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  Thursday  Feb. 18 
       RPNA Meetings 
    Block captains     6:30 p.m. 

     RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 

 Fremont Presbyterian Church       

            Geneva Room 
    Everyone is welcome  

   Sunday Feb. 28   
      Blood Drive 
  10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

    across Carlson  from  

  Caleb Greenwood School   

  Goodies and tri-tip BBQ  
 

Thursday March 18 
      RPNA Meetings 
   Block captains     6:30 p.m. 

    RPNA Board       7:30 p.m. 

Fremont Presbyterian Church       

             Geneva Room 

       Meeting open to all       

  Sign of  the times 

 
 

Message from the New RPNA President 
  By Steve Harriman 

 

         At the beginning of each calendar year the 

RPNA Board elects four officers.  I am pleased to an-

nounce that I have been elected President, Alex Read 

is Vice President, Barbara Debert is Treasurer, and 

Aneesah Al-Mohsen is Secretary.  We have a fantastic 

RPNA Board and we’re excited to get to work on the 

year ahead. 

        My background is in Urban Planning, and for 

years planners have researched and debated the factors 

that contribute to neighborhood vitality and stability.  

Most planners, real estate professionals, and elected 

officials agree on several key factors, including safe 

streets, good schools, access to parks and open spac-

es, neighborhood events, amenities for walkers and 

cyclists, and youth sports.  While River Park is incred-

ibly rich in these areas, I believe the most important factor for neighborhood vitality and stability is what I call “connectivity”. 

        Connectivity is residents feeling stewardship for River Park.  Connectivity is the large number of residents who live in 

River Park for decades.  Connectivity is our streets filled with children, walkers, and cyclists who know or recognize one an-

other.  Connectivity is neighborhood kids and families developing social networks through Caleb Greenwood, little league and 

soccer.  Connectivity is the neighborhood coming together to raise funds to keep the Glen Hall Pool open despite city budget 

cuts.  Connectivity is the River Park Mothers Club in continuous operation since 1954.  Connectivity is the River Park Garden 

Club maintaining the Yermol Memorial to mark the entrance to our special neighborhood.  Connectivity is the Night Patrol or-

ganizing volunteers to put eyes and ears on our streets.  Connectivity is old timers telling stories of River Park to us new com-

ers. 

        One of my favorite things about RPNA is the way it contributes to our connectivity.  The River Park Review is delivered 

to the entire neighborhood and keeps us informed about issues, news, and events.  The RPNA Board meets at least twelve times 

per year in addition to special events like candidate forums.  RPNA manages or coordinates with other groups on neighborhood 

events like the July 4th parade and festival, fall picnic, flap-jack fun-run, holiday lights contest, Arts in River Park, Pops in the 

Park, and Screen on the Green.  2010 is going to be a great year in River Park, and feel free to connect with me anytime at  

president@riverparksacramento.net. 

Back row: Steve Johns, Alex Read, Kristin Maxim, Matt Mitchell, Steve Harriman, Kristin Wright 

Front row: Mike Montgomery, Andrea Schroeder, Barbara Debert, Aneesah Al-Mohsen, Frank Cirill 

    2010 RPNA Board of  Directors takes office 

  Saturday March 13 
River Park Youth Baseball         

        Opening Day 
         8:30 a.m. ceremony 

       Games are played at 

  Ciavarella Field at the end   

          of Moddison Drive 
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Remembering Gay  by Stephanie Gallagher 
 

          One of the first things I recall about moving to River Park 10 years ago 

was the recognition of how rich and varied the tapestry was on our little slice of 

Sandburg Drive.  In meeting our neighbors those first weeks, we discovered a 

diverse enclave that spanned generations, professions, hobbies and lifestyles. 

Yet, we also found a common thread in seeking a quality of life offered by River 

Park's strong sense of community, fun and family values.  It didn't take long un-

til we began gathering with our neighbors for summer BBQs, impromptu happy 

hours in our driveways and front porches, progressive Christmas parties and our 

signature Oktoberfest street celebration.  These events have served to mark the 

passage of time and seasons for all of us.  We gather to celebrate the joys and 

triumphs of life - or something as simple as the first warm day of spring - as well 

as life's hardships and sorrows.  It is in this latter category that we mark the un-

expected passing on January 16 of Gay Kornweibel, a kind and gentle soul, 

from complications of multiple myeloma.  

