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Monthly RPNA Meetings 
Third Thursdays

April 21st and May19th
Fremont Presbyterian Church
Block captains meet at  
7:00 p.m. 

RPNA Board meets at 
7:30 p.m.

All residents are welcome.

Upcoming Events…

It’s a great place to live!
riverparksacramento.net

River Park Review

RPNA  Spring General Meeting
Date: Saturday, April 23rd

10:00 a.m. - Noon 
Caleb Greenwood Cafeteria

Contact: Serge Stanich
 president@riverparksacramento.net

Residents are strongly  
encouraged to attend!

I am writing to share some exciting 
news about the next phase of the 
improvements to the difficult set of 
intersections at the entrance to River 
Park.  I think that they are one of the 
most challenging driving zones  in the 
region.  Fortunately, funds have been 
allocated to address this problem. 
In the 10 years between 2006 and 
2015, there were 48 accidents in 
this zone, with 3 fatalities.  Nearly 
13% of those involved bike versus 
cars.  This number represents only 
those accidents that were reported to 
the Sacramento Police Department.  
Likely, the number would be higher if 
it included all accidents. 
A significant amount of work has 
already been done to improve the 
flow of cars, cyclists, and pedestrians 
through the zone.  As a result, the 
rate of accidents has declined.  The 
improvements scheduled to begin 
later this year will continue to improve 

Carlson Drive/H Street/J Street improvements

the safety for auto, cyclists and 
pedestrians in this critical and tricky set 
of intersections.  Some of the planned  
improvements are: 
•   Adding “buffered” bike lanes on 
westbound H Street and northbound 
Carlson Drive. 
•   Reducing the number of “through” 
lanes on westbound H Street and 
northbound Carlson Drive. 
•   Adding  “bike boxes” at the Carlson 
Drive intersections at H Street and J 
Street. These allow for safer left turn 
movements for bikes. 
•   Adding continuous north to south 
pedestrian/cycling paths along both 
sides of Carlson Drive. 
•   Eliminating numerous duplicate 
traffic signals at the Carlson Drive/H 
Street intersection 
•   New crosswalk at Carlson and J 
Street 

Thank you, Jeff Harris 
City Councilmember, District 3

Glenn Hall Park
Workday
Date: April 30th
9:00 a.m. - Noon 
Bring HAT & gloves.
Tools and refreshments 
will be provided. 
Contact: Jeff Harris: 
455-0996
cadence@surewest.net

River Park Baseball
is in full swing

PLEASE DRIVE 
CAREFULLY
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RPNA OFFICERS & BOARD

Serge Stanich
President
320-0708 

sergestanich@gmail.com

Kimberly Teague
Vice President  

606-9154 
kimpossible916@hotmail.com

Doug Leslie 
Secretary 

916.835.3197
dendroica61@gmail.com

Gail Thearle
Treasurer 

916-215-8042
gail.thearle@gmail.com

Tamis Reed 
RPNA Membership Director 

804-5168 
membership@riverparksacramento.net

Richard Vincent
Newsletter Editor

228-4714
rcvincent@sbcglobal.net

Phyllis Houston
Newsletter Co-Editor

704-3516
p.houston1@yahoo.com

Janet Mason 
Graphic Design/Newsletter 

Advertising Manager 
736-1132 

ibd@surewest.net

Members at Large
Barbara Debert 

barbara.debert@yahoo.com 
Shelley Hescock 

rbandit@aol.com 
Steve Johns 

Steve.Johns@smud.org
Tom Neri 

capi5@aol.com 
Eric Shranz

ericrs@surewest.net
Kristin Stuart 

jlsandkes@comcast.net

River Park Review is published 6 times per 
year and is available 

to all River Park residents at no charge.

2016 RPNA Board Officers     by Serge Stanich 
With the most recent elections, we have a new board for the River Park 
Neighborhood Association. Returning this year, Serge Stanich and Kim 
Teague will serve again as President and Vice-President. Doug Leslie 
will be serving as the new Secretary and new board member, Gail 
Thearle will be serve as the RPNA Treasurer taking over the excellent 
work and years of service by Barbara Debert, now a Board Member at 
Large.  The other Board Members at Large include Shelley Hescock, 
Tom Neri, Eric Schranz, Kristin Stuart, and Steve Johns. 

