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Thursday  March 18 
       RPNA Meetings 
    Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
     RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
 Fremont Presbyterian Church       
             Geneva Room 
     Everyone is welcome  

 Thursday  April 15 
       RPNA Meetings 
   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 
    RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 
Fremont Presbyterian Church       
             Geneva Room 
       Meeting open to all       

  Sign of  the times 

 

 Saturday  April 10 
Meeting of the Minds 
    River Park Spring 
  Community Meeting 
 Caleb Greenwood School 
    Multi-purpose Room 
 Clubs, civic groups, everyone  

  Saturday  April 24 
   Candidates’ Forum 
             10 a.m. - noon 
 Fremont Presbyterian Church 
           Ferguson Hall      
  Co-sponsored by RPNA and the  
       League of Women Voters 

     Candidates for Assembly and City Council square off 
        League of  Women Voters and RPNA will host April 24 River Park event 

  UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS    MARCH 2010…..     and beyond 

    On June 8th Californians will vote in a primary elec-
tion intended to pick candidates who will run in the 
November general election.  The names of candidates 
for governor, U S senator, House of Representatives, 
along with numerous state and local propositions will 
be on the June ballot.  River Park residents will vote in 
these races, but also in the race for the California As-
sembly seat being vacated by Dave Jones and in the 
race for the Sacramento City Council district 3 seat 
currently held by Steve Cohn. 
    On Saturday morning April 24th, candidates in both 
these races will participate in an issues forum in River 
Park.  Like previous similar forums, this one will be 
sponsored by the River Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion and the League of Women Voters.  A representa-
tive of the League of Women Voters will moderate the 
forum and will take written questions from the audi-
ence.  All candidates will be given equal time to an-
swer questions.  The forum is scheduled to last two 
hours, from 10 a.m. until noon. 
    In past years these forums have proven very valu-
able by bringing candidates and voters face to face. 
Issues of specific importance to River Park will be dis-
cussed.  The candidates forum will take place in Fer-
guson Hall at the Fremont Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at the corner of H Street and Carlson Drive. All 
interested persons are encouraged to attend. 

   Declared candidates as of February 26, 2010 
 
         California Assembly District 9: 
   Daniel A. Costa     Peace and Freedom Party 
   Roger Dickinson     Democratic Party 
   Chris Garland     Democratic Party 
   Lauren Hammond     Democratic Party 
   Kevin McCarty     Democratic Party 
   Laura A. Sheridan     Democratic Party 
 
Major issues facing the Assembly include California’s 
budget problems, taxes, education and social services 
spending, crime, prisons, water policy and transporta-
tion,  
 
         Sacramento City Council District 3 
   Steve Cohn 
   Chris Little 
   Shawn D. Eldredge 
   Christopher Mattson 
   Jeff Rainforth 
 
City council elections are non-partisan.  Candidates do 
not identify themselves on the ballot by party affilia-
tion.  Major issues facing the Sacramento City Council 
include city budget problems, an Arena, K Street mall, 
and other development proposals and problems. 
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River Park Meeting of  the Minds 2.0 
 

 The River Park Neighborhood Association typically 
convenes two general meetings per calendar year.  In 
2008 we experimented with our meeting format by 
inviting all of the civic groups and clubs in River Park 
to a round table session called “River Park Meeting of 
the Minds.”  It was a great success and we’re doing it 
again this year.  Each group will be given time to 
make a presentation, and then we will explore oppor-
tunities to coordinate our efforts.  Here are the specif-
ics: 
    What:   River Park Meeting of the Minds 2.0 
Invitees:   River Park Neighborhood Association 
  River Park Garden Club 
  River Park Mothers Club 
  River Park Little League 
  River Park Soccer Club 
  Arts in River Park 
  Caleb Greenwood Parent Teacher Student Organization 
   
   When:   Saturday April 10, 2010 @ 10:00 a.m. 
  Where:   Caleb Greenwood Multi-Purpose Room 
 
            We look forward to seeing you there! 

     River Park Mothers’ Club calls for  
donations for Sacramento Crisis Nursery 
 
 The Mothers’ Club supports the Sacramento Crisis Nurs-
ery through volunteering and donations. We applaud their 
commitment to prevent child abuse and neglect by pro-
viding support to families at times of crisis through resi-
dential respite care for children from birth through age 
five. The Nursery has been hit badly this year due to 
budget cuts, drops in donations and a significant increase 
in the number of families seeking assistance. The RPMC 
is turning to our neighbors to help fill this gap. Here is a 
short list of some of the things that the Nursery needs in 
order to function. 
 
