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 Thursday  May 20 
       RPNA Meetings 
   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
    RPNA Board       7:00 p.m. 
 Fremont Presbyterian Church       
             Geneva Room 
   Candidates will be there    

     Sunday June 13 
       CARWASH               
to raise money to keep    
Glenn Hall Pool open    
        9 a.m - 1 p.m. 
 shopping center on Carlson 

  Sign of  the times 

Saturday  June 12 
 Pops in the Park 
      “Because”   
 Beatles tribute band  
      Glenn Hall Park 
            at sunset 

  Thursday  June 17 
       RPNA Meetings 
    Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
     RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
 Fremont Presbyterian Church       
              Geneva Room 
           All are welcome 

  UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS    May 2010…..     and beyond 

   Candidates speak up at forum 
 
Candidates for Sacramento City Council district 3 and state 
Assembly district 9 took questions on April 24 from an au-
dience of 90 at River Park’s Fremont Presbyterian Church. 
The city council candidates answered questions on green 
waste disposal, 
the proposed 
Arco Arena-Cal 
Expo swap, the 
strong mayor 
concept, the 
homeless prob-
lem, and Sacra-
mento's diffi-
cult budget.  
The district 3 
race pits incum-
bent Steve 
Cohn against three challengers: Shawn Eldridge, Chris Lit-
tle, and Jeff Rainforth. 
 
The assembly race is for the open seat being vacated by 
incumbent Dave Jones who is running for state Insurance 
Commissioner.  The candidates, all of whom appeared at 
the forum, are Daniel Costa, Roger Dickinson, Chris Gar-
land, Lauren Hammond, Kevin McCarty, Rick Redding, 
and Adam Sartain.   Issues discussed included Prop 8, the 
open primary initiative, the legislature two-thirds vote rule 
for budgets, schools, government employee pensions, child 
protection, and Arizona’s new immigration law. 
  The candidates forum was sponsored by the Sacramento 
League of Women Voters  and RPNA. 

       Keep our pool open! 

The River Park Neighborhood Association, in conjunc-
tion with the Mother Club, Glenn Hall River Rats 
Swim Team, and the Caleb Greenwood PTSO, is once 
again coordinating a carwash to raise money to pur-
chase open recreation hours at Glenn Hall Pool for the 
summer 2010 swim season.  The carwash is scheduled 
for Sunday, June 13 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in 
the parking lot of the shopping center on Carlson 
Drive.  Shopping center owner Don Ryan has given his 
OK and the new 
California Laun-
dry Centers has 
generously of-
fered their  annex 
as the carwash 
headquarters. 

The City Council 
has not adopted 
the budget for the 
fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, however the outlook is grim for parks and 
recreation programs.  It is highly likely that any open 
recreation hours at the pool this summer will be pur-
chased with money raised at our fundraiser.  The 
neighborhood came together last year with an amazing 
effort, and we are hoping for a similar response this 
year.  Volunteers are needed. Contact Steve Harriman 
at   president@riverparksacramento.net if you are 
interested in contributing to this effort. 
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Sacramento Police Plan Increased Patrols as 
Paradise Beach Party Season Approaches 
 
Spring is an amazing time in River Park.  But spring also 
means summer heat will arrive shortly, which typically brings 
throngs of visitors to our neighborhood to access Glenn Hall 
Park and Paradise Beach.  Most visitors are great, but a few 
bring public inebriation, fighting, reckless driving, drug use, 
vandalism, graffiti, loud music, and park closure (curfew) 
violations. These unlawful activities greatly impact our safety 
and the quality of life in River Park. 
 
Last fall the city abandoned plans to build a fence and turn-
stile entrance to Paradise Beach.  But Sacramento Police 
Captain Dana Matthes is working closely with our neighbor-
hood to develop a strategy for dealing with rowdy, unlawful 
beach visitors.  Captain Matthes reports the following:  
"We plan to employ the same strategy as last year by setting 
the tone early on tough zero alcohol tolerance, heavy enforce-
ment and education followed up by periodic park checks and 
enforcement.  We will again work with the park rangers and 
the neighborhood on these efforts.  As the weather warms, 
the neighbors should see officers on routine patrol including 
our Mounted Patrol. Last year we had our patrol officers, 
POP officers, traffic officers, ABC officers, Mounted Patrol, 
and our Air units work on the "party" type atmosphere which 
had led to fights and serious assaults the year before.  As a 
result, we did see a reduction in the disturbances and as-
saults.  While we made some significant strides, the need still 
exists for continued diligent efforts to continue this progress.   
When neighbors see illegal activity in the park or on the 
beach, we encourage them to contact the Police Depart-
ment.  Based on the 
circumstances, call ei-
ther 911 if an emer-
gency or 264-5471 for 
non-emergencies.  This 
will log a call even if 
we are not able to re-
spond due to higher 
priority calls." 
 

