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Monthly RPNA Meetings 
Third Thursdays

Thursdays, Feb. 20, Mar. 20 
Caleb Greenwood Cafeteria
Block captains meet at  
7:00 p.m. 

RPNA Board meets at 
7:30 p.m.

All residents are welcome.

Upcoming Events…

Glenn Hall Park
Workday
Date: March 15th
9:00 a.m. - Noon 
Bring HAT & gloves.
Tools and refreshments 
will be provided. 
Contact: Jeff Harris: 
455-0996
cadence@surewest.net

If you’d like to contribute, contact:
Jeff Harris: 455-0996 cadence@surewest.net 
 – or –
Todd Damiano: 402-4641  todddamiano@surewest.
net 
Please put “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your email for 
identification purposes.

Letters to the Editors…

(continued on page 2)(continued on page 2)

In early January, our family went up to 
Folsom Lake to explore and see the half 
empty lake first hand. We pulled into the 
crowded parking lot at Brown’s Ravine 
and proceeded to hike over rolling hills 
of lake bed pebbles. On the way to the 
water’s edge we passed a marina, resting 
flat on the dry lake floor, easily 25 feet 
below the bottom step of the staircase 
dangling on the bank. Along with 
hundreds of other visitors, we explored 
the remnants of Mormon Island, a gold 
rush era town which was flooded back in 
1955 after the construction of the Folsom 
dam. Our little adventure was amazing, 
but the lack of water made it a little scary.
On January 14th, the Sacramento City 
Council voted unanimously to enact 

by Todd Damiano

by Todd Damiano

Water, Water, 
Wherefore Art Thou?

Last spring members of RPNA, as 
well as representatives from Sac 
State and SABA(Sacramento Area 
Bicycle Advocates), met with the City 
Transportation Officials to decide what 
changes were needed at the H and J 
Street intersections at Carlson Drive. 
Those meetings with an agreement on 
a two step plan. The first step, which 
consisted of re-striping the pavement 
and installing a new traffic signal, was 
completed in November of 2013. The 
second step is a project of greater scope 
and expense. To finance this project, the 
City applied for a grant last July. 
It was recently announced that the grant 
was approved, and the second step, 
named Option E, will move forward. The 
current schedule calls for the planning to 
begin this spring. Once concluded, bids will 
be accepted in 2015 with construction to 
begin in 2016. The projected completion is 
set for September of that same year.  
Renderings of Option E were provided by 

H and J Street Intersections:
The Inside Scoop
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Water   (continued from page 1)

water rationing which requires residents & businesses in Sacramento to 
reduce their water use by between 20 and 30 percent. Patrols, using 3 water 
waste investigators, and organized neighborhood volunteers throughout 
Sacramento, will be mobilized to catch those who are not conforming to 
existing water restrictions. In the coming weeks 15 more inspectors will 
be added to those patrols. Washing sidewalks & driveways with water is 
not allowed, and cars must be washed with buckets, not a hose. Repeat 
offenders could face fines up to $1000. If Sacramento does not see a 
tremendous increase in rainfall in the near future, it’s likely that water 
restrictions will go up from 20% to 50%. 
To help residents with water conservation, the City of Sacramento has a 
program called the “Water Wise House Call”. Residents can call to set up 
an appointment with a conservation specialist who will come to your home 
and provide you with free tips and tools to save water. They will conduct an 
indoor water efficiency assessment and check your outdoor irrigation system 
as well.  Perhaps the simplest and cheapest way to conserve water is to 
install 1.28 gallon flush toilets. They are not too expensive, work well, and 
typically save thousands of gallons of water annually.  The newly adopted 
building code will require anyone who applies for a home remodeling permit 
to install low flush toilets, as well as flow restrictive shower heads.
Call 311 or 916-264-5011. For more water conservation information, please 
visit online: www.cityofsacramento.org/utilities. n

(continued from page 1)

the city have been posted on the Sacramento River Park Facebook page, 
Nextdoor.com and the Yahoo blog.
The major changes coming will include:
•	 Reducing the east bound H Street to one lane on the approach to 

