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Monthly RPNA Meetings 
Third Thursdays

February 19 & March 19
Fremont Presbyterian Church
Block captains meet at  
7:00 p.m. 

RPNA Board meets at 
7:30 p.m.

All residents are welcome.

Upcoming Events…

It’s a great place to live!
riverparksacramento.net

River Park Review

Glenn Hall Park Workday

Date: Saturday February 28th 

Tools and refreshments provided.
We will be planting three trees, 
removing ivy and pruning. 
Heavy rain will cancel the event.
Contact: Jeff Harris: 455-0996 or cadence@surewest.net
 

Young America Engine 
Company No. 6 was 
organized on June 21, 
1855, with Robert Robinson 
elected as foreman. Other 
officers of the volunteer 
company also were elected. 
The company was located in 
a two-story brick building on 
the east side of 10th Street 
between I and J Streets. On July 13, 
1855, the company was equipped 
with the old engine of the Confidence 
Company. The engine had been 
thoroughly overhauled.

If you’ve been to Fire Station #8, located on H Street, you probably noticed the giant old bell 
standing just outside of the firehouse.  Over the years countless dozens of families have taken 
advantage of the open house tours.  With little ones in tow it is easy to pass by the bell and miss 
out on the story of that bell and how it arrived in River Park.   
The Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder Society was founded back in April 24, 1990 to establish a 
fire museum in Sacramento. As reflected by the name, the society honors the City’s first fire 
company, Mutual Hook and Ladder Company #1, formed on March 20, 1850.  Only a few years 
later the Young American Engine Company No.6 was established. Atop their two-story brick 
building was where this large bell could originally be found.
For the benefit of those readers unfamiliar with this memorial’s significance to the history of 
Sacramento’s Volunteer Fire Department, we relate the narrative below, which is fastened to the 
wall in Station 8’s entryway.

THE BELL OF YOUNG AMERICA ENGINE COMPANY NUMBER 6
A strong rivalry developed 
between the Young America 
Company and Eureka Engine 
Company No. 4. The latter 
almost always got to the fires 
first and an unidentified member 
of Young America Company 
decided that an alarm bell was 
needed. He purchased a bell 
from New York, and it arrived 

by ship in 1857, after having come 
around Cape Horn.
Young America’s bell was rung for 
the first time after installation on New 

CALL FOR BLOCK 
CAPTAINS!

Block Captains serve as
liason between their
immediate neighbors and
RPNA, and deliver the 
River Park Review
Contact: Eric Schranz
916-207-2038
ericrs@surewest.net

Continued on page 4
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River Park Review is published 6 times per year and is available 
to all River Park residents at no charge.

Holiday Lights Contest Winner
This year’s winner of the Holiday Lights contest 
was the Goulding/Aguirre household located 
at 5541 State Avenue. It was a nicely arranged 
display of holiday spirit and earned the $250 cash prize. There were dozens 
of other homes decorated with spectacular displays, many of which were 
not entered in the contest. Watch for next year’s entry form in the December 
issue of the River Park Review and maybe that $250 will arrive in your 
Christmas stocking!  Don’t forget: you can’t win if you don’t enter!

Thank You for Thinking of Others in Need This Year
Thank you River Park residents for your support in the Jesuit High School 
canned food drive this holiday season.  We collected over 500 pounds of 
groceries to donate to local charities in the Sacramento area.  
Jesuit High School’s students: Andrew Huitt-2015 & Matthew Griffin-2016

Here’s An Easy Way To Donate To The River City Food Bank 
When You Shop For Groceries
If you shop regularly at Save Mart for groceries, you can make a small 
contribution to the River City Food Bank by using a S.H.A.R.E.S. card. Each 
card is coded to benefit the food bank.  Every time you shop at Save Mart, 
simply provide the card to the cashier prior to checkout and the RCFB will get 
a few cents on every dollar spent for groceries.  Every purchase adds up and 
helps someone in need. 
To obtain a coded card, please call me and a S.H.A.R.E.S. card will be 
delivered to you.   
On behalf of the River City Food Bank,  
Thank You, 
Annette Braddon-Walker (916) 456-2613, bradann1@comcast.net     
Please put “SHARES via RPNA” in the subject of the email

RPNA Board Member News
Following the recent RPNA elections, there are some new faces and 
reorganizing of the various board positions. At the first meeting of the year, 
RPNA board members nominate and vote for Board officer positions.  Serge 
Stanich, a board member with a few years of RPNA experience under his 
belt, is the new RPNA president. Kimberly Teague will serve as the vice 
president, and Eric Levinson is the new secretary. Barbara Debert will remain 
on the board as the Treasurer. Eric Schranz is taking over block captain 
responsibilities and River Park Review distribution, while Todd Damiano will 
oversee the RPNA website. The 2015 RPNA board is eager to get to work on 
a variety of issues.  