   Neighborhood kids are up and running!  
Caleb Greenwood's annual Jog-a-thon is Friday morning, May 
14th.  During the Jog-a-thon, students make a pledge to jog 
laps for 20 minutes. They will be seeking encouragement and 
sponsors for their efforts to stay physically fit and raise funds 
for their school technology program. 

Last year's Jog-a-thon and Flapjack 5k Run raised the seed 
money to launch a mobile computer lab at Caleb Greenwood. 
With increasing class sizes, the school needs more computers. 
For every $600 earned, a new computer can be purchased. The 
school and the community are rallying around their ef-
forts. Students are collecting pledges for their mobile com-
puter lab and technology program. Give them your support 
when you can. 

For more information or pledge forms contact the Caleb 
Greenwood office at  5457 Carlson Drive or call  277-6266. 
All donations are tax-deductible. 
See you on the track!        

 
           July 4th Fun and Run 
Come and enjoy the Fire Cracker Parade, the Mere Mortals 
band, food, games, and prizes with your River Park neighbors 
on Sunday, July 4, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Glenn Hall 
Park.  Parade begins at Caleb Greenwood K-8 School at 10:20 
a.m. (arrive at 9:50 a.m. to line up).  Hot dogs, ice cream, and 
water will be sold. 
RPNA needs volunteers for food preparation, games, ticket 
and food sales, set up and clean up, and for staffing the bounce 
house. Please email Lupita Alcala at lcortez916@yahoo.com 
or call 254-2555 to sign up. 
As part of the 4th of July Festivities, The Buffalo Chips Run-
ning Club will be putting on the 33rd annual Free 4th of July 
Fun Run in River Park. This is a 5 mile run that winds its way 
all through the River Park neighborhood. The run starts and 
ends near Glenn Hall Park. There is a half mile kids run (under 
10) that starts at 7:45 a.m. and then the 5 mile run starts at 
8:00 a.m. It’s free! Registration begins at 7:15 a.m.   In the 
past few years the run has attracted over 800 participants, so 
expect some traffic delays.  
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Tipping point? 
               670 RPNA members 

Are you a member of the River Park Neighborhood 
Association (RPNA)?   If not, then why not??   There 
are approximately 1700 homes in River Park and 
RPNA is seeking to expand its membership to include 
the majority of households in our community, so it's 
time for you to get involved! 

You spend your summers watching your kids and 
grandchildren swim at Glenn Hall Pool, walking your 
dogs on the bike trail, dancing the evening away at 
Pops in the Park, enjoying snow cones during baseball 
games at Ciavarella Field, cheering on soccer players 
at the park, and enjoying the tranquil environment pro-
vided by the River Park Neighborhood Watch and 
Night Patrol.  River Park needs your assistance to keep 
its unique charm and friendly environment.  Last sum-
mer, RPNA, together with the support of the commu-
nity, was able to raise $17,000 to keep Glenn Hall Pool 
open and plans to continue to do everything possible to 
keep the pool open this year.  But, we need your help 
by becoming a member of RPNA today! 
 
RPNA membership dues are the lowest in the city and 
are only $10 for one year; $18 for two years and $25 
for three years.  Your membership can help preserve 
and enhance our very special neighborhood.  Thank 
you so much for your support!  
Membership dues can be mailed to: 
                RPNA  
                P.O. Box 19866 
                Sacramento, CA 95819 
You can use the envelope inserted in this Review. 
 or visit  www.riverparksacramento.net. 
There is a PayPal option available on RPNA’s website. 

  

Mothers’ Club reaches out 
   by Jill Bornemanne. President 
 

 The River Park Mothers’ Club is a volunteer organization 
that relies heavily on its members for donations and volun-
teering. But we also could not survive without our local 
small businesses. Every year we have a fundraising auction 
that pays for most of our activities and without generous 
gifts from the local merchants, it would not be possible. So, 
as a way to say thank you and to bring greater attention to 
our neighborhood businesses, the Mothers’ Club is asking 
all its members to embrace the “shop local” campaign. 
What this means is that when someone has a choice on 
where to spend their money – choose locally, choose small, 
choose family businesses. The power of the pocketbook is 
not to be underestimated and having the buying power of 
one hundred member families behind you can really make a 
difference. 
 
