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  Saturday  April 10 
    Meeting of the Minds 
                 10 a.m. 
         General meeting of 
          River Park Clubs  
  Caleb Greenwood School 
      Multi-purpose Room 

  Saturday  April 24 
   Candidates’ Forum 
             10 a.m. - noon 
 Fremont Presbyterian Church 
           Ferguson Hall      
  Co-sponsored by RPNA and the  
        League of Women Voters 

  Sign of  the times 

 

Thursday  April 15 
       RPNA Meetings 
   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
    RPNA Board       7:00 p.m. 
Fremont Presbyterian Church       
             Geneva Room 
   Candidates will be there    

   Sunday   May 2   
       Blood Drive 
       10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
        across Carlson from 
     Caleb Greenwood School 
      Coffee, snacks, goodies 
      (after you donate blood) 

  UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS    April 2010…..     and beyond 

    Night Patrol 2010 revs up 
 
Last year brought a substantial increase in crime in and 
around Glenn Hall Park. There were arrests made for as-
saults, drug sales, DUI, and citations issued for public 
inebriation. Police Captain Dana Matthes was able to al-
locate extra resources to this area due to the number of 
calls generated through the Neighborhood Watch/ Night 
Patrol program. The same will be true for 2010 assuming 
that the patrol is active. Night patrol will begin in early 
May, with signups available on the RPNA website 
www.riverparksacramento.net in mid April. An email 
with details will be sent to all previous volunteers in 
April. Any new volunteers are welcome to contact Jeff 
Harris at cadence@surewest.net for orientation informa-
tion. Thanks to all past and future volunteers for keeping 
our neighborhood crime stats some of the lowest in the 
city! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             Mounted City Police officer David Turner and 

Candidates Forum April 24th 
By Frank Cirill 
 
The River Park Neighborhood Association and the 
League of Women Voters invite you to participate in a 
candidates forum featuring candidates for Sacramento 
City Council District 3 and California State Assem-
bly  District 9.  The candidates forum will be held on 
Saturday, April 24, 2010 in Ferguson Hall at Fremont 
Presbyterian Church located at the corner of Carlson 
Drive and H Street.    
The forum for Sacramento City Council District 3 will 
start at 10:00 a.m. and end at 10:55 a.m.  The fo-
rum for California State Assembly District 9 will start 
at 11:05 and end at 12:00.  There will be a ten minute 
break between 10:55 and 11:05.  This candidates fo-
rum is offered to give the voting public an opportunity 
to see and meet the candidates.  The attending public 
will then have the opportunity to examine each candi-
date's platform and cast a more informed vote in the 
Primary Election on June 8, 2010. 
Arrangements will be made for each candidate to 
place their materials at a designated space on tables 
outside the meeting room.  Campaigning is not permit-
ted within the meeting space.  During the forum the 
audience will have an opportunity to submit writ-
ten  questions, which will be asked by the moderator 
as time permits.  Each  candidate will present an open-
ing and closing statement of two minutes.  City Coun-
cil candidates should arrive no later than 9:30 a.m. and 
Assembly candidates arrive no later than 10:35 a.m. 
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Opening Day 2010 
By Matt Mitchell  
 
 Another season of River Park Youth Baseball began on 
a glorious sunny spring weekend this March 13 and 14.  
Things went according to tradition in this most tradi-
tional of River Park civic activities.  First came the 
trucks with bunting, the parade around the neighbor-
hood, and the candy thrown to onlookers (when not 
consumed first).  Next, managers organized their play-
ers in brightly uniformed lines on the bright, new green 
grass at Ciavarella Field.  An announcer ritually named 
each and every player, manager, and team mom on each 
and every t-ball, rookie, minor and major league team.  
Finally, players and parents dispersed for photographs 
at Glenn Hall Park.   
 
 This season promises to be an exciting one, with many 
teams and great new improvements to Ciavarella Field 
– the “best baseball field in the world,” according to the 
announcer on the PA system.   In an e-mail to league 
participants, President Tom Griffin singled out several 
people for special thanks for their contributions to mak-
ing the entire Ciavarella experience so great.  These in-
dividuals included Jim Ghilardi, Shane Spence, Bob 
Benton, Matt Teeple, Jeff Williamson, Tom Monette, 
Matt Herman, and Team Herrera (John, John III and 
Thomas).   
 