 

         In the early days, Gay would often sit with our children so my husband and 

I could enjoy a quiet evening out.  She would read to them and talk in her kind 

way about their hopes and dreams.  I often felt these evenings provided as much 

reward for Gay as they did for us.  She would never accept any token of grati-

tude other than our appreciation and insisted the pleasure was all hers.  Through 

the years, all of us have come to love Gay for her quiet strength and courage, her 

self-deprecating laugh and her infinite kindness and wisdom.  She was an avid 

reader, knitter and gourmet who loved travel and entertaining.  She was a wife, 

mother, sister, aunt, neighbor and friend.  She loved her family and, by exten-

sion, all of us.  Although Gay's time with us was cut much too short, we take 

comfort in knowing she is no longer burdened by the pain and suffering that 

comes with a progressive illness. 

 

 Gay is survived by her husband Richard and three children - Mark, Karen and 

Tolithia - as well as countless other family, friends and neighbors who share in 

the loss of this special woman.  Rest well, gentle friend. You will forever hold a 

special place in our hearts and homes. 

 

 If you wish to make a contribution in Gay’s memory, the family recommends 

either of the following: 
 
Wasatch Academy 120 South 100 West, Mount Pleasant, UT, 84647.  Gay 
(and Dick) graduated in 1960. 
Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation (MMRF).  383 Main Avenue, Fifth 
Floor, Norwalk, CT, 06851.  The MMRF accepts donations at its website. 

 

Indian import shop opens 
  by Aneesah Al-Mohsen  
         

         Shavonni’s Treasures opened its’ 

doors at the River Park Shopping Center 

back on Sunday, December 6th, 2009.  The 

festive Grand Opening located at 5493 Carl-

son Drive, Suite A in Sacramento, CA  

95819 proved to be fun for all who attended.  

A traditional East Indian folk dance troupe 

provided the entertainment which caused 

even passersby to stop or at least take a se-

cond look!  Shavonni Treasures has exclu-

sive imports such as artifacts, art pieces and 

a collection of handmade items.  It also has a 

wonderful selection of unique clothing, jew-

elry and gorgeous home décor. It is truly an 

eclectic store.   

        Josie and her daughters run the store 

and hope also to have yoga and belly danc-

ing classes in the near future.  Josephine 

Della Casa travels routinely to areas in and 

around India to bring back her treasures to 

sell and has been doing this for over twenty 

years and loves it!  They are very excited 

about moving into the River Park neighbor-

hood and have stated that they plan to donate 

15 percent of their sales to the River Park 

Neighborhood Association. 
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   Women players  

  needed and welcome 

Check out the River Park Mothers’ Club 
 By Jill Bornemann 

  

        River Park has had an active Mothers’ Club for the past 

56 years. We have almost 100 members and 80 per cent of 

those members work outside the home on a part-time or full-

time basis. What may come across to some as a “housewives 

drinking club” does in fact provide a dedicated service to our 

community. For 2010 we have opted to work with the Sacra-

mento Crisis Nursery where, in addition to giving up a per-

centage of our funds and our time, we will be gathering items 

for their wish list: goods ranging from jigsaw puzzles to 

preemie diapers. This year, we will continue to partner with 

the RPNA to make the Screen on the Green, the 4th of July 

Parade and the RPNA Picnic a raging success. 

 

        We offer a great deal of services to our Members, many 

social, many educational, all rewarding. One of the greatest 

successes over the last year has been the establishment of our 

Meals for Moms program where we bring home-cooked 

meals to the sleep-deprived and deserving new moms. Up-

coming events include a Women’s Self Defense Class, a 

Stranger Danger Class, a Wine and Cheese Night, a Dad’s 

Night Out, a Firehouse Tour, a Cooking Class for Kids and a 

Splash Party to name but a few. 