RPNA’s Newest Board Member    
Due to a change in schedule and ability for one of the newly elected 
board members to fulfil the role on the RPNA Board, the candidate 
with the next highest number of votes was invited to join the board. It 
is with great enthusiasm that we welcome Molly Greene to the RPNA 
Board. Molly is a Sacramento native and has lived in River Park since 
1998. Her husband, Scott, joined the pack in 2004. Avid dog lovers, 
you’ve probably seen them around the “hood” with their Australian 
Shepherds. Two lovely kitties round out their herd.  Molly’s law practice 
here in Sacramento focuses on business litigation, but she spends a 
great deal of her time volunteering in the community, both in and out 
of the legal profession. Molly and Scott are long-time members of the 
Sacramento Chapter of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Team 
In Training and have completed multiple marathons, cycling events, 
and triathlons while raising funds to find a cure for blood cancers.  
Molly tells us she is grateful for the opportunity to serve her community 
on the RPNA board and eager to continue to make our neighborhood 
thrive.  River Park is very fortunate to have Molly joining our Board to 
help lead and serve.

www.chocolatefishcoffee.com
Roastery & Coffeehouse | 4749 Folsom Blvd.

Coffee Bar | Corner of 3rd & Q Street, Downtown

Your 
Neighborhood
Roastery & 
Coffeehouse
---------
Locally Owned

The River Park Review is published by the 
RPNA, which is responsible for its content. 
RPNA reserves the right to edit and/or  
reject submissions.

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE
 Business Card:   $50 2” h x 3.5” w
 Quarter Page:     $75 5” h x 3.75”w 
 Half Page:           $150 5” h x 7.5” w
 Insert:                  $205 11” h x 8.5” w
 Insert:                 $255 non standard 

For advertising, contact Janet Mason  
at 736-1132 or ibd@surewest.net

Advertise in the Review
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Letters to the Editor…
If you’d like to contribute, contact: 

Richard Vincent at 228-4714 rcvincent@sbcglobal.net 
–OR–

Phyllis Houston at 704-3516 or p.houston1@yahoo.com
Please put “letter to the editor”
in the subject line of your email

RPNA Board Proposes New Bylaws         by Serge Stanich 

The River Park Neighborhood Association was 
founded in 1993 to enhance the livability in the 
community of River Park. Over the years, the 
composition and priorities of the RPNA have 
evolved along with the changing demographics of 
the community itself. Accordingly, it is appropriate 
to update the bylaws with the realities of the times.
During 2015, the RPNA Board sought to address 
an operating deficit so as to ensure that the 
primary services to the community could be 
preserved.  We considered the costs of these 
activities:  1) publishing the RPNA Newsletter, 2) 
July 4th Firecracker Parade and Celebration, and 
3) fair, open, and cost effective elections.
Currently, the RPNA publishes the newsletter six 
times a year at a cost of about $800 - $1200 per 
issue. It is delivered free to every residence in 
River Park, about 1700 homes.  It currently costs 
about $100/page (i.e., $800 for 8-page spread and 
$1,200 for 12-pages).  However, often the RPNA 
only secures about $800 in advertising.  In order 
to keep our costs balanced, the RPNA now seeks 
to have each issue self-financing so we print 

based on the amount of advertising we receive.
The 4th of July event continues to be a highlight 
for the neighborhood, so the RPNA is committed to 
preserving and continuing this tradition with hopes 
to increase the amount of vendors, activities, and 
participation every year.
However, our annual elections are very expensive 
and challenge us in finding enough candidates to 
fill the 11-member board. Currently, elections are 
held by US Mail, and each paying/voting member is 
mailed a ballot with a stamped return envelope. This 
process is very expensive. Routinely, we do not have 
enough candidates to fill all the Board seats. In order 
to save money, the RPNA board has proposed bylaw 
revisions to allow reducing the number of board 
members or foregoing mailed ballots if the number of 
candidates would not result in a contested election.  
Additionally, the RPNA Bylaws committee made 
some other minor clarifications and revisions 
including updating the list of committees and unifying 
language throughout.  We believe the new bylaws will 
provide greater flexibility to future RPNA Boards while 
enabling a better use of limited funds.
Prior to adoption, the RPNA Board will present 
the new bylaws at the Spring General Meeting on 
Saturday April 23, 2016.  If you are interested in 
reading the old and new bylaws, please go to the 
RPNA website at www.riverparksacramento.net. 

IN-HOME CARE
for Senior Citizens 

20 years knowledge & experience

Please call or email!
Doris Saunders 916-730-0725
Dorissaunders@ymail.com
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The River Park Shopping 
Center continues to grow 
and thrive with a myriad 
of new businesses.  In 
this issue of the RPNA 
Newsletter, we welcome 
RPM Training to River Park.  
RPM Training is a small 

fitness studio that focuses on personal training, 
indoor cycling classes and coaching athletes to 
improve multisport performance. Officially opened 
for business October 1, 2015, RPM’s owner is 
Julie Visger, a local River Park resident. Julie 
has lived here in River Park for almost 15 years; 
however, her husband Jeff Visger has lived in 
River Park his entire life. 
Julie is originally from Sacramento and has  
always been interested in fitness and running.  
She became interested in multisport/triathlon in 
2008 when she completed her first multisport 
event, a duathlon in Santa Cruz. Since then she 
has competed in more than 60 events including  