Carlson Drive, with a bike lane added. 
•	 Pedestrian operated signals on both sides of Carlson Ave at the entrance 

of Sac State.
•	 New crosswalks on the east side of Carlson at H and J Streets 
•	 Additional traffic signals
•	 Green bike boxes at both H & J Street intersections

There has been a fair amount of confusion regarding the green painted 
bicycle lanes that were recently put in place. The City refers to them as 
“shared lanes”. They are essentially bike lanes made more visible with green 
paint and motorists should treat them as such. The key element is actually 
the white stripe that borders the green paint. The evenly spaced green 
rectangles are bordered with a dashed white line, which indicates areas 
where cars are allowed. The large, solid green stretches, which have a solid 
white line, are for bicycle use only. A car is permitted to be stopped in the 
shared lane if it is turning right at an intersection. The solid white line is not to 
be crossed by motorized vehicles.
The cycling community welcomes the green paint because it gets the 
attention of the motorists, and secures them a safe space to operate. The 
City Transportation Officials are reserving the installation of green bike 
lanes to areas and intersections where the traffic volume is heavy. What 
is in place now at the H & J Street intersections is not the final solution, a 
more comprehensive treatment will be installed in the coming years. As 
this process moves forward, bicyclists and motorists should observe the 
new changes and make any needed adjustments in an effort to ensure safe 
passage for everyone. n

Intersections
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This year’s winner of the Holiday Lights contest 
was Judy Sherman, Bev Sherman’s sister, who 
lives at 270 Messina Drive. She assembled an 
impressive display of holiday spirit, and for that 
was rewarded with a $250 cash prize. There 
were dozens of other homes decorated with 
spectacular displays, some of which were not 
entered in the contest. Don’t be shy next year, 
that $250 could go towards paying that festive 
SMUD bill!

2013 Holiday Lights Contest!
And The Winner Is.....

RPNA’s annual membership drive is underway and we 
have enclosed a self-addressed membership envelope 
to help you renew your membership or to become a 
member of RPNA today.
Membership in RPNA is one of the best bargains in 
the city. By becoming a member of RPNA, you help 
to support the River Park neighborhood. The River 
Park Neighborhood Association works tirelessly to 
maintain and improve the quality of life for all of us here 
in the Park. Your dues help to pay for neighborhood 
improvements and annual events such as the Fourth of 
July extravaganza, holiday lights decorating contest, as 
well as supporting our Glenn Hall Park Volunteer Corp., 
Neighborhood Watch and Night Patrol Programs that 
help to keep our neighborhood so safe. This newsletter 
and our website are amazing ways to stay current and up 
to date on everything that is happening in our wonderful 
River Park.
Maybe you cherish walking your dogs on the bike 
trail, basking in the sun at Glenn Hall Pool, or dancing 
the evening away at Pops in the Park. Or, you just 
love living in what is considered to be one of the most 
desirable neighborhoods anywhere.  Please show your 
appreciation of these efforts by becoming an RPNA 
member or renewing your RPNA membership today. 
RPNA membership dues are the lowest of any 
neighborhood association we know of in the Sacramento 

area. Join RPNA for 1 year at $10.00, 2 years at $18.00 or 
3 years at $25.00. Memberships expire at the end of the 
calendar year so, please renew your membership now (or join 
for the first time) using the enclosed envelope. Payment via 
PayPal is available through the RPNA website at http://www.
riverparksacramento.net/aboutus/membership.htm 
RPNA starts 2014 with 495 members!  This month, RPNA also 
celebrates block C2 (5620 to 5713 Sandburg; 5623 to 5639 
Balboa; & 5709 Caleb), and its Block Captain Steve Harriman 
– they currently have the highest membership percentage 
level, with 2/3 of its households with current memberships!  
We will miss Steve as an amazing member of our board and 
sincerely thank him for his leadership. Thank you so much for 
your support!  We hope that each block in River Park will soon 
achieve this level of membership too.
We warmly welcome the following new members -- thank you 
and welcome aboard!