Request for River Park Memorabilia
The RPNA website offers updated information on the neighborhood,  
contact information for a variety of city government officials as well as  
contact information for the local clubs and youth sports leagues.   
One major piece that is missing from the website is a section featuring 
images and stories of River Park’s past.  Imagine visiting the RPNA website 
and finding old images and stories from long ago River Park, what a 
wonderful addition that would be.  If you have old materials you’d like to 
share on the River Park Neighborhood Association website,  
please email me at: webmaster@sacramento.net  (riverparksacramento.net)

IN BRIEF…
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by Todd PlaIn

Expertly Serving East Sacramento Buyers & SellersExpertly Serving East Sacramento Buyers & Sellers

916-454-0323
www.EastSac.com
BRE#01447558

916-454-0323
www.EastSac.com
BRE#01447558

The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 
Sacramento District will 
be constructing levee 
walls across the H 
Street Bridge, requiring 
nighttime partial lane 

closures throughout January, beginning Friday 
Jan. 2, from around 8 p.m. until 6 a.m. 
Vehicle traffic on H Street will be allowed to travel 
in both directions at all times but expect nighttime 
traffic delays in both directions throughout 
January.
H Street, major thoroughfares and the American 
River recreational trail will remain open for the 
duration of the flood risk reduction project, which 
is expected to last into April.  Levee trail access 
detours and closures underneath both ends of 
the H Street Bridge are already in place and are 
expected to last until project completion.

H Street Bridge Levee Work Starts in January

The levee work at the bridge is necessary to close 
a gap in the existing seepage cutoff wall inside the 
levee. Connecting the cutoff wall will help prevent 
water from seeping through and underneath the 
levee as it flows from Folsom Dam to the confluence 
of the American and Sacramento rivers. The Corps 
built more than 20 miles of seepage cutoff walls into 
American River levees between 2000 and 2002, 
but work at around 30 sites was set aside for later, 
where complicated encroachments existed, such as 
utilities, power lines or bridges.
Work at the H Street Bridge and six other locations 
along the lower American River represent the 
last of this river’s levee-gap fixes scheduled to be 
completed in 2015.
Contact:Todd Plain, 916-557-5100
spk-pao@usace.army.mil
http://1.usa.gov/1xzOufk  
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Year’s Night in 1858. On April 13, 1860, the bell 
announced the arrival of the first Pony Express rider 
in Sacramento from the East.
On May 16, 1860, the bell was rung to announce 
the election of Abraham Lincoln as President. The 
bell tolled sadly on April 14, 1865, when news was 
received of the assassination of President Lincoln.
The bell was rung in celebration and joy on May 10, 
1869, to mark the completion of the Transcontinental 
Railroad.
Young America Company’s building and site were 
sold December 2, 1931, and the building later 
was torn down. The bell, its tower, and the fire 
house name plate were taken to Fort Sutter for 
preservation. These relics later were transferred to 
Folsom Lake State Park.
Through the efforts of Fire Chief Tom Deise, the bell, 
its tower, and the name plate were returned to the 
City of Sacramento by the State of California Division 
of Beaches and Parks in May, 1961.
It was early in 2007 when Pioneer Mutual first 
became aware of the deteriorated condition to which 
the bell tower had lapsed. After months of discussion 
and problem solving with the city, Pioneer Mutual 

was finally sanctioned to begin the restoration 
process. And while the repair and repainting of the 
bell tower has been completed, it is the bell itself 
now, along with its mounting assembly that needs 
further attention: the clapper, for one thing, needs to 
be replaced. It won’t be long, however, before we’ll 
be able to relive the history and hearken to the peal 
of Young America’s call-to-muster.
The purpose of the Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder 
Society is to collect, preserve and display fire related 
memorabilia. The museum will offer to the viewing 
public a segment of local history contributing to the 
fable of the Golden West. The displays will permit 
future generations to examine history through the 
realism of treasures as reflected by late nineteenth 
and twentieth-century artifacts.
All Northern California Fire personnel whether full-
time, volunteer, retired, a member of city, county, 
state, or private departments are asked to join and 
display any memorabilia they may have acquired 
during their years of service.
Our secure “Archives Room” contains many old 
photographs, news clippings, films, publications, 
tools and very special artifacts. 
http://www.sacramentofiremuseum.org n

Bell Of Young America Continued from page 1
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Call us with all your  
Real Estate needs ! 