Laundry detergent, bleach, hand sanitizer, paper towels, 
juice, canned fruit and vegetables, crackers, cereal, dia-
pers, pull-ups, cloth towels, baby wipes, arts supplies and 
gently used toys (no stuffed animals please). 
 
 A full list is available on their website at       
             http://www.crisisnurseries.org/wish_list.pdf 
 
 There are two drop-off points for donations in the 
neighborhood.  
  No need to call, just leave them on our doorsteps: 
 
     5415 Camellia Ave.      —         5328 Caleb Ave.  
 
 March events for the Mothers’ Club include an Arts and 
Crafts Night for six year olds and above. We will provide 
dinner and a beginner’s class in sewing and fabric decora-
tion. Parents are welcome to stick around and socialize or 
drop off their kids. It’s on March 24th at 5:30 until 7 p.m. 
If you would like to come or learn more about the club 
then please contact Jill at jbornemann@yoga-bags.com 
for location or call her at (415) 846 1497. 
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 Every once in a while you meet an exceptional in-
dividual who makes a big difference to the quality 
of life in a community. Fran Yermol was such a 
person, and River Park lost her on November 6th, 
2009. The loss is a big one. Fran donated countless 
hours making River Park a beautiful place to live 
by landscaping great swaths of barren roadside with 
flower gardens of significance. 
Frances Violet Pedersen was born in 1915, and was 
raised by her parents (Dutch immigrants) in Gilroy. 
Eventually settling in Sacramento, she met Roy 
Yermolkaitis at the Crest Theater in 1946 (he was 
stationed at McClellan AFB), and they married 
soon after. In 1950, they bought a lot in River Park 
for $850.00 and built a house (in which they both 
lived out their lives) for $11,000.00.  Fran worked 
as a beautician for 22 years, but gardening was her 
avocation. About 1981 Fran decided that the 
neighborhood looked a little unkempt, especially 
around the entrance at H Street. She did something 
about it. From the area where the Public Storage 
and Veterinary Hospital are now, to the entrance to 
RP, Fran planted and nurtured thousands of annual 
and perennial flowers, just because she thought it 
needed to be done. 
As the project gathered momentum she worked 
with Parks Supervisor Johnny Bromble to get per-
mission to plant on public property, and the project 
grew. She needed laborers, and found some county 
inmates who needed to do community service to 
work off some time. They came in a county jail bus, 
wore orange suits, and wielded hoes and shovels. 
They soon realized the Fran wasn’t someone to be 
trifled with.  

They called her “Grandma”, and she often bought them 
lunch at Cookies Drive-In. At first people thought, 
“Here’s another fly by night do-gooder” (Fran’s words), 
but the community soon realized the magnitude of her 
energy. Drivers would often ask, “How much are you 
getting to do this?” Her reply was “You don’t have to get 
paid for everything!” 
The recognition for her efforts started with articles in the 
Bee and other publications captioned: “Some residents 
get it done!” “Stamping out the uglies” and “Citizen pro-
ject works wonders on eyesores.” Awards followed. In 
1987 Mayor Anne Rudin gave Fran the key to the city, 
she won the ESIA Orchid award, and the Marigold Soci-
ety of America award. Over the course of her efforts she 
was honored by organizations from KVIE and KFBK, to 
the City Council and the DAR who noted her “dedication 
to the preservation of the natural resources of the coun-
try.”  A Valley Oak tree was planted for her at Glenn 
Hall Park on Arbor Day 1990 by Caleb Greenwood stu-
dents. The Yermol Memorial and fountain were dedi-
cated on Nov. 14, 1998, and were re-furbished with the 
addition of the stone RP entry sign in 2005. 
Fran Yermol was no-nonsense, hard working, straight 
talking, and a fun person to know. She gave an extraordi-
nary amount of effort to her community, made it beauti-
ful, and set the standard for volunteerism. 
Her grand nephew Larsen said it this way in an essay for 
school. The assignment was to think of someone old and 
explain why that person is important and valuable to 
you: 
“I choose my great aunt Fran. She is nice, wise and 
works well. She is also important to the Sacramento 
community because she landscapes a lot of that area and 
she does it great too. It is nice to hang around her be-
cause when she says I could be president of the U.S. I 
feel I must be doing something right. That is why I chose 
my great aunt Fran, she really is great in my heart.” 

River Park’s greatest volunteer  
By Jeff Harris 

     Fran Yermol 
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Follow River Park on Facebook 
By Alex Read 
Do you want to follow River Park events?  River Park has created a group on Facebook called River Park Sacramento. 
The group is open to all. People can view activities that are going on in and around River Park. The group allows anyone 
to join, but only a few people are authorized to update the group with information. Allowing only a few people to update 
the group will help prevent inappropriate material being posted. The idea of this group is to keep residents and friends of 
River Park informed of events going on in the neighborhood. The Facebook group is not intended to compete with either 
the RP List or the River Park Blog Yahoo Group, but rather remind people of dates and events in River Park. We look 
forward to seeing you on the River Park Sacramento Group in Facebook.  

