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UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS  
March 10  

Caleb Greenwood 
Arts & Music  

Benefit  
Dinner- Dancing 

Auction  
Caleb Greenwood  

(916) 277-6266  

  
 
 
 
 
Flood Protection  

Don’t Forget 
Mail Your Ballot 

March 15  
RPNA Meetings  
Block Captains  

 6:30 p.m.  
RPNA Board 

7:30 p.m.  
Geneva Room 

Fremont Presbyterian 
Church 

March 10  
River Park 

Youth Baseball 
 

OPENING DAY 
Parade and Game  
Ciavarella Field 

Erlewein & Moddison 

Defensible Space 
By Billy Martinez 

River Park Neighborhood Watch 
 

    As many of you know, there has been an increase in 
“petty crimes” in River Park.    This created an open 
dialogue on the list serves (RPNA and RP list) in Febru-
ary and generated a lot of ideas on how to curtail crime.  
Consequently, I want to take this opportunity to promote 
the River Park Night Patrol and tell you about an idea 
architect and city planner Oscar Newman calls 
“defensible space”. 
    Defensible space refers to “architectural and environ-
mental design used to reduce [crime] by increasing the 
field of observation and ownership”.  When space is 
used this way it makes residents feel safe and secure in 
their community and fosters social interactions – a pri-
mary source of crime deterrence.  Lighting, fencing and 
landscaping can help define spaces that promote safety 
by decreasing criminal activity.   
    First, defensible space should allow people to con-
tinuously see and be seen.  This diminishes residents 
fear because they know a potential offender can easily 
be observed, identified, and consequently apprehended.  
Second, “people must be willing to intervene or report 
crime when it occurs”.  Residents need to be encouraged 
to take control of the area and realize the role of owner-
ship.  When people feel safe, they are more likely to 
interact with one another and intervene when crimes 
occur.  The community is the first line of defense for 
crime control. 
                    ► Neighborhood Crime, p.2                                      

Buses and Floods 
By Matt Mitchell 
RPNA President 

 
    In most parts of the country few people use mass 
transit.  A very big reason: buses simply don’t come 
often enough to be a convenient alternative to driving. 
    A new initiative through Sacramento Paratransit aims 
to change this dynamic.  Small Paratransit vans (open to 
everyone, not just those with disabilities) would cruise 
through River Park at 15-20 minute intervals, picking up 
passengers and dropping them off at the CSUS bus de-
pot and the 65th Street light rail station. 
    Combined with service through the RT 31 bus line, 
this initiative has the potential to make transit highly 
convenient in River Park.  If successful this could be-
come a model for other neighborhoods in Sacramento 
and elsewhere. 
    RPNA is working with Sacramento Paratransit to or-
ganize and register an initial cadre of fifty regular riders.     
Help is needed in this process to make phone calls, 
knock on doors, and otherwise work to make sure the 
initiative has the best possible shot at success.   
    If you are interested, please contact me at  
president@riveparksacramento.net.  We especially need 
those who expressed interest in this initiative through 
the mail survey that appeared in the Review this past 
fall. 
    Flooding is an ever-present danger in River Park and 
the RPNA has formally endorsed the proposed SAFCA 
flood assessment district for the Sacramento area.  

► Floods, p.2 
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Neighborhood Crime, from p.1 
    River Park has several programs to deter crime.  One 
significant program is the Night Patrol.  Residents, in 
pairs, drive around River Park in marked vehicles in 
two-hour shifts.  The objective is to “be seen” and report 
suspicious activities or crimes to the Police Department.  
It is not a vigilante group, but an informal social control 
in cooperation with the Police Department.  Night Patrol 
serves both components of defensible space, seeing and 
being seen and intervention and reporting crime when it 
occurs.  Since its inception, Night Patrol has been a 
wonderful deterrent to local crime.  However, the pro-
gram needs more participation.   
    When strategies of defensible space are used in con-
junction with Neighborhood Watch, Night Patrol and 
the Block Captains program, they have long lasting re-
sults.  River Park’s neighborhood crime problems can 
be managed by resident participation in the programs 
already in place. There must be a strong and devoted 
community committed to increasing the safety and well 
being of residents in our fine community.  Consider 
joining the Night Patrol to help prevent crime and create 
a safer neighborhood for everyone and also plan to at-
tend the monthly meetings of the block captains and 
RPNA and participate in the forum to debate our local 
problems. 
 
Oscar Newman is a registered architect and city plan-
ner, known internationally for his architectural work, 
research, and writings in the fields of community plan-
ning, assisted housing, crime prevention, and racial in-
tegration.  

Floods, from p.1 
  Beyond the SAFCA proposal, however, a need exists 
for, 1) a realistic neighborhood evacuation plan, and 2)  
trained volunteers able to respond in case of an emer-
gency. 
    The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
Program, sponsored by FEMA, educates people about 
disaster preparedness and trains them in basic response 
skills of fire safety, light search and rescue, team organi-
zation, and disaster medical operations.  
    Using the training learned in the classroom and dur-
ing exercises, CERT members can assist others in their 
neighborhood when professional responders are not im-
mediately available to help.   
    River Park residents interested in becoming part of a 
CERT team should contact me at  
president@riverparksacramento.net. 
    For information about the SAFCA flood assessment 
proposal see the Flood Control article on page 3. 
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Handyman Service    

 
FOR ALL YOUR HANDYMAN NEEDS 

   ELECTICAL, PLUMBING, TILE, AND MORE 
   LICENSED & INSURED  SBL. #627892 

CALL GREG  (916) 616-0773 

Individual Tutoring 
with  

ELIZABETH DE FRANCESCO, M.S. Educ. 
455-3735  

All Academic Subjects, All Grade Levels  
Learn with an instructor who has 40+ years 

of teaching experience 

for a ballot in the mail relating to the new flood assess-
ment district.  The RPNA encourages residents to re-
spect the remarkable power of the river that flows past 
our neighborhood, and to vote in favor of the new as-
sessment district.  
    Most importantly, however, the RPNA encourages all 
River Park property owners, whatever their perspective 
on the assessment district, to vote.  Watch for your bal-
lot in the mail and please return it promptly. 
    The proposed new flood control assessment for your 
property can be calculated on the Internet at 
www.safca.org. 