916.802.4697 
BRE#01710266 

916.826.8449 
BRE#01257104 

 
2014 was a great year for us and we could not 

have done it without the help of our friends and 
neighbors. We appreciate the support! Thanks  
for making us the #1 real estate team* in River 

Park! 

Call us for buying, selling, or investing. FREE 
complimentary estimate of value for all River Park 

residents. 

 

A Good Year in Real Estate for 
River Park Homeowners 

River Park Stats for 2014 over 2013 
 Average price sq/ft increased 11% to $292 
 Average days on market went from 28 to 35. 
 Average sales price increased from $404,000 

to $413,000 
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Be part of a team that shines a spotlight on good 
and bad government processes and actions. Your 
Grand Jury involvement will result in better, more 
effective government, a more involved community, 
and a more educated populace.
Applications to join the Sacramento County 
Grand Jury are available now.
What We Are:

The Grand Jury structure and function is established 
in the California Constitution and acts as a vital 
citizen oversight (watchdog) group over county and 
city agencies, departments, officers, and special 
districts such as school boards, water districts, 
parks and recreation districts, fire districts, etc.). 
We are part of the county judiciary branch of 
government. The Grand Jury’s duty is to observe, 
and to investigate, if necessary, the operations of 
local government agencies and officials to ensure 
they are being run efficiently, honestly, and fairly.
The Grand Jury considers citizen complaints against 
county and city public agencies and officials. 
We also tour the prisons within the county and 
investigate them if we deem it necessary.  The 
Grand Jury hears and/or investigates criminal 
matters either when requested by the District 
Attorney or when we discover relevant matters 
during the course of an investigation.  Each year, 
a report on investigations and findings is produced 
and is available to Sacramento County citizens at 
www.sacgrandjury.org.
Grand Jurors serve a one year term from July 1 to 
June 30 of the following year. Jurors are paid a $30 
per diem plus mileage.  Free parking downtown is 
provided.

Would You Like To Improve Our Community?
Volunteer for the Sacramento County Grand Jury for 2015 -16!

Who Can Be a Grand Juror:

A Grand Juror must be at least 18 years old, a US 
citizen, a resident of Sacramento County for at least 
one year, and able to communicate well verbally and 
in writing.  A total of 19 jurors are chosen to serve on 
a Sacramento Grand Jury for a 1 year term.
Jurors come from a variety of professions, careers, 
jobs, and life experiences. One thing they all have 
in common is this:  jurors are thoughtful, dedicated, 
and honorable people who take their oaths of office 
seriously.
How to Apply:

Apply to become a grand juror now by filling out 
and submitting an application to the Sacramento 
County Superior Court. Go to www.sacgrandjury.org 
to obtain an application.  Send it in by February 2, 
2015.  A background check and interview process 
is conducted in late February through early March.  
In late May, early June nominated applicants are 
placed in a random drawing in an open courtroom.  
The work is gratifying, educational, and serves all of 
Sacramento County.
Here is an opportunity to make a difference.  As a 
Grand Juror, you can be part of a system of citizen 
oversight of county and city government and related 
agencies.
Download an application from www.sacgrandjury.org 
today!

Join River Park 
Computer Networks Now!

The best way to stay informed and up to date about what’s happening in River 
Park is by using the neighborhood computer “listservs” and websites.  Lost 

a dog? See something suspicious? Got something to sell? These interactive 
computer networks are already used by hundreds of River Park residents.

River Park Blog Yahoo Group–just send an email to the 
moderator at: 

riverparkblog-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  – or at – 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/riverparkblog/ then,  

“Join this group!”
Send RPList mailing list submissions to:rplist@lists.mcn.org 
To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit 

http://lists.mcn.org/mailman/listinfo/rplist or, via email, send a message with 
subject or body ‘help’ to: rplist-request@lists.mcn.org; 

 You can reach the person managing the list at: rplist-owner@lists.mcn.org

River Park is also listed on nextdoor.com and Facebook.com
The RPNA board has determined that instructions on how to join the two River Park 

computer networks be printed in each issue of the River Park Review.
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Over 60 years of history makes the River Park 
Mothers’ Club one of the many special benefits of 
living in this great neighborhood.  The RPMC is 
starting off the brand new year with our annual kick-
off dinner.  Prospective new members are invited 
to attend to learn more about upcoming events 
and general club information.  Expectant mothers 
are always welcome as well.  The date and time 
for the dinner is still TBD, but interested parties 
can contact current board member Jennifer Judy 
at jenniferjudy@hotmail.com if you would like the 
details as they become available.