RPM Training           by Serge Stanich

5 Ironman Triathlons. Julie currently has earned 
the title as an Ironman All World Athlete this year.    
Julie is a certified Personal Trainer with the 
National Academy of Sports Medicine. She also 
is a certified Triathlon Coach with USA Triathlon, 
the governing body of Triathlon in the US. She 
is also working on her certification with Ironman 
University and should be completed with it in the 
next month. 
The studio is currently only open by appoint and 
for the regularly scheduled cycle classes, which 
are on Tuesday and Thursday morning from 5:30a 
until 7:00a and Monday and Wednesdays from 
6:00p until 7:00p.  Please check out the website 
for more information: www.rpm-training.com. Julie 
invites anyone to call and set up a time to come 
in and check out the studio.  Julie’s passion is 
working with people of all fitness levels and ages 
to help them get healthy and fit and achieve their 
goals!  Call her at 916-769-2299 or email her at 
julie@rpm-training.com. 

Protect your 
Legacy.

Thinking about your estate plan can be 
a big source of anxiety. You may be relieved 
to hear a majority of people just need to 
put together a few documents. Begin the 
process by defining your specific goals with 
our estate planning checklist. 

If you want to protect the ones you love 
from the administrative uncertainties that 
come after death, contact us to learn more.BRIAN GRANUCCI

Attorney At Law

GRANUCCI
LAW OFFICE

1318 G Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
BGranucciLaw.com

Estate Planning  •  Trusts & Wills  •  Probate

916.446.7511
BGranucci@BGranucciLaw.com River Park Resident
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Send a quality close-up digital photo of your  
River Park pet to: ibd@surewest.net

Park Pets

We inheritied Coco after her original Mom, my 
husband’s step mom had passed away, and we  
had recently lost our cat Sammy.

Coco is very inquisitive and wants to be 
outside, even though she has 
always been an inside kitty. 
She’s settling into her new 
home with us, and we’re 
honored to have her live 
with us.
~ Janet Mason

Sacramento Area Animal Shelters  
Now Partnering With Finding Rover

The three animal shelters in the 
Sacramento region are now partnering 
with Finding Rover, a new phone app 
that uses facial recognition technology to 
link lost and found dogs in real time. The 
Sacramento County Shelter at Bradshaw, 
the Sacramento SPCA, and the City of 
Sacramento’s Front Street Animal Shelter 
are now linked with Finding Rover as 
another tool to help connect lost dogs to 
their owners. For more information go to 
www.findingrover.com.

River Park Garden Club Update
   Garden Club Potluck     
         by Ron McCormack

The River Park Garden Club’s  spring 
potluck will be held on Thursday, April 
14, 2016, 6:30 PM, at the Fremont 
Presbyterian Church, Ferguson Hall.  Our 
speaker will be Julia Rinne,  a garden 
club member whose grandfather was an 
iris hybridizer.  She will speak on how to 
successfully cultivate and propagate irises 
in your garden.  
All are welcome, children included.  The 
potluck will begin at 6:30, and Julia will 
speak around 7:30.  Please bring a dish to 
share. 

Attention Moms of River Park!  Spring is 
upon us, the weather is warming, and the 
days are getting longer. It’s time to come 
out of hibernation and have some fun!  
The River Park Mothers Club is waiting 
with open arms for all those in search 
of some momraderie.  We are lining up 
some great events for the coming weeks 
and months, including Books & Brew, a 
presentation by a professional organizer, 
and a family park playdate.  

Moms with toddlers, tweens  
and teens:  we have something 
for everyone. To learn 
more about our club and 
coming events please visit 
groupspaces.com/RPMC/
join/. 

River Park Mother’s Club News
by Shannon Tash
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SPRING CLEANUP

Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
BRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!
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The College of Arts & Letters invites you to the upcoming 
Spring 2016 events.  For more information contact An Vo 
at an.vo@csus.edu or (916) 278-7669.

Festival of the Arts
The showpiece of Sac State’s spring is the annual Festival 
of the Arts, a celebration of all things art.  The Festival 
runs April 13-17 and is five days of creative performances, 
exhibits, lectures and master classes, showcasing the 
region’s creative and cultural excellence. Last year’s very 
popular downtown Sacramento street faire, U-Create!  
will return, filling selected art galleries and side streets 
with terrific artworks, interactive experiences, and 
plenty of music. The free soiree will be open 5 p.m.  to 
9 p.m. Thursday, April 14, in the area of Seventh and S 
streets.  www.csus.edu/al/festival 

Sunday Funday
The Sac State campus once again will become a giant 
playground for children and adults alike with Sunday 
Funday, a play day that offers attractions and events for 
the entire family from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Sunday, April 17.