 

        Over the next few months we will have some get-

togethers open to non-members. These will be opportunities 

for you to learn more about who we are and what we stand 

for before deciding to join the group. On Thursday February 

18th at 6:30 p.m. we have a Personal Organizer coming to 

talk to us, one who specializes in helping the over-committed 

and multi-tasking mom! If you would like to attend this free 

lecture and get to meet the members, please contact Jill at 

jbornemann@yoga-bags.com or call her at 415-846 1497. 

 

        Full annual membership is just $30 and to learn more 

about us go to https://www.bigtent.com/groups/rpmc. 

    Wizard’s Pond opens in River Park 
     by Aneesah Al-Mohsen   

 

Another unique retail store opened its doors at the Riv-

er Park Shopping Center on January 15, 2010.  This special 

educational toy store is located at 5493 Carlson Drive, Suite E. 

It will be announcing its Grand Opening soon.  The owners  

want to be sure all the “really good toys” are in before the 

Grand Opening. 

If you’re looking for a store that carries traditional 

learning, mind testing and fun toys, The Wizard’s Pond is 

your store to shop. The new store will stock only the best of 

the best in classic family board games, puzzles, science 

toys/kits, children’s art supplies, learning workbooks such as 

Kumon, School Zone, Carson Dellosa, Buki and much, much 

more with tons of WEBKINZ! 

A toy store owner for over eight years, Ruth Villegas 

has brought her store and knowledge to East Sacramento. The 

store is a concentration of the best of the best, all in one loca-

tion. 

Ruth says that you’ll always get great service and a 

friendly smile, with store hours Tuesday-Friday 10-6 and      

Saturday 10-4. Closed Sunday & Monday. 
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    OPA! OPA!  Good! Good! 
         By Amber Kemp 

 

      For many of you who have visited Opa! Opa! Res-

taurant at 5644 J Street, you may have already seen the 

smiling faces of owners and River Park residents, Phil 

Courey and Mariann Isola, who are excited to be cele-

brating their 4th year of business on March 15th. This fam-

ily represents the best of River Park.  Through their busi-

nesses (Opa! Opa!, Sweeties Dessert Diner, and Rocket 

Joe Coffee Drive Thru), Phil and Mariann are able to give 

back to River Park and the Greater Sacramento Commu-

nity in countless ways. 

      Over the years, through their restaurant Opa! Opa!, 

Phil and Mariann have contributed to over 80 different 

Sacramento organizations.  In River Park, they are fre-

quent contributors to Caleb Greenwood fundraising 

events, the River Park Mothers’ Club, and River Park 

Youth Baseball.  Over the summer, Opa! Opa! sponsored 

the face-painting booth at the River Park Fourth of July 

Parade.  They also host community days at Opa! Opa! 

where 15 percent of proceeds benefit various community 

organizations, including the River Park Neighborhood 

Association.  “We recognize that many people are giving 

less in this economy which has encouraged us to think of 

more creative ways to work together as a community.  

There is no other place we would like to make an impact 

than in our River Park community!” says Mariann. 

     To learn more about River Park residents Phil and 

Mariann, their restaurant Opa! Opa!, and the countless 

organizations they support, visit their website: 

http://eatatopa.com,  Click on “Newsletter” to sign up 

for coupons, or become a fan on Facebook!  Visit Opa! 

Opa! a fun, casual, kid-friendly, affordable restaurant, 

where all food is made from scratch and best of all, 

you’re likely to run into River Park neighbors and 

friends! 

    
  
  

William Alcala, PT 

River Park resident 
  

Effective pool therapy and exercise for 
  

Back pain          hip pain          knee pain 

                   Arthritis                fibromyalgia        RSD      
  

Inside Dolphin Scuba Center 

1530 El Camino Ave. Sacramento, CA 95815 

916 718-6445 * Fax: 916 564-8616 

                                    www.wellbodypt.com 

 

  PTSO auction will benefit school 
  by Stephanie Riley 

 

 Despite an increasingly tight budget, test scores at Caleb Green-

wood school are climbing! Our students are coming to school pre-

pared and ready to learn. But the campus is aging, materials need to 

be upgraded, and it is becoming more and more difficult to find 

government funds to support the education our families have come 

to expect. 