Maria Melchiorre
Irma Munoz

Kristi & Lisa Riggs-DiPinto
Emily Sommer

If you aren’t sure if your membership needs to be renewed, 
please contact Tamis Reed, RPNA Membership Database 
Manager, at 804.5168 or membership@riverparksacramento.
net.  You help to make all that we do possible. Thank you for 
your support.

RPNA Loves And Appreciates Our Members!
Please Renew Or Join RPNA Today During Our Annual Membership Drive

by Tamis Reed

The River Park Review is published by the RPNA,  
which is responsible for its content. RPNA reserves  
the right to edit and/or reject submissions.

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE
 Business Card: $50  2” h x 3.5” w
 Quarter Page: $75  5” h x 3.75 w 
 Half Page: $150  5” h x 7.5” w
 Insert:  $205  11” h x  8.5” w
 Insert:  $255  non standard size 

For advertising, contact Janet Mason at 736-1132 
or ibd@surewest.net, for article submissions, contact Jeff 
Harris at 455-0996 or cadence@surewest.net or Todd 
Damiano at 402-4641 or todddamiano@surewest.net

Advertise in the Review
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Hello Friends and Neighbors of River Park, our 2014 Spring Season of baseball is upon us.   

March 8th  - Opening Day

April 5th  - Hit-A-Thon and Movie on the Mound

May 31st. - 43rd Annual Broken Bat Ball (held at the Newman Center) 

June 7th - Picnic Day/Championship Day 
All events are held at Ciavarella Field (Moddison Avenue); with the exception of the annual 
Broken Bat Ball event which is held at the Newman Center.  
Thank you for your continued support for the River Park Youth Baseball Club. See you at the 
ballfield.    
Sincerely, 
River Park Youth Baseball Club - www.RiverParkBaseball.org
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by Ed Stimac

Paid Political Advertisement

On Wednesday, Jan. 15th the River Park Soccer 
Club held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) and 
elected Ed Stimac as Manager, Deborah Diller as 
Secretary, and Phil Pasqua, James Christiansen, 
Ryan Swanson, Matt Mitchell, and Lynette 
Grefrath as At-Large board members.  
Unfortunately, there were no volunteers elected 
as Head Coach, Treasurer, and Registrar, and 
there are a number of other duties that also 
don’t have committed volunteers including 
Head Referee, Uniforms Coordinator, Caleb 
Greenwood Fields Coordinator, Protest and 
Discipline (PAD) representative, Webmaster 
& Communications, Publicity Coordinator, and 
Picture Event Coordinator.  
It is a wonderful opportunity to be able to play 
youth soccer in this neighborhood. There are 
very few other neighborhoods where players and 
families can walk or ride their bikes to practice 
and games and the community should cherish 
it. The club is also in very good financial shape 
and well positioned to invest in its players and 

coaches and provide an outstanding soccer playing 
experience for the kids.    
We need more volunteers, however, to be able 
to continue our neighborhood soccer club.  If you 
would like your children to play soccer in River Park 
this fall please consider volunteering for one of the 
open positions. If you have any questions please 
contact Ed Stimac at manager@riverparksoccer.
org.

River Park Soccer Club 2014 Update
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www.EastSac.com 




Neighbor Update: I’m Riding to End AIDS

From June 1-7, 2014, I’m bicycling in AIDS/LifeCycle. 
It’s a 7-day, 545-mile bike ride from San Francisco to 
Los Angeles to make a world of difference in the lives 
of people living with HIV and AIDS and I need your 
help!
Please help me support AIDS/LifeCycle by giving 
what you can. We’ll keep riding until AIDS and HIV 
are a thing of the past.
This will be my third ride. I participated in Lifecycle 4 
and 7. I was training for Lifecycle 10 when I fell and 
broke my femur in four spots.  After 2 major surgeries 
I am ready to once again jump in and help a very 
worthwhile organization.
The ride is a fantastic experience. It challenges you 
to the core. There is something about riding a bicycle 