Recent club events included a yoga night, a Family 
Christmas party, an ornament exchange party, a  
free trial class at UBarre Pilates in East Sacramento, 
and Senior Treats delivery in late December to 
our population of older neighbors.  A recent crop 
of newborn babies in the club also sprouted up a 
popular infant playgroup that meets weekly with 
more than 10 members.  Expected events in 2015 
include a swim party, July 4th Festival and parade 
participation, Halloween kids’ event, as well as 
casual meet-ups at the park with kids, or evenings  
in town at restaurants without kids.  The club has  
so much to offer new moms.  Check out the 
webpage for more information:  
www.riverparkmothersclub.com.

Mothers’ Club News

The River Park Tree Canopy Project (RPTCP) 
is a community-based program whose goal is to 
maintain and enhance the tree canopy in River 
Park.  The members of our steering committee are 
Kim Teague, Doug Leslie, Lee Ruth, Steve Johns, 
and Kate Riley.  Here’s what we have been doing:
The applications are in, and twenty-one River Park 
residents have applied for free trees in our first 
RPTCP tree-planting event.  Now the Sacramento 
Tree Foundation will work with those residents 
to site trees.  Our planting day will be Saturday, 
February 28.  We will meet at Glenn Hall Park to 
get tools and training.  Those residents who have 
asked for help will be visited by a planting crew.  
We hope you can come out to help!   Look for 
updates on the River Park social media (Facebook 
and NextDoor).
At the RPNA Spring Meeting, we will have a 
program to assist residents in tree care.  Several 
speakers will be invited to share strategies and 
resources for tree care.  Tree specialists will 
provide information on pruning, drought-care and 
watering, staking, mulching, selecting an arborist, 
and care tips for mature trees.  Hope to see you 
there.  We are already beginning planning for our 
second tree-planting this fall to help further restore 
our beautiful tree canopy.  

River Park Tree Canopy Project Update
by Kate Riley

Mike Mason
916.849.7449 CA Lic. # 994065

25065 Blue Ravine Road, Suite 110 • Folsom, CA 95630

mikem@ddflooring.com
www.ddflooring.com

Original Hardwood Refinishing • New Hardwood Installation
Carpet • Tile • Laminate • Cabinets and Countertops

26 Year River Park Resident • 30 Years Floor Covering Experience 

The River Park Review is published by the RPNA,  
which is responsible for its content. RPNA reserves  
the right to edit and/or reject submissions.

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE
 Business Card: $50  2” h x 3.5” w
 Quarter Page: $75  5” h x 3.75 w 
 Half Page: $150  5” h x 7.5” w
 Insert:  $205  11” h x  8.5” w
 Insert:  $255  non standard size 

For advertising, contact Janet Mason at 736-1132 
or ibd@surewest.net, for article submissions, contact  
Todd Damiano at 402-4641, todddamiano@surewest.net 
-OR- John-Michael Kibrick at 873-7829, 
johnmkibrick@gmail.com

Advertise in the Review



7
February 2015        riverparksacramento.net

Caleb Corner 

by Jill Jones - PTSO President

by Tamis Reed

Caleb Greenwood Elementary IB K-6 School

PTSO General Meeting Update
Thank so all who came to our last PTSO meeting! 
We had a great Q & A with Charlie Watters, Kit Carson’s principal. He gave insightful happenings and answered many 
questions about Kit Carson’s IB program, and high school program.
Caleb Greenwood PTSO is proud to announce that we are getting a new play structure for Caleb’s playground! The 
structure will be added to the current structure near the 4th R building. Construction will be underway once we get final 
approval from the district. 
The Daughters’ Dance is coming February 13th! This year’s theme is “Glow in the Dark!” Get ready for fog machines, 
black lights, a fun DJ, and photo booth! It’s a guaranteed great night to spend with your daughters! Information about the 
event and ticket sales will be out soon! Thanks to all the Caleb dads and Brett Jones (event coordinator) for getting this 
event together! 
Planning is underway for Caleb’s Annual Spring Auction event! This is a FUN parents only event that will showcase 
beautiful artwork from our students. This is a wonderful event to mingle with other Caleb parents and have some fun! 
More details to come!
The “Art to Remember” program was a huge success! With your help, we earned just over $3,000! Thank you, Caleb 
families!