 

 The Parent Teacher Student Organization is an energetic group of 

parents, teachers and friends who have made it their mission to 

identify and fill the needs of Caleb Greenwood's students.  

 

 Every spring, the PTSO sponsors an auction that brings in nearly 

fifty percent of the organization's budget for music, technology, 

campus improvements, materials and art programs. This year, the 

Spring Fling will take place on March 19 at the Doubletree Hotel.  

 

 Aside from being a great night out, the cornerstone of the event is 

an auction of gift certificates, sports tickets, travel opportunities and 

other goodies. Last year's biggest sellers were a weekend at a vaca-

tion home in Mendocino and dinner for six at The Kitchen. 

 

 This year, the PTSO is reaching out to our community to help in-

crease the number of auction items available for bid. Do you own a 

business that could offer a gift certificate or basket? Have a vaca-

tion home you could offer for a night or two? Can you spare a pair 

of Kings or Rivercats tickets? If so, we'd love to hear from you! 

 

 Every dollar raised through the auction goes directly to school  

enrichment programs.  

 

 Please contact Stephanie Riley at stephanieriley@sbcglobal.net 

or 716-9476 if you have something you could share to make the 

auction a success for Caleb Greenwood. Together, our local school 

will benefit and continue to be a great resource for our neighbor-

hood kids. 

 

 More information is also available on the Caleb Greenwood web-

site:  http://schools.scusd.edu/calebgreenwood/newsite/index.asp 
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Roger Pryor on Bevil Street noticed that in the 

most recent issue of the River Park Review,  the all-

important grammatical article “the” was missing from the 

story on page two.  Pryor describes the location of the of-

fense as directly in line with the nose of Sacramento City 

Councilman Steve Cohn, whose picture was on the page. 

As a result of his quick and correct notice of the error, Rog-

er has received due payment.  A much more egregious error 

occurred at the bottom of page one, but surprisingly it was 

not noticed until several days after Mr. Pryor and others 

had noticed other less flagrant mistakes.   

There are errors, - typographical, syntactical, and even fac-

tual - in this issue of the Review.  It’s not planned that way.  

They just happen.  Find one first and you win. 

     Caleb Students Meet “The People in their Neighborhood” 
             

Since October, Caleb Greenwood K-3rd graders have been meeting interesting River Park community members 

monthly at the school’s Friday Morning Sing. The idea was born over coffee at Tupelo by local River Park residents 

Lisa Menzmer and Kristin Wright who wanted to further bridge the connection between our neighborhood school 

and the local community. Honored guests are treated to VIP seating at morning sing, coffee and a question and an-

swer session with students. Featured residents have included 50 year residents Frank and Doris Cirill, mystery 

writer Joel Davis, and runner Paul Camerer. If you know someone who has an interesting job, hobby or story about 

River Park please email Kristin Wright at mamawright1@yahoo.com. 

Doris and Frank 
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    Glenn Hall Park changes 
           By Steve Cohn, District 3 city councilman 

  

The City will proceed with the bidding process for 

Crime Prevention through Environmental Design 

(CPTED) improvements for Glenn Hall Park without 

the tubular steel fence locking turnstile that had been 

proposed to be located just below the top of the levee 

to stop access to Paradise Beach at night. The CPTED 

plan was presented at two community meetings in 

April and November 2009. It was my impression that 

there was strong community support for most of the 

improvements. However, a number of people voiced 

concerns about the design of the proposed fence and 

gate and how they would affect public accessibility to 

the parkway. While city staff were working to design 

the fence with controlled access, they discovered that 

the turnstile design might conflict with the accessibil-

ity requirements of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA). I regret that this important information 

was not discovered sooner, but I think it is important 

to move forward to construct the other safety improve-

ments before the busy summer season. These other 

improvements include improved visibility, a new tub-

ular steel fence around the kids’ playground, a new 
gate at the entrance to the parking lot, restroom modi-

fications and motion detector lights. All of these 

measures are consistent with CPTED principles that 

seek to reduce crime by altering the physical environ-

ment in which they occur. Additionally, I will work 

with the River Park Neighborhood Association board, 

representatives from the Department of Parks and Rec-

reation, Sacramento Police Department, and County 

Sheriff’s Department to step up enforcement early in 

the season to discourage illegal activity. Let’s get the 

improvements in place and monitor through the Sum-

mer of 2010. At that point, we can re-evaluate to see 

what additional adjustments need to be made.  