for 7 hours a day for 7 straight days that brings very 
special challenges.  
What makes it worthwhile is knowing that you have gone 
outside your comfort zone to help someone.  For every 
hour that I train and ride I concentrate on the thought 
that my actions make a difference. 
Please help me with your donations to contribute to 
making that difference. Do not sit on the sidelines as 
between all of us we can make difference in someone’s 
life that needs our help.
Rex Hescock (The Dawg)
Visit my personal page: http://www.tofighthiv.
org/site TR?px=1511243&pg=personal&fr_
id=1630&et=ZmX2zFAOf-HId0OrV7jRAQ&s_
tafId=71965
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February
Feb 7th - Spring Raffle Starts
March
March 14th - Spring Auction-Take Back the 
Night!  6pm to midnight at Dante Club
March 17th - Crocker Art Museum brings us 
the “Art Ark”  .  Location will be at the school
March 19th - Family art night sponsored 
by the Crocker Art Ark and SCUSD parent 
participation program-5pm.  Location will be at 
the school

Caleb Corner by Todd Damiano

April
April 4th - Son Bingo 6pm in school multi 
purpose room
April 25th - Family Movie Night- Sponsored by 
the Caleb Student Leadership Team.
May
May 2nd - Daughter Dance 6pm in school multi 
purpose room
May 5th–9th - Teacher Appreciation Week

Caleb’s PTSO (Parent Teacher Student Organization) meets every month on the first Tuesday in the Cafeteria at 7:00 pm. 
Please join us and hear about all the great things going on at Caleb and our upcoming events for the year.
Caleb Greenwood Elementary IB K-6 School

LOVE IS IN THE AIR…………….
....and so is the odor of skunk.  Many 
River Park residents may be noticing 
that familiar odor that indicates a skunk 
is nearby. The smelling and sighting 
of these little critters prancing around 
in the neighborhood has increased 
lately. This is breeding season for 
skunks, and they are coming out to 
look for each other and play. If you are one of the 
unfortunate ones, you (or your dog) may have 
gotten on the wrong end of a skunk recently. 
Skunks are nocturnal animals that will leave their 
natural home and visit a residential area after 
sunset. However, it is not unusual to see a skunk 
during daylight hours. They search for food, 
water, and shelter, and may be enticed into our 
neighborhood by the following:
•	 dog and cat food left outdoors
•	 open compost piles
•	 access to crawl spaces under houses
•	 openings under elevated porches or sheds
•	 fruit trees, vegetable gardens, or ponds

Some things you can do to discourage skunks 
from coming around include covering access 
to crawl spaces under your home, and closing 
openings around decks, sheds, stairs, and hot 
tubs. Also, keep woodpiles elevated above the 
ground. Skunks are predators of rodents and 

will look for them in these areas.  Keep 
compost in sturdy closed containers.  Also, 
make sure trash and recycle containers 
are securely closed. If you feed your pets 
outside, make sure their food is brought 
indoors at dusk. Skunks normally do not 
climb, but may get under a fence. The City 
of Sacramento’s web site provides more 

details on things you can do to discourage skunks:  
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/generalservices/
animal-care/general-info/skunks.cfm
Finally, protect your pets by keeping them inside 
at night. If you need to let your dog out during the 
night, turn on an outside light and/or use a flash 
light to scan the yard first. If you or your pet gets 
sprayed by a skunk, try this: 

“De-Skunking Recipe” 
1 quart of 3% Hydrogen Peroxide
¼ cup Baking Soda
1 tsp Liquid Dish Soap (Dawn or Palmolive are 
good choices)

Mix and apply immediately to sprayed areas.  
Avoid the eyes and nose.  Rinse off and re-apply 
if necessary.  Must be mixed at time of needed 
use, and not pre-bottled. This potion effervesces 
and has a short working life, but is very effective at 
removing the skunk’s volatile oils.

By Lynette Scalora
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Chris Little  •  698-1961  •  Chris@LittleRES.com

4201 H Street www.ChrisLittleSells.com
BRE# 01437284

Put River Park & East Sacramento
knowledge and experience 
to work for you!