River Park residents should come check out the base-
ball action!  Games will take place at Ciavarella Field 
each weekend afternoon through early June.  Don’t 
miss a chance to watch a key part of River Park culture. 

 Co-ed Adult Softball    
begins in May 
River Park’s George Shahan reminds 
everyone that Wednesday evening adult 
co-ed slow-pitch softball begins in 

May.  Sign ups must be complete by mid-April.  The 
scramble is always to find enough female players, since 
the city league rules require absolute equality on the field 
at all times.  Contact George at 739-8874 or email him at 
aptwoap@yahoo.com 

AND Attention River Park parents and kids: There 
is a standing pick-up baseball game every sunny 
Sunday at Caleb Greenwood around 2pm. Please join 
in and invite your friends. 

     March 13, 2010 
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“Feast for the Streets” to aid homeless 
 
 Rescue Concrete and Francis House present the 19th 
Annual “Feast for the Streets,” a Food & Wine Tasting 
Gala & Auction on Wednesday, April 28th from 5:30-
8:00 p.m. at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 6151 H 
Street in River Park.  Local restaurateur Patrick Mul-
vaney will be the honorary host. 
 
 This event will feature wine and food tasting provided 
by 40-50 area restaurants, over 100 silent auction items, 
live music, and a live auction.  The evening’s emcee 
will be Jennifer Smith from News 10.   
 
 Reservations are $50 per person. To reserve a space or 
sponsor tables, please contact Greg Bunker or Forrest 
Reed at Francis House at (916) 443-2646, or mail a 
check to 1422 C Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 or 
online at www.francishouse.info.  In previous years 
Francis House has raised as much as $92,000 at this 
event.   
 
 Francis House is a resource and counseling center for 
the poor supported by the community at large and by 17 
prominent congregations in the Sacramento Region.  
Francis House is a faith-based community providing life 
changing opportunities through resource counseling, 
direct services, education, support groups, spiritual re-
sources and referrals.  It provides free programs offer-
ing the homeless and impoverished an opportunity to 
reconnect with society and embrace the possibilities of 
positive change.  One hundred percent of all proceeds 
from this event will directly serve those who suffer pov-
erty in our community.  For more information visit 
www.francishouse.info or contact Brenda Jew Waters, 
Promotions Coordinator 916/457-3337  or email  
BJewWaters@aol.com 
 

       Doggie doos and don’ts  
             By Nancy Clifford 
 
After living in downtown Oakland for 17 years, I moved to River Park 
in 1998.  There weren’t many similarities between there and here, ex-
cept that most folks I met liked where they lived.  Oh – and folks had 
dogs.  Notable among the dissimilarities was the difference in how folks 
within each locale cleaned up after their dogs -- folks in Oakland had it 
all over folks in River Park. 
We’re not so good here in River Park about cleaning up after our pet 
pooches while we walk them.  Not all of us, certainly, but there are 
enough who just don’t bother at all or else pick up Fido’s feces and bag 
them but then toss them into yard waste piles thus creating a problem in 
our lovely neighborhood.  
Folks in downtown Oakland don’t live with a lot of green.  But they 
have a wonderful green oasis right in the middle of the city – Lake Mer-
ritt and its surrounding park.  On any given weekend, Oaklanders and 
their dogs flock to the park to run, play, walk, or just laze on the grass 
and listen to the city sounds in the sun.  They know how rare their gem 
is, and they don’t let it become soiled.  They pick up doggy’s doodoo 
and lug it home in a baggie for proper waste - not recycling - disposal.  
We’re surrounded by lush greenery everywhere in River Park.  Seems to 
me we have the same reasons Oaklanders do to keep our own gem spar-
kling.  After all, it’s the right thing to do.  But maybe we have become 
blasé about our green oasis since there’s so much of it.  So maybe we 
need other reasons to do the right thing and pick up after our dogs. 
Did you know that there are 23 million E.coli in just 1 gram of dog fe-
ces?  I didn’t.  But the problem of dog doo is important enough to the 
Centers for Disease Control that they put out a report.  Here are just 
some of the creatures and diseases lurking in dog feces (yep, your dog 
too): 
Tapeworms, whipworms, roundworms, hookworms, Giardia, E. coli, 
Leptospiria, Salmonella, ringworm and Campylobacter are all transmis-
sible from dog feces to humans.  Some can kill.  Most will make you 
sick -- not just you, but your children too.  Parvo virus can kill a dog, 
and cost his humans thousands for treatment.  Coccidia will ruin 
doggy’s day with diarrhea and make him anemic. It’ll ruin your carpets 
and floors too.  We can avoid these if we just pick up after our pooches, 
and take the stuff home for proper disposal in the toilet or the trash. 
 