 Holiday Lights contest winners! 
  by Barbara Debert 
 

        Reindeer on the roof, a moving train in the yard, a 

snowman, Snoopy, a penguin, an elephant, a flamingo and too 

many other fine touches to mention.  These were some of the 

features in Kristen and Jim Stuart’s first place display at 

5341 Sandburg Dr.  Beautifully done! 

 

        Second place went to Ron and Bobbie Hermann, 3842 

Breuner Ave.  Santa and his reindeer may have had some seri-

ous competition here in the form of a vintage ‘54 automobile 

all wrapped in lights with a flashing red light for a hood orna-

ment and Mickey Mouse at the wheel surrounded by his many 

stuffed friends. Off to deliver gifts?  Out joyriding?  Who 

knows?  You had to get up close to see the detail on this one.  

A wonderfully creative display. 

 

        Third place went to Tonia Sterpe, 5121 Sandburg Drive. 

A myriad of colored lights, a gigantic peace sign on the roof, 

icicles, candy canes, lumininarias and man’s best friend sitting 

in the midst of it all.  This was just beautiful! 

 

        First and second place winners received a $75 and a $50 

gift certificate to Mama Susanna’s. Third place  received a 

$25 gift certificate to Opa! Opa! 

 

        Honorable mentions went to: Chris Morris, 5333 Roger 

Way, James Pisano, 4980 Moddison Ave, and Ray Whitall, 

5312 Callister Ave. 

 

        The Fire Café and Little Panda  received honorable 

mentions in the business category. 

 

        There were many beautiful displays this year both among 

those who entered the holiday lights contest and those who did 

not.  RPNA hopes to do more promotion of this activity next 

year. 

    Third place winner 
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       November 14, 2008 

   Oct - Nov- Dec  2009 River Park crime reports: 
                                           http://gis.cityofsacramento.org/website/sacpd/ 
 
October 4                9:00 p.m.  Shopping center            Auto Theft 
October 5   3:34 a.m.  Shopping center                       Burglary - Business 
October 9              11:30 p.m.  Teichert  Avenue         Burglary - Vehicle 
October 10   7:34 a.m.  Scottish Rite lot                        Larceny Theft 
October 17                4:00 p.m.  Adventist church lot                 Larceny Theft 
October 20              10:00 p.m.  Spilman near Jerome               Burglary - Vehicle 
October 20                       11:45 p.m.    Erlewine Circle                          Burglary - Vehicle 
November 27                     5:00 p.m.  Sandburg near Messina           Burglary - Residence 
December 5                       6:30 a.m.  Moddison near Carrington       Burglary Residence 
December 7                       7:15 p.m.  Fremont Church lot                  Auto Theft 
December 8                3:20 p.m.                    Moddison near Carrington       Burglary - Residence 
December 10              12:35 p.m.  Caleb Greenwood lot                Burglary - Vehicle 
December 10                   10:00 p.m.  Moddison nears Erlewine        Vandalism 
December 13                     7:00 p.m.  Fremont Church lot                  Burglary - Vehicle 
December 20              11:30 a.m.  Glen Hall parking lot          Larceny Theft   
December 20              11:00 p.m.  Lovella near Carlson                Burglary - Vehicle 
December 25  9:06 p.m.   Breuner near Bevil         Burglary - Residence 
December 25               6:00 p.m.                            Minerva near Callister         Burglary - Vehicle 
December 27               1:00 a.m.                            Messina near McAdoo             Burglary - Vehicle 
December 31               1:00 p.m.                            Shopping center                       Burglary - Vehicle 