Call me TODAY 
for all of your 
real estate needs!

The River Park Mothers’ Club 
is a great way to meet your 

neighbors and make new friends.  
Serving the community since 1954.  

Please check out our website for 
more information: 

www.riverparkmothersclub.com

Play Date Anyone?
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Send a quality close-up digital 
photo of your River Park pet  

with their bio to:  
ibd@surewest.net

Park Pets

Maka Uli Mo’olelo is a  4 y/o terrier-mix 
rescue from the Sac SPCA & Max-a-million 
is a 10 year old Chug (Chihuahua/pug). 
They love their walks and stop at every 
corner until their owner tells them it’s ok to 
proceed.  You can often see them walking 
down Carlson-Maka far ahead, avoiding 
leaves at all cost; and Max lags far behind, 
sniffing at every bush (although he’d prefer 
to be carried). They recently gained their 
first human baby brother and have been 
experiencing disruptions in sleep, however 
because they have been so loving and 
patient, they have been enjoying extra-
yummy dinners! They have now made being 
good puppy brothers a priority.

Garden Club News
River Park Garden Club Welcomes You!

River Park probably has the best garden 
soil in Sacramento. We have a lot of sandy 
clay loam. RP used to be a peach orchard 
and a hop farm; now we have some of 
the best trees in the county. We also have 
one of the tightest knit communities in the 
city. Put those together and you have a 
recipe for a garden club. The River Park 
Garden club started in 1951, and has 95 
members from 60 households. If you love 
gardening, JOIN US! Its only $10.00/year, 
and you’ll get a newsletter and access to 
five potluck-lectures annually, covering 
diverse gardening and agricultural subjects. 
Plus a Christmas social at the end of the 
year! Contact Mary Lou Tucker at 457-9702 
for membership information, or go to the 
website:

www.riverparkgardenclub.yolasite.com

Upcoming Lecture:
February 13–  Soleil Tranquilli owner of 
Tranquill Gardens 

    “River Friendly Gardens.” 

Join River Park 
Computer Networks Now!

The best way to stay informed and up to date about what’s happening in River 
Park is by using the neighborhood computer “listservs” and websites.  Lost 

a dog? See something suspicious? Got something to sell? These interactive 
computer networks are already used by hundreds of River Park residents.

River Park Blog Yahoo Group–just send an email to the 
moderator at: 

riverparkblog-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  – or at – 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/riverparkblog/ then,  

“Join this group!”
RP Listserv–send an email to: admin@riverparklist.com,  

the administrator will then allow you access. 
River Park is also listed on nextdoor.com and Facebook.com

The RPNA board has determined that instructions on how to join the two River Park 

computer networks be printed in each issue of the River Park Review.
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by Todd Damiano

As part of the ongoing series of Winemakers in 
River Park, the next interview began with a visit 
to a man whom many in the winemaker circles 
consider “the” king pin of home winemakers, Joe 
Kramer. 
When I arrived at the Kramer 
home on Sandburg, I was 
warmly greeted and we sat 
down at the patio table where 
a platter of bread, cheese, and 
fruit awaited us. It was then 
I realized I should’ve begun 
writing these wine articles long 
ago. Joe opened a bottle of his 
wine and proceeded to detail 
his extensive wine making 
experience. Soon into the 
interview he insisted that he not 
be the focus of the next article. 
“I’m tired of the limelight,” he 
said. “Let someone else tell 
their story.” I was then given a 
short list of names and phone 
numbers for other wine makers 
in the neighborhood. As a 
result, the remainder of my visit with Joe was spent learning 
some local history and sampling some wonderful wine in the 
company of friends. Not a bad way to spend the afternoon.
After the holiday season, I gave one of those contacts a 
call. His name is Matt Sainson, and we arranged a time to 
meet at his home. His journey into wine making began when 
he was a contractor offering his computer programming 
services at the State Fair commercial wine competition. 
While there he met John Benbow, an experienced wine 
maker who not only befriended Matt, but offered to mentor 
him. Once he understood the basics, Matt was sent out into 
the big winemaking world to explore, experiment, and pursue 
his own vision.