 I have always been a strong fan of the “one-stop-shop” and 
“more-bang-for-your-buck” aspect of the big box stores, 
but have recently come to terms with the their false econo-
mies. I hate when I walk out $200 later when all I wanted 
was a kid’s birthday present, I hate when I lose the receipt 
and am left with an MP3 player that refuses to play and I 
hate when the lack of customer service means I buy the 
wrong product and I loose time as well as money. Buying 
products at stores like Wizard’s Pond, Talini’s, and Finders 
Keepers empowers me. I get a great product that I know I 
want and I need and I feel comfortable that if anything goes 
wrong with it, they will go out of their way to put it right. 
We get more from buying in our neighborhood, not less. 
Think of the fabulous gift wrapping at Koukla Kids; think 
of the free tasting at Heavenly Yoghurt and Tupelos; think 
of the free bike fitting at East Sac Bikes; think of the free 
glass of wine at Firefly Salon; think of the food and wine 
experts at Corti Bros.; think of the house visits from Ryan 
at East Sac Computer Repair. 
 
 On the Mothers’ Club website 
https://www.bigtent.com/groups/rpmc we have a Classified 
section where we sell our old stuff to each other, but we 
will start to fill it with directions to local stores, feedback 
on local products, links to local businesses that only sell 
online, information about events at these stores and special 
offers. The officers in the club have also vowed to spend 
our entertainment budget locally – like we needed another 
excuse to buy desserts only from Sweeties! 
 
 For more information about the club and to find out about 
upcoming events, please check out our website at 
https://www.bigtent.com/groups/rpmc or contact Jill at 
(415) 846 1497  or  jbornemann@yoga-bags.com 
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                Dogs of  River Park      
                   Fritz 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Fritz is owned by Katherine Pankow and John Sandberg on 
Teichert Ave.  Fritz is thought to be about 3 years old, but 
he won't say for sure. He was a stray in Elk Grove and 
brought to the Sacramento SPCA, where he was adopted a 
couple of years ago. Fritz enjoys going for walks around 
River Park, napping in the sun, and getting doggy cookies 
from his friend Frank across the street.  

      Take a chance!  Send a quality close-
up digital photo of your River Park dog to   
edtor@riverparksacramento.net    

  Mother’s Club organizes Stranger   
 Danger and Safety Meeting 
 
 
Tuesday 25th May at 5:45 at Glenn Hall  
Park, on the grass behind the playground. The K9 Unit 
will be there so the kids can "meet" the dogs and we are 
hoping that the Mounted Police Unit can join us too. 
 
The River Park Mothers' Club has joined forces with 
the Sacramento Police Department to host a Stranger 
Danger and Safety meeting for all to attend. 
Two members of the SPD will give two presentations 
to our  children. 
 
5:45 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. - 3 to 6 year olds:  
What to do if you are approached by a stranger (the les-
son taught through story books and scenarios), road 
safety  and the importance of wearing a bicycle helmet. 
 
6:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m. - Over 6 years old:  
A more mature conversation on awareness, reacting to 
negative attention, gun safety, the consequences of call-
ing and hanging up a 911 call and looking out for oth-
ers. 
 
Both presentations will be topped off with the opportu-
nity to sit in the back of a Police car (may it be our 
child's only one) hang out with the Police Officers, get 
stickers and their photos taken. 
 
6:20 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
This is a time for parents to ask questions pertaining to 
child, personal and community safety. 
 

                           paid advertisement 
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As Sac City Unified faces another year of devastating cuts, Caleb 
Greenwood K-8 school will be directly impacted at a variety of 
levels. Not only will there be a reduction in yearly discretionary 
operating funds (currently used to purchase hours of a school psy-
chologist, instructional aides and other essentials) but rumors of 
class sizes increases in grades K-3 from their current 25 are ram-
pant. Principals have also been asked to find ways to cut school 
site expenses including reductions in water and electricity usage.  
It is now more important than ever that as a community we rally 
around our school. Here are some simple ways you can help: 

• Sponsor a neighborhood child for their upcoming jog-a-
thon on May 14th. They should be knocking on your door 
soon. Proceeds will go to school technology. 

• Attend Caleb Greenwood’s Open House and Art Festival 
on the evening of May 26th and purchase an original piece 
of art from our talented students and check out our great 
school and teachers. 