 Now for the colorful sacks of stuff that we sometimes find in our yard 
waste… I checked with our friends in Solid Waste at the city and found 
out the following: if the Claw Master sees plastic baggies in the yard 
waste piles, he marks it down and doesn’t have to pick it up. It’s actu-
ally considered illegal dumping and subject to fines that begin at $90 per 
occurrence. But if he doesn’t see them and they get picked up, every-
thing goes off to the mulching station where it’s all ground up together 
and then scattered all across the city.  A little E.coli in your picnic 
lunch?  Yum!   
 
P.S.  for you cat people out there (and I am one).  If you let Kitty roam, 
you probably won’t see his droppings in your front yard, but that pile of 
tootsie roll in the back is all his.  That stuff is just as disease-laden as 
dog doo, but we like to forget that.  Please-do the safe and healthy thing 
for your cat and the rest of us, and don’t let him roam.   

      Doggie doos and don’ts  
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                       .  
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                Dogs of  River Park      
                   Bella 
 
   Bella belongs to Amy, Micah, and Jack Weinberg                 
who live on Shepard Avenue.  Amy and Micah got  
Bella from the animal protection society on the day 
that they were engaged, New Year's Day 2005.  She 
was their first baby but she has learned to play very 
well with her "little brother" Jack.   

      Take a chance!  Send a quality close-
up digital photo of your River Park dog to 
edtor@riverparksacramento.net    

Glenn Hall Park improvements imminent 
 
City officials have given assurance that the long planned  
CPTED anti-crime improvements will be completed by the 
end of June.  CPTED stands for Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design.  First to be implemented 
will be the play yard fence and re-location of the picnic 
area.  Following will be new signage, then a new parking 
lot gate and motion detector lights in the parking lot (with 
camera).  Last to be completed will be changes to the bath-
rooms.  The targeted completion date is June 19th.  This is 
an ambitious target considering that the plans for some as-
pects are not drawn yet.  Nonetheless, the commitment has 
been made, and one contract has been let (play-yard 
fence). 
 
RPNA has pushed for safety improvements since at least 
the summer of 2008 when a sexual assault and parking lot 
brawl emphasized the continuing problems associated with 
drinking, illegal parking, litter, and dangerous driving. 
Mayoral candidate Kevin Johnson stated firmly to the 
RPNA board that the problems related to Paradise Beach 
would be solved if he became mayor.  Since then, the 
CPTED plans have been adopted, but a proposal for a 
fence and turnstile entrance to Paradise Beach was rejected     
because it would impede access to the beach by handi-
capped persons. 

    Bella 
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      31 bus route survives RT cuts 
 
On Monday, March 22 the Sacramento Regional Transit 
board declared a fiscal emergency in response to an estimated 
$13 million deficit for Fis-
cal Year 2010 and a $25 
million budget shortfall 
for 2011.  Painful and po-
litically difficult service 
cuts immediately became 
inevitable. 
 
RT staff initially proposed  
eliminating one third of all 
bus routes and all light rail 
service after 9:00 p.m.  
During the last major 
round of cuts to bus routes 
in 2006, RPNA success-
fully lobbied RT to keep 
and even expand service in River Park with bus route 31.   
 
 RPNA wrote a letter to RT General Manager Mike Wiley 
describing how important the 31 bus is to seniors, students, 
and other River Park residents.  On Monday, March 29, the 
RT Board adopted an alternative plan which leaves bus  route 
31 untouched.  This plan was made possible by a combination 
of new state legislation restoring $11.8 million to RT, addi-
tional administrative and management cuts, efficiency sav-
ings in Paratransit, wage and benefit concessions by RT em-
ployees, and the addition of $1.00 per day parking fees at all 
city light rail parking lots.   