    At its February 15, 2007 meeting, the River Park 
Neighborhood Association Board voted to endorse the 
creation of a new flood assessment district for the Sacra-
mento area. 
    “For most people in River Park,” noted longtime 
RPNA Board Member Frank Cirill, “their home is by 
far their largest asset.  It just doesn’t make sense to re-
sist a tax assessment of something like 20 cents a day 
that will serve to better protect our assets – and our 
neighbors – from the always present danger of catastro-
phic flood.” 
    In early March, River Park homeowners, like those in 
other flood-prone areas around Sacramento, should look 

Flood Control Assessment Vote In March 
Improved levee protection for Sacramento  

“McMansion” Ordinance 

    Councilman Steve Cohn and Sacramento City Devel-
opment Services Department staff, will meet at 5:30 
p.m., Wednesday March 7 at Fremont Presbyterian 
Church to discuss proposals for a new home remodel 
ordinance.  
    The proposed ordinance would allow home remodels 
and new homes that are in scale with the neighborhood 
to proceed with the regular permit process. However, if 
a home were proposed that is out of scale, by the size or 
volume of a house in the context of lot size, the appli-
cant would have to undergo a two-tier design review 
process. The upper tier would be reserved for particu-
larly large homes on small lots.  
    This more sophisticated approach should better ad-
dress a neighborhood's concerns about “McMansions”.  
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Alanna Butterwork  at 457-6445 or  
e-mail alannab@surewest.net  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, Sacramento, 
CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE            E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Matt Mitchell               RPNA President   736-2029             president@riverparksacramento.net 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725             rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Alanna Butterworth              RPNA Membership   457-6445             alannab@surewest.net 
   Dan Keller               Newsletter Editor   457-5928             dak@surewest.net 
 
To submit an article to the River Park Review, please e-mail information to publisher@riverparksacramento.net. The River Park Review is 
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions. 

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES: Business Card-Plus: $75; Business Card: $50. 

2007 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In Brief: 

Power Outages Discussion 
   SMUD representatives will attend the 7:30 p.m. March 
15 RPNA Board meeting at Fremont Presbyterian 
Church prepared to discuss the power outages that all-
too regularly affect River Park, and to answer questions 
from neighborhood residents about ways the problem 
can be addressed.   
   RPNA meetings are open to all River Park residents.  

New Crime Reporting System 
   The Sacramento Police Department's has a new on-
line crime reporting system. The system allows citizens 
to report crimes on-line and will allow for more accurate 
crime statistics and easier access of report copies.  
   Citizens can log on to www.sacpd.org , choose the 
link for filing an on-line report and the type of crime (lost 
property, thefts, vehicle burglary, harassing phone calls 
and vandalism).   
   A response email will be sent immediately upon com-
pletion with a temporary report number. A permanent 
report number and a free copy of the report will be sent 
to the user within 24 to 48 hours (excluding weekends 
and holidays).  

Benefit Fun Run 
   A 5K fun run is scheduled for Saturday, March 3 at 
Glen Hall Park to benefit the Arthur Benjamin Profes-
sion’s High School HOSA Club (Health Occupations of 
America) and AutismSpeaks.   
   Registration begins at 8 a.m. The race begins at 9 
a.m. Entry fee is $10.  Awards will be given for the top 
three finishers under age 18 and the top three over age 
18.   
   For additional information contact Deborah Meltvedt at 
(916) 456-1502 or email deborah-meltvedt@sac-
city.k12.ca.us. 

Mothers’ Club News 
   The River Park Mothers’ Club will host a movie night 
‘in’ on Friday, March 9th for active members and pro-
spective members and guests.  A family skating day on 
Saturday, March 24th is also planned, followed by a 
children’s craft day later in March.  
   The River Park Mothers’ Club began in 1954 and of-
fers a variety of fun activities for moms, children, and 
families throughout the year.  The RPMC also offers 
special interest groups for members, including a Dining 
Club, a Book Club, and a Scrap booking Club. 
   Call the Mothers’ Club information line at 325-8765 to 
find out more.  

I Remember When…. 
   What was River Park like when you moved here?  
The new River Park website needs a history page.  The 
RPNA is looking for local historians to help share our 
community story.   
   Residents are invited to e-mail neighborhood recollec-
tions and personal memories of River Park to vicepresi-
dent@riverparksacramento.net.  Some stories will be 
shared on the website. 

Doggy Bags 
   River Park dog-walkers are reminded to properly dis-
pose of used doggy bags by dropping them in a trash-
can at home or at the park.  Whether you use a doggy 
bag from a dispenser at the park or a grocery sack from 
home, pet waste should not be disposed of on leaf, 
grass and garden piles.  

Thank You neighbors!  
   The River Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation was overjoyed by the neighbor-
hood's response to the December mem-
bership drive.  
   More than 500 River Park households 
responded by joining the RPNA.  
   In addition, more than  $1100 in gen-
eral donations were collected, more than 150 house-
holds signed up for e-mail bulletins, sixty households 
were added to the yahoogroups listserve, and twenty-
four people signed up to help with neighborhood 
events.   
We deeply appreciate your time, financial support, and 
your sharing of ideas about how the RPNA can best 
serve River Park.   
                                   Thank YOU!  