Caleb Greenwood IB Update
Caleb Greenwood is moving one step closer to its International Baccalaureate Authorization!  In October 2014, 
Caleb Greenwood, an IB Primary Years Program Candidate School, submitted its application for authorization to 
the International Baccalaureate Organization. An IB verification team will visit the campus in March for two days to 
authenticate the work and implementation of the IB Primary Years Program. This visit is the culmination of much work and 
effort by students, teachers, families, and community members. We are confident the verification team will recognize the 
commitment and efforts of our school community, and we hope to be an IB World School by Fall 2015. Thank you, River 
Park, for your support of Caleb Greenwood throughout our journey with International Baccalaureate.

PTSO News

 by Kelly Cordero 
Caleb Greenwood IB Coordinator

Did you know that an RPNA membership is one of the best 
bargains in the city?  We make possible the Holiday Lights 
Contest, the 4th of July celebration, the bi-monthly River Park 
Review, and Glenn Hall Park Volunteer Corp., as well as the 
Neighborhood Watch and Night Patrol Programs that help to 
keep our neighborhood so safe. The River Park Neighborhood 
Association works tirelessly to maintain and improve the quality 
of life for all of us here in the Park.  Your dues also help to pay 
for neighborhood improvements, annual events, as well as our 
website. By becoming a member of RPNA, you help to support 
the River Park neighborhood. Please show your appreciation of 
these efforts by becoming an RPNA member or renewing your 
RPNA membership today.
Our membership dues are: 1 year at $10.00, 2 years at $18.00 
or 3 years at $25.00. Memberships expire at the end of the 
calendar year, so, please renew your membership now (or join 
for the first time) using the enclosed envelope. Payment via 
PayPal is available through the RPNA website at http://www.
riverparksacramento.net/#!membership/c1e4h

RPNA starts 2015 with 598 members! We start off the new year 
by proudly and warmly welcoming the following new members 
-- thank you and welcome aboard!

Jose & Raquel Abad • Leonard Abbeduto & Terry McMenamin
James & Jill Alcorn • Margaret Ansbach • Justin & Sara Bouw
Chad & Lacy Carothers • Kelli Corlett
Victor Cristobal & Denali Tice
Rachel Degroot & James Gavoni • Adam & Irma Endelman
Eleanor Jones & Mary Snyder • Jaewon & Jasen Jun
Jean Kerins • Albert & Julie Law • Kathleen Lehane
Dan & Jamie Lydersen • Casey & Kimberly Lyons
Erin Magers • Mary Molinaro • Beverly & Roger Reed
Barbara Russey & Keith Spencer
Charles & Christy Trampetti
Deanna & Thomas Witzgall •Stephen Worden

If you would like to see if your membership needs to be 
renewed, please contact Tamis Reed, RPNA Membership 
Database Manager, at 804.5168 or membership@
riverparksacramento.net.  You help to make all that we do 
possible.  Thank you for your support. 

RPNA Kicks Off its Annual Membership Drive - Please Renew or Join RPNA Today!
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by John-Michael Kibrick

Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
BRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!

Who Built River Park?
What’s so fascinating about history? As a journalist, I find 
history immensely appealing for the stories. Every person 
who’s ever lived has a story just like you and I, stories that can 
teach us of far-away times and places and different points of 
view, making our own approach to life richer and more open.
Following an initial investigation, it seems that River Park 
has the unique stories of several individuals to thank for its 
development into the neighborhood that we are all thankful 
for today. John Sandburg, Louis D. Carlson, Glenn Hall, John 
Nolen, and Frederick Law Olmstead Jr. all played significant 
roles in the creation of River Park.
Do any of these names sound familiar? Sandburg Drive 
encloses the vast majority of the neighborhood in a wide circle 
while Carlson Drive provides another key thoroughfare all the 
way over to River Park’s iconic Glenn Hall Park. These are the 
people who made River Park possible.
As detailed in the book “Sacramento Street Whys,” by 
Carlos Alcala, Sandburg moved to Sacramento from the 
Los Angeles region with significant wealth earned in the oil 
industry. After partnering with Carlson, the two bought much 
of the undeveloped land where River Park sits today. Alcala 
suggests that through the partnership, Sandburg and Carlson, 
“Developed more than River Park. They also built in Del Dayo, 
Glenwood Park, and Strawberry Manor.”
Sacramento City Council documents signed by the city’s first 
female Mayor Belle Cooledge, confirm the purchase of River 
Park which Carlson applied for on November 1, 1946. The 
signed papers approving the purchase are dated April 30, 
1948.