     Glenn Hall Pool opening in doubt 
Several RPNA Board members attended a meeting on March 24 
with Sue Brown from Councilman Steve Cohn’s office and staff 
from the Parks and Recreation Department to discuss the fund-
ing status for the upcoming summer swim season at Glenn Hall 
pool.  Their worst fears were confirmed as the budget projec-
tions are dismal.  The Parks and Recreation budget has been cut 
for the past three years, and the cuts for the coming fiscal year 
are going to be deep and painful.  The Parks and Recreation 
budget is part of the entire city budget that will be presented to 
the city council in early May.  As of the date of this writing, the 
exact funding levels for city parks, pools, community centers, 
recreation programs, and sports facilities are uncertain.  What is 
certain is that River Park will need to raise funds again this year 
to support open recreation time at the pool.  The carwash and 
other fundraising activities last year were a huge success, and we 
are planning another fundraiser this year.  Please email Steve 
Harriman at president@riverparksacramento.net if you are 
interested in assisting with the fundraiser for this year. 

          Swim School Comes to River Park 
River Park resident Tucker Farrar is starting a swim school.  
Beginning in June, lessons are available for toddlers up 
through adults in groups no larger than three.  Farrar and his 
wife Jen live with their two sons on Sandburg near Camellia.  
Farrar teaches geometry and PE at Health Professions High 
School near downtown.  Their backyard pool is solar heated 
and there is shaded seating available for parents.  There is also 
an outdoor shower for students to rinse off after their lessons.  
For more information call 452-6852 on visit his website at 
www.tuckerfarrarswimschool.com 
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    Third place winner 

A Cell Tower at Glenn Hall Park? 
   Could it save our pool? by Jeff  Harris 
 
 
In 2009, the city budget deficit forced the closure of public 
pools and caused the maintenance of our parks to be se-
verely curtailed. Bathrooms in the parks were nearly closed 
as well. River Park rallied and raised enough money to 
keep Glenn Hall pool open for the season, and we reserved 
some funds for the 2010 season as well. The city budgetary 
woes are again going to force hard decisions regarding  
park operations and it is certainly possible that this com-
munity will again have to fund the operation of our pool. 
This is a problem that will continue until our economy ex-
periences a substantial recovery and tax revenues start to 
fill city, county and state coffers - which could take years. 
    
In 2008, T-Mobile made a proposal to the city to erect a 
cell tower at Glenn Hall Park. The idea was met with a 
negative response in our neighborhood and the proposal 
was withdrawn. The main drawback to cell towers is aes-
thetic - they are large and unsightly. They do, however, 
produce an average of $18,000 income yearly. The City of 
Sacramento currently has 13 towers installed in parks and 
the money generated is used at the discretion of the coun-
cilmember in whose district the park is located. While 
there is no current proposal for a tower at Glenn Hall Park, 
the recent congressional resolution to increase wireless 
broadband speeds by nearly 20 times means that opportuni-
ties to situate more towers in parks will likely become 
available. A cell tower at Glenn Hall, combined with an 
agreement with our councilmember to dedicate some of the 
revenue generated to fund pool operations, could solve the 
pool problem for the foreseeable future - if the community 
can accept the idea. This possibility will be discussed at the 
April 10th, 10 a.m. RPNA General Meeting at Caleb 
Greenwood School.. We look forward to a good discussion 
of the pros and cons of this idea. 
 

Gerald McDaniel on Messina has become 
our first two-timer.  He was first to spot a typo in 
one of last fall’s issues and he was first again this 
time.  So the “McDaniel Rule” is being instituted.  
No one can win more than twice within the same 
12-month period.  Now the field is open.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friend McDaniel may keep searching, but the win-
ner will be whoever besides Gerald McDaniel is 
the first to spot the unfortunately inevitable typo.  
It could be you.  Unless you’re Gerald. 
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               River Park crime reports: February 2010  
                                                           http://gis.cityofsacramento.org/website/sacpd/ 
 
 February 6      04:00 a.m.  6000 block of Camellia Ave. Burglary vehicle 
 February 8      02:00 a.m.  5100 block of Teichert Ave. Theft of mail 
 February 10          noon  5400 block of State Ave.  Casualty report 
 February 14        5:45 p.m.  Sandburg at Carlson Drive Petty theft 
 February 18      09:00 a.m.  5700 block of Monalee Ave. Petty theft unlocked car 
 February 18        2:21 p.m.  5000 block of Moddison Ave. Burglary 
 February 19               1:23 p.m.  5400 block of Carlson Drive Towed vehicle 
 February 24      02:00 a.m.  500 block of Sandburg Drive Stolen vehicle 
 February 28        3:38 p.m.  5300 block of Sandburg Drive Robbery/assault with deadly  
           weapon 