            Mystery boat 
     Sometime around the first of February this motorboat 
suddenly appeared on the far side of the American River 
about halfway between the H Street Bridge and Paradise 
Beach.  It was listing and appeared to have been aban-
doned, quite possibly at the H Street bridge during the 
heavy January rains,  Maybe it floated downstream and 
foundered.  It was stuck on the county side of the river and 
thus was a county problem not a city problem.  Quite a few 
boats are abandoned in the Sacramento area and this may 
be one. 

 Police (Non-Emergency)  
 Phone: 264-5471 
 
 Flooding, Department of 
 Utilities  
 Phone: 264-5371 
 
 Garbage Not Picked Up  
 Phone: 433-4800 
 
 Household Hazardous Waste 
 Disposal   
 Phone: 433-4938 
 
 Lights, Traffic Signals, Street  
 Lighting  
 Phone: 433-6313 
 
 Mistletoe Tool Loan Recording  
 Phone: 433-6355 
 
 Neighborhood Clean-up - Solid 
 Waste   
 Phone: 433-4800 
 

Noise Complaints  
Phone: 264-5948 
 
Recycling Hotline-Solid Waste 
Phone: 433-4939 
 
Sewer, Emergencies  
Phone: 264-5011 
 
Sidewalk Maintenance  
Program  
Phone: 433-2265 
 
SMUD 
Phone: 452-3211 
 
PG&E (Outage hotline) 
1-888-743-4743 
 
  

 
 Street Cleaning, Sweeping, Garden Refuse 
 Phone: 433-4800 
 
 Tree Services - removal, trimming,  
  disease control 
  Phone: 433-4005 
 
  Animal control    264-7387 
 
  Emergency  911 
 
  Sacramento area social services  referral  211 
 
  Sacramento city referral - all departments  311     



 

 

    River Park Review                                              Page 5                                                 March 2010      

Doris and Frank 

Caleb Greenwood dead tree comes down 

A swarm of insects attacked this tree and it went from a nice green to this brown in three days.  It was a very nice tree.  It was 
taken down in a day by a very efficient city crew.  Pictures by Denny Allison across the street at 5458 Carlson.  

 

    

 

Done!      Much Better
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    Third place winner 

Carl Walker on Callister was the first of 
many to find the single error in the last issue of 
the Review.  One simple consonant was trans-
posed incorrectly with another.  And in the oddest 
place.  Some folks seem to think that a sentence 
without a verb or that begins with a conjunction is 
an error, but it is not when it is done for literary 
effect.   
 
Surely there is an error somewhere in this issue.  
Even with proofreaders and backward readers, 
mistakes are made.  To err is human.  Err pro-
nounced urr. 
 
What is left to say?  If you see an error in the  
this Review, act fast.  Only one person can win. 
It could be you. 

City action needed to block flood insurance premium increase and surcharge 

At the February 18 RPNA board meeting, River Park resident 
Rich Nardinelli displayed a three page letter from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to Mayor Kevin 
Johnson in which FEMA asks the city to submit an action plan 
to correct the permit debacle in Natomas. 
The action plan has an April 8th deadline. It must remediate the 
violations which occurred when 35 building permits originally 
issued to lots in Natomas, where there is a building morato-
rium because of levee safety concerns, were “re-issued” to 
builder K. Hovanian Homes. K. Hovanian then used the per-
mits to build 35 homes in an area where a flood  zone determi-
nation had not been made. Some of these homes are now occu-
pied and may need to be retrofitted to bring them up to FEMA 
flood safety standards. 
The city’s corrective action plan must address the construction 
violations and come up with an acceptable plan for remedia-
tion. If this is not done, the city’s floodplain management pro-
gram will be found not in compliance with NFIP (National 
Flood Insurance Program) criteria. This would mean that 
15,000 of the City’s NFIP policy holders would no longer be 
eligible for up to a 25% annual deduction in their flood insur-
ance premium. If the community fails to adequately enforce 
floodplain management regulations, the city could be subject 
to probation and possible suspension. If this occurs, per 
FEMA, “a premium surcharge of $50 would be imposed on 
each flood insurance policy written or renewed in your City.”  
If the City of Sacramento is “suspended from participation in 
NFIP for failure to enforce their Floodplain Management Ordi-
nance, federal flood insurance would not be available to more 

than 51,000 NFIP policy holders. Of potentially greater 
consequence, certain types of federal disaster assistance 
could not be provided following a Presidentially-
declared flood event.” 
Mr. Nardinelli asked the RPNA board to write a letter to 
the city council urging it to resolve the issues with 
FEMA. The RPNA board decided to further explore 
what actions the city is taking before deciding whether 
it should comply with Nardinelli’s request. 
 