As with any venture, Matt started on a small scale until 
confidence and familiarity set in. Back in 1997, he started 
by making 20-30 gallons of Zinfandel. As the years passed, 
he made connections, learned from his experiences, and 
gathered information from other winemakers. His wine 
production increased to the point where he now generates 

about 70 cases annually including 
varietals such as Zinfandel, Syrah, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Petite Verdot, 
Barbera, Petite Sirah, and Tempranillo. 
As Matt shared his winemaking journey, 
his artistic drive to create became more 
and more evident. He’s taken classes 
through the UC extension on wine 
chemistry and vineyard management. 
He has attended seminars designed for 
commercial wineries. But what caught 
my attention is that he generally works 
alone. There are times during the 
winemaking process when the need for 
more hands is unavoidable, and during 
those steps Matt relies on friends for 
support, but aside from that he follows 
his own vision when choosing what to 
produce and how to produce it. While 
many winemakers are content to focus 

on red wines only, Matt decided to broaden his horizons 
by making white wines such as Viognier, Semillon, Muscat 
and sparkling wine. When there is down time, he enjoys 
designing his own wine labels.
Matt Sainson’s adventure into wine making has taken him 
full circle. Once the student, he is now the mentor. Last 
year, in his own driveway, he presented a 4-hour class that 
covered the entire process of winemaking, from growing and 
picking the grapes to equipment and bottling. If you find this 
intriguing, he hopes to repeat the class this year. Interested? 
Feel free to contact Matt using his email address below. Who 
knows, if this strikes your fancy, you may find yourself as a 
new student on the threshold of your own adventure.  
mattsainson@gmail.com

River Park Vintners

Little Free Libraries are small structures that facilitate community book sharing, and River 
Park is about to get two of them.
Last August, RP resident Autumn Nguyen created an Indiegogo fundraising webpage, 
and within a month more than 20 people donated a total of $600 to our Little Free Library 
Project! That money is now being used to build two libraries. If you’d like to be involved with 
the construction process, painting, etc., please email Autumn (tginguyen@gmail.com).
Where will the Little Free Libraries be located?  Autumn is planning to put one in her yard at 
the corner of Spilman & Ada, and the other will be in front of Caleb Greenwood. Once the 

libraries have been set up, I hope everyone in RP will use and enjoy them.
If you’d like to know more about Little Free Libraries, please check these websites:
 http://littlefreelibrary.org/
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Free_Library

by Julian EliasComing Soon: Little Free Libraries

L-R: Jim Wong,Charlie Sauser, Matt Sainson
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Parks Update
Sacramento has a long-standing reputation as the “City of 
Trees”, as well it should, since we have a tremendous number 
of mature and majestic trees, and River Park has many of the 
best. We currently have three Tree Ordinances, which are the 
laws that reflect our policies regarding trees and their value to 
this city.
There have been many changes since these ordinances 
were adopted (both physical and political) and they are no 
longer serving their intended purpose. The current ordinance 
does not adequately acknowledge the benefits of trees to the 
municipality, does not state canopy coverage goals, address 
performance standards, nor provide design requirements 
for new development. It doesn’t target species diversity, and 
is inadequate in outlining the permit, hearing and appeal 
processes. Definitions need updating, and maintenance 
responsibility needs delineation.
For these reasons and more, a consultant has been hired 
and a stakeholder group convened to re-write our outdated 
ordinance in the hope of reducing tree appeals and optimizing 
the maintenance of our urban forest. Great progress is being 
made, and we can expect to have the new ordinance by June 
or July.
Sutter’s Landing Park has projects pending and in progress. 
The planting of riparian shrubs is taking place in the “Triangle” 
area at the eastern end of the park. This is quite visible coming 