      Lock your car.  Lock your front door.  Sign up for Night Patrol at  cadence@surewest.net 
 

    Last month, the newsletter featured an email transcript from a citizen regarding a robbery that had occurred in 
River Park and the lack of police response.  There was in fact a brazen robbery at an intersection in River Park 
late at night in which the victim was robbed of her purse by an armed subject.  When the victim called 911 from 
her home, the call taker failed to initiate a call for service and referred the victim to the online reporting sys-
tem.  The direction to the victim was incorrect and in violation of our department policy.   
   Once we realized that a mistake was made, we immediately contacted the victim to properly investigate this in-
cident. Since that time, our detectives have been in regular contact with her and are making great progress in the 
investigation.  Our dispatchers handle over one million telephone calls each year and while we strive for perfec-
tion on each of these calls, some times mistakes are made and this was certainly one of them.  The Sacramento 
Police Department is committed to serving your community.  We have dedicated dispatchers and officers who 
work hard to provide exceptional service.  We appreciate your understanding in this matter and look forward to 
continuing to work together in the future.   
Captain Dana Matthes, Sacramento Police Department, Central Command 

   
           Verbatim from the computer listserves: 
 
Please be advised that a white sedan-type car was just seen 
on State and Sandburg Drive. The driver was attempting to 
break in to a car parked on the street. 911 was called.   
 
Warning: A pit bull without its human, is out and loose to-
night, acting aggressively, on Sandburg on the levy side, 
near State street.   
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Andrea Schroeder at 454-4200 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Steve Harriman               RPNA President   716-2765    president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Andrea Schroeder                            RPNA Membership   454-4200                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is 
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars 
to the first person who finds a typo.    ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Business Card: $50; Business Card-Plus: $75; Insert: $150 
Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep.  Great job!                               
 

2010 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

• A coyote was spotted walking calmly down the middle 
of Sandburg back on Feb. 22.  Wild turkeys, possums 
and skunks are also feeling right at home. 

 
• Any and all paid advertisements or inserts appearing in 

the River Park Review represent solely the opinions of 
the advertiser, and not necessarily the opinions of the 
RPNA’s members or board of directors. 

 
• On May 1st - 2nd from 9 a.m. - 9 a.m. (24 hours) at the 

Arden Middle School at Watt and Arden, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society is hosting a Relay for Life. The 
relay helps provide funding for cancer research while 
reminding the community of the importance of fight-
ing back against cancer. The relay is specific to the 
Arden-Arcade but includes River Park.  More info at  
http://www.relayforlife.org/ardenarcadeca 

 
• Protect your children and yourselves by selecting the 

proper settings on all software loaded to your com-
puter.  Are you a facebook user?  Check out 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sacramento-
CA/Sacramento-Valley-Hi-Tech-Crimes-Task-
Force/341245685691?ref=mf 

In brief: 
 
• City rules for watering lawns are now in effect. 
     Odd numbered addresses may water on Tuesdays,  
      Thursdays and Saturdays only.  Even numbered    
      on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday only.  Monday 
      is dry for everyone.  And no watering is allowed  
      at all between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.  
 
• What happened to the Indian import shop in the 

River Park shopping center?  Shavonni’s Treas-
ures opened in December.  Suddenly it’s empty 
with a hand written sign in the window saying it 
would be open again in early March.  March is 
gone… 

 
• Bob Roehrs says the group bike rides are still 

happening on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each 
month.  Meet at the Glenn Hall parking lot at 

      9 a.m..  Easygoing rides. BYOB.   
      Contact Bob at 451-1004 or Roehrs@pobox.com 
 
•  Pops in the Park will be June 12th at Glenn Hall   
       Park.  This year the players are Because, a  
       Beatles tribute band,  Prepare your picnic basket.    
 
• Dan Kok at the Fire Café is planning a Chili 

Cook-off for Saturday afternoon April 24th.  
That’s the same day as the candidates forum.   

      Hot air then hot sauce. 
 
• The River Park Mothers Club wants all mothers 

of young children (and mothers-to-be) to join.  
      Check  https://www.bigtent.com/groups/rpmc  
      for the latest.  