 

   Youth baseball - Batter Up! 
         By Chip Powell 

 

River Park Youth Baseball's 2010 season has already begun with player 

evaluations taking place on January 24, with more evaluations to fol-

low.  The league is part of Babe Ruth Baseball's Cal Ripken Jr. Division 

for boys and girls 5 to 12 years old.  It is not associated with Little 

League.  Opening Day is Saturday, March 13 this year, and the season 

runs through June 12, 2010.  Games are played at Ciavarella Field way 

down at the end of Moddison Avenue, near Erlewine Circle.   

 

River Park Baseball is an all-volunteer organization, with field mainte-

nance, upkeep, equipment, concessions, and all organizational duties 

provided by parent volunteers with funds collected from player registra-

tion fees and league fundraisers.  Recent years, and especially the 2010 

season, have seen unprecedented interest, as the league will provide a 

recreational baseball program for more than 325 young people.  The 

Ripken Division's boundaries extend beyond River Park, so the league 

has players from all over Sacramento clamoring to enroll in this success-

ful program. 

 

The league has a close relationship with Caleb Greenwood school, as 

Principal Christine Plumb Hanifen and her staff, as well as their pre-

decessors, have partnered with River Park Baseball for many years to 

provide fields for practices and overflow games.  The league could not 

function without the school's generosity.   

 

River Park Youth Baseball has a website, www.riverparkbaseball.org, 

an active Facebook fan page, and you can follow the teams on Twitter at 

@rpbaseballsac. 

 

If you haven't seen this beautiful ballpark right here in our neighbor-

hood, do yourself a favor and come have a hot dog and a soda, sit on the 

bleachers, and enjoy a good old fashioned ballgame.  If you get lucky, 

the sun will be setting over the levee while a train rumbles by right as a 

player rounds third base.  It doesn't get any better than that! 

 

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 
Photo: River Park residents Walter Rozewski and son Vin-

cent trimming trees at Ciavarella Field.  Walter, now in his 

last season, has coached and volunteered for River Park Youth 

Baseball for ten years. 
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Andrea Schroeder at 454-4200 or  
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net.  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, 

Sacramento, CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE          E-MAIL ADDRESS 
    
   Steve Harriman               RPNA President   716-2765    president@riverparksacramento.net 

   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725     rvrpk3@surewest.net 

   Andrea Schroeder                            RPNA Membership   454-4200                   membership@riverparksacramento.net 

   Mike Montgomery              Newsletter Editor                  457-2933    editor@riverparksacramento.net 
 
 To submit an article to the River Park Review, please email information to editor@riverparksacramento.net.  The River Park Review is 

published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions.  Editor will pay five dollars 

to the first person who finds a typo.    ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Business Card: $50; Business Card-Plus: $75; Insert: $150 

Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep.  Great job!                                                                                   

 

2010 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In Brief:    
 River Park photographer Ron Musser says if you are 

going to be downtown for the February 13th Second 

Saturday, check out University Art at 26th and J and 

look at his work.  It is 9 in a series of black and 

white 24x36 photographs of life.  

 

 The City has installed a red light camera at the inter-

section of Power Inn and Folsom. Blvd.  Violators 

will get a warning for the first 30 days.   

 

 Eyewitness crime reports January 2010 - River Park: 

 

 as she came to a stop at the sign at Moddison and 

Breuner, the car rammed her from behind, which 

prompted her to get out of her car, then they grabbed 

      her purse and took off.  So far no one has been caught.   

 

 the car was running and in the driveway making it easy to 

take. One witness saw the car leave almost hitting anoth-

er on Spilman, but could not identify the driver in any 

way. 

 

 armed robbery just occurred on Breuner Avenue. Suspect 

Asian male, blue Toyota Camry leaving the area. 

 

 a car was broken into in the car park at Fremont 

Nursery School. It happened at noon while we were all 

picking up the kids from class. A window was smashed 

and a purse was taken. No one was seen doing it. 