by Jeff Harris

WINTER SPECIAL

into town on business 80. The planting is a mitigation 
project for saplings that were cut down two years ago in 
an effort to remove an entrenched homeless encampment 
situated quite close to River Park.
Removal of non-native species of plants, and replacement 
with natives, will commence this year, and a section 
of the Two Rivers bike trail will be paved between the 
Skate Park and the Union Pacific railway. CM Cohn has 
stated that SACOG funding has been secured to pave a 
bike trail section from H Street to Sutter’s Landing Park, 
and continuing to the Sacramento Northern bike trail at 
Highway 160. Jim Brown (director of Sacramento Area 
Bicycle Advocates) has noted that the paving of the 
segment from Hwy 160 to Tiscornia Park has resulted in 
a substantial cleanup of the area, with decreased illegal 
camping and dumping. This project has been part of the 
regional master plan since the 1980’s. The plan calls for 
a paved bike trail on the south side of the American River, 
and the east side of the Sacramento River, from H Street 
all the way to the town of Freeport. Should make for a 
nice ride, but it is not without opposition. Not all neighbors 
are in favor of paving the levee along River Park, nor 
in the Pocket area. There will certainly be further public 
discussions about the project.n
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by Serge Stanich 

Source: http://www.raidsonline.com

Only halfway into January 
2014 and River Park 
has already experienced 
three residential 
burglaries, two of which 
have occurred in the 
courts adjacent to Glenn 
Hall Park.  Based on 

information from the block captains, it appears that 
at least one of the crimes was perpetrated by two 
individuals invading the home while a third individual 
was parked and acting as a lookout.  This probable 
scenario was pieced together after the fact, when a 
neighbor who was suspicious of the person in the 
parked car subsequently learned of the burglary 
nearby.  Unfortunately, no License Plate information 
regarding the vehicle was obtained to assist with the 
police investigation. 
While we all want to provide our neighbors privacy 
and we should not automatically assume that a 
crime is being perpetrated, constant vigilance 
from neighbors is the greatest assurance of a safe 
community.  Throughout River Park, you will find 
Neighborhood Watch placards.  These placards 
in themselves do not stop crime.  The River Park 

River Park Neighborhood Watch Report:
Help Identify Suspects: Vehicle Model, Color and License.

Neighborhood Watch is only effective when neighbors 
take it upon themselves to be actively aware of what is 
going on in the neighborhood.   The most effective way 
to support the Sacramento Police with an investigation is 
to provide accurate and timely descriptions of people and 
vehicles.  When identifying vehicles, try to remember: 
Color, Make, Model, and LICENSE PLATE NUMBER.  If 
you can take a photo with your phone, that is even better, 
but be careful to not call attention to yourself.
 If you believe a person is acting suspiciously, or a 
vehicle seems out of place, retreat to a safe location and 
call the Sacramento Police Department non-emergency 
number (264-5471).  As you are leaving the area, repeat 
to yourself the Color, Make, Model and License of the 
vehicle and write it down as soon as you can. For a crime 
or dangerous situation in progress call either 911 or 
the cell phone emergency number (264-5151).  Crimes 
have been stopped, perpetrators arrested and personal 
belongings returned to their owners here in River Park by 
conscientious neighbors calling in suspicious behavior.  
Please join the effort to continue to make River Park 
amongst the safest neighborhoods in Sacramento. For 
more information on how to support the Neighborhood 
Watch please contact Jeff Harris at cadence@surewest.
net or Serge Stanich at sergestanich@gmail.com. n

11/14/13  4:56 pm 5100 Moddison  Burglary Residence Force
11/22/13  7:44 am 3700 Moddison      Petty Theft Recycling metal
11/23/13  10:00 pm 5300 Spilman  Petty Theft
11/24/13  12:35 pm 5000 Teichert   Burglary Vehicle 
12/3/13  3:16 pm 100 Sandburg  Petty Theft
12/19/13  11:50 pm  Gunther@Moddison  Petty Theft Residence
12/26/13  6:30 pm 5300 Camellia  Grand Theft Residence
1/7/14  4:01 pm  5800 Spilman  Burglary Residence No Force
1/10/14  12:00 pm 5600 Seward   Burglary Residence No Force
1/11/14  7:00 pm 5300 Hale   Burglary Residence Force