Indeed, the street names that we recognize today support the 
story that Sandburg was personally responsible for much of 
the neighborhood’s development. Alcala cites that Shepard 
Avenue was named for his daughter’s married name while 
Wanda Way and Lovella Way were both named for his other 
daughters. Minerva Avenue however, may have been named 
after his spouse Minnie and Ada Way was almost certainly 
named for Louis’s wife. Additionally, Messina Drive was named 
for Frank Messina, an architect who designed the home at 
300 Messina Drive. Ruth Court, the small cul de sac off of 
Moddison Avenue, was named for his wife.
Additional documentation from Mocavo.com (a site meant to 
help individuals research their family history) seems to indicate 
that Sandburg was born on 08/27/1882 and had his social 
security card issued in New Mexico. Though it is difficult to 
confirm that this is River Park’s same John Sandburg, Mocavo.
com places his death in Sacramento in 1966, which seems to 
coincide with all other information available. 
Sandburg and Carlson made further contributions to the area 
by jointly donating 75 acres of land along the American River 
in 1950 to allow the City to set aside the land just north of the 
H Street bridge as the American River Parkway that we know 
today. City Council approved a payment of $20,000 for an 
additional 7 acres of land between the river and River Park.
In the next River Park Review, we’ll discuss who was truly 
behind the development and preservation of the American 
River Parkway: city planner John Nolen, Glenn Hall, and 
Frederick Law Olmstead Jr.
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Send a quality close-up digital photo of your  
River Park pet to: ibd@surewest.net

Park Pets

Chloe and Paco have lived on Minerva Ave for two 
and a half years and they love River Park!  Both were 
born in Boston, MA and rescued from shelters.  When 
mom decided to move back to California they were 
not very happy about the flight, but now that they 
have a great backyard and neighborhood to roam 
they are happy with the move.  Chloe likes to “DJ” 
like her dad, whom she also follows around the 

house and yard. Paco likes 
to cuddle with mom when 
he’s not out exploring the 
neighbors yards. 
 
Julie Garrison

River Park Baseball – Opening Day
Saturday March 7th 2015 
The annual opening day parade has been a 
tradition in River Park for decades. Each team’s 
players, coaches and families decorate their 
team’s parade float (truck and/or trailer) in their 
team’s colors. Some do this the night before at 
a team gathering. Many do this at the field the 
morning of Opening Day. Players and coaches 
ride in the vehicle.
The parade starts at 9:00 a.m. sharp, leaving 
Ciavarella Field and touring a 3 mile route (takes 
about 1 hour) through the neighborhood before 
returning to Ciavarella Field. On the way, the 
players gently toss candy to the sleepy-eyed 
neighbors who have been drawn from their homes 
by the blaring horns of the floats. We receive great 
support from the City as the parade is led by a 
fire engine and two patrol cars from the Police 
Department.
Once the parade ends (about 10 a.m.), the teams 
will assemble in the outfield grass of Ciavarella 
Field for player introductions, the national anthem 
and the ceremonial first pitch. 
River Park loves baseball! Please be 
courteous when driving down Moddison, 
pick up your trash and have FUN! 
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WINTER CLEANUP

Open Season on the River Levee
I pass Caleb Elementary on Carlson at a steady 
jog, breathing in the fresh morning air with Glenn 
Hall in my sights. I pass through the neighborhood 
and the park like any other day enjoying the quiet, 
the trees, and the friendly neighbors who always 
greet me with a joyful, “Good morning!”
I reach the levee and turn right, continuing my 
steady pace. I hit the H Street bridge construction 
and head back the opposite direction with a sigh; I 
like to cover distance when I’m running, to feel like 
I’m actually getting somewhere. A little exploration 
might be in order.
On this particular Saturday, after doubling back, I 
continued past Glenn Hall, running sometimes on 
the levee path and sometimes on the small foot 
trails near the water’s edge. I hadn’t been out that 
way since my first run on the levee some three-
and-a-half months ago when the Army Corps of 
Engineers had the path closed off for construction 
at the corner of Carrington and Sandburg.
Well, the construction is finally completed and 
both the levee and waterfront are open again 
to joggers, families and their children, and all 
others in the neighborhood who appreciate the 
astounding recreational value of having the 
American River in our backyard.