• Drop off a ream of paper, some pencils or any other sup-
plies you would be willing to spare to the front office. 

• Volunteer time in the school library shelving books, in 
the cafeteria helping kids with our green waste program 
or volunteering one morning a week as a crossing guard. 

• Volunteer for an hour or two Tuesday May 18 from 8 - 10 
a.m. for garden clean up at the school. 

• Volunteer to teach a unique skill you possess to a class of 
students. Do you knit, weave, do any other kind of art? 
Do you have an interesting job or hobby you would be 
willing to show and talk about? Are you a retired teacher 
who has time to assist in correcting papers or running a 
small group? 

 
        Contact Sharon Garner, School Office Manager at 277-6266 

   Caleb Greenwood Grocery Card Program  
Last year we made over $6000 from this EASY fundraiser with 
only about 130 families participating on a regular basis. Our goal 
is to raise $7000 this year by adding at least 20 more active par-
ticipants. Grandparents, friends, and NEIGHBORS are welcome 
to participate, too. 
Save Mart, FoodMaxx, Luckys, or S-Mart  S.H.A.R.E.S. Card. 
PICK ONE UP FROM CALEB FRONT OFFICE.   Simply have 
your S.H.A.R.E.S. card swiped at check out, pay as usual, and 3% 
of your total purchase amount will be sent to our school. We are 
currently making over $400/month from this program! 
Raley's, Bel Air, or Nob Hill Quality-of-Life Card. 
http://schools.scusd.edu/calebgreenwood/newsite/Docs/Grocer
yCardFlier0908.pdf. Once completed please return it to the 
school attn: PTSO/Laura Murphy or send your completed form to 
the Webmaster (click on Contact Webmaster below). Simply 
swipe your Raley's/Bel Air grocery card at check out, pay as 
usual, and a percentage of your total purchase amount will be sent 
to our school. 
Safeway Club Card. Register your Safeway grocery card at 
www.escrip.com  See the escrip tab to the right. Simply skip the 
other screens requesting credit card information if you're not in-
terested in joining escrip's programs for other merchants. You do 
not need to register your credit or debit card to join this program, 
only your Safeway grocery card, and a percentage of your grocery 
purchase amount will be sent to our school. You must renew your 
commitment each school year before Nov.1 by going to 
www.escrip.com and clicking on "YES Renew". 
For further information about these programs and the school 
please visit the website. You can also Google Caleb Greenwood 
Elementary and you will find the site without typing it in. 
School Website: http://schools.scusd.edu/calebgreenwood/
newsite/index.asp 

        Tough Budget Times Hit Caleb Greenwood  
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    Third place winner 

           Laundromat Re-opens in River Park 
                   New name is California Laundry Centers 
 
The laundromat in the shopping center on Carlson Drive has 
reopened under new management. 
Mike and Annette Magallanes, residents of East Sacramento, 
have chosen to name their new business California Laundry 
Centers.  Mike and Annette have been married for 32 years. 
They have two children and one granddaughter who is 2 years 
old. Their daughter Yvette is 27 and a resident of East Sacra-
mento, a graduate of Chico State and a real estate executive for 
Sutter Hospital. Yvette is married to Darren who is a fire 
fighter and a paramedic. Their son Michael is 25, lives in San 
Francisco where he works for the state of California and is a 
chef at the Five Star restaurant The Farallon.  
 
Annette has spent the last ten years managing her chain of in-
door tanning salons. For the twenty years prior she was the di-
rector of her commercial daycare center. Annette has a passion 
for people and is a great listener. 
 
Mike is a general contractor whose passion is to build and watch businesses grow. Mike built the tanning salons as 
well as many other residential and commercial projects, including their home and their daughter’s homes in East 
Sacramento.  Prior to the tanning business, he also owned an industrial pump company in Sacramento for twenty 
years. 
 
The laundry business is the latest of their entrepreneurial quests. When they saw the laundry in River Park, they felt 
this community deserved better. They saw a unique opportunity to create a new type of laundry environment. Their 
goal is to be the Beverly Hills of laundries. With the help of their Aunt Nora, they are a full service laundry center. 
They offer a full time attendant to assist with self service, wash-dry-fold, and dry cleaning. Their laundry offers a 
climate controlled waiting room with free Wi-Fi and TV.  They are committed to being the cleanest, most customer 
friendly and comfortable laundry in Sacramento. They are community oriented and look forward to supporting the 
community by maintaining their business, working with building management to present an appealing center, offer-
ing their facility for meetings, providing gift certificates that are auctioned at fund raisers for free laundry, and pro-
viding a general high-quality family environment.   
 