  Historically, the City of Sacramento has shown a 
strong commitment to floodplain management and has 
been awarded an excellent Class 5 rating in FEMA’s 
Community Rating System. It will be interesting to see 
how the city resolves this situation. 
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       November 14, 2008 

          River Park crime reports: December 2009 
                                             http://gis.cityofsacramento.org/website/sacpd/ 
 
December 5  06:30 a.m.  Moddison near Carrington Burglary-Residence 
December 7    7:15 p.m.  Fremont church lot  Auto theft 
December 8         3:20 p.m.  Moddison near Sandburg Burglary-Residence 
December 10  12:35 p.m.  Caleb Greenwood School lot Burglary-Vehicle 
December 12  10:00 p.m.  Moddison near Erlewine  Vandalism 
December 13    7:00 p.m.  Fremont Church lot  Burglary vehicle 
December 20  11:00 p.m.  Carlson near Lovella  Burglary-Vehicle 
December 25    6:00 p.m.  Minerva near Callister  Burglary-Vehicle 
December 25    9:00 p.m.  Moddison near Bevil  Burglary-Residence 
December 27   01:00 a.m.  Messina near McAdoo  Burglary-Vehicle 
December 31    1:00 p.m.  Carlson/shopping center  Burglary vehicle 
 

     Lock your car.  Lock your front door.  Sign up for Night Patrol at  cadence@surewest.net 
 

    River Park Suggestion Box 
 
    Make a suggestion.  150 characters or less.  Send it to  
editor@riverparksacramento.net  It will appear here next 
issue.  Give your name or ask to be anonymous. 
 
1. Put RPNA Board meeting agendas and minutes on the 

RPNA website. 
2. More weekend community parties, dances, etc. in Glenn 

Hall Park. 
3. Let Night Patrol be a day patrol in Glenn Hall parking lot 

during summer. 
4. Abolish RPNA.  Who do you think you are anyway? 
5. Love one another.   
6.   Your suggestion here. 

Good,  bad, and ugly        River Park  February 2010 
 
My street light was out, I called 311 on Monday night and a 
large City truck came to fix it during the middle of the night 
on Tues/Wed. 
 
it was an armed robbery several thousand dollars of damage were made to my car, 
and a valuable purse and money was stolen, when this happened I was frozen and 
didn't leave my vehicle the suspects car was a red Camry stolen and I got the license 
#, however I drove home a block away on Breuner and dialed 911, the dispatcher 
refused to send a car out, had she done so the suspects would have been caught, and 
my property returned to me, the dispatcher told me that they didn't pursue these 
things and I should file a police report on the internet, if the police don't pursue armed 
robbers what do they do??? I was traumatized, the dispatchers punishment for this 
infraction is counseling huh!!!  I was told in future to call the university police who 
would have acted appropriately. what next, readers should know that dialing 911 is 
worthless, and to find the phone # of the university police.     Sign on the levee 
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Andrea Schroeder at 454-4200 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 
Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Steve Harriman               RPNA President   716-2765    president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Andrea Schroeder                            RPNA Membership   454-4200                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 
   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is 
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars 
to the first person who finds a typo.    ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Business Card: $50; Business Card-Plus: $75; Insert: $150 
Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep.  Great job!                               
 

2010 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In brief: 
 
 
• California Laundry Centers will soon open in the 

River park shopping center.  It will offer wash and 
fold, dry cleaning, Wi Fi, and self service laundry.  
Stay tuned. 

 
• Bookaneers, the textbook store in River Park, has 

closed.  Sac Sate is going quickly toward electronic 
book readers such as Kindle.  Newsletters are proba-
bly next to go. 

 
• City Assistant Architect Roy Tatman says the new 

entrance gate to the Glenn Hall Park parking lot—and 
the motion senor lights in the parking lot, will be in-
stalled in mid-March.   

 
• Saturday March 13 is River Park Youth Baseball 

Opening Day.  8:30 a.m. ceremony at Ciavarella Field 
      at the end of Moddison.  Games will follow. 
 
 
 

 
• Rescue Concrete and Francis House present the 

19th Annual “Feast for the Streets” on Wednes-
day, April 28th from 5:30-8:00 p.m. at the Scot-
tish Rite Masonic Center, 6151 H Street, Sacra-
mento.  See www.francishouse.info.  Proceeds go 
to those in poverty in Sacramento. 
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