by John-Michael Kibrick

While running along the levee, I was overcome by 
a feeling of isolation despite being just yards away 
from a populated neighborhood, our neighborhood. 
The river and surrounding paths are beautiful, and 
capture the essence of the great American outdoors 
- a conflicting, but pleasant feeling of home and 
exploration at the same time.
This almost other-worldly environment by the river 
is inspiring and with the steady rhythm of my feet on 
the bare earth the surrounding inevitably turns my 
thoughts inward. I let my heart wander freely into the 
past before flowing into my present and eventually 
into ponderings on the future.
Running is an opportunity for self-improvement 
both physically and emotionally through reflection, 
inspiration, and deep thought. The calm nature of 
River Park and particularly of the levee and river 
bank drastically enhances the benefits of that self-
improvement.
I would like to encourage all River Park residents 
to take advantage of the opportunity to explore 
the wilderness that lies just beyond our backyard, 
especially with the recent completion of construction 
and reopening of the levee.
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CALL FOR BLOCK CAPTAINS!
Block Captains serve as liason between their immediate neighbors and RPNA, and deliver the 
River Park Review! Contact: Eric Schranz, 916-207-2038, ericrs@surewest.net

It appears River Park, and East Sac in general, 
is experiencing an increase in car thefts and 
vandalism. Following Christmas break at Caleb 
Greenwood, on the first day back to school, a car 
parked across the street from Caleb was broken 
into.  At roughly 11 AM, the driver left vehicle to pick 
up her kinder, leaving a purse and laptop computer 
on the passenger seat of the car. This was a crime 
of opportunity that someone found too good to pass 
up. She returned to find the car window broken out, 
and her purse and laptop missing.  For such a crime 
to unfold during broad daylight, and near a school, 
exhibits the boldness of the criminals who may be 
on River Park streets at this very moment. Video 
of the thief may have been captured by a security 
camera mounted on a nearby school building, Sac 

PD is reviewing the footage at the time this article 
was written.  
This isn’t the only incident of this type of crime. The 
crime report in this issue of the Review lists multiple 
incidents of car break-ins  all over the neighborhood. 
Another ongoing crime in East Sac is the slashing of 
car tires. On January 16th the Caleb Greenwood’s 
art teacher went to her car to leave for work, only 
to find two tires on each of the family’s cars were 
slashed. Their cars were parked in front of their 
home, and this isn’t the first incident either. There 
are at least two more incidents like this reported in 
East Sac over the past two months.  
With that in mind I thought it appropriate to share 
this list that was sent to me by a fellow RPNA board 
member a while back.

8 THINGS A BURGLAR WON’T TELL YOU:
1. Sometimes, I carry a clipboard. Sometimes, I dress like a lawn guy and carry a rake. I do my best to 
never, ever look like a crook.
2. The two things I hate most: loud dogs and nosy neighbors.
3. I’ll break a window to get in, even if it makes a little noise. If your neighbor hears one loud sound, 
he’ll stop what he’s doing and wait to hear it again. If he doesn’t hear it again, he’ll just go back to what 
he was doing. It’s human nature.
4. I’m not complaining, but why would you pay all that money for a fancy alarm system and leave your 
house without setting it?
5. I love looking in your windows. I’m looking for signs that you’re home, and for flat screen TVs or 
gaming systems I’d like.  I’ll drive or walk through your neighborhood at night, before you close the 
blinds, just to pick my targets.
6. Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook page. It’s easier than you think to look up your 
address.
7. To you, leaving that window open just a crack during the day is a way to let in a little fresh air. To me, 
it’s an invitation.
8. If you don’t answer when I knock, I try the door.  Occasionally, I hit the jackpot and walk right in.

Burglars & Vandals by Todd Damiano
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by Serge Stanich 

Source: http://www.raidsonline.com

Neighborhood safety relies, most importantly, on ordinary 
people calling the police to report crimes and suspicious 
behavior when they observe it. Several crimes in River Park 
have been interrupted and solved by neighbors who reported 
suspicious behavior that later turned out to be crimes in 
progress. Many people ask what constitutes “suspicious 
behavior” and when should they call the police.  
 