The grand opening of California Laundry Centers is set for Saturday, June 12th, 2010 from 3:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m. 

  Mike 

 

 

Annette    Aunt Nora 
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                River Park crime reports: March 2010  
                                                     http://gis.cityofsacramento.org/website/sacpd/ 
 
March 3     6:30 p.m.           Sandburg near State (north)            Auto theft 
March 18   10:25 p.m.           Sandburg near Roger                        Larceny theft   
   
                                 Night Patrol begins April 30, and signups are available at the website  

                                  or email Jeff at   cadence@surewest.net 

One of our sergeants who lives in River Park recently brought an issue to my attention. He has informed me that a 
number of residents of River Park have been instructed to contact our agency instead of the Sacramento Police De‐
partment in the event of an emergency.  While we certainly are proud to be a part of the greater community in the 
area and have always enjoyed a wonderful relationship with River Park and its residents, we must stress that if the 
above is true, it would be incorrect. The correct agency for River Park residents to contact in the event of the need of 
police services would of course be the Sacramento Police Department. While we may be called to assist them from 
time to time, it is their jurisdiction and their decision as to the appropriate response. 
If there has existed any confusion on this issue, I hope this clears it up for everyone. We of course will still be happy to 
assist the Sacramento Police Department should they request our aid on calls in your neighborhood. 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Respectfully,   Lieutenant  Joseph Green 
University Police Dept.   CSU, Sacramento 

British Soccer Camp coming to River Park this summer! 
The River Park Youth Soccer Club is hosting a soccer camp this summer for all 
boys & girls within River Park and the surrounding communities. River Park Youth 
Soccer Club has partnered with Challenger Sports for the past 2 years to offer soc-
cer players professional coaching from expert British coaches who come to the USA 
to run week long soccer camps. Last year 46 kids attended the camp and it is ex-
pected that more will attend this summer. 
Children will work on foot skills, passing and controlling technique amongst many 
other skills through small sided games and coached game play. All children receive 
a FREE soccer ball, t-shirt, soccer stars posters and evaluation at camp & the chance 
to receive a FREE British Soccer Jersey, if they are signed up on-line before June 
4th!  
 The camp will be held at Caleb Greenwood School on the week of July 19-23rd and 
run from Monday to Friday. There are sessions for ages from 3 to 14 year olds. To 
sign up, visit www.challengersports.com before June 4th to get your FREE soccer 
jersey or sign up at the River Park Soccer Registration dates in May. 
 River Park resident, Jamie Kent is Challenger Sports Regional Director and can be 
contacted at jkent@challengersports.com for more information or 916-441-5030 

No typo 
winner this 
time. 
Keep trying. 
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Andrea Schroeder at 454-4200 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Steve Harriman               RPNA President   716-2765    president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Andrea Schroeder                            RPNA Membership   454-4200                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is 
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars 
to the first person who finds a typo.    ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Business Card: $50; Business Card-Plus: $75; Insert: $150 
Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep.  Great job!                               
 

2010 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In brief: 
 
• Screen on the Green is coming. The Disney animated 

film Aladdin will be shown Saturday evening August 28 
at Glenn Hall Park. 

 
• A real Block Party?  You’ll need city approval plus $20 

and 20 business days notice.  Applications can call         
808-7888  or send an email request to: 

       specialeventservices@cityofsacramento.org 
 
• Take a walk and look for yourself at what’s going on at 

Paradise Beach. 
 
• Fire Café is now serving Gunther’s ice cream - 13 flavors 

from the original Gunther’s shop in Curtis Park.  Cones, 
floats, sundaes, shakes and freezes.  “Summer Comin’” 
Celebration May 22 at Fire Café is, well, comin’. 

 
• Cultivate silence in your neighborhood.    
 
• RPNA is about to draw up a formal advertising policy.           
       In the past it’s been anything goes, but now there are  
       questions about political ads and things. Just a reminder:  
       a paid ad in the Review is not an endorsement by RPNA.  

 
• Brenda Jew Waters reports that the Arts in River Park Festi-

val, normally a May event, has been  suspended, at least for 
this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the promised new fence that now fully encloses 
the kids’ playground at Glenn Hall Park.  The also-
promised new parking lot gate and motion-activated lights 
are due by late June. 

                     New fence 


