3/20/13  2:10 pm 5100 block Moddison  Vandalism >$400
3/23/13  11:30  pm 5000 block Moddison  Vandalism>$400
Source: https://www.crimereports.com

River Park Patrol – Volunteers Needed by Serge Stanich 

River Park is widely 
recognized as one of the 
safest neighborhoods in 
the City of Sacramento. 
It is a well-established 
community of longtime 
residents. With few access 
points and a lack of 

through streets, the number of people passing 
through the neighborhood is limited. This 
reduces opportunistic crime. However, with the 
approaching warm weather and summer break, 
River Park will see an increase of visitors wanting 
to access the American River and Paradise 
Beach. Unfortunately, with the warm weather also 
comes an increase in crime.
In response to this scenario, the Neighborhood 
Watch program was developed in the early 
1990s. It’s one of the oldest and most established 
neighborhood watch programs in Sacramento.  
The program, coordinated closely with the 
Sacramento Police Department, is entirely 
supported by volunteers  comprised of residents 
of the community.  
The Neighborhood Watch program includes 
both the Night Patrol and the Daytime Bike 

Patrol. Responsibilities include volunteering a few 
hours a month with a partner to actively patrol 
the neighborhood and alert the Sacramento PD 
to any suspicious behavior. Daytime patrollers 
can be identified by their yellow patrol vests.  
Neighborhood Watch car magnets identify Night 
Patrol vehicles. The most common challenge 
to volunteers is overcoming boredom, since 
most patrol shifts are relatively uneventful. But 
because an active patrol is an effective deterrent 
to potential burglaries and vehicle break-ins, a 
boring night as a Watch Volunteer is a good night.  
Participating in the Neighborhood Watch Program 
can be a fun way to get to know your community 
and neighbors and can help dramatically reduce 
crime.
As the summer approaches, the RPNA is calling 
for community members to participate in the 
Patrol program.  Please consider volunteering a 
few hours to help keep our community one of the 
safest in Sacramento. Once you are added to our 
volunteer list, you will receive detailed instructions 
for Patrol shifts. 
For more information please contact Jeff Harris 
at cadence@surewest.net or Serge Stanich at 
blockcaptain@riverparksacramento.net.. n