The list below provides some examples collected from the Oxnard/Fremont 
Police Departments (http://www.fnnc.org/suspicious.html).  While they may not 
actually be associated with actual crimes, it is better for the police to inquire 
and prevent a potential crime than to ignore suspicious behavior, which later 
turns out to have been a crime in progress.    

• A person looking into parked cars may be looking for a car  
to steal or for valuables left in plain view inside. 

• Persons entering or leaving a business place after hours 
may be burglars. 

• The sound of breaking glass or other loud, explosive noises 
could mean an accident, break-in, or vandalism. 

• Persons loitering around schools, parks, secluded areas, or 
in the neighborhood may be sex offenders, may be “casing” 
for crime, or may be acting as a look-out.  

• Persons claiming to be representatives of utilities (gas, 
phone, water, electric, cable) but who are not in uniform  
or have no company identification may be burglars. 

• Persons going door- to- door in your neighborhood.  
If they look into windows, appear to be trying doors to see  
if they’re unlocked, or go to a side- or back- yard, they may 
be burglars. 

• A person loitering in front of a home or business is suspicious 
if the residents are away for if the business is closed. There 
may be a burglary in progress. 

• Anyone tampering with or forcing entry into a building or 
vehicle is suspicious anytime, anywhere. 

River Park Neighborhood Watch Report:
What is suspicious behavior?  When should you call the police?

• A person who is running and does not appear to be 
exercising, especially if carrying property could be fleeing  
the scene of a crime. 

• Simply carrying property may be regarded as suspicious  
if it is at an unusual hour, in an unusual place, if the person 
appears to be trying to conceal the property, or if the property 
is not wrapped as if it were just purchased. 

• A person exhibiting unusual mental or physical behavior may 
be injured, under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol, or in 
need of psychiatric help. 

• Any vehicle without lights at night, cruising slowly, or 
following a course that seems aimless or repetitive is 
suspicious in any location, but particularly so in areas  
of schools, parks, and playgrounds. Occupants may be  
“casing” for a burglary or robbery, or they could possibly  
be drug dealers or sex offenders. 

• Parked, occupied vehicles are worth noting, especially  
if seen at unusual hours. It could be a possible lookout  
for a crime, even if the occupants appear to be lovers. 

• Vehicles being loaded with valuables are suspicious if 
parked at a closed business or residence at night or when 
the occupants are away, even if the vehicle appears to 
be a legitimate commercial unit. Professional thieves will 
often take the time and trouble to customize their vehicles 
with special signs in order to move freely without attracting 
attention and raising suspicion. 

• Apparent business transactions conducted from a vehicle, 
especially around schools or parks and if juveniles are 
involved, may be indicative of drug sales. 

If you see any of these types of activities, please call 
the Sacramento Police Department by calling either 
the non-emergency number at (916) 264-5471 or the 
emergency number (916) 264-5151.  

11/11/2014 3:00 PM 52XX Moddison   Poss. of drug paraphernalia
11/11/2014 1:00 AM 37XX Erlewine Circle  Poss. of Forged DL/ID
11/12/2014 11:30 PM 58XX Callister   Burglary Vehicle
11/13/2014 12:00 AM 53XX Spilman   Burglary Vehicle
11/14/2014 9:00 PM 53XX State   Burglary Vehicle
11/17/2014 1:14 AM 50XX Jennings Way  Burglary Vehicle
11/17/2014 1:14 AM 50XX Jennings Way  Burglary Vehicle
12/4/2014 3:56 PM 4XX Sandburg   Burg. Residence Force
12/9/2014 9:00 AM 1XX Sandburg   Grand Theft
12/9/2014 12:55 PM 53XX Sandburg   Aggravated Assault/AWDW Non-Firearm
12/11/2014 7:00 AM 56XX Carlson Dr.  Burglary Vehicle
12/12/2014 11:00 PM 56XX State Avenue  Burglary Vehicle
12/22/2014 11:25 AM Carlson Dr./Moddison Ave Vandalism 
12/22/2014 6:00 PM 54XX Carlson Dr.  Burglary Residential
12/28/2014 8:25 AM 52XX Moddison   Marijuana in Vehicle

For more information on how to support the Neighborhood Watch please contact Serge Stanich at sergestanich@gmail.com.