Upcoming Sac State College Events

The Producers
A pair of creative flimflam artists try to pull off the biggest 
con on Broadway in Mel Brooks’ The Producers, on the main 
stage of the University Theatre. Written by Mel Brooks and 
Thomas Meehan, The Producers focuses on a producer and 
his accountant who figure the best way to get rich is to produce 
a flop. Professor Ed Brazo will direct this production with 
performances at 8 p.m. April 13-16, 22-23; 6:30 p.m. April 20-
21; and 2 p.m. April 17 and 24. The Producers contains adult 
language and humor, so parental discretion is advised. www.
csus.edu/HornetTickets

Wellness through the Arts Master Class and 
Awards
Legendary entertainer Ben Vereen will visit Sacramento State 
on Saturday, April 30 to promote his “Wellness through the 
Arts” program, which utilizes performing arts as the foundation 
for healthier lifestyles. This program focuses on obesity, low 
self-esteem, diabetes and bullying. In this first partnership with 
Sacramento State, Vereen will host a master class at 10 a.m. 
and an awards show at 7 p.m. Contact Sacramento State’s 
Department of Theatre & Dance at theatre.dance@csus.
edu (916) 278-6368 or for more information.

The College of Arts & Letters invites you to the upcoming Spring 2016 events:
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Date  Time  Block Location   Activity

by Serge Stanich 

Source: http://www.raidsonline.com

River Park Neighborhood Watch Report:

12/8/2015 2:45 AM 54XX Carlson Dr.   Burglary Business Force

2/25/2016 1:00 PM 53XX Spilman Dr.   Petty Theft

2/28/2016 10:00 AM 49XX Moddison Ave.  Burglary Residence Force

On Wednesday afternoon, March 16, 2016, two men in a dark 
grey sedan attempted to kidnap a 13-year old girl at the corner 
of 45th Street and M Street.  Fortunately, the young girl was 
able to escape after resisting and calling for help.  When a 
witness approached to inquire on her welfare and the young 
girl continued to call for help, the men released her.  This 
terrifying story ends well with the young girl safely at home; 
however, the suspects are still at large.  As this occurred just 
in East Sacramento, River Park is very much affected by this 
crime.  
While we all hope that nothing like this happens again, the 
chance exists that these suspects may try again.  Everyone 
should be alert and be prepared to observe and report to 
the Sacramento Police Department, if necessary.  While this 
sounds self-evident, many people forget to observe details 

when they witness events and cannot recount with certainty 
even a few minutes after observing something.  Being 
prepared to observe and report means that you are prepared 
to memorize a car make, model, color and license plate if 
you see it.  It could also mean that you keep a notepad or 
digital recorder at the ready to make notes so that you don’t 
have to remember.  Being able to provide the authorities with 
actionable information can save lives and stop crimes.
If you are interested in supporting or participating in the 
River Park Neighborhood Patrol or for more information on 
how to support the Neighborhood Watch please contact 
Shelly Hescock at rbandit@aol.com or Serge Stanich at 
sergestanich@gmail.com.
Sacramento Police Department:  Non-emergency (916) 264-
5471 Emergency  (916) 732-0100.

 

Attempted Kidnapping in East Sacramento

It’s registration time already! Believe it or not, soccer 
season is right around the corner, and the River 
Park Soccer Club (RPSC) will start accepting online 
registration for the fall season beginning April 1 via 
the team website www.riverparksoccer.com. The 
RPSC Board highly encourages all prospective 
players to register as early as possible to guarantee 
a spot on a team.
The U.S. Soccer Federation has implemented 
several offseason changes to encourage player 
development and overall teamwork on the field, most 
notably at the Under 8 (U8) level, which will no longer 
play 7v7 but will more closely resemble the U6 level 
playing with 4v4, smaller fields and no goalies. The 
overall intent of this change is to encourage passing 
and touches for ALL players, while allowing them to 
gain experience and skill at their own pace. Thanks 
to a new partnership with East Sacramento, Land 
Park and Greenhaven, River Park’s U8 teams will 
get the experience of traveling within the city limits to 
play their games.

Registration for River Park Soccer Begins April 1st               by Elisha Grow

There is also a greater need for parent participation 
due to these USSF changes, especially coaches. 
The RPSC is looking for ANY parent who is willing to 
volunteer, no matter their soccer ability, and will help 
train them to become a coach thanks to our partnership 
with Challenger Sports.  This training requires no cost 
and a minimal time commitment to be trained as a 
coach. We are also in need of general volunteers to 
help with issues such a field maintenance and game-
day setup.
Finally, if you know a teenager searching for part-time 
work, the RPSC wants to increase its pool of referees 
that cover our games at Caleb Greenwood and Glenn 
Hall on Saturdays in the Fall. It’s a quick and fun way to 
make a few bucks and be involved with a great sport!
For more information, please visit us at our website 
at www.riverparksoccer.com or on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/riverparksoccer.